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ork 

O
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m
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ontroversy
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P
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441.11101 M

ae w
ns. 

B
ehind the locked doors of an elaborate 

su
ite on

 th
e 35th

 floor of th
e 100 N

orth
 

M
ain B

uilding spraw
ls the nerve center of 

a su
p

er-secret law
 en

forcem
en

t in
telli-

gence netw
ork w

hich calls itself a private 
organization but is funded by the federal 
governm

ent to the tune of 523 m
illion a 

year. 
T

he R
egional O

rganized C
rim

e Inform
a-

tion
 C

en
ter —

 eq
u

ip
p

ed
 w

ith
 a su

rveil-
lance van, com

puters, pow
erful cam

eras, 
radio scram

bler devices and a sophisticat-
ed telephone system

 w
hich one observer 

says is com
p

arab
le to th

at u
sed

 b
y th

e 
nation's president w

hen he travels —
 has 

been in M
em

phis tw
o years. Y

et few
 M

em
-

p
h

is=
 are aw

are of it 
It's so h03h401311, In fact, that even U

.S. 
A

ttorney M
ike C

ody —
 the city's highest-

ran
k

in
g official in

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

ent, w
hich funds R

O
C

IC
 —

 insists he 
didn't know

 such a group w
as operating in 

M
em

phis. 
"

I n
ever even

 h
eard

 of it,"
 h

e said
. 

R
O

C
IC

's top m
an is R

ex A
rm

istead. 49, a 
form

er crim
inal intelligence officer of the 

M
ississippi H

ighw
ay P

atrol, and his top 
'assistant is B

ill P
rice, form

er M
em

phis 
p

olice ch
ief. T

h
ey su

p
ervise a staff th

at 
num

bers betw
een 20 and 30. 

A
rm

istead, described by som
e officials 

as a Jam
es B

ond-like super-agent, founded 
the center and is credited w

ith helping set 

up sim
ilar organizations in seven other 

areas of the country. H
e said R

O
C

IC
 serves 

as a clearin
gh

ou
se for in

form
ation

 on
 

"traveling crim
inals —

 the m
odern, m

o-
bile type," for m

em
ber law

 enforcem
ent 

agencies in 15 states. 

H
ig

h
ly M

o
b

ile 
R

O
C

IC
 itself has been highly m

obile 
since A

rm
istead started it 4''S years ago in 

Jackson, M
iss. It later m

oved its nerve cen-
ter to N

ew
 O

rleans before com
ing to M

em
-

phis. N
ow

 there are reports of an im
pend-

ing m
ove to Southaven. A

rm
istead and 

P
rice say no such m

ove is planned. 
A

rm
istead adm

its that the organization 
does not like to attract public attention 
and he refuses to allow

 his picture to be 
taken. B

ut despite the secrecy, controver-
sy has surfaced regarding R

O
C

IC
: 

• T
he federal m

oney for the center w
as 

once channeled through the M
em

phis P
o-

lice D
epartm

ent, but the police —
 w

hile 

m
aintaining m

em
bership in the organiza-

tion —
 called a halt to the "grantee" role 

because they felt they had no control over 
how

 the m
oney w

as spent. 
"R

O
C

IC
 w

as spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars on super-sensitive elec-
tronic equipm

ent, hundreds of thousands 
on travel and inform

ers and w
e couldn't 

get an accounting of how
 and for w

hat it 
w

as being spent" said P
olice D

irector R
. 

W
inslow

 C
hapm

an. T
he Justice D

epart-
m

en
t n

ow
 ch

an
n

els th
e fu

n
d

s th
rou

gh
 

N
orth C

arolina, one of the states under the 
R

O
C

IC
 um

brella. 
• C

ivil libertarians are concerned that 
the center m

ay be spying on private citi-
zens as w

ell as crim
inals. T

he W
est T

en-
nessee chapter of the A

m
erican C

ivil L
i-

berties U
nion is m

aking inquiries. A
C

L
U

 
attorney B

ruce K
ram

er w
rote the city at-

torney's office asking if R
O

C
K

 w
as en-

gaged in any dom
estic surveillance activ-

ity an
d

 if th
e rep

orted
 p

lan
 to m

ove to 

Southaven w
as an attem

pt to circum
vent a 

federal court consent decree entered into 
by A

C
L

U
 and the C

ity of M
em

phis. In the 
• 1975 decree, the city agreed not to keep 
files on

 p
olitical activists an

d
 en

gage in
 

dom
estic intelligence and surveillance of 

private citizens. 

S
p

yin
g

 D
en

ied
 

C
ity A

ttorn
ey =

P
ierce said

 h
is office 

has found "no evidence of any violation of 
th

e con
sen

t d
ecree, n

o evid
en

ce of an
y 

dom
estic surveillance." 

T
he city is expected to direct the A

C
L

U
 

inquiries to C
ody. 

P
rice said the organization "engages in 

no dom
estic intelligence. W

e are scrupu-
lous about that M

r. A
rm

istead has m
ade 

su
re of th

at."
 

P
rice added that R

O
C

IC
 has "no inten-

tion" of m
oving to Southaven. In fact, he 

said, it has an 114m
onth lease on its offices 

at 100 N
orth M

ain. 
U

ntil a few
 w

eeks ago, the offices had 
been located on the 30th floor of the sky-
scraper. Still to be m

oved to the 35th floor 
is its elaborate com

puter equipm
ent 

T
he center's offices open at 7 L

m
 and 

close at m
idnight seven days a w

eek. O
ffi-

cials say about 600 telephone calls are re-
ceived a day. 
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