Biden, emedr, wotrosiaig snd Sinon il/ -I-_,_/.’Z(\

g

ro. larol? Veiclers, 7627 014 lecoiver ond, Tredevici, 1d. 217C1; 201,/473-0136

of hundreds of *housandc of nogac of TOT records and o e?:pe:f'ionco: with the PIT 4gn

Poseilly ava \ Sealis “nforaction; TUT cearches/Phoenixy uatter

PO,

"

Incloced is a nmemo o these on)

have prepared Tased cu ny ewx~ainotion

o
AL

extensive FOIM 1itigations I regret thot the siste of ry heslth prevents oy reuoriding

thiz, as I'd have nreferred and del-yed ite ceoonletion,

s

If T can be of numy help, T aa ususlly bore Lo the resh of the dny af

momndagst thorer Or Ly 10190 aum,

I do not

o1t hether *hore will bo any additional hony

ST there g

hhid

there iz nnother FII Aeviece T erll 4o wour otteuticn: cloiming uot to Lo able to

recrond i

ediately and rromising to provide the rocuested infovmation For *he record.

There too offten neonle vho are too wuoy

Aid

1o

Thug when Cab Grer apvenred before gour conidtiee during Untdrmate days aud

previde Ioter what he could have provided when he *estified no at+tcution wns paid

wunt almost certaiuly is the subjoet wat er of thore erased 10 1/’ minutes of

TS ey e .
SL3T00 TRl e

L vdfe and I then!z vou for vour offertc.

[ odiler



eelosed wecords relating o wsers, Hehnnuict and Senlia
—— e . - . 3
Laide from those records Tov vhich the gggex Resgan alninistraticn has clained

e¥ecutive privilepe, FBI and Derar

et pecords reloting to both men have bhoen dis—

closed in varicus PCIA nmotbters, litigated and unlitignted. Those of which T lmow are

s to the assascinations of Pracident Yernedy and Dr. Martin Tuthos

RARTRE

in files relatic

Jre T have obtaired nerhazs a third of a million pages of these records,

Tnlike the rest of +those known az "eriiics" ol the cff‘ipialflinvo"tiba ticna of

*thoce crires I an ust a conopirecy *theorist and my woric ic a shudy of how our bagsice

inatitutions worked in “hose tines of great crisiz and thereafter, Thus, a2lthoush

lre Rehnquist hos nothing at all to do with those crimes, vhen I read records relating

4

to him that pet o how our iazshiftoticns worked I nade separate ceples for subject

- y

filinge (Certainly not 211 disclosed Rehnnudst records in those watters.; Thece

documents reilect that os AMG, CLC ehuouist's fuuwetion ircludiag poiicy and dis-—

clozure under FOIA. The alw/ aelose that he was got truthiul in writing Senators,
for exanple, his )/2/71 lotter to the late Senator Jacob Javiis states th £ there was
a 1965 "zevier of 2l the documenta coupiled cu the (J“\ assassinetion” and that
"the preat wojority of the documents were nade “uola_c." Thies iz a large untruth

because as of 1565 wedf of the government's records were unsearched, wnpro ed and

kopt secret. iud when Rehnauist was AF‘ 0IC, +he Deabrtment's policy was to rostrict

.

diseclo as of the tirme of thisz latter, 1971, the Fll's vost accunmulation was
virtuglly untouched, as was the swaller compilation of “he Deparitment, (Virtually

ro CIA records were then disclosed and i4s accumulation wrs very large.) Inctrad of

dentrored all its JIK assas iatlcn

rocords, Yet Nehnyuisth, without saying or even susgesting that ho refers only +o

the Varran Comudasion's records shd saying the omwocite evpliziily, adds that as the
re-ult of 1570 revieow and additonal disclosures, "onl: n very cmall morticon of the
recults cf the Goverment's invectigation. . o was act acde pulklice," That #very suall

tted when they were

portion," in YUl records disclosed to me, with durlicates




N

N

filed iu dlfferent citiec, ia alLent 25C,CC0 pages. And this is far Srew all 27 +he
xuovn "rosulis of the Covormment's davestizotion.!

Hle also states what he has no way of lmowing:, hether cr no i+ ig +m ne, as it
ic no* ot all, that "(w)hile thave ave those who are critical of +he nerformance of
the Comidiucion, it does not anmear that any of the critica hag produced evidence which

5

caste doubt on the conclusions reached Ly the Coumiscion.” Dut 5 +rue thisz has nothing

a%t 211 to  do with whether withheld records cught have been dizelosed, oo cily years
l=ter anl then wder coopulsion, huadreds of thonssands of nages verce disclnsed,

Ii sendin~ conies of these fou el Senntors Siuor snd letzenboini T memad

PR

auggested that they ought have Leen enoush to get Justice fehuquich teo dinqualily

hirelf ia FOIA cnses. 1 hove no lmowledge either way.

It is » relatively sinrvle : for the TOT ~ud Depariment +n locate ~nd conpy
all diseloced Rehnquist and Seclia rezcrds because they are indered and bneause all
thene dicelored ate listed by their file nunbers. (Mot all discloged rocords are in

ine sl's reading room Lut those relating %o the ascassingtion invesiigntions are.)
Thus, a proper indicas search will identily all exicting: recsords and ceomzarison with
the lizts of discloued files readily identilics all that have Loen disclosed.

As ALG, COLZ, Judge Cealia wrote policy nemos in vhich he alse stated viat vas no
tzae 2ud vhoet he had no way of lmowing with roserd to the iutermal investipgation, o
euatirely ~ecrot lnveotijation, of +the FII's abuses of +he late Dr, fing., (T, caniint

Ly

now locate ry coples hui shey areoavailable Ifrow the lawyoer who represented me in o

uumuer af FOIA cases, Yame- H, Lesnr,202/40%=1021) Senlin stated +hnt this Savertsi, oation
was thercush ond couplete, as it wne not, and that only the ronort vrepared ao o
Ny

recult cusht be Lade public (sevhans if anything ot all were male suhlic)e I was +heu
A rs o & /e

In court in a FOIA case scold the Depar ment's, iacluding the F3I's, reccrds molated

to that exine ~ad itz dnvestiontioun. Vhen the atate of L health nreclided nx £113

“tdt for the records tiow, by the OfTice of Professionnl

Reoronzilility, Lo Tiled In bic oun anue. That wns disolaged, which wng far fron

all ralevated records, leavos 14 without doult that thin investisaticr ves aoisha.:



A3

“roronugh nor eanzlete and thet the ccarlusicns drewa vere ot the winiau -

avecticie LIn ny cun cudt, ctrusgle and nrolonsed chcuevallliig, 7

A2 FLI zagns reflecting hov L4 cet cut to and did con the oPR, )

An LGy QLC, Senlis alzo held thot Dr, wing's keire onght not be commeniatnd

Py

Sov the T0I'e extreoordinery avuzcs of h

a1 hia fardd

pHun

ancociatrg, e argued

that this ought not b deur hacnvee tcae o the I'3I's othor

mooconpendated

-

in any vay. «ay rrcollection, which mar be fanlby, ic that the AC did direct thna* trere

be comneucaticu and thot Ln ~omn Instences theare was,
I Lrliave that there ig, at the loa~t, o aurstion of the nrorriety of Judge
. . . ! e . A . .
Senlia oitting on FOIA coges. (Whe infla-rce of 0IC ou POIL eaces lnvelwing other

iahtad in the . \eh."‘l,...“t recovth I reiled to the fwe noamed

soverineat components do ine

Senators. any 446G, CLC who as a Judge =its on FOILL cagen in effect cits in judeement
? o %]

on hinself. (Vhile what ouo Jutlge does is not bind: other iudgees, Juder Okordorfer

2 hinsell

one of v MOIA copes heoeouze B hed heen the law nardner of o
foruer staflf cowrel ~f +he Yarren Corudscinn — even though that 1itisntion “ins not
related to *the Warreun Corvid s;:io.'t.)

The state of wy health hos prevented myr readin; 211 +he roecords T hnve obtainnd

tut T believe thet these illustrotions rnice questions of the pmpr\ff:‘sy nf botr jnioes

not all and that a search ot the diccloceld
some oF
rocords oy rell discloce morn. Zoth did Form: policy and ir policy records have

+ting on ot leact come FOIA cases

baen Aisclosed and were neot witrtheld » clatn of arvecutive wrivileyge.

Denator Tlateh ot governl p";""n*f‘ and with zoue vigor ingiched +5a% single FOT
revnrt roleting the allnsed election abuces in Phoendx when Rehngirst was nccused of

that he denied @nder oath, any challenges ot the pdllins places. Troo pv lmowledge of

2T veactises, including £1ling vractiszes, I Lelieve *het vhat Seuntor Hateh incisted %

iz not and eomot b true. Yow and vhere the FCT':s records are is onother mntter. I

has

[ED

tz om trays of hidin: what eon be emberrazsing to it. Vhile I canrot be certain,

+he Phoeaix crse (or caren) would have heen Filed wnder the 44 classification: "Oivil



offices

Dightos Civil Rights-Rlection Yaws; Civil Righto Blection Lavs— Unting Rights Acth,
1965," Mile elassification 67 inci’:udes MMadarnl Indiciary Inf,-'nﬁ‘:‘iga‘cions: o A nurbér

o

0f classificalions used for goverrmert emnloveds of various grades. Jome are now
obsolete Lut *hat does not rmean they vere dettroyed.
In nractise intermetipn originates at the f*_ygd offices., The field offices do

not transmit all the infornation thev collect teo FBIHQ, IBI Form IM3C2 i uzed for

rovorting the results of interviews. Yhen dicntridutio.: is intended, information, ucunlly

meeh more than is held iz a single FDJO2, the ¥FBT uses a Latherhead enorandua, kmown

as LI, Yhon cpurce the BI brlieves must Le srotected are wed, thev are idestified
ithin these Llﬁrlr's by arbiftrar; desizuations, like ©-1, nnd there is a senarate yag;o’
or pages that FIIHQ withholds from distoibution on —hich ench arbitrary desisnation
is correctly identified. (I Dbelieve that in the Judiciary Comadthee hearings I heard
that the Derartien® originally claimed the need to withhold “ehnquist information to
protect confidential sources,) If the Iinterviewing agents unke and Leep notes {no%
mncommonly they arss destroved after memos are propared), if the interviews are tare
recofded, or if +hey involve anythin: like exhibits, they are stored in the field

in an D340 emvelove. They and such other things as newsmnaper clipnings are
generally in subfiles of the majn filesz. The sublfiles are ususlly identified by the
addition of a letter to the main Tile nuaber. (Clip‘piugs: are aleo found in the main Tile
The fig:",', offices are rothor dilizent in olipoins asd in forwarding clinpings 2nd
like matter tn FBIHQ.? Hemos not intended for distribution are vrepared and filed in
the field offices and, generally, they are not forwarded to FBIHi. Case agents and
supervisors also keep ticklers. These ticklers often iNc;ude infomation from sources
other than the main file or files, narticularly in soliti.al matiere. (P2IN. nlso

hag and preserves many ticklers,) In rractise the XBI c¢laims it destroys its ticklers
routinely and thus never makes a cearch lov thei. T do not luow that in the Phoeniz
dwotter the FBI prepared any *icllers, there or at FUIIG, but it ie the kind of thiue

the T27T likes +0 keop ifcrued 2bout. From my knevlaedse of Yol recerds I an certein

-~
e

)



Ul

that from the Lomoat he wan aoncidered for federal omployieunt 1% wonld net have
destrored any wocords relating 4o lehugidct. There | ~~h+ he eucentions, cuch an hen
> VJ- vy A

the graie inforiaticn anncars elsevhere, but with such oreantions *he 3T mokes crogse—

2.

refarencn. It hag a printed formfor the zestin: of vhers the some or cimilar inloruction

iz »hile vhen reecrds are desiroyed,

efore filing recordz are rarked for indexinzg. It indexes the nspes moutioned

ng

on what i+

fers to as "gee" cards. These cite the records in vhich the names albpearyd

I% appears to bn certalis that oia several cccasions the ¥YBI hed +o invostigate

I . / -
Rehnquist and that in ony investigation the woher harprsonnnt allzentions could hove
teen avnided only iith cousiderable difficulty. VWith the Tiret law i the MBI"cover

the Tureau's ase" and the gecond law "cover your oun ags," it it no* nroLable that
any such records wnre destrgyed il cnly bhecause the T3 needed them +o cover itasell.

(and the FLI T know from my study wno* infeenucntly has other in*ersts in reseriing

()

- - . . .. A}
what can be embarragsing to individusls,)

Vhen the FII wants to file to frustrate gearch or %o hide vhat it does uok
rant to retrieve it hos orecial files classifficaticne if usee. Cne exnnnle relaten
to how it was able *to withhold from the OP2 interual investigation mentioused atcves
“he inventories filed by the field offices suprecedly listing all records relating *o
Dre ng ggllavcid lictii: recorde o the £ clacsification. It iz "aduwirictrative

]

matters” and dis krown dnternally os aN "adwatl." ind thet, as an "adudndistrative

matter," 13 vhere the DI hid

ta encrocous collections of elecirenic surveillsnces

I

£ Dr, Wing; and hin famil, and acsociantes. In cearching it merely holde that "ad..

ninistrative matters” are no*t within the subjeet searched,

A% VST file clasgification 94 is foy "Deseawch lintters." I+ in fact is vthere

the I3T Wides zuch thing ita files on and about the precs, its Llolbyins and pro-

nagande activiticc and othewr things of nolitical duterest to 4, Cu searching it
merely helds that "Research uatterc" »nd not within the ordered ceorche

In +he f‘b@d ofMices, the 30 classificabion ("Taboratory Hesearch Liatters") is



ured for cidlar mrposes, inclutiug aloc contachs wiih loca
£z ’ L

v regenrchnatters” within the relevaut

3
73

officeos file

80 closrificatione In overy inctonee withir ay experionce the T3I ha held that the
indexod 80 records are not velevant or it destroyed thew after I requested theuw.

I believe that iu any crimduoal ilanvestigation the FLI does not nerud® *he

destruction of records for at loast five yenrs, If as I undergtood frouw the hearing

the alleged Rehnquist irregularities or those of the lncal Henublicans iacludod 1064,

then the five years would nct hove dansed by the time Rehnquist was at Justice and

thur coe recerds ponbloning hin evisted thea. Ther could of eourse, hare “hew boen

forred

wns it is FOI prach

filed elsevhere. Zut vhen that hay 2 w0 replace the tran:

reeords with n cheet stating ~here they can be found,
As long as the FIT is able to oot cway wish it, it vretends that a search of

Yy >

FIIHG general Lludices is a conplete search and it nover volwitarily sesrches the

field offices, which hold nuch more investisn noteriale It oloco nrotends thot

211 the infornation nt FBIIL, is retrievable throvsh ite central index, which alno i
rot correct. Howover, nll geor-hes are sunoosed to bogin with written requests Tof

ceorches, Tiled on mwinted formug, with the searching net tv the srecial agzenis wio

have the intordat but by +he cleriecnl nersonael. The ro qrest for the searech sundicates

what i~ requested, and thiz is one peint a% wieh informasion not infreonently has

teen an” ormtl 1y excluded, aid the comnleted search slin suprocedly lists nll
indered records resporsive to the recuest. Such a request need not be phrased as the
Seante noy have asked and thus alan the search and complinuce con be recficted. T
n

anzrest that renuects e wade for all search slins, I helieve +hat ne olain “o

U Moy UL D UeS WS LG LInle T0Y all Searlrcn SiloiMSe - 2eLl

crecutive »ivilese can te ascerted for i wirich in all that ammerrs on

*the conpleted srarch zl slipe might bo infomative anl wicht

Zadicate inforantion

[RNA

£ p:.'opr“ﬂ"# Lo andes If the TUT dees

vrotune cenrch slirs and ther do not include avy field office searches, then von will

luy that 2+ 40 aonarent ennliance,



Do there 1o cnosthing that wo Ldoood dwring Seuntor Mutch's aocanlt on
A-
Uranncizsco lavyoer who hod Leen an sssistont ToS. A5inra e dn Phoenisz, O

L R P [a3%!
S

Hatch iusizted that the uituezs was »resent at the fracas in the oue

YT

“he D00 provided and $he Soacter »oretounded the* it had 4o hove hecn

i 92

which fehnquict wac 2ot nresent. Barlior $hic uitnesz had been fimm

that he lowewr of the fyacas Lub wan

not theres TI he had been there it s net 1lilly

that the ranort,

1

apheared to Le unsoiare of hor 3% night

lozate fomoer I

is a socinty of forrmer

agente aud it puhlithes a directory in wvhich they are all listed, with home n~ddresses

and phones, b believe.

LIS

The first paragrarh nbove is intended +n slert vou to the roceiblility

in€orroration in the eomittee's report of a felse utruchure built entirels uren

devenresentation and the Seantorts so-cnlled loric

N5 Coe



