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Plane Ride Back From Dallas 
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Eyewitness Report Disputes Several Points in Manchester Book 
• "As we boarded the plane . . I did not 

detect an atmosphere of crackling ten-
sion. In fact, it was like bursting breath-
lessly into a woke. Johnson and Kennedy 
secretaries were weeping openly and 
audibly. 

• "The hook the President took his oath of 

office on was not Kenne2y's 'personal 
Bible,' as Manchester reports . . „ but a 
missal—a small :err of prayers and 
Catholic Masses, printed in both Latin 
and English." 

• "He (Manchester) gives the impression 
chat Jackie Kennedy. eager to return to 

Washington, has ro wait endlessly for a 
Texas judge to come and swear in John-
son. The fact is that Mrs. Kennedy had 
to wait just 20 minutes. Sbe boarded the 
plane at 2:18, Judge Hughes boarded at 
2:30 and the oath was administered at 

• Ottimuninsitillittitimmiturrittninutitinumtutrirmiten 

o 	By CHARLES ROBERTS 

(Lout ix a aerie, of err ortIcles--tchtek at fed 
6̀  la Tuesday's Record 40teriosx—ixoerpted from 

"TM Trott About the Aesossitiatforie.  merely-pub-
z fished study by on eyewitness reporter of the coe- 
• noceraidi questions mrroendleg Cite murder of 
so President Irennedn. Anther Charles Roberts, 
• Whits Bowes cOmeapoederne for Heiceuteek Bap, 
• sine. woe cure of the two newsmen to fly back to 

Wnshlakton on tlis•piane eneryieg the dead Pete-
dent and Lyndon B. Johnsoe.1 Hem a Tin story of 
The "Ride back from Dallas." 

BACK AT Perklatui Hospital, Wayne Hawke, 
'White House Chief of Records. had healiedly 
assembled a press tool" of three White 

Houle noweateen—e '.vlre 	wan, a radio-TV 
man. a megazine man—ta speed to the airport and 
roves the story aboard air Force One for all our 

colleagues, :tier r itn an 
. Smith, of UPI, Std Davis 
' of Wesonghouse, and I had 

ntayi to the airport In 
another unmarked police 
car at speeds up to 10 
miles an hour. 

As ale boarded the 
prune. which had been alt. 
ring in the tun for three 
hours without air condi-
rioting, In.:diced Wit that 
It woe dark and second 
that it mats eutfocatingly 
het I did not detect on 
atmosphere of crackling 
tenelon. In feet. It nes Mee 
bursting breathlessly Into 

wake. jettison end Ken-
nedy temerariee, their 
faces grotesquely streaked 
with mascara, were weep-
ing openly and audibly, 
Strong Sweet Service men, 
slumped into seats in the 
lanyard cabin. were shield-

ing their ayes from stew. 
Propelled by Mae IsTetiff, who hid been mealt-

ing as Aimee; as eagerly as Johnson awaited Judge 
Perth T. Hughes. we pushed hack Into the gold-
upholstered eonferenee room. about rldeahlpe to 
the 145-fooblang $8 million plane. There a grave 
Lyndon Johnson eves surrounded by a group of 
familiar Tertans—Represenunive, Hooter Thorn-
terry. Jack Brunk' and Albert Thernee—end two 
younger men. granger. to me, who hod just be-
mane, unwittingly. top members Cl the White 
House staff, Bin D. Mayers and Jack Valenti. 

Moyer,. then deputy directar of the Peace Corps, 
had been In Austin "advancing" Kennedy's 'cited-
sled speech there that night: he chartered a plane 
and flew to Love Field. Valenti. a Houston ad man 
who came aboard and new to Wathington without 
even a toothbrush ol figured If be wanted me to 
teat. he'd tell me") had just made bin first phone 
all as a Presidentiel aide. He had called Deputy 
Attorney General Nicholas Kaltenbach In Wash. 
Ingum to Make mire that the oath cf office Katz. 
enbach had debated to a secretary a few minutes 
earlier wan the Presidenclal oath. It way--straight 
oat of the G. S. Caltlittiliaa. which Is printed In 
meet drug stare almanacs but one not in any book 
olteurd the plane. 

Johnson greeted the tiny, Ott-year-aid Judge 
Buell. Then, seeing tic without smiling, he 
called eat, 	there's anybody else +heard who 
wants to see this tell them to came In." For a few 
minute' we waited, talking In whispers barely audible over the mournful whine of an Idling jet 
melte. Then O'Brien came henti the bedrooms com-
portment aft of the conference rcmn. carr,ing 
what we took to be a mall leather-bound Bible. 

It wasn't. The book the President took his 
oath of office un. I learned toter, was not Ken-
nedy's "personal Bible," ae Manchester retorts or 
e Douai 'Roman Cetholict veer.= tf the Sale. as 
Judges Hughes surmised. belt a ralseal—a small 
text of prayers end Catholic Masses printed In 
both Latin and English. 

The failure to use a Holy Bible Its no way under-
cut the validity at Johnson's 36-word oath to 
"faithfully neeute the efilee of the President ... 
tend) protect end defend the Car151:11.4t1011 at the  

-JII,C11.1E KEV,VEDI•  earlier! .1.mly Into the menu 
ending faintly but in else' appeared to be a tale al 
sleek. Even the heekneurel e blistering nepoed as the 
stepped %men/ hesiltoesly in her bloadepattered pink 
suit and -used in Johnson.. left side, Lody Sind aloud 
• 

United States," to which he added the traditional 
phrase, "So help me God" However, he may he 
the fleet U. S. Presiders: since Theodore P.oesevelt 
ia rake the antis witheut its hand on le Bible. He Is 
certainly the Bret Protestant President to be sworn 
In on e mutat It took just 211 seconds 

Someone else handed Judge Hughes a copy of 
the Prmelendal oath, typewritten. not on an index 
card. as Manduster reports, but one memo-sized 
Islet* of paper, geldeninharsed with the Presidential 
Seal and rite words. "Aboard Air Form One." 

?.foments later Jackie Kennedy walked Howie 
Into the VIM, 	faintly but In what appeared 
to be a mete of Mode. Even the backgromoi .rae-pering stopped as the stepped forward hesitantly In 
her blood-spattered pink suit and stood at John-
sen's Olt side. Lady 81rd stood at Me right. The 
threeof them tacad Judas Hugh.s ari sohneon 
relsed his right hand, placed his left on the 
end solemnly repeated the oath after the judge. 

After he said, "So help me God." he turned and 
kissed Ida wife on the forehead, then turned to his 
other Aide and gripped Mrs Kennedy's elbows In a 
ratheely embrace. Alter the second of dime that 
ensued. Mee. Johnson clasped Jackle't hand and 
said. "The whole nation' mourns your husband." 
The President also took her band. 

Then, as Johnson turned to grasp other hands, 
Pulice debt Curry, who had stood behind WM, 
sold to Mrs. Kennedy: -Cod bless you little lady, 
hot you ought to go hack and Ile down" 'ND thanks, 
I'm flew," Jevicie replied, mustering another smile. 
furyeyed but dared, she remained In the crowded 
conference room only a few minutes; fete of the 
wItneetee to the oath-taking could think of any-
thing to say to her. Then she retired to the all 
*impartment metalling her holland', taint 
where she spent meet of the two hours and 12 mine 
ems of the flight back to Wastengton. 

Johnson she.* a few more hands, gill without 
milling, and turned to kin the cheek at Evelyn 
1-Insoin, President Kennedy's secretary, who woe  

at his naht. The three at them Owed Judie Hashes 
so Johnson robed his ofoie hand. rioted h. telt ale 
tN inl,•el sad eilensisly repeated ihs ••••di able. the 
Judge.' 

standing elmoet dIrecily. behind Sum I was stand-
ing behind Mrs, Lincoln. Ahleimeh 1 one not deep-
ly religious. the words that tame to my meth 
when I clasped his hand were, "God be with you, 
Mr. President." 

At 2:11 p. m., three minutes after that brief 
Ceremony, Johnson gave ills stet order as Presi-
elent—"Ncw lSt's get airborne." A few Texans 
scrambled off the plane. [With allother &Hero! t 
diverted from the area, the big Presidential tan jet 
was rerbome at 2:47—Just itt, minutes after Ken-
nedy died, It wet then—after those amenities—
that Johnson began his sure.bandad takeover of 
the government. 

Diming the flight home M. ?resident came 
twice to the table when Smith end I were nr.rotan 
to record Instant history, Sinitty on a be; 
unfamiliar electric typewriter. The text time, gni 
subdued rind 'peeking lust above a whisper, he told 
us he wanted all of Kennedy', staff and Cabinet 
afilcerl tostep on—a Mal Cl - let us Continue'.  
theme that he was to sound before Congress five 
days later. The emend rime he Mlle to inform as 
that he would make a few remarks no his arrival 
—the brief "I ask for your help—and God's' state-
ment he read henry TV cameras alter landing at 
Andrew, AFB. 

For the rest of the trip, while the Kennedy pasty 
remained isolated Ln the mar romPartnserit, LBJ 
tended to urgent Wiriness. He kept in touch with 
the White Home Situation Room, manned by Mc-
George Bundy, for any sign the Communist world 
might try to ea-pleat the tragedy at Dallas. He 
railed Rose Kennedy. at Byermis Port. to offer 
condolences on the lose at her son and Nellie Con-
nally, In Dates, to wish bar husband a lull and 
speedy tecoiery. He conferred tor shout 10 min-
utes with O'Brien on the Congressional gtuancet 
confronting bins, 

As a generalization it is fnlr to city that of 
those who stayed on the payroll too many months, 
Mae Bundy, a Boston Brehm:in. end Lorry O'Brian, 

Massachrlsetts pol, were the only Kennedy staff-
ers .urdi molly funorioned to- Johnson during the 
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