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EX-KENNEDY AIDES
DENY DEATH PLOTS

McNamara and Bundy say
Leaders Never Authorized

- Assassination Plans __
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Snecial 1o The New Yark Times

WASHINGTON, July 11—
Neiteher President Kennedy
nor his brother Robert F. Ken-
nedy nor senior members of
the Kennedy Administration
authorized assassination plots
against foreign leaders, accord-
ing to two key aides to the
former President,

The two aides, Robert S. Mc-
Namara, former Secretary of
Defense, and McGeorge Bundy,
who served as assistant 10
President Kennedy for mna-
tional security affairs, issued|
short statements of denial to-'
day after testifying before the
Senate Felect Commitiee on
Intelligence.

Both men, however, refused
to answer reporters’ questions
about their statements, their
testimony or the details of alle-|
gations that officials in thel
Kennedy administration had
been aware of and might have
authorized a Central Intelli-
gence Agency plot to kill Fidel;
Castro, Premier of Cuba, |

Mr. Bundy read his statement’
in a hurried, abrupt manner.
He said that the “most impor-'
tant point” he had made before
the Senate committee was that

 %ge far as 1 ever Knew, Of

know now, no one in the White
House or at the Cabinet level
ever gave any approval of any
kind to any C.LA. effort to
assassinate anyone.” 4

Tnconsistent’ for Either

] told the committee in par-,
ticular that it is wholly incon-
sistent with what [ Know of
President Kennedy and his
brother Robert that either of|
them would have given any
such order or authorization of
consent to anyone through any
channel,” he said.

He then rejected questions
from newsmen with the remark
that he was in too great aj
hurry to answer them. i

Mr. McNamara said. “1 can't|
belisve President Kennedy orj
Robert Kennedy or any seniori
member of the Kennedy Ad-|
ministration ever had anything
to do with the planning or ac«
tion leading to msassination of|
any political leader.”

-

.eral months after Mr. Kennedy

He, too, refused to answer
questions, He said that it would
not be “appropriate” to do so.

The two men testified in ex-
ecutive session. A committee
spokesman said that the com-
mittee had not admonished
them not to talk to reporters
and that they were free to an-
swker any questions they were

sked. i

Several alleged assassination’
plots of the Kennedy era are
under investigation. Gen. Rafael
Trujillo Molina, then the dicta-
tor of the Dominican Republic,
was killed on May 30, 1961 sev-

took office. According to au-

*thoritative sources, the Senate!

committee has evidence that’
the C.LA. may have given ma-
terial sufport to General Tru-
jillo's killers. There is also evi-

“dence of a last-minute, abortive

attempt to stop the killing,
these sources said.

Castro and the Mafia

Authoritive sources have said
that there were two and pos-
sibly three plans to kill Mr.
Castro. One allegedly involved;
the recruiting of two former:
Mafia figures. The Senate com-
mittee, authoritative sources
said, has found material that
would indicate that Robert Ken-
nedy knew such a plot was un-
der way. ;

A former Air Force general,
Edward Lansdale, has told
newsmen and presumaby the,
committee, that he was as-
signed by Robert Kennedy to
prepare a group of Cubans to
despose Mr. Castro, arrd that
the planning of what was
called Operation Mongoose may
have included assassination as
a technique to remove Mr.
Castro, .

General Lansdale, however,
has said that Mr. Kennedy
mrever specifically ordered him
to plan to kill the Cuban leader. '

in another matter, the com-
mittee chairman, Senator Frank
Church, Democrat of 1daho,
caid that the committee’s staft
members were being barred
from interviewing Federal Bu-1
+aau of Investigation apgents |
and from perusing records in|

‘the Department of Justice. Mr.

Church said that the commit-
tee would issue suhpoenas for
the F.B.I. men if necessary.




