Detective Agency Chief
Defies a Hill Subpoena

By Bill Richards
Washington Post Stail Writer

Citing her constitutional rights as
“a journalist and a scholar,” the head
of a West Coast private detective

agency yesterday refused to comply

with a congressional subpoena to turn
over files on alleged spying on nu-
clear power foes. ]

Patricia Atthowe, president of Re:
sedrch West, a licensed private detec-
mp-xm‘a? in Emmeryville, Calif.,
‘also told Rep.'John E.:Moss (D-Calif.)
during a hearing before the House
subcommittee on oversight and inves-
tigations that if the files were re-
leased to the
would be leaked and she would be put
out of business.

Subcommittee officials said At-
thowe’s refusal to turn over the detec-
tive agency files marked the first time
a private firm has refused to ¢omply
with .a econgressional subpoena, a
meve that could lead to a formal con-
tempt-of-Congress action, ' - &
:'Moss, who- chaired the 20-minute
Hearing, said the subcommittee will
décide Tuesday whether to begin a
cdntempt-of-Congress action “against

Atthowe, The move would have to be -
both the entire Interstate i gk él'heEx
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auae, et hefue. belng ‘tirned | Fode lawsuit, and ‘a Library of Con-
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subcommittee they .

gver to the Justice Department. The

Tiaximum penalty is one year. is
prison and a $1,000 fine. .~ .

deted Atthowe, who appeared with

her attorney, to turn over any mate-

rial her detective agency had gath-

‘ered on political dissidents and nu-
ear power foes for utilities,

(“Well, Mr. Moss,” she replied, “I
don’t believe I have a legal responsi-
Bility to self-destruct.”

;' When Moss asked if/she was refus-
A1ig the subpoena, Atthowe said, “I re-
spectfully decline to go out og busi-
ness.” | i {

:In a separate prepared statement
.distributed by Atthowe to members .of

e subcommittee’ and others at the
“hearing Atthowe noted that according
to her agency’s letterhead, the firm is

' - Readers Digest  officials

' gress study shows one ar :
: CLrity Lt_}xpa‘gemept _henﬁggﬁAtthowQ'y
.. During yesterday’s hearing Moss or. ' D¥line, ; :

- ment expert at Harvard
" 'yesterday said Atthowe’s

engaged in “Newsgathering, Report-
ing, Analysis, Industrial Conflict Stud-
ies.” i 3

tain matters dealing with
crisis in this country.” 1
“Any attempt to inhibit or curtail
that right is a serious invasion of my
rights as a journalist and a scholar,”

she said in the statement,
According to dociiments on file with
the Federal Power Commissigﬂ;. Re-
the

th_e _energy

, search West has been hired i
past by the Georgia Power Co. and

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. Former
‘Georgia Power, Co, security officials
have stated in sworn affidavits that

Atthowe said ‘that in the pastahe
had taken “a strong position on cer |

Research West was used by the utility

to provide information on

nuclear
Dbower opponents. p f

Both Georgia Power and PG&E-

have denied using “the detective
agency for any improper activities, ' -
" In her statement, Atthowe said Re-
search West has done
Readers Digest, The San Francisco
Examiner and a trade publication, Se-
curity Management.
, yesterday
said they used the detective agency
for articles on terrorism and radical
: T is_ currently a

le in Secu-

Alan Dershowitz, a Fir;ﬁt Amend-.
Law School,
‘request for
exemption from g congressional sub-
poena is not likely to withstand a fed-
eral, court challenge,

work also for-



