. Sen. Edrward M.. Kennedy
*(D«Mass) sald yésterday that

‘ ‘;

4"/ the .« proposal .’ «was

i prompted in: part by -the- eir-|$ioial

cumstances surrounding A

{-1971 effort to, reep tht Central p setis

plans' to. introduce " th “pro-|’
1] posal as- an amendmenit to the|
‘omnibus bill revising federal{

i Intelligence - ency's " illegal
mailintercept pr ramy’ ;Ero

4 'The Federationo of Amerl
can“Sclenpsﬁ Was; assured
“then, 1ir Tesponsé’ty a general-
:ized inquiry, that'the- L'PostQﬂ-
ifice . Department had -
knowledge - of. efforts by * any
federal ‘agency ‘to take’ a.ny
;mail out of . regular po
(;hannels in order “to obtam
‘;Informatlon contained

“The e asuiance was gwen ln_
wrlting ‘by c%:f U.s.
|Inspector * William ' & C‘otter
L former CIA- agent who was
aware “that“the * agency had
been secretly opemdng mail to!

ennedsr Propos
'Ly‘mg to the Publ

-he - will {4 tz‘odube legislatlon‘

' ingly to: ‘make d ‘false public|
- statemetit “for the purpoxe of :

“from the Swiet-
gince the early 1050s,
lKennedy’s -proposal . 'woul
{make it .a: misdemeanor for
any governiment, official know-

misleading. Congress
public on magters inv
‘policy; or “actlo
‘Uhited States.

criminal laws that i now. be-
fore  the Senate ' Judiciary
Committee. His bill would also

aCrime

|8 tements to government in-]
vestigators, even when ot un‘
der oath.’ ’

make it a crime far: govern-
0| ment -officials toIntimidate
federal ‘employees from’ speak.:
ing out against official deceit:
tal land . corruption. . Violators)
'would face a- max1mum pen-

alty of a year m prlson and a
$10 000 fine. -

Snpporters of the proposal
pomted out that it is already a
felqny  punishable- , by . five,
years in prison, for' members;

of the {public :to tiake false’
v:‘,:'i & ) -




