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April 11, 1967 

The ?resident 
G.roeset 6 Dunlap, quo n 
El -4141sea 
Nee York, ao.r. I0010 

eeer .1r, 

There is a fectusl error in ;ear Sew York:Tomes nd for Cherles Roberts' 
book. Cne of the legends anya Itharles Reberts is "gm" Herold 'ealsberg. This is 
the error. Cherles Robetts is "ors" many things, but I deeply regent he is not 
*vs" Harold weisberg, beeri em utterly unable to get him there. 7.4irtrees ern can 
• your influence toward this mid. 

For our immediate TarPoses I Presume you will be content it I do not 
net seeo e,s thane things hie writing shore him to be Beni itely yeeinet, hut I 
will be he spy to oblige. 

Reeeuely, belting bears him misquote me on a number of oecasioas, I hove 
suggested truth and understanding might be served by a debate between him aid 
me. Most recently, having heard nothing from this elecipleof truth and master 
of doeumentatiee, mode thie angeettlen to Pierre 5elluger, who Trote the. 
foreword, suggesting that =Ir. Bolinger or Mr. Roberts use the influence they 
have and I do not so that we might debate before their peers, in the Nationel 
reeas ;let, Frith 	eel:Inger es moeereeor. :ahecld 	5elingee find hie oen 
tonsiderable preoccupation with selling his book (not that he is s *scavenger°, 
please understand) makes this ImposeibleOhere are others who perhsee might 
cabstleute, either in the 	 Priest, "lute is '.ifeehinetom or pooeibly lorl'ortt 
some suitable- forum you might arrange in Beer York. 

In his look I notice that Mr. Robert, quotes me "ay rsIring Mist Mork 
tams says, or *hat 'Edward Bpstein soya. I do met: recall a single factual 
error in my sriting that he proved. from reading his bolt, I  set the rether 
.Sear inllrsesitm that be U a not undereteod eine or, elehouge intend no 
unkindness, hasn't reed it. Although I would be Neepy to debate kin on the 
subject of any book, he may be handkcapped should he be willing. I therefore 
:suggest that, ir he egreee to debeteee, we restrlet ourselves to leiji Boma. 
y• latent Is to be fair to 'Ale 41oberts„ for if he reeeerched end wrote his book, 
he should Qualify as the world's greatest exnert on it. find to be further fair, 
I uric 	TID ratrict on:.Gelvt-as exclusively to wtat is in the record oirebe 
President's Qommission. 

Ao his publi2ihez, eba is n.pouding vbrt for me is vast odms of money end 
energy on advertising end promoting his book, 4  hoes 1 eppesluto you in a sensi-
tive end responsive arse. Because Mr. Roberts m& ea pretense of scholarship, my 
pyoponsl, T  hope will sppeal to him and rein.4va the confauion er-ksing from your 
blurbirg on the hook. Mr. Roberts begins with the esoertion that eyeeltnesses are 
undependable, and he cites himself as proof. I quite agree, specifically end 
g,,nerelly. 4,1 he reed or 1u:4e:etcId my ninth cheater, he might underat:40d this 
i.e (meetly what I soy and believe. Hut the center or your cover entices the 
book-buyer with the recommendation of Mr. koberta because he is 'ten l'yewitness 
naeortee. 1 "hick it wouIe be benefieill eo zee*. Reberte welte tc, have the oepore 
%unity to establish the.* his is, indeed, a work of his oen deep scholarship, 
especially before his peers, 



As I look upon the mover, however, when 1 can remove my oye from tbe 
nnst prominent word on it, "eseessinotion", in very red, blood-red, ;44imieht 
say, copitel letters, and after pondering that Mr. Roberts is alone in having 
used thin word in his title, and 1  notiqe the word "sceveugere", I em reminded 
that he, r. Ssainsaor and you seem to .reg.?_rti this as en impertent point. I willing-
ly, therefore, agree to an emmendmeue of eta format of restriction to the Come 
mission's own evidence toctWgiii"scevengers" and scavenging, for I recall that to 
Mr. Roberts sal Mr. 3olingem, inside. the covers, this is n subject of some in- 

terest. I will go so tar as to try and recall this should hr. Roberts 	if be 
can selirathe time to moderate, Mr. Bolinger overlooks it. 

There is an additional departure from this format that I am willing to 

make, Should Mr. RobOrts so desire. In his introduotlon he says his melee* in 
writine the book in tc "give pease to those ULo are about to 'buy' (the quota-

tion merles arc' hii,Unfeunded, far-out theories of the soseesinetion." in his personal 
appearances he brabdene this end makes it more comprehensible to ordinary people 
by esying what he really moans ; he eente tea keep peopio from buying boots that 
are critical of the Report and ha thinks those who write such books should be 
investigated, a kind of MoCerthyiem for Writers. This is net inconsistent eith 
mr. Selingers enmment obout people who write Wwith a desire for notoriety oz. 
honey" and who are "guilty of outright fabrication of testimony ox heluoinetory 
theoetee which onlg demented minds can spawn', (I hardly recognize myself.) Then 
there are theme words Jr your Timor) sd, ft:lino@ not nelle inconeietent,"...should 
be obligatory readings and meditation for book publishers, newspapermen, broede 
meters, historians, giogeephers eed book reviewers". I do not quote the rest of 
this for it might enberreea you to realize that on the basis of this book you have 
addressed these words at me; "opportunism, cemioism, mispepresentations, half-
truths, perverted quotations and guess work." I suggest, however, that if and 
when we otr 71r. Peberts miAt wont to have the Commission's 2b .rAumaa present 

eo he can invoke tld,m to establish these uncomplimentary opinions. I propose to 
ask him to. 

Certeinly we do need the truth about the assassination. I  think we also 
need a dielogee on it. from his ovn representsien of his c- an scholarship sal my 
perhopt Imrodant opinion 2r my own, it seems to me as are vell met to present 
opeosite sides. Again in looking at the cover, which reminds me that kr. Roberts 
is a "Noted White House Correspondent",'I resell one of his squally noted college 
gees, Merriree Smith, mime takes exasirtiondE me, personally end to oritisise of 
the Report. Perhaps between the two of them Mr. Roberta end Mr. Smith have been 
the most vocal on their side. I find a remarkable similarity in their expression 
end their thinking, so snub so that I vt-mItir it it could possibly be lasagnes both 
are neut. House ooreeepoudenti4. 1n any event, should mr. Roberts oars to avail 

himself of the collaboration of Mr. Smith end the great prestige of his Pulitzer 

Prize, I would be herpy bosenee Mr. Smith until this moment has restricted him-

self to monologues. Mr. lmith says he vents the truth about the ssnausinationo  

as I also do. If possible, I'll help him. Or, prhape, he might help me. Either 

vey, I do think it cosi:? be interesting and helpful. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harold 7ieieborg 


