
At last, Robeson to enter 
College grid Hall of Fame 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - Paul 
Robeson was the greatest football 
player of his time, a renowned en-
tertainer and a scholar. But he is 
best known for being what he really 
was not - a communist. 

For nearly 50 years the former 
Rutgers player and first black to win 
consecutive All-American honors 
(1917-18) was shunned because of his 
political beliefs and efforts to win 
equal rights for blacks. 

Now, 77 years after his final 
season, Robeson is taking his place in 
the College Football Hall of Fame. 
He and 12 others today are to be the 
first class of inductees enshrined in 
the new hail in South Bend, 

"My father always believed, he 
didn't worry about whether the 
appropriate or the full recognition 
would come during his lifetime," 
said Paul Robeson Jr., who will 
accept the honor Friday for his 
father, who died in 1978. 

"He knew what he had done, why 
he had done It and he knew even-
tually he would be (recognized)," he 
said. -"That's all he ever expected 
and he was right." 

Robeson fought for equal rights for 
blacks beginning in his Rutgers days 
and developed a reputation as a 
leftist. When he refused to denounce 
communism or the Soviet Union, he 
was labeled a communist. 

In the era of McCarthyism and the 
Cold War, few wanted to be seen as a 
Robeson supporter. While other 
greats took their place in the Hall of 
Fame, Robeson was passed by. He 
wasn't even on the first ballot in 1951. 

"This was the McCarthyism era, 
and American society had a phobia 
about radicals," said Ritter Collett, 
sports editor emeritus of the Dayton 
(Ohio) Daily News and a current 
member of the Honors Court, the 
National Football Foundation's 12-
member selection committee. 

"We have come, in successive 
years, to view that in a different 
light, especially as it relates to black 
radicals," Collett said. "It was only 
the radical element in American 
society that was trying to do anything 
in a legal sense for blacks at that 
time." 

Robeson was neither surprised nor 
angry at his exclusion, his son said. 

Robeson also graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa and was the valedictorian of 
the class of 1919. The son of a former 
slave, he worked his way through 
Columbia Law School by playing in 
the American Professional Football 
League, 

Robeson gave up a law career to be 
a singer and actor, and he enter-
tained all over the world. He played 
Othello on Broadway and his signa-
ture song was, "01' Man River."  

The other inductees are: Jim 
Brown, Syracuse; Chris Burford, 
Stanford; Tommy Casanova, 
Louisiana State; Jake Gibbs; Mis-
sissippi; Rich Glover, Nebraska; 
Jim Grabowski, Illinois; Jim Martin, 
Notre Dame; Dennis Onkotz, Penn 
State; Rick Redman, Washington; 
Billy Sims, Oklahoma; Mike 
Singletary, Baylor; and former 
Arizona State coach Frank Kush. 
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