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 B

ack in the bad old 
days of W

atergate, a briefcase-packing, 
circu

it-rid
in

g p
rosecu

tor traveled
 

around the country hunting subversives. 
H

e w
as G

uy G
oodw

in, w
ho hurried from

 
place to place indicting people for their 
political beliefs. W

e called him
 R

ichard 
N

ixon's w
itch finder. 

Justice D
epartm

ent sources say he 
su

p
ervised

 ab
ou

t 100 gran
d

 ju
ry in

-
vestigations in 36 states. H

e returned 
m

ore than 400 indictm
ents. T

here w
as 

on
e trou

b
le; few

 of th
e in

d
ictm

en
ts 

stuck. T
he rare convictions w

ere often 
for m

inor offenses, having nothing to do 
w

ith the subversive activities G
oodw

in 
w

as investigating. `G
oodw

in sought con• 
tem

pt and perjury indictm
ents w

hen he 
couldn't m

ake a better case. 
N

ow
 the w

itch finder him
self is under 

in
vestigation

. C
h

arges h
ave b

een
 

brought against him
 behind closed doors 

on C
apitol H

ill. T
he m

ost devastating 
testim

ony has com
e from

 a form
er Jus-

tice D
epartm

ent colleague and ex-assis-
tant U

.S. attorney for V
irginia, R

odney 
Sager. 

T
n

e testim
on

y w
as tak

en
 in

 th
e 

strictest secrecy by a H
ouse Judiciary 

subcom
m

ittee. Sager cited abuse after 
abuse by the hit-and-run G

oodw
in. "H

is 
prosecutions w

ere left to others," said 
S

ager. "
H

e got h
is in

d
ictm

en
ts an

d
 

disappeared.'- 
N

orm
ally, "95 percent of all indict- 

m
eats en

d
 in

 con
viction

s,"
 S

ager 
reported. B

ut G
oodw

in seem
ed unable 

to distinguish betw
een violent, bom

b-
throw

ing revolutionaries and peaceful. 
anti-w

ar activists, N
o m

ore than 25 per-
cent of those G

oodw
in indicted w

ere 
ever convicted, Sager charged. 

T
h

is "
in

d
icates w

ith
ou

t an
y q

u
es- . 

tion," he said, "that indivduals w
ere in-

d
icted

 w
ith

ou
t th

e least scin
tilla of 

evid
en

ce."
 In

n
ocen

t p
eop

le can
 b

e 
"ruined," he w

arned, by careless indict-
m

ents. "If I w
ere indicted and the case 

throw
n out tom

orrow
," he said, "the 

stigm
a that w

ould attach to w
hat hap-

pened to m
e w

ould never be erased in 
m

y com
m

unity." 
Y

et despite G
oodw

in's "num
erous 

abuses of the system
," Sager declared, 

"
h

e rem
ain

s w
ith

 im
p

u
n

ity on
 th

e 
federal payroll . . . T

he Justice D
epart-

m
en

t, w
h

ich
 sp

eak
s of p

rotectin
g 

w
itn

esses, con
tin

u
es to p

rotect G
u

y 
G

oodw
in. T

he question can only be ask-
ed of the w

ell-m
eaning representatives 

from
 the Justice D

epartm
ent —

 w
hy?" 

G
ood

w
in

 is an
 im

p
rob

ab
le w

itch
 

finder, an im
peccable, subdued, hand-

som
e m

an, w
ith styled gray hair and a 

soft voice. T
estified Sager: "G

uy G
ood-

w
in is a very m

ild-m
annered individual. 

H
e's not one of those so-called scream

-
ing, overly aggressive individuals. B

ut 
he just sits there and just asks broad, 
sw

eep
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s th

a
t h

a
v
e n

o
 

relevance w
hatsoever and are virtually  

im
possible to answ

er." 
H

ere are a few
 of the "horror" stories 

that Sager recalled from
 his personal 

experience w
ith G

oodw
in: 

—
 G

oodw
in "w

ent so far as to sub-
p

oen
a th

e d
efen

se attorn
ey of th

e 
prim

ary defendant" in a R
ichm

ond, 
V

a., case. G
oodw

in even "threatened to 
have him

 locked up . . . if he didn't show
 

up for the grand jury." Inside the grand 
jury room

, G
oodw

in dem
anded w

hether 
th

e attorn
ey h

ad
 an

y "
w

ire tap
p

in
g 

equipm
ent." R

ecounted Sager: "T
he 

fellow
 laughed in his face . ..., had a few

 
choice w

ords for him
 and left the grand 

jury room
." 

—
 D

u
rin

g th
e sam

e in
vestigation

, 
G

oodw
in grantedim

m
unity to the w

rong 
w

itn
ess. S

ager con
sid

ered
 th

is to b
e 

"just com
ical" but also concluded it w

as 
a "

grossly n
egligen

t act . . . C
 th

at 
w

o
u

ld
) su

g
g
est p

ro
fessio

n
a
l in

-
com

petence. 
—

 W
hen Sager criticized G

oodw
in's 

perform
ance, w

ith the w
tich finder tried 

to in
d

ict h
im

. A
s S

ager recalled
 th

is 
startling developm

ent: "H
e said to m

e, 
'M

r. Sager,' he says, 'you com
plained a 

little 'bit and I w
ant to protect you.' I 

said, 'P
rotect m

e? W
hat do you m

ean 
protect m

e? H
e said, 'W

ell, I w
ant to ad-

vise you of your rights.' I said, 'M
an, 

you've got to be crazy." . 
N

evertheless, G
oodw

in w
ent ahead 

w
ith an investigation of Sager and ac-

tually hauled him
 before a grand jury. 

Sager recalled that G
oodviin's questions 

"w
ere so ridiculous that it w

ould defy 
m

y im
agin

ation
 an

d
 logic as a p

ro-
secutor w

ith six years experience." T
he 

gran
d

 ju
ry fou

n
d

 n
o m

iscon
d

u
ct b

y 
Sager. H

e responded by filing charges 
ugainst G

oodw
in, but these w

ere ig-
nored by his superior, then-A

ssistant A
t-

torney. G
eneral R

ichard T
hornburgh. So 

Sager quit in disgust. "I'm
 disappointed 

and disillusioned," he said. 

A
fter listening to the secret testim

ony, 
R

ep. H
arold Saw

yer, R
-M

ich., snorted: 
"If I w

ere voting here based on w
hat I 

heard, I certainly w
ould vote to. hand : 

dow
n an indictm

ent on G
oodw

in. Y
ou 

certainly sold m
e on that." 

O
ther em

inent authorities have also 
condem

ned the w
itch finder. W

hitney 
N

orth Seym
our, the U

.S. attorney in 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, said G

oodw
in had "little i 

apparent regard. for 
the 

righ
ts of .t 

w
itnesses." P

rof. A
rthur K

inoy, a fam
- I 

ed
 con

stitu
tion

al law
yer w

h
o h

as 
review

ed G
oodw

in's record, called him
 

"one of the m
ost serious exam

ples of 
repression." Som

e of G
oodw

in's col- 4) 
leagues referred to him

 as "the grand 
inquisitor." 

G
ood

w
in

 is n
ow

 k
eep

in
g in

 th
e 

shadow
s, but he is still keeping an eye 

out for w
itches in the Justice bepirt-

m
ent's Internal Security Section. 
Footnote: G

oodw
in refused to take our 

calls for his com
m

ent. 


