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Rocky's Hint About
Kennedys and ClA

Possible .
Death Plot.
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Vice Pummm
Rockefeller said :uluw
thal former’ Pm

a mla in fouign assassina-
tion plans of the Cenfral ln-'

telligence Agency.

Although Rockefeller stat-
ed he had no conclusive evi-
dence on their involvement,
it was the first time a high
government official had sug-
gested that the Kennedy
brothers. might have been in-

. volved in CIA improprieties.

. The vice president’s state-
‘ment — because he declined
Lo provide any supporting
1 details — seemed certain to
| bring cliarges that the Ford
! Administration was seeking
ta discredit a possible
presidential  candidaey of
Senator Edward M. Keunne-
dv (Dem-Mass.) by tarnish-
ing the reputations of il.il
late brothers,

However, Rockefeller em-
phasized that the eight-
member CIA sfudy commis-
gien which he headed *'dill
not have sufficient evidence
te come to any hard conelu-
sionzs™ on the foreign assas-
sination issue.,

Appearing on NBC's tele-
vision “Meet the Press,”

= Rockefeller first said, in de-
seribing why his commission

neither drew nor made pub-
lie any conclusions on the
\ nesassination issues

ey

died who were allegedly in-
volved and others were as-
sassinated in this country, a
tragie thing.”

selves been assassinated?”
Answer — “I dd.” (e
Qlesuol — “Wanldyouhe

willing o name me

particular leaders?” 1:

Answer — “Well, as 1
said, we had no conclusive
informatinn But the Presi-
dent of the United States
and the attorney general of
the United States were both
assassinated tragically. in
this country.” ‘

Minutes later Rochfeller
was asked to define “what
constitutes involvement” by
the Kerinedy brothers in al-
leged assassination plans.

The vice - president re-
plied:

"Wnll, I }
evidence “,thv P°
which to draw conclunhm 1

of . the people:
volyed in:the CIA andhthm
White House are no longel
living.”

But he added:

“l think it's fair to say
that no major undertakings
by the CIA were done with-
vut  elther the knowledge
and/or  approval of the
White House."
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Tmny- improprieties.
Clark's co-ordination

Robert Kennedy were inwid
to alleged CIA assassination
plots, including repurted at-
tempts on the life of Cubdn

Premier Fide! Caslro in tha
early 1960s.

Rockefeller did not imo
that the 1883 murder of Jolih
Kennedy or tha 104 zi5;
of Robert Kennad,
gy way linked with their
possible CIA roles. The com-
migsion- last Tuesday ruled
out any CIA Tole in the
death of Robert Kennedy.

-Rockefeller denied that

(varg Ia

" any pelitical considerations,

including & possible presi-

dential candi Dext year
of smEdwudKenuody
had played any role in the
commission's decision to

hand over its material an

the CIA assassination issue

to Congress and the Justice

Department without making
it publie,

“Om-mmh:immmt
& political commisgion,’! the
vice president sald. The
body wab bipartisan both i

mm’ﬂﬂ he :

said. ol
Whils th- comtifnission

sought 40 aveid maming .-

names in its Z89-page report,
Rockefeller said former:

Democratie Attorn®f Geder-
al RamDeY Clark was re-

: I-hdidmueeuu at

ernment intelllgence
against the anti-war Tv
ment caused ﬁn CIA
‘““drawn in" to

ble foreign tles mx
ment, Rockerelier said.

At the same time, Rocke-
feller defended 2 similar in-
volvement of Henry Kissin-
ger mentioned in thereport.

Tbe t'\n‘mxﬂmn vm. that
Wigein . pmbpe

L3

curity adviser in the Nixon
White House — received a
memo in February, 1969,

- from then-CIA director Richs.

ard M. Helms saying ihe
agency's involvement in
anti-war student studies was
outside its legal charter.

“Shouldn't Dr. Kissinger ° .

of somebody have ordered
an immediate stop to that
kind of thing at the time?"
Rockefeller was asked.

He replied: “No, hecauss
the CIA involvement was
due to its international as-
peat and by thal ey
having started in 1967, mey
were the ones,who had all
information and the
files."”

Rockefeller defended the
CIA as an “essential instru-
‘ment” of government that
ought to undergo some ledal
reforms but should uot be

_abolished.

He went so far as to say
that CIA “covert actions”
abroad, sometimes called
“dirty tricks,"” oughi tu re-

' main within the CIA's re-

sponsibility.

Rockefeller called covert
actions “a middle grourd, a
may ares belween dipiama
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