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Dear Gary,

If iied is interested in an apyraisal of oberts and of hiz role and depednability
asa critic of "eritics", that touted Newsweek (3[X/71) piece provides a good measure.

What a childish Epsetinism!

Yo know something about the U-2 a radar operator, with erypto and at least
secret clearauce, with intiminate knowledge of even the thensunknown height-seeking
radar, had to have acceas to the hnagers? What did he do with his radar, scratch
his crotech,

Hothout checking the quotes, I think LEQ's statement sbout giving away secrets
was more specific, _ '

Ppis is not to sugsest that he had any purpose connented with the U-2, for 1'd

" nsver belivved vhat and thought I'd talked Powers' ghost out of it.

But what kind of repertirial gemdus is it that lets itself be connad by that
access-to-hanger bit? And for a radar operator, to book!

Didn't the uU=-2s aiso fly aut of Santa Ana?

Ho less a diversion is the suggestion that LHO might bave “compromised" the U-2,
Russian slectronics were not that promitive. It was no secret, And thare ie litile
doubt thelr otuer intelligence told then eli they neecded to kuowe L may be wrong, but
I think some tad downed in Chine by then shyway.

From vhat soberts says (I haven't ssen the file yet) there was naver any reason
for !fitldaol:;ii- £ to begin with. I'm not wnigelined to belizve thore is what iloberts
didn t undurstand.

In its more elemental form the reporting is amatuer. Example: not 85 "documents”
were declassified but aanh more documents. Files called documents were declassified
in two ways: all and parbt. So, even if is is okag to confuse the word "documents",
taken ©ty woet to mesn s single puper of one or more sheets with the strange use of
"Documents" to mesn files, not all of sach was relessed.

I dou't meanx this is anditpicking. With all I'm into now I write only because
I like Ned much, he sesms both serious and vsry decent, and I hate a guy like that
to be conued by finks, He is like I begen, I guess, trusting everybvody, But I don’t want
him at some lator date to ve asking hiwself how did he let himself bs suckered by the
slickers, e might feel badly. Hoberts is not.the first smooth, polits, sometiues
iateresting whore, of any kind.



