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' WASHINGTON (AP) — The House

Assagsinations Committee is a handy
tﬂ;gat for those whu nk, "Who needl

The committee has lpent 35 milllon in
_over a year and a half to investigate the
killings of John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King Jr. That's enough to cause
a gasp. :

What have taxpayers gotten for their
money?

Certainly, the committee and ltl 115
member staff have found no one to post
alongside Lee Harvey Oswald as accus-
ed assassin of Kennedy or James Earl
Ray as King's accused killer. -

Committee counsel G. Robert Blnkey.
“an authority on organized crime, sent
his investigators down conspiracy .

avenues never thought of by the FBI or

by any other: police -agency .or
. commission.

In all, the committee staﬂ intervlewed }

about 4,000 persons in the United States,
Canada, Mexico .and Great Britain,

House Assasmahons Commlﬁ e
some are askmg, 'Who needs |1'-’ '

Woshmgfon odoy

uany never were quesﬂoned by tha
FBIL

In nddition. the commlttee qued,loo
‘lubpoenas tor other tutimony and tor
“documents. ,

The investigation turned 1 up no CIA or
Cuban plot to kill Kennedy or no secret
' FBI plan to eliminate King. That, in
fact, might be its value.

In the King case, “the commlttee
discovered evidence directly contradic-
ting Ray’s account of where he was on
-the day of the assassination, as well u

*'on the days before and after.

_» With all its resources, the FBI never
eltabllshed a motive in the King killing*
a failing which 'left skeptics free to'
- speculate about whnt m!ght have been
_ behindit. -

But committeel luutigntnn -
established a link, albeit circumstantial,
between $50,000 offered by two St. Louls
businessmen and Ray, whose brother
John ran a bar h'equented by one of the
buntnessmen Btk g bl

reason to believe that Ray financed his
the months before the April 4, 1968,
formants, and in fact found thrqeswho

Vided |
'd.icltlon that the FBI ’phy;d a dlrect

“of their investigation will lessen tkep-

The AR detxﬂed 5 hhtory ot
crime among the Ray brothers — James | -
Earl, John and Jerry. It also examined ;-
an unsolved bank robbery in Alton, IIL., | .
more thoroughly than the FBIL.- ‘,7‘,;- 4 Zh

The robbery investigation alone. savo i

flight from such proceeds — and not
from some payoff by a govmmont
lgent. the Ku Klux Klan or anyone else,

The committee also compiled a listof
m persons Ray might have contactedin

agsassination. - i
To explore :ny potanun! FpIJ
connection to King's death, oom;nittu s
investigators ' compared . the possible
Ray associates with all known FBI in-

appelfed on both lists.
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“But none of the three p
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lndlrect role in King's murder, " ' {..
Committee members hope the qu

ﬂdlmabouttheoﬂslnlo?!twootthenl-
tlon'i most trlghtanl.ngtugediep et
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