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Honorable J. Lee Rankin
Gqural Counsol

' The Prosident.'.a_ﬁnmm}iﬁi;g
i 200 Maryland Avenue, N, kK.
-2 Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Rankin:

In connection with the inquiry of the Comnission,
we thought that you might be interestod in the attached
sunmaries, which doal with two other United States citizens

., who went to Russia and returned to the United Btates.

194
WOO0Y 9NIV3y-0,93y
M.HdTEp ; my

: Both of those individuals, Libero Ricciardelli
., . and Robert Fdward Webstor, have advised that at no time
. i -did the Boviets attempt to obtain classified information
451 from them or to recruit then for intelligence work in the

lvnited Btates.
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Sincerely yours,

HEVEER Romacr
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LIBERO RICCIARDELLI

i Libero Ricciardelli lived in Russia fronm
February, 1959, until June, 1963, along with his wife
and three children., On his return to the United States,
- be was intorvicowed by Agents of this Bureau and furnished
+ 4nformation concerning himself and his life in Bussia. A
:  summary of these ipnterviews is set forth as follows,
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Ricciardelld was born in Roedham, Massachusetts, PR
June 18, 1917, snd was educatod through the tenth grade. . e
After serving in the United Statos Army Air Corps from 1942 ol
~to 1947, ho was dcmobilized and became a plasterer, BHe
" married in 1944 nnd has three children born in 1946, 1948,
“and 1930,

In 1958 Ricciardelli was having domestic problems
and when hims wife refusod to visit a psychiatrist, he began
. ‘'unsupervisod reading in the fields of psychology and philosophy.
, . A8 a result, he docided to tako his wife and three children on
G m visit to Russipa, a soclalistic state. They traveled to
f ' nnssiu February, 1959, on round-trip tickets.

: After erriving in Koscow, Ricciardelli ran out of
; ponoy in a short timo and then became hospitalized for a
riod of 21 days. Whon be returned from the hospital
Eﬁrnngomenta woro made with the International Red Cross for
lnancinl assistance, Riccinrdelli stated that during the
noxt few wonths his family problems, mental worries, and
poor health caused him to become mentally disturbed. Finally,
his wifo gtated that she was going to return with the
childron %o the United States and at this time Ricclardelli
decided to stay in Russia. By this act he felt that he was
cutting away from tho past and was slso making certain that .
Telson his children would bo given an education. He requosted that -
Neimest —_he be sent to a climato more bepeficial to his health and he
tma———was sent to Kicv. Iiis wife and children refused to accept

i Qviet passports. o | pe 2 2; ;
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St : . In the Summor of 1960 Ricciardelli was on vacation e
. 1n = Russian Goveramcnt vacation resort, One night ho stayed L
s out' of the hotol after midnight and found himself locked out, S
; When he attompted to climb the wall and enter the hotel by ;
- the balcony, he was stopped by a policeman vho demanded an
R explanation. This act made Ricciardelli feel that he was
", . 8ctually in prison rather than on a vacation. - . Yo

Y - .

-~ ./ As 4 result of his gereral disappointment with 1ife -
in Rossia nnd the above incident, he and his wife began to plam =
to leave tho Boviet Union. They decided to go to Czechoslovakia
which they considored to be more Wegternized tbhan any of the . .
other satollites, Ile visited the Czechoslovakian Embagsy ia .
Moscow and applied for visas to enter that country., After a
.period of completa confusion for the next two years, Ricciardelld
7 was f£inally informed that vises would be granted for travel to
'S Czechoslovakia. However, they were then informed by the Boviet

Governmont that they would not be peruitted to leave the . = - .
Boviet Union. .

In August, 1862, Mrs, Ricciardelli decided she would
return to the homo of her parents in Illinois and Ricciardelld
-- would return to tho home of his parents in Massaclusetts, Since
Mrs. Ricciardclli still had her American passport, she was able
to leave Russia on March 27, 2963, o .

X A . ,
: ¥hon Riociardelli applied for his passport at the
Anerican Embassy in Moscow, he was told that he was no longer
o an Aworican citizon., De then filed an application for a visa
. fo return as an alien to the United States. Tho visa vas ) B
. #peucd on June 14, 1963, but he was roquircd to remain in ' 7
ﬁoucow for fourteen days because of confusion over the status L
#2 hie oldcst daughtor's citizenship. His problem was finally .
*esolved end he left Russia June 28, 1963, '

b ’ At no time did anyone ever ask Ricciardelli anything L
By T sbout his sorvice in the United Btates Air Force. In addition, f
‘0 attemit wos made to have him join-the Communist Party. Ho was i
*equested on soveral occasions to make a speoch to groups of .
iorkers mt the plant where he was ewployed but be refussd to do so.
i ..  He was utged to vote in Boviet elections but he never did s0. -
“lefore his departure fiom Russia he was not intorviewed by any
- ==~. official of the Ruasian Government nor by any membors of the ~
- Boviet press. At no timo did anyone evor attempt to recruit him
L to mct on behalf of tho Boviet Governmont after his retura to
tho Unitod States, K
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RODERT EDWARD YWEBSTER

Robert Webster lived in Russia from August, 1958, b
until May, 19C2, wvhen he returnod to the United States, He
bas boen 1ntervieved by this Buresu and the following is a
sumnary of the information he furnished,

Wobster was born October 23, 1928, at Tiffin, Ohio,

Be Berved in tho United States Favy from August, 1947, until -

+ May, 1950, In November, 1957, he began employment with the S
- Rand Developmant Company, Cleveland, Ohio, P

In 1959 Webstor made three trips to Russia to
_reprosent his employor st the American National Exhibition
in Moscow. 1In March, 1959, he was in Moscow for one week,
in May, 1959, and June, 1959, he was there for seven weeks
and his third visit bogan 4in July, 1959, At this time he
was married and the fathor of two children. During his third
'trip to Russis, bhe requeated permission to remain thers,

The thought of remaining in Russia came to Webster
during his second trip in 1939; bhowever, at that timo he made
o effort to remain thero, Bhortly after his arrival in Moscow
in July, 19359, ho discussed this with Alexgnder Shigkin, an

gush-spenking Russion official at the exhibiti on, and
hiskin arriagod for an interview with one Popof., At this
mneceting VWobstor f1lled out a questionnaire furnishing his
ckground and expressing his wish to remain in Russia to
o ptter himoelf in the plastics industry. Popof did not
. ; e=cept this reason and Webstor then changed it to state that
i kv wnnted to stay in Russia since all business in the

duitod States was controlled by the Government, o XEROX-
1 ¥ebster wns interviewed on "four occasions by Fee 14 ﬁﬁ#'

Yoison POpof andhother porsons, The interviews wore aimed at
Nhﬂ-————dotornlniwg if ¥Webster was cortain that he wanted to stay in
Comr———Russia and to detormine his tochnical qualifications and
o ———experienco. Three days before he was schcduled to loave
Dalosch Russia, be recoived permission to remain thore. In company
twm ——wyith & male Intourist guide, he traveled to Lenin/?;i;-xussiu.
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" Wobster has stated that his decision to remain - £
LA in Russia was bnsed on soveral things. FPirst, he desired
to escape hig family responsibilities in the United States,
Becondly, his wife had objected to the travel nocesgitated

by his job and, finally, he was seriously in debt,

X0 T -0 In addition to the above roasons, when Wobgter = & .7
“.." ¢ was in MoScow on hisg second trip, he had met one Yera Platonova, ' -
""" who wam separated from her husband, ' Their friendship was - oL
R surrcptitious, as Soviet nationals were not supposed to mingle - .
with foreigners, After Vobster had reoceived permission to o
remoin in Russia and had been in Leningrad for two woeks, he
was permitted to telephone Platonova and she was permitted to -
visit him in Leningrad. Webster then traveled to Moscow where
. he officially gonounced -his Amorican citizenship to Amorican
*7i0,. ©fflcials and then wont on a One-month vacation with Platonova,
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- After this vacation Wobster and Platonova returned .
to Leningrad and he bocamo employed at tho Pl:stics Institute,
with Platonova as hip interpreter, His Job was to establish
& Fiberglas Departuent Bince ‘there was none in the institute.
During this time ho and Platonova resided in a conmon~-law
A Tolationship which resultod in & daughter baing born on

w.iar August 18, 1960, Ho algo attempted to design & FPiberglas .*

©  rosin dopositor, but due .to the lack of parts and equipment,

Be o fhe machine did mot work, L, " I :
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8 fathel informing him that his wother had suZfered a wental
| reakdown! and that he was needed at home. This lettor disturbed
%@bstor ajd in May, 1860, he travoloed to Moscow acconpanied
*y Platorova on official business, While in Moscow he contacted
‘*he Amorian Embassy to determina the nocessary procedure to
gpturn tc¢ tho United States. Whon he returned to Leningrad,
;i Y2 bogan iteps to obtain the required Soviet documents and in
i igust, .1N60, mage his first application for a Boviot exit visa,.
;bout twq montbs iater ho was told the roquost hed beew denied
und that {10 would have to wait one year before reapplying. One
year later ho again mado an epplication and the exit visa was
granted in Foebruary, 1962, On March 12, 1962, the American Enbasay
.y, . ®dviged him that his Boviet oxit visa was Approved and he was -
e - given imnstructions reogarding the Obtaining of ‘an Apericnn visa.
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% <+ . Bobert Edward Wobster

Rogarding his effortas to jeave Russia, Webster ' .
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S stated that Vera Platonova made no effort to porsuade bhim
o to remain in the Boviet Union, but she assisted him in
‘ . preparing forms and obtaining various docunents which he .
pneeded., ¥hen it becamo known that Webster wanted to leave -

Russia, two men from Moscow interviowed bim for mbout fifteem .- iY

. gg miputes and asked him to reconsider his decision. ke told -t 7

~ -7 these men he wanted to return to his

. to see his sick mother. ¥o pressu

re was ex

no political matters wore discussed.

¥obster has stated that
participation of Soviet intelligen

. or othorvise eithor betore or afte
“a, v aware 1f Yora Platonova was ever C

Purther, to the best of his knowledge Bo

he was n
c0 person
r his def
ontacted

wife and children and *": .
ertod on him and '@’ -

ot aware of any

nel in his interviews
oction. He was mot .
by Soviet intelligence.

viet intelligonce ..

* exhibited no interest in bim before his departure to the .~ .~ ' .
. ynited Btatcs. No requests were made of him and Do agroements '
iga., The only question

" were mado in return for his exit v

concerning Amorican defense matters occurr

from Moscow askod him what Government work

" ho sald was true,
_'??5’ ©  Webster aérlvod back in

May 20, 1962, as an slien adaitted un
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ed when some engineers

wes hendled in the

- - Rand Cowpany and Webater deniedAany knowledge of this, which
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