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Rockefeller sajd n‘umw

Rocky's Hint About
i{ennedys and ClA

_Possibie
Death Pl_g__tl
K ndWledg‘a{"

ity Robert L. laehm:s
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Vice Predident’ Nesn

that former President: Foha.
¥, Kennedy and lmnc M-
torney General Robert

Kennedy oight mpnyei
a role in foreign assassina-
tion plans of the Central Inv
telligence Agency.

Although Rockefeller stat-
ed he had no conelusive evl-
dence on their involvement,
it was the first time a high
government official had sug-
gested that the Kennedy
brothers might have been in-

. volved in CIA improprieties.

The vice president’s state-
'ment — because he declined
ylo provide any supporting
demls — seemed certain to

{ bring cliarges that the Ford

Administration was seeking
ta diseredit a possible
presidentual  candidacy of
Sepator Edward M. Kenne-
dr (Dem-Mass.) by tarnish-
ing the reputations d hll
late brothers. "

However, Rockefeller em-
phasized that the eight-
member CIA s!udy commis-
gion which he' headed “'dill
not have sufficlent evidence
te come to any hard conelu-
sions' oa the foreign assas-
sination issue. .

Appearing on NEC’s tele-
vision “Mueet the Press,”

* Rockefeller first sald, in de-

scribing why his commission

neither drew nor made pub-

lie any conclusions on the
\ arsasgination issues

died who were allegedly in-
wvolved and others were as-
sassinated in this country, a
tl‘llic m ”

ington  bypess chief of the.
Now York Times. -

‘Geeution ‘Do you say
thet some-4f the American
leaders who mllh! have
m-q!nvdvd possible as-

MPagtcd.?

_ﬁ_ W

sassination ploh'had

selves been l.nnninatod?" !
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Question — “Would § gou be
willing to name me

particular leaders?” ﬂln{?

Answer — “Wofl, as 1
said, we had no conclusive
information. But the Presi-
?ﬁt tho: the United States

attorney general of
the United Sta:eys were both
assassinated tragically. in
this country,”

Minutes later Bockefellar
was asked to define “What
constitutes invelvem
the Kerinedy brothers in al-
leged assassination plans.

The vice president re-
plied:

“Well, 1 say we have no"
evidence ox * ‘basis of
which to draw conclusions. 1
sald it was vary difficult to
get information becamse —
to go back 15 yesrs —many.
of the people ‘who. were in-
volyed in the CIA and inthe .
:fhlte House are no longet

vm’ ”

Bit he added:

“I think it's fair to say
that no major undertakings
by the CIA were done with-
out either the kmowledge
and/or approval of the
White House."”
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Robert Kennedy were hnaod
to alleged CIA assassinatiun
plots, including reported at-
tempts on the life ol Cusan

Premier Fidel Castro in the
early 1960s.

Rockefeller did not imo v
that the 1963 ruurtlo ol Jukin
Kennedy or the 10
of Robert Kunnudy £
auy way licked with the.:
possible CIA roles.The com-
mim.on- last Tuesday ruled
out any CIA role in the
death of Robert Kennedy.

~Rockefeller denied that
any political considerations,
including a possible presi-
dential candidacy next year

Wl

' of Senator Edward Kenuedy,

had played any role in the
commission’s decision to

hand over ifs material an °

the assassination issue
to Congress and the Justice
Department without malnng
it publie.

“Our mmlninn m not
a political -commissien,'! the

Demaocratic Attori®y Gener-

al -RamsSey Clark was re-

mw.mmm--

ment in domestic spying'on
m:;r utlcallhm\
. He did not accuss ﬂ
any’ im

Clark’s co-otdination »
ernment r

against thnanttwtm :
s

" awn 1"

hloforeigntln a

ment, Roekefeller aml

At the same thm,noclm- * main within the CIA's re-

feller defended a similar in-
volvement of Henry Kissin-
ger mentioned in the report.
The u}n"“k'ﬂ(m said t’ult
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curity adviser in the Nixon
White House — recelved a
memo in February, 1969,

. from then-CIA director Richs

ard M. Helms saying the
agency’s involvement in
anti-war student studies was
outside its legal charter.

“Shouldnt Dr. Kissinger °
of somebody have ordered
an immediate stop to that
kind of thing at the time?"
Rockefeller was asked.

He replied: “No, hecausa
the CIA involvemeni was
due to its international as-
pect and by thal tiine 5
having started in 1967, tiey

were the ones,who had ail
thi information and the
files."”

Rockefeller defended the
CIA as an ‘“‘essential instru-
ment” of government thuit
ought to undergn some leZal
reforms bot should Dot be
gbolished.

He went so far as {o s..w
that CIA “covert actions’
‘abroad, sometimes called
“dirty tricks,” ought fv re-

sponsibility.

Rockefeller called eovert
actions “a middle ground. 2
may aret deiwaen dipion

nuand war”




