- Harold Weisberg
Hyattstown, M4, 20734
11/2/66

Desr Mr. Orlsndos,

That wonderful design of nature, 8 dey of 24 hours, I now find even more
inadequate, for it lesves me not enough time for those very msny things I feel
must do and for the never-ending new ones that provide & constunt challenge.
Wiy efforts to meet them all divide me into too meny insufficient pieces. But I
try, frustrated by the growing fetlgue snd intellectusl ond literary lonliness.

My new book is done, It has been in the hunds of a publisher whose silence
is peither encoursging nor surprising. L have given him until Saturday to make
me en offer thaet I will interpret ss his finsl ona. Thereafter I msy heve more
newsfor you. I Hrust you villwithhold judgement cn & seeming immodesty when I tell
you it will date =v ryiling else except WHITEWASH, The title is WHITHGASH II: UHO DID
IT! Tt is o shocking book, Shockinez is not the word. I do no! know the word thet
is epnlicable. This bo~k does much more then I predicted to you.

1 hed to sbandon WHITEWASH to itself to do this, I em sstisfied it was the
corract f£ambls. The bonk is stil) selling, entirely on its own momentum. Thet is
8 vomfort, but it psys no bills. The "in print" figurs is now 22,500,

Meanwhils, themrecent anrouncemsnts of the governasnt also had to be addreseed.
Fibdey, after a hssty but sdequate investigetion, the foundation for which - provi=
dentielly lsyed in May and in WHITEVASH, I did s 4,000 piece on the transfer of the
go=-called important evidemce to the Archives., There was no time to zo over it
because that night I had to sttend the press prsview of the TV show tuped in Hew York
the evening of the day we met and the eerly morning following. I set in silence
which wotching the surgery that hed been perfomed upon me, beginaing with o tonsil-
lectomy and ending with cestretion, sorrewing 21l the while thst I could have better
spent the time working on thet pleces sonday 1 wrote one a litile longer on tle
addition of the pictures end Xraye of the sutopsy to the Archive, This one my wife
hes not hud time to even retype. iy sgont in £nglend, should your megezine ba interested,
has the retyped copy of the first 2nd a carbon of the unretypsd first draft of the
socond. I h:ve a spsre copy of the first but for the moment must hold on to it. I have
engaged s typlist to do the second and may somedsy soon heve copies. '

4t mey not surprise you to know thet whet h=s been made to seom an enrichment
of our notionsl trezsure snd herituge is almost without scception & miscsllsnsous
ascortment of trssh, trivia end junk, e=n% incredibilitymfor eny govermment, especislly
when the essssaluution of 8 [ormer lesder is involved end persieulsrly wish iz dismal
history of thls case. I% is & closk behind which serdcus andx entirely improppe sup-
pressions sre perpetusted. You will fiand this pilece cuite spe:ific iu enumsrating
Just whet stufl wea Included snd just what excluded and the history snd significance
of whet 1s suppressed aand ths guises under whieh suprressicn is denicd. The record is
unequivocal, What did not already exist 1 made bsck in May.

The sad story of the teinted film is another one of suppreszsion, to which that
suspiecion all involved heve esrned by their behavior is maghifizd by n2w 2nd unnecessary
mysteriss they hovs sdded, 2ven srithmeticel in neture. L sm confident you know from
the heeiline, without my com ent, thst this wes @ desizn for suppres:ion, I detail
this, with & lesson in arithmetic snd an overdue exposition of the limitstlons of even
unteinted Cfilm. The best we can now expect of these Xrsys and photographs, if we are
generous enough tomeoncede their authanticity despite the grest number of unwanted
unfortunetes who have died in the psst three years, is that they may show one lesz lis
was told, They cen assume no additionel burden. This one texes them psst the limit,



Following the appearasnce of WHITEWASH II I will do a third article that I
will not want in print earlier (this is en expression of my optimism , indicating
contrary to whst is faet, that I have reason to believe the first two will get into
print in thés country). There is & third espect that I must address, Some of it is
in e diflerent context, reslly difu arent contexts, in the new book. lost of the
rest of the remsining necessary dsts + heve in oy possession,

“y sgent 1s Gordon Herbord, 53 St. Mertin's Lane, London ¥C 2. He has =1ld
THITZWASH to Feltflaelli, whem outbid Bompisnil and Albero.

By now you have gathered thet I ragerd this wost recont governmentsl imposi-
tion on ocur trust as & can of wrigsling worms. It is, I believe, s megfure of their
desperetion, It sesms to have escsped edltorisl strention thet in pretending to say
something while saying ncthing about criticism of the Report of his Commission, the
Presldent olgo did say thet if there is anything wrong 1t is the foult of the then
attorney genersl., If you did not detect this ir his precise langunge, sc¢ careful in
phreeing that 1 suspect the queatlon 'ss plented, I cun send you 5 copy of the text,.

TWae Rumoxs continue to resch me of spnrehension among the former assistent counsel,
That who sre not aspprehensive sre without feelings or intelligence. They seem %o be
conferring by zonference phona, to be wnsldering sympoeia with "eritics", and to
be considefing other moves. It will sccomplish nothing., We ers getting veary close to
the print of entire exposure. The stranga thinpgs that have hoprensd would be humorow
in sny other context, Wesley Liebsler, who & yesr ago became ths first Commission
atoﬂlpidgeonbgzl':d eonned the immrture Epstain 1a usquestions ! aeceptonce ot the pep from
is sppon, ka%e wavad 2 shaet and 1s now thas fox hirad %o guard the chicken houss., The
niversity of Uslifornia hes esteblished a "resasrech” nraoject of 20 students snd thre
teaching esaolstants to do an "impertisl” work on the Comi-sicn. This institution, like
the press, seems not to romember thisz wss the function of tha Report of which Mr.
Liebeler was & much more importsant srchitect thun his public relstions (ineluding Epstein
indicate. Imegine = professor who both sits in judgement on him=slf snd on those
who evaluete his work! ind eslls it impertiel! And begins with the announcement of the
decision that thias impertielity will render, that he and the Oormnis:tion were right!

Bafore ending this imposition on your time, msy I suggest thut the Manchester
book will heve launching troublas? It has tremenducus weight end presaurs behind 1t
right now. A fortune is involved. But it will be serilously impailred bofora it 1as
pabkished. I will not be surprised if %the FKennedyl¥ suddenly find it expedient to
say thelr relstionshipywith this book snd ite author heve been widely "misinite rpreted™,
thaet he spesks for but himself, that their sole interest, deriving entirely from the
rospect the 1ate President had for him, was in having him exnploy his considarsble
telents in ons versi~n ol th: tragedy, ihut this Zn no senss nm2uas thnt they either
sgree no¥ diszgree with 1ts coantents, whieh ure snb'roly “ite "anchzstes's, et they
did not tell him what to say, and that above sll he is not the spokesmen for them or
their ideas baceuse thaey have, for personal resszons they hope will bs spprecistsd, hed
nothing to &o with the of"icial Investigation or enything that followsd. If this does
not hapoen, Bobty Eennedy's politiesl cerser i1s ended. 43 his been placed in the
position where he seemgto ba subsidizing snd endorsing the unof "icial whitawach of
his brother's assaszinstion.

Please give Miss Hollaus my best regerds. I am lookinz forwerd to my nsxt
trip to New York, which I wish could be soon, snd the possibility thut she may agein
be able to ofler me some of her delicious Lspresso.

S4igdeerily,

Hsarolld Weisberg



