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SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - Paul
Robeson was the greatest football
player of his time, a renowned en-
tertainer and a scholar. But he is
best known for being what he really
was not - a communist.

For nearly 50 years the former
Rutgers player and first black to win
consecutive All-American honors

(1917-18) was shunned because of his °

political beliefs and efforts to win
equal rights for blacks.

Now, 77 yaa:-: anermms ﬂnﬁ
season, Robeson is taking place
the College Football Hall of Fame,
He and 12 others today are to be the
first class of inductees enshrined in
e i

G y tﬂ. ays
didn't worry o m“whgum the
appropriate or recognition
would come during his lifetime,"
said Paul Robeson Jr.,, who will
accept the honor Friday for his
father, who died in 1976.

‘‘He knew what he had done, why
oty ORAT e g o
would | R
said, “That's all he ever expected

rights for
days
! n as a
leftist, When he refused to denounce
communism or the Soviet Union, he
wa;ula:eladnleimmunlst et
n the era of McCarthyism
Cold War, few wanted to be seen as a
Robeson . While other
greats took place in the Hall of
Fame, Robeson was passed by, He
wasn't even on the first ballot in 1951,
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“This was the McCarthyism era,
and American society had a
about r;iiweah Ritter
sports editor emeritus of the Dayton
(Ohio) Daily News and a current
member of the Honors Court, the
'National Football Foundation's 12-
member selection committee,

“We have come, in successive
W, to view thT: in a dtl:ferent
radicals,” Collett said. “It was only
the racgc;l element IndoAnmiem
society was trying to anything
tlil;n:'l,ngal sense for blacks at that

Robeaunwasneitlmrm-prlsadﬁor,
angry at his exclusion, his son said.
Robeson

also graduated Phi Beta |
valedictorian of

Kappa and was the
‘i&:dul;afmn.'m;hmo!afm

ve, worked way through
Columbia Law School by in
the American thnlmnflﬁm;u
League,

Robeson gave up a law career to be
m«- and actor, and he enter-

all over the world. He played

Othello on Broadway and his signa-
ture song was, “‘OI' Man River."

The other inductees are: Jim
Brown, Syracuse; Chris Burford,
Stanford; Tommy Casanova,
Louisiana State; J. Gibbs; Mis-
sissippl; Rich Glover, Nebraska;
Jim Grabowski, Ilinois
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Ag mniay others also were,lhile it

iz larzely true, as Collett oays,
that it was only blacls whe then
tried to do something for blacks,

it is not entirely true. Whileix

it is alse true that nnry people were
nfraid in those days, 21l were not.
When Robegon went te Wachington 4o
address a peace aeeting in about 1940
end +o ming to it (mmex many songs
in fereign lak-;tza;;en) the hall was
overfilled, I met him at old
Hational Airpert, which was where the
Pentagon now is, drove him arcund
end +o the home of friends of his
who were on the Howard faculty.,tge
had a chance 4o talk some, Ve also

tallted as we uelked fro: the hall

when he could bhut was not used

+0 where I'd wvarikzed thw cnr, seversl

1 iy récollection his spealding veice also

with a large fremes All he carried to and from
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square box 12 whie: he had what he used for his throat or voice.

YMan Wiver was the title of an operetta

- 1 24 m
i4self. £51 add T do not now resall the operetta, title. There

re
albeit entbealy i-erican
in tho cormersisl nresentations

»eelly A pignaiure, There wers nmany
recl T A BLES -

in "The Bmperor Jones." Ve have an

—di

A . e . o n —
origirel pen—and-inls sliebch of Min: oo Othello that we will sive to Hocm, nossibly nogt
rigirel 1

for

the black student union, and an originel pressing of W

L T ——

Wio ginging IZnllad for Americans.

T T R e TV T T T R e A N A T TS Ry



RO ISR DT

Ve poy hove some othey origfusl pressings of hig vecords at 7C rpn. For all the violence
of Tootball, he was a very geatle mau and his voice normally was, too. lle wvas to have
o Dallad Tor Arecricans at the pro-foarl larbor Republican convention in Philadedphia,
ahvmee nm 1 ranedll Yendell JHlN-e tus aoxdinnted to rw asaivgt FDR, bot the right-wing
ermpndm againat hin vas strouge Yhey seratched i but not the songl.ilhen he sang at
FowHmnmia, o Lok, that gntherirg wns asraulted with the apparent intent of Jdlling
i, I.'yﬂ;r".:.,'—ollrectihn ig vok elenr ud L hml:ievn that in that led him to leave this
aoimtrre T Laliewn that $he bope dn vhish be gpent s 1nct doye in Vest ﬁh:l.ladelplﬂa
has L howdk S0 hn servented dito popetoriel to hin and fo cf})l.mumity uses. At the
#i0a T dvnve Wr avownd in Yloshing fon, wenld-femens as he then vas and so often lmored,
AlAEAmepienn hero that he wag, he uenld unt lieve been nllowed to dine in any dovmtown
vestnisoit i Yashington or in sny vhite restaurant. lle dined that nipht with his Howard

frimnds at tho fore to which I drove hin and vhere L picked ldin up.
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