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TASIITNGTON — A recently declassi-
CIA memo, written six days after-'

sident John F. Kennedy was slain, ..

. 22, 1963, shows the CIA then pri- ',

:ly suspected that more than one -,
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* Last Thursday, members of the Senate Kennedy to Dallas on the fateful trip. He
Intelligence Commiittee voted foopen a ~ was the only Washington reporter sums "
congressional prabe into unanswered ques- - moned to testify before the Warren i

. tions of President Kennedy's assassination . : Commission and has been ‘exdmining

+in 1963. Reporter Seth Kantor, as a mem-+ « events surrounding the murder ever since, |

s : T 1 ; “ber of Scripps-Howard Newspapers' Wash- - ‘Kantor has been with The Detroit News

ian-mnde rifle was being depicted as - ington Bureau in 1963, accompanied !-four years. ' o
murder weapon said 1o have been - g Y o 1) e S AR : ; 4 Tt e

1 by the nccused assassin, Lee Harvey === . ;

mld. - expert who says he has developed photo:«  tional Archives in Washingten is not the ~, weapon.
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ow those CIA suspicions are supparted ' graphic evidence showing the alleged - same as the rifle which the Dallas police - While not conclusive at this point, these’
he new findings of a Texas graphics murder weapon in possession of the Na--» department purported to be the murder '*findings appear Lo raise scrious questions
- . “1 'about the Warren Commission report re-:
" parding one slug believed fired from the
"} Oswald weapon and fingerprints report-.
‘edly lifted from it, including the possibil-,
%, ity — as some critics Believe — that some,
v evidence may have been falsified deliber-:
“r- ately, T NN
")) i Jack White of Fort Worth,'the graphics
B LR i o vu |- pr Vexpert, has met __ﬂ__._..wa n_om_mn _%oﬂ_m ama
oo PN ; v | | Capitol Hill with Sen. Righard - 8.
; Ar o..m H.; .,m__z.__,,_m:.._q : - : . x.ms__usg_a_.. R-Pa., who has been co-chalr-
- ‘ : N e ' oo )Y man of a special Senate subcommittee
—Stoclt lengths vary M s RS, v » e SRR eV LR S . te e | #probe of the Kennedy assassination since
?_s..o} EE:..U_E graphics o.x_uo_._.._ ::m._zam that .3_63.“. n.; the n__mmom O.E.,n_n_.inano: :u _rn“; _._._mmmﬁnﬂm.___ixn_. has said privately he s “ex-
Malional Archives and the rifle Dallas police said ‘was Used to kill President Kennedy differ.” " | . tremely interested” in White's multiple-
Although photos of both weapons matched up front, the expert said the Archives rifle had o longer - i
slock which also was shaped slightly different. . . [ L | | tors to conduct a more extensive probe of
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¥ pun evidence and wanlts Senalc investiga-

i : : 2 White's lindings. “




" was part.of the War«
ey .M...__.nz._ Commission _re-
8 '@ port, It was taken dur-
ifi]-. ing ‘a reenactment of
' President - Kennedy's
# __n:nu..m:n:n:.. at the
} lime; of ;tha, commis-,
4 Iksion's investigation, :
Acfeyby s em™ e A Y
y b ,”_“-Mwa ’._....w. :

-yt

At the same time, former Dallas Police
Chicf Jesse Curry, in charge of Oswald's
arrest and identification as the Presi-
dent's murderer, told The Sunday News
that "it's more than possible” the gun al-
legedly used by Oswald could have heen
substituted by anolher during the wild
weckend in which Oswald was both ques-
toned in conncetion with Kennedy's

, murder and then 'shot dead in Curry's

. polige station by Jack Ruby, ' -

w Curry said last week that anyone able
to substitute one suspected murder
weapon [or another “could have gotlen
away with it at the time" because no spe-

, cial precautions were taken 1o isolate the

* weapon as historic evidence. .o

.+ Concluded on Page 12A " . v

Still inresolved are conflicting reports
over what kind of weapon that was. y

The rifle foumd on the sixth Moor of the
Texas School Book Depository EE&_._“« -
ninpointed by authorities na Oswald's
=niper nesl — was inspected on the =—.2
and described J. a teputy constablo
“unillar with forelgn guns os a 7.65 Ger-
utan Mauser.

Later, the murder weapon was Identis
izd by Dallas police ns a 6.5cal,
Wnnnlicher-Carcano — an obsolete Itallon
srmy carbine, which bad been clearl
tamped “Made In Haly" for sale through
Aanerican arms outlels. )

[t then the CIA digpuied (hat Identl-
.«cation in an internal report which snid
“wo diffcrent kinds af Itnlian-made cor-
‘ines were bheing depicled ns the single
aurder weapon, | “ o : =

That report was not made part of Wor-
n Comminsion documents and there is

.umimnn:osEaiuzgnoa:_:so:
wversaw the report, © - By e
According to the report kept secret
rearly 13 years and declagsified only re-
“ently, the CIA had internal doubts that
he purported murder weapon being
‘Bown In pictures alter Mr. Kennedy's
~ath was the 6.5 caliber rifle it was sup-
| osedtobe.
_

Inntead, the intelligence ngency sald In
“D-point analysis transmitted (rom Italy
' U.S. CIA headquarters on Nov. 28, 1963,
‘te weapon *‘which appears to have been
! mployed In this criminal attack is a-
‘aodel 91 rifle, 7.35<al., 1938 modiflca-
09 .
‘The CIA report especially questioned
"iether on assassin would select an obso-
te 6.5 Mannlicher-Carcano as a tool for a
“tper determined 1o shool the president
.0 moving target, at long range,
The firat batch of 7,000 Mannlicher-
areancs imported into the United States
7 sale on the open markel to hunters and
'n _collectors “bad dignstrous results,”
< C1A sald. ""Many of them burat, with
~went [atal consequences, and many
tfire." : :
idany 6.5-caliber models were exporled

from Italian military stockpiles to a U.S.
arms denler for an little as $1.10 apicce,
the CIA anid, The ngency snid the more
sturdy, mare reliable 7.35-<caliber sniper
Eo%«a wholesaled lor up to $4.50 apicce.

Dut the Warren Commisnion concluded
In 1964 that the 6.5 Mannlicher- Carcano in
custody at the Nationul Archives was the
murder weapon.

Now, however, researcher Jack White,
working independently in Texus, hos de-
velaped cvidence which would show the
‘wenpon In the National Archives ia not the
snme as the ode displayed as Oswald's
rifle in the Dallas police statlon.on the day
of the murder.

White is vice-president and art director-
of a Inrge Fort Worth advertising firm. He
became interested in aspects of the:
Kennedy nssassinntion several years ago
aud began to study, siriclly as a hobby,
the minute details of film records of tie:
.assnssination-related events, « s

Several months ago White discovered
what he'believed to be major discrepan-
cies in comparative details of the weapon

ns It was photographed in Uanllas.and
_Washington after the assassinatior,

Working with such customary Investi-'
pative photo technigues as grid measure-
ments and overlys, White discovered !'ir--
reconcilable differences’ when he.
matched up photoa.of what was supposed.
tobe the same wenpon, . . * 1=

He discavered distinct differences in
both the length nnd configuration of the
rifle stock in comparable profile studio
plctures lakeh of the weapon, first at (he
Dallas police station and then in Washing-
ton for the Warren Commission Report.

The Warren Report said the murder
rifle was 40.2 inches long. But White found
— when he matched the pictures to scale,
so that the metal components from muz-
zle to trigger were lined up — the wooden
stack of the “Dallas gun' was signifi-
cantly shorler and slightly different in
shape than the *Washington gun.”

' ; White's findings raise two major ques-
tlona: .

Firnt, why would two versions of one
standnrd military weapon have two differ-
enl sincks?

First, why would two versions ol one
standnrd military weapon have two differ-
ent stocks? ;

Sclweiker was told by an arms expert
that Italian soldiers commonly altered the
sizes of their wooden Mannlicher-Carcano
stocks to [it their own necds, i

But secondly, and more important, why
would there be a need for anyone to sub-
‘slitute one rifle for another in the bizarre
Kennedy murder ease? |

Warren Commission critics come up
with twoe basic reasons. .

First, there is the so-called “magie bul-
let" issue. The “'magic bullet” is the
irreverent name the crities have given (o
the unbattered bullet found on a siretcher
al Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas
after Mr. Kennedy and Texas Gov. John
B, Connally were shot and rushed to that
hospital.

“The Warren Commission concluded that
the bullet — which was fired from the
same 6.5-caliber Mannlicher-Carcano now



in the National Archives, accarding to bal-
listic test — had passed through both the
President and Connally. ‘

Some critics suspect the “magic bullet"
was planted on the stretcher. They have
loug claimed the bullet was “test-fired”
[rom the weapon (hat was sent (o Wasl-
ingron. ) o 0

Secondly, the weapon is supposed to
have made two separale trips to Washing-
ton from Dallas. The first time, no identi-
liable fingerprints were found on it. The
second time, a clear Oswald palmprint
wasestablished, ~ "0 Y, N

At 11:45 p.m. Nov. 22, 1963, the day of
the murder, FBI agent Vincent E. Drain
flew the suspected murder weapon from
Dallas police  headquarters to the FBI
crinie laboratory in Washington.

-

____ucmsn_a..u_.mn:sncnm___.a_ﬁa_.&n:an.
'y.appeacin the Warren Report, -

- Dullas Palice Lt. J.C. Day, the force's «
[Jinperprint expert, carclully covered®
some partial and smudped prints on the
pun with protective ccllophane, before
releasing Lhe weapon Lo agent Drain,
The next day, Nov. 23, FBI Director J. -
Edpar Inover wroale to Dallas Police
Chicl Curry that no useful prints had been
found on the weapon in (he Washington
FBI lab. .

! Hoover's letter, which said no identifia-

.+ Drain returned to Dallas with the

'weapon on Nov. 24, the day Oswald was ..

.m_u____éz_&:::.aua:nauazon_uﬁ?

{ment, - TS ’
Two days later the weapon again was

_.=a=.= to Washington, to remain. ]

*" 22, but had not told the FDI,

But on Nov. 29, a palmprift from the'
pun's barrel was received by the FII in
Washington from Lt. Day, Day said he
had lifted the print on the dvening of Nov.

Day said he had told Chicf Curry nbaut
the palmprint, concenled by the wanden
slock, but had nol taken a picture of It —
as he had with the smudged, unusable
prints; . . v ;

Some critics believe Oswald's
print could have been placed on the
after his murder Nov. 24, -

Curry said last week that he doubts
anyone would have switched rifles in
. Dallas or-Washinglon, .

"“The only reason I know of for someone

to substitute guns," he said, *would be 1o

oblain tle original for a souvenir.”
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