
The Attorney General has referred t
o me the letter to him 

of August 17, 1970 from Herbe
rt E. Angel, Acting Archivist of  

the United States (a copy of which 
is attached), notifying the 

Department that it is time for the
 documents in the Numbered 

Document File of the Warren Commiss
ion which have previously 

been withheld from public scrutiny 
to be reviewed for the k - ..,  

urpose of determining whether any o
f those documents may now 

e released. Mr. Angel points out t
hat the documents of the 

epartment in question include "
about four linear feet of re-

ports of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation" and "Commission 

Document 355, a volume (about 2 inc
hes thick) of copies of / 

summaries of FBI interviews with 
acquaintances of Jack L. 	by." 

4r. Angel states that the Archives 
will be pleased to make 

these documents available to 
those members of the Department 

selected to review them. 	-• 
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SUBJECT: Five-Year Review of Wornulata
irri  
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• In late 1968, at the reques
t of the Attorney General, this 

Office made a complete review
 of all of the documents in the 

...-: 	Commission's 
files and listed those items which 

appeared to be 

ezY 	
releasable. We recommended to the 

Attorney General, however,
 

.0 	. that 
no release of:documents be made at

 that time. My prede- 

cessor,..Mr.,  Frank %4ozencraft, 
stated in a memorandum to the . 

.;.1, . 	REC-21 --r1L-1*-111:. Z 	/e)ef7d..- ,./...._— 	 ()I. Attbiney General that- 	
. 

(iln view of the lack of substa
ntive value of these • 

materials and the very small propor
tion which they 

C3 
cnr-.. 	represent of the total presen

tly withheld, I do not 

' 
beli.ve that any constructive 

purpose would be seise 

.444 	by ftheir release prior to the revie
w scheduled for 

a. 	197d
 for which this list would furnish
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The Attorney General accepted this recommendation, and no newr':
.' 

release of documents was made at that time. 
• 

; 	• : 	. 	I • s: 	• . • 	• 	 o:•••'• 	 • 

In view of the fact that the Department's documents which!;: 

are presently being withheld were generated by the Bureau,•ity
4.: 

I" 	
-, 

is appropriate that the Bureau assist in the present five-year".
--  

review. The inventory prepared by this Office in 1968 will • 

we believe, facilitate the task at hand. The attorney in this'. 

. 	.Office handling this matter is Steven P. Lockman, code
 187, ex-,. 

tension 2053. If you will designate an individual from the 

Bureau and direct him to notify Mr. Lockman, we can proceed„ 

with the review and the preparation of a recommendation to the 

Attorney General. 
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rear 1:1. Attorney General: 
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• , 	• availble for racearch. v.r• 

' This review was conducted in .n65 in accordance with "Guidellees 	' 	• 	' ! 
for Review of Eatcrial.s Submitted to th.e Fresident's Cemmiacir. 
on the Ac:,.acr.ination of 'President Kennedy," which were 2r:or:re-/ - 	 ; 	••:. 

Ni tic .T..:72partent of Just5.ce in con:illtation with the em.emenee 	" 	 • . . , 

which furhishod records to the Co:•7ission (Copy encleset1).  

these GuiJelines (pac 2) it t the ree.ren:litsility of the Are-:ist ' • 	i., :; 

of t'ne United States to nrran:c for cuccessive reviev= If ::7- -1;P' 
records of tT,o. C•2-•incion that ere w.1:hhel': fro res:r.n.h. .7..: 

	. i/..1..g# 	...Y.'. 
..'' it i now five :icara since the roview cf the .1'7un'›ored F:cv:.mens . 	. 

rile of thc Cc-inaloa in 1565, it in time ror the /locum:Int.. t:.h....t ..  

wore withheld from research at that ti n2 to to rt-re..1 ,c7a2.n as 	. ... 

indicated in the last rarara-oh of the r;lidelinea. f:712 7c.tf'.e-7.1.- 	 ••:::.. 

Archives will be pleased to show the eceuments witho' frt.:: '.. 

research at the recuent of yir.lr reeartiont to any mem'oera ef ye= .:: 	 .',., ., • 

-. • -• 	• 	
: 

staff ../ho nay be scl^cted to reviev then. 7.•.e felle:7:.n:: dec=ents. .... 	• 	. 
.-- 	,- arc withheld at the rconest of the Cffico-of IT Co%:.nael 02 the 

Denart7cent of Justice: 	. 	 • • - `•.•1  . 
• . 	• 	• 	
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, 	 About foar linear fest of recoi.c..s of the -.7oi-ef:]!:1',-meatr: 

...-. r• /.-:, 	. 	
:. • 

of InvestiGation. ......A.< q, .0/-::7-a, . 	, • 
. / 	.•• 	 ..; 	,. 

	

.....

• 

	r 4:... • 2 • 

• 
• 	• • 

c!-: 	- , ..,  

r 	
V.7  j 	f 	' 	

1:f.. -! , • • • 	•• 

	

A-.. . • . 	
-1'. 

42- /e2ee" --•  
4  SEP 3  rats 	 tHcosu.:-- - 

_.. • . ....._ •,,. • ■ 
! .7 ,7-,---.,.-,- ...,.....- 	. _ •••• ' 	 . 	

. 

'"' . • 	
gap 	 1.1 Freedom in rout Folirt With .-S.—Stniav Boatit i  , e '  

__—____ ........ .. 	. 	0 

The I-resident's Ce7m.icsion on the  	of Frcnie.ent  

tranr:ferred itn reccrOs to the rm.tionmA Archives in revem'zer 1;164. 
to be "per-enntiv pro•:terved under the rule: and ro:-.ulatioas cf. • 
the liational Archives' and applicable federal law' (cot of the 
Ceq-Alission, p. 	Tic recorda inclused semo.docum_uhich 

arc withheld f.,.1e!I dinclocure by specific statutes, security 
classified recovx:s, investiGatory files ce7lpiled for la:, enforce- 
rent rurposes, and redical and bersonncl records. It VC. 	 

that the records of the Conmission Yot!.'1 have l'eo be rew1ewc:1 en .  
C. document-by-docuent basis n orCer to identify Coe 	 '• 

few documents of this.nature that co....1d not'in=diate'-: be 	. • 
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2. 	 Docu:-cat 355, a velu= (e)cut VA, inches thick); 

or cts:15.cs of roc%.-....n.rie-.-,of FBI intervic-.:s with 
	l::: inter 

of ;Inc:: L. Rety 	 trz-_n=itted to the Ccr.nission 	
, 

by n letter e,IL,_sa Zebruzu-y b., 191:4, of the A*31st,?.nt Attorney. 
r  

• Cnra7. in ch:..v:o o: the CrLninal Division of the Eer.-irtment. 

wttwv:le.ur.:1= 	
- 

The 	
strff r2r.bers or the Vntionel Archive* my be called. 

for any addit!.en1 infer .:son that r:.y be neetled: 	raes 

Eeneff, Directer, LeGislative, Judicial c,
nd Dinlc=ntie Z:cor2.* 

Division, or Vr. nr.ricn 	Johnsen, en Coic.13, Zr.tenslen 23171. 

Sin%srely, 

HERY3EaT E. Anil. 
Actinz. Archivist 
of the United States • 

Enclesure 
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