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This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

At the time of his arrest in London, on June 8, 1968, 
subject Ray among other things, had in his possession a 
.38 caliber "Liberty Chief" revolver manufactured by the 
Mirohu Firearms Manufacturing Com any Jean. P)on re uest 
of oar Legal Attache in Tokyo, 
-tliT=4determined that records o' le iroku Firearms 
lnu ac uring Company, Shikoku, Japan, show that this 

li

weapon was shipped on August 3, 1966, destined for the 
Liberty Arms Corporation in Montrose, California. We 
traced this pistol from the Liberty Arms Corporation in 
Montrose, California, to the person who sold it to Ray in 
October, 1967 in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Tokyo has advised that 
is concerned that they 

would be embarrassed by Japanese reporters who might 
learn of the tracing of Ray's gun to Japan and 
which the ma not feel free to answer. 

requested to be advise w ether or 
no 	 ny 	s riction regard'ii,  ti 
data relating to the gun's origin. 	,,1:71p mk40,-1 
also desire to know whether this informa ion has been made 
public and whether such a release is contemplat 

S 	
- 

rmation dE4Aped by 

was 	
'oily indicates where thq_p,o II 156©.anu ac 'used and to whom it was first shipPti,'the' 

release of this information should have no adverse effect 
on this case. 

Enc losti re,--‘,7-c,..T. ?- A.  
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach RE; MLUKIN 

The inquiry of the - fins been referred to Assistant h , torue;"TZlerai 61.epten J. Pollak of the Civil Rights Division, and he advised that this ialormation on the weapon would not be 0,,,e;Int I r, hr 	I 	 Federal charges against flay, and may be informed that the Informa- tion ccv..! open 	“em culative to this weapon has not been, and it is not contemplated that it will be, rcica:;cd in the near iuturc by the U. S. Government. 
Mr. Pollnk r:LaLed  Ig 4- 4#4triti  	....• 	can be advi..cd that the Department 01 JUNI 

	

....1 CC: V.Uillii 	;:t) . In tir- p0:a2 an ob j pr Lion to their cline?Affling rvsta tf-; or their 
.rocciver of the 1.;un; however, 	 may Lish to 

invelsti:.,a I. i011 re In t. 1 We LO the iz.-,,,if''t • ' I`I'r•I' n nu the first  v,:- 
consider the dmirability ef not disclosing rese.lts of investiration In this matter belOre prosecutive action is completed, although this is a matter for their determination. 

Attached for approval is a cablegram to our Legal Attache in Tokyo, instructing him in line Vith the Department's otn:crvations. Discw:sion with Mr. Pollak is being confirmed in writing. 
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