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This is the case involving the murder of o
lavtin Luther King, Jr,
At the time of his arrest in London, on Junc 8, 19G8,

1 subject Ray among othex things, had in hils poss

sion a

.38 caliber "Libexty Chief" zcvolver manurq(tuzed by the

Miroku Firearms Manufacturing Compan
of our Legal Attache in Tokyo, [EEESE

Japan

B T

Ve determined that records of

Fontroge, California, to the person who sold it
10ctober, 1967 in Birmingham, Alabama,
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learn

public and whether such a 101ease is contcmplat

xmation dL &a§pcd by &
; »nly indicates where th
minuiactured and to whom it was first shipj

Tokyo has advised that
; i B is concerncd that they
would be embarrdbbud by Japanese reporters who might
of the tracing of Ray S pun to Japnn and ag

ehether or

giéid th:

! Lrearns

acturing Company, Shikoku, Japan, show that this

\ wcapon was shipped on August 3, 1966, destined for the
Liberty Arms Corporation in Montrose, California, We

traced this pistol from the Liberty Arms Corporation in

to Ray in

been made

el

releasc of this information should have no ndverse effcct

on this casec,
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Memovandum 1o ML Deloneh
RE:  NUungIN

The inquiry of the Ygme s EEA R
has been referred to Assistant o, Loty

slephen J. Pollal: of Lhe Civil Rights Division, and he
advised that this information on the weapaon would not be

=) Federal charvges against Ray, and

= ; i "0 be inforned that (he informa-
<1ex) LI Uhei velative to Lhis weapon has not been,
and it is pot, conlemplalLod that it wil) ise, released in
the near future by the Y, s. Governmeonl .,
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Mr. Pollak stated §
be adviced (hat Lhe Dopai-tinenl oy JusLice woutg
rose an abjection Lo Linerine cli.“.l:.’.c.:.‘;in[.; results
investionlion relative Lo the :
recciver of the sung howveve), way vish to
consider Llie (h,-:-:i.rni_nil_iLy el not disclosing rosnl L of
investigation in this matier before prosecutive action isg

coipleted, although this is a matter for theiy delermination,
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LCITON

ALtached Tor approval i a cablegram Lo our
Legul Attache in Tolkyo, instructing him in Line vith the
Deparvipent's observation;, Discussion with By, Poliak is
Leing confirmed in writing,
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