
"R
ih

a is, m
o
st p

ro
b
ab

ly
, liv

in
g
 so

m
ew

h
ere to

d
ay

 in
 

E
astern

 E
u
ro

p
e . . . W

h
y
 h

e left th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

rem
ain

s u
n
clear." 

—
S

en
. G

ary
 H

art 

A
l 

 
he spy w

ho never w
as? 

B
y W

illiam
 E

ndicott 
L

o
s
 A

n
g

e
le

s
 T

im
e
s
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e
rv

ic
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E

N
V

E
R

 —
 It has been m

ore than 

seven years now
 since T

hom
as R

iha 

h
ad

 a q
u
iet d

in
n
er at th

e h
o
m

e o
f 

friends, said his good-bys, drove off 
alo

n
e in

 th
e d

ark
n
ess —

 an
d
 v

an
 

ished. 
R

ih
a, an

 asso
ciate p

ro
fesso

r o
f 

R
ussian history at the U

niversity of 
C

olorado in nearby B
oulder, had con-

fided a w
eek earlier that he thought 

he w
as being follow

ed, adding m
yste-

riously that the life of a governm
ent 

agent is "10 years at best." 
W

as he a governm
ent agent? A

 dou-
ble, agent? Is he dead? O

r is he alive 
in E

astern E
urope. 

A
ll of these questions w

ere raised 
again here in the last few

 w
eeks as a 

result of an effort by R
iha's nephew

, 
Z

dened C
erveny, to have his uncle 

declared legally dead. T
he effort has 

produced a suit against the C
IA

 and 
has resurrected again the bizarre cir-
cum

stances surrounding R
iha's 

appearance. 
A

s pieced together through inter-
view

s, court records and new
spaper 

clippings, the R
iha story unfolds like 

a Jam
es B

ond thriller —
 w

ith hints 
of foreign intrigue involving the C

IA
, 

the F
B

I, a suicide, cyanide poison-
in

g
s, fo

rg
ery

 an
d
 th

e in
terv

en
tio

n
 

o
f a U

. S. senator. 
A

lthough the C
IA

 has adm
itted it  o

n
ce h

ad
 a "g

en
eral co

u
n
terin

telli-

gence interest" in R
iha, the agency 

has consistently denied he w
as ever 

used as an agent. T
he F

B
I also has 

denied he ever w
as in its em

ploy. 

A
 native of C

zechoslovakia, R
iha 

cam
e to the U

nited S
tates w

hen he 

w
as 17, w

as granted U
. S

. citizenship, 

pursued his education and m
ade his 

w
ay to B

oulder to teach R
ussian his 

tory. W
hen he disappeared, he w

as 
40. T

hat w
as M

arch 15, 1969, and since 
that tim

e the only trace of him
 w

as 
his w

edding ring, discovered shortly 
after he vanished, in the hom

e of a 
lo

cal p
lastics m

an
u
factu

rer w
h
o
 

three m
onths later died of potassium

 
cyanide poisoning. 

T
h
e last p

erso
n
 rep

o
rted

 to
 h

av
e 

seen R
iha w

as G
alva T

annenbaum
, 

an
 ex

-co
n
v
ict w

h
o
 rep

o
rted

ly
 h

ad
 

convinced the professor she w
as an 

officer in U
. S

. m
ilitary intelligence 

w
ho could help him

 get his nephew
, 

C
erveny, into the U

nited S
tates. 

R
iha and M

rs. T
annenbaum

 appar-

ently m
et in late 1968. C

erveny w
as 

in
 V

ien
n
a at th

e tim
e, h

av
in

g
 fled

 

P
rague after the S

oviet U
nion occu-

pied C
zechoslovakia. In late 1968 he 

w
as adm

itted to the U
nited S

tates. 

T
hen, early in 1970, M

rs. T
anner• 

B
aum

 w
as charged w

ith forgery in 
connection w

ith R
iha's signature on a 

check and other docum
ents. S

he also 
w

as charged w
ith forging a nam

e on 
the w

ill of another friend, the plastics 
m

an
u
factu

rer w
h
o
 d

ied
 o

f cy
an

id
e 

poisoning. 
B

u
t sh

e w
as d

eclared
 leg

ally
 in

-
sane after a hearing in B

oulder D
is-

trict C
ourt and com

m
itted to the C

ol-
o
rad

o
 S

tate H
o
sp

ital in
 P

u
eb

lo
, 

w
here eight m

onths later she com
-

m
itted suicide by sw

allow
ing cyan-

ide. 
B

efore she died, hospital authori-
ties said she uttered a profane fare-
w

ell: 
"I didn't kill him

 (R
iha). T

hat son 
of a bitch —

 he's in R
ussia. H

e just 
m

ade it." 

C
erveny's attorney, M

artin B
uck-

ley, said his theory of the case is that 

M
rs. T

annenbaum
 did kill R

iha. "B
ut 

-I have no evidence of that," he said. 

C
erveny said he w

as convinced that 
she w

as w
orking for the F

B
I or the 

C
IA

. B
oth agencies have denied any 

involvem
ent w

ith her. 
A

 colleague of R
iha at the univer-

sity said the D
enver office of the Im

-
m

igration and N
aturalization S

ervice 
h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at R

ih
a w

as aliv
e. 

F
our m

onths later, how
ever, the of-

fice, asked again about R
iha, said it 

w
as "b

etter n
o
t to

 b
e in

terested
 in

 
the R

iha m
atter." 

T
hen, at the request of the D

enver 
P

o
st, S

en
. G

ary
 H

art (D
., C

o
lo

.) 
brought up the question of R

iha's dis-
appearance last year as the S

enate S
e-

lect C
om

m
ittee on Intelligence w

as 
questioning the C

IA
's form

er chief of 
counterintelligence, Jam

es J. A
ngle-

to
n
, an

d
 an

 fo
rm

er d
irecto

r o
f th

e 
F

B
I's intelligence division, C

harles 
B

rennan. 
O

n
 th

e b
asis o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 re-

ceiv
ed

 b
y
 th

e S
en

ate co
m

m
ittee, 

H
art concluded that "R

iha is, m
ost 

probably, living som
ew

here today in 
E

astern E
urope, possibly C

zechoslo-
vakia . . . W

hy he left the U
. S

. re-
m

ains 
u
n
clear. P

erso
n
al reaso

n
s 

w
ere probably the basis for iris deci-

sion to leave." 


