
C.A.78-0322: Withhold by dirty tricks, in part and in toto 	HU 7/18
/78 

In my initial review of the records that reached me 6/26/78, a review to ind
icate 

which pages I wanted copied for other uses, my attention was taken by two th
at refer to 

44 
Dallas Kotorcycle Policeman *gum Tames ors Chaney. From Dallas files 89-43 these are 

Serialstirii. and, in reverse chronological order, 9570. 

Ky interest in Chaney dates to 1964. Two are incorporated in Whitewash, comp
leted 

2/15/65.0n 'reading these two Dallas records my interest was further attracte
d by a 

gross and deliberate lie - that Chaney had never been interviewed. Couched, 
however, to 

make a different interpretation possible. 

In this I also address possible motive in the sudden burst of withholding of
 the 

names of $As after more than half the Dallas file was Drecessed without exci
sions of 

SA names. 

The name obliterated from 9614, I'm certain, is Charles T. Brown, Jr. Brown 
is one 

of the Sks who worked on the JFK investigation. 

The lie is on p. 2. of 9614. It is that"Dallas indices and references from Dallas 

indices regarding the assassination Bail to indicate that CHANCEY was interv
iewed by 

Agents of this Bureau following the assassination." 

At the bottom of the first page Brown quotes Lt. Jack Revill as saying "Chan
ey 

told 2EVIII that he had never been interviewed by anyone following the assa
ssination 

to obtain his observations as a witness." "The addition of "to obtain his ob
servations 

as a vitnessfreferrine to th(:: asoacLillation, is important. 	cloubt it ic•
 Uhar,6::'s 

enact 1L-nLy,a6e Locause he 'aS intervfLe 	to OBTAIN HIS OBSTaVATIONS AS A WI
=SS 1  BUT 

to an ettirely diffat observation (Caps from ribbon fault, not emphasis in
tended.) 

On 12/28/63 Chaney was interviewed by Sr1 Raymond II. Lester, whose report is 
page 

682 of one of the earliest consolidated reports, I think the very first, CD 
4. Although 

04* Chaney was one ofethe outriding DPD motorcycle escorts he is the ONLY
 one not 

used as a Commission witness and about whom I could never find any FBI repor
t. row 

these were the closest of eyewitnesses. The others were called. In addition,
 as I state 

in Whitewash, in the opinion of Officer Studebaker, Chaney had done some work
 that aoleared 

to have significance. Studebaker's lead was never followed. 

From Lester's report all he asked Chaney about is having seen 's ack li
ubykthe day 

after JFK was killed and the day before 	killed Oswald. 

Now the FBI was so exhaustive it conducted special hair examinations to prov
e that 

the hair (pugic) on the blanket that was without any question Oswald's blan
ket aas in 

fact Oswald's hair. So I found two such oversights to be two boo many and I 
was always 

interested in Chaney. 



2 Chaney 

The first time I had a e1 ace to look into the Chaney matter was wh
en I was in 

Dallas in December 1971. The first sentence of that memo is accurat
e and Pertinent, 

"...failure to call Chancy as a witness is cleared up by a tape of 
his initial 

comment on what he saw: a bullet hit JFK in the face. Be could be w
rong," this continues, 

or could have misspoken himeelf. I tried to locate the tapes. The s
tation's news editor 

is dead, others have no keowledge, and the owner's secretary, Gordon
 1,icClendon, said he 

also had no knottedge of their present whereabouts or existence. Bu
t he had made a record 

in which part of the Chaney interview was included. He sent it to a
e and this is what 

Chaney did say. It was unwanted testimony, as it would have bean if
 he had corrected it 

in any way. 

Both of tie cited Dallas records were in headquarters. If the FBI i
s now telling the 

truth neither was released in the 12/77 and 1/48 releases. I think 
the reason is obvious: 

all Washington reporters would have known that the self-serving ese
lanations worked into 

them are not valid - that the Comaission did not call Chaney. The F
IZ was in charge 

prior to the appointment of the Commission and it was the Commissio
n's major investi-

gative arm. 

The next day, referring to this memo, Assistant Director Harold N. 
Barrett wrote 

SAC alas  directing that Chaney be interviewed immediately. If this w
as done it is 

not included in these Dallas records. If it is in the iii releases t
here is no possible 

way of locating it. 

FBIHY also ordered a review of other cases of police not being inte
rviewed. He 

directed be given "promptly" to the General "-nvestigative Division,
 whose files the 

FBI steadfastly refuses to search - in any and all cases. No releva
nt record, has 

been provided by Dallas and again there is no way of knowing if it 
exists in the almost 

100,000 pates of FBIE, releases. 

Thetegt/  memo to SAC includes a quotation from former Dallas eolice
 chief Curry 

that is conggstent with what Chaney said, that "two men were invel
wd in the shooting" aim 

of JFK. It included expressions of xigxacesyapa',:hy for Special ege
at/a0STY and his 

present publicity..." The refers to the note from Dee harvey Oswald
 he destroyed. An 

extensive FBI Investigation was conducted. all Dallas 2BI employees
 provided statements. 

There is virtually no reflection of this in the files just provided
. If they are in the 

ai releases there is no euy of finding them. 

It will not be eossible to go into all withholeings or to orapare m
emos on them all. 

D have done it in this case in part because of my immediate and con
tinuine interest and 

because motive for withholding outside the exemptions of the Act ca
n be perceived. 't 

was the yBI's job to interview Chaney as a Presidential escort ieae
diately. It didn't. 

It interviewed him about a minor matter related to ruby and more re
cently it misrep-

resented that no interview report is reflected in the Dallas indice
s. 
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DATE: 11/23/6 ,," F4_ 

FROM 	SAC SHANKLIN 
	 Ir.41i("*1 

UWE= ASSASSINATION OF PRISSIDNNT 
JOHN' F. WANNEDY, DALLAS, TXXAS 11/22/63 
APO 

On the orning of 11/23/63 Assistant to the 
Dire or C, D 	LOACH called and stated that Chief of Police 
Jig CURRY ha just been on national television and that he 
fia indicated (1 that the FBI had recently interviewed LIM 
HARM OSWALD in Dallas; however, we had not notified the 
Dallas Police; (2) that the FBI had OSWALD under surveillance 
but had not notified the Dallas Police; (3) that the FBI 
customarily advises the Dallas PD whenever an individual 
of subversive background arrives in Dallas. DeLOACH stated 
that the Director had also seen that television program and 
that CURRY apparently was trying to switch the blame to the 
FBI. DeLOACH advised no to contact CURRY and straighten his 
out and see that he went back on TY and corrected these erroneous 
statements. 

I thereafter got Chief CURRY on the phone and pointed 
out to his that we were not denying that we knew OSWALD was in 
Dallas, but that we had not interviewed OSWALD in Dallas and 
that we had not had OSWALD under surveillance, and that we were 
under no obligation, as he was apparently indicating, to furnish 
his information on all Security subjects in the area; that we 
had no indication that OSWALD was a potential killer and that 
we had been extending to him full cooperation, and that I felt 
that he should certainly set the record straight. I also asked 
CURRY where he had gotten his information and he told me that 
he could not remember who had told his, but that someone had 
mentioned it and that he had no personal knowledge of any of 
this, but that the next tine he was on television, he would 
rectify this error. 

ADDINDITX: 	It is noted that Chief CURRY did appear on television 
• later the same day and generally retracted his ' c .  

statements, although I did not have an opportunity to actually . 
hear it. The Dallas Times Herald of 11/23/63 reported that 
Chief CURRY minimized reports of FBI lack • cooperation wit 
local Police. He,saidthat he had been • d that t 
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of OBWALD's presence in Dallas and interviewing his recently, 
but that the Dallas PD had not been advised. He, however, 
later is supposed to have said he was only repeating information 
that someone had told his and he could not remember vho bad 
told his Friday night. He said he had no personal knowledge .  
that the FBI knew of OBWALD's prsence hare or that the FBI had 
questioned OSWALD. "In any event the FBI has so obligation to 
come to us", Chief CURRY said, "They are-cooperating with as 
one hundred percent." 
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