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courtyard, go up the circle of steps, go west—go east again and
then to room $06. Would 1 be correct about that?

Mr. Repprrr. You would be correct.

Mr. Jounson. All right. Now I direct your attention to page 131
of Mark Lane's book, and I am directing your specific attention to
the third paragraph.

Mr. Repprrr. Which book is that, counsel?

Mr. Jounson. That is Code Name “Zorro”, The Murder of Martin
Luther King, Jr., Mark Lane and Dick Gregory, which has been
marked as exhibit F-185.

Now let me read to you, Mr. Redditt, from the third paragraph
here. It says:

According to Redditt

I am quoting now, at least Mark Lane is quoting you, 1

gather * * * )

about hall an hour, no more than 2 hours before Dr. King's assussination lieutenant
Arkin, who was in intelligence, cume down Lo the station, He said, Ed, they want to
see you nt headqunriers. Redditt was reluctant to leave his post, to abandon the
entire seeurily operation to Richmond. Hedditt had difficulty leaving, sinee his plun
o cut off n potentinl escupe from Lhe scene, should there be an attempt on Dr
Kirg's life, wns predicated upon o functioning team of at least two men.

Now my question to you, Mr. Redditt, does Mr. Lane in his quote
here adequately set out the situation of that afternocon?

Mr. Renorrr. No. No.

Mr. Jounson. Then, as this appeared in Mr. Lane's book, it is
absolutely erroneous; am I correct about that? )

Mr. Repprrr. Correct.

Mr. Jounson. 1 have no further questions.

One additional question. You have been asked earlier about a
plan. You seem to have suggested “being a policeman maybe I had
some ideas in mind about doing something to protect Dr. King,"
but Mr. Redditt, did there ever come a time, on either the 4th or
the 3d or any time before that you went to any of these buildings
and checked them out to see whether or not there was anythin%
that might give way to an assassin being in any of those buildings’

Mr. Reporrr. No.

Mr. Jonnson. Did you ever, knowing the parking area here and
the bushes on the embankment that leads directly over to Mulber-
ry Street, did you ever go through the parking lot and maybe
sither on the afterncon of the 3d or the morning or afternoon of
the 4th, just kind of walk through there and look around to see if
anybody was sitting over there?

Mr. Reppirr. No; the only thing was by the fire station.

Mr. Jounson. So if there ever was a time that you had a plan,
the ?f'ormulatiun of which was merely in your mind, no more, no
less?

Mr. REppirr. Correct.

Mr. Jounson. Because at no time, assuming that you had a plan,
did you ever undertake any kind of surveillance or security or
whatever to implement. Would 1 be right then in assuming that
even if you had a plan, you weren't sure yourself what the plan
would be, assuming that something would happen to Dr. King? Am
I correct about that?

Mr. Repprrr. Correct.

Mr. Jounson. I have no furt
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clvicL DISORDERS

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

{February 12, twough April 1B, vg)

[

A lcporl submitted to Mr, Frana Hollonion, Director
of Fire und Folice,

by

LI E. B Aviin, of the Intelligence Section of the Inspedtional
Durecu of the Mempliis Police Lepartment,

neTa———

U March 20,1968 (continued)

On 3/20/68 two Instances of Stril
wnd threats were made to burn doun both [
dug, March 22,1968, the date of the propos
Luther King Jr, And an obscene telephone

4 Councilman, Jerved Blanchard

On 3/20/68 Black Power Groups |

A soeth Mempids intimidating teachers and s
{ kolding classes on 3/22/68, The rumoy o
@ Minister, Rev, Ezekiel Bell had made arra

come fo Memphis and speak at kis church,
On 3/20/68 Local Black Powey m

other Black Power advocates went to the i
il demanded that he be allowed to speak to the

He was however told to leave.
Intelligence sources revealed tha

il planned march on March 22, 1968 was in the
| 5.C.L.C., and C, 0. M. E. member, and th
4 licipation én the march was in the hands of .
i| James Morris Lamson Jr., pasior of Cente:

Gerald Fanion, another Negro leader was o

,‘ the parking lot at Club Pavadise on the nigh
| cast over WLOK, Furthermore on 3/20/68

Lutker King, SCLC leader with leftist leani

4 lo the students at LeMoyne College referrin

ley, and denouncing ihe Viet Nam war, stat

| Jor their oun rights here, Bevel had been b
| drama Department instructor named Lee, a

Cabbage, local Black Power activist, and k
observed in the audigice;

Police LSSWenfs rematued con
ing of yarbage tricks thraughout the City, a

sivations, as well as the vegular neighborhe

§ March 21,1968

On 3/21/68 City Council member:

: J.0, Paiterson’s proposal allowing a dues
# bassed instead a resolution calling for madi
Wl down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federa

On 3/21/68 Dr. Martin Luther Kin

& organizing his Poor People's Campaign. , us
8 sumbol of the campaigin, In Memphis how ev.

tion received a telephoned threat on the Life

® @ man with what was described as having an

=20 -

(U
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Avril 1 1968 (eont bnsed) § Abrit 2,158 @Conthued)
Threals cpainst the Memplids Police came fu from a nunber vf urces frem all 3
bei  ‘em 3;30/68 and 4/1/68. And on one occasion, U.S. Civil Rights Commission wt 30 ag;";ﬁg’:f’: 3. !uﬂula converge on Memp
worker, Rosetla Miller, who Lkad been participating in the Demonsiralions since the Hur[ﬁglt.utfmr gi;[;.‘:": et Aestiphte for the

start of Lie nuitation ~irive, lold Det. Kedditl, that they were golayg Lo el Wi, cid
i she had ¢ pun herself, she weuld shoot hivn hersel). Tiis renuri was riede ne dodl Eiteltive
because it was known thal Det, £, ki, Redddtt was velwming biformalion from the meet= 4 p oo oo otgcch sources revealed that Chay
gy ha altended to the Meniphls Police Deparitment, 1 win vthar Ulach ac:;:fijﬁ:f‘:&" “T“ mesling
Marity Lutler & @ iy aldes, and th
5 was bein 3 ‘i
A wd 9P14 in ve: mbf % planned for ¢/3/6:

On April 1, 1968 Larrvy Payne, a Male Negro leenuger, who had bevn Lot
g Junding of the hvaders by Nai

dicriny the riols, afier he had been found lovting, and pulled a siife ou a Police Gyjicer,
was laying & stale in Clayborn Temple, The Bitimation being that his actious were Al 2 [or
sanctioned by C. 0, M. E. aud the negro ministers who divlled on tie issue of non-vie=4 y,, ;.. P s K968 a Mr, Robert Carmpbeil of 5

e MY : s iad recelved a tel :
lence seemed to be wavertng at this point in the a’ire:cﬂau af udc:l\ance. A sssociated who was g ,.,u:‘;’::",:::“ Jrom: Colum

‘ : ] ‘b
. ) i ﬁfff;:i fu; s March, he would be Aﬂfa;ﬁb‘:.g ﬁ:
. u J; ; is Policenian would be blamed for i, Jy.

s

) ! :-- veal wirere e hod recefved this ‘".’W‘ﬂﬂ tion, el
The Press Scimlilar on 4/2/68 uncer a story caplionad, MEMPHIS H5 QU
NIGHT, quotes Asst, Chlef Bill Price as veportiug that activily during the uwight of
had been no greater than usual, f: i
v\ /

( The Commercial Appeal carricd a story uncer the caplion : ik UYLENDALL
AUCUSES XING UF SPARKING MEMPHIS CLASH i which Tennessee Congressman i
Kuykendall on the Nouse floor accused Dr, Martin Luller King Jr. of agilating desh
fon and hatred in Memplis, \\: ;

o

It unother slory i the Commercilal Appeal undey the caplion: CITY STUDSE,

COUNT IR STEPS TO TUREAT O.FA’.'AS.) MARCH, It was reporied thal Mayor Hegzgp

Loeb was studying what legal stcps could be taken lo prevent anotier mass march, i

wnd among the yemedivs considered wera: Court Injunctions against Leaders; Resumpl
of the Curfew; anc liie, .T(aqf._ng_af Leaders under Peace and Finoncial Responsibillly

4/2/65 at a Pre ayh

- Bev, Jesse Jackson . an ? gﬂ.{{gm;:nfgﬁhmrhm:

i ?n.g‘.r/:.'/as. Fu:av. Kyles also announced thar A;

g hl"_u ty Complaints, Rev,Jesse Jackson called f
- uet8, Caca Cola Botiling Co, ; Harts Byend Co,

& '¢it Lairy Pred:cts., He accused wihite yacism ﬂ'l

7
In en luterview with mspector ‘Hmc on
:.1! NJ?:, 0 Liutahr aa;’ od Rev, Jares Mowz
Hogy riot on 5/28/68, \@lso accused Lawson .
alud Liat lie felt tlat Vageo aud Maxing Smith
4ot longer yuaintatn effectlEe leaderskip of f,

/
Spol smen foor thé'\Ne

' d Negro Ministars in

ld? Iynore i injuiction irgaingt Iloid’ktgr: Mni::
ly 7 devorted, s ng:.;gj strie oriented harass,

pril 3, 1968,

In a stery J}:'l the Press Scimilar of 4/2/68 under the capiion: COUNCIL T
NEW STRIKE ROLE, Iiluus raported that the City Council wes calling for resump
mediction lalks with tie Garbage Strikers. i

C.0.M. E. held a stralegy meetbig at Clayborn Temjle at 0AM kx
in which the ministers associated explored the possibility of securiug O, E. 0, and
P.C. money lv pay for an office jor them, and their aperalions. Al anotier m
C.0.M. E, leaders al the Lorraine Matel 6PM 4/2/68, some of the Membars
fha removal of James Morvris Lawson as leadar of CUMA, i

Uncer the caption of DAY UF DECIS
u:ﬁfo @ picture of Mayor Henry Loeb, “I:l giﬁfr:'t
" ‘mcm. entering the Federal Bullding seahin
atlonwide March to b led iy Memphig by Ly, |
#hows a plcture of br. Martin Luther King ap

The Commercigl Appeal of 3/3/6:
3/63 under the
T0 IGNORE ANY COURT BANS, carried a si

] .‘af_ﬁ:‘? » "such things as tnjunctions or peace

I'ie body of Laryy Payne who had been shol during the rioting 3/28/88
I .een laying in Stale at Clabborn Temple stnce 4/1/68 was viewed by thousaide §f DS
styikers and Strike Sympallisers. The Funeral was held in the Ten:ple in the :
wilh the Rev, B, T. Dumas officiating. mterment was in the New Park Cemclery ol
Luke Rocd. No incideints .cre reported disving the Funeval,

The headlines of the Prass Scimitar of 4/3/

Bayerd Rusitim oy the A, Phillip Rundolph Inst,, end Victor Gotbaum, CH PLANNED LED BY KING UNION MEN
(] AN., &

divarinr of the THetvint Cmrnil ':!’:9 Al the A EQOME flploe avwemiainad that 6008
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Detective Redditt did not at that time, nor has he since, questioned
the legitimacy of the threat. His only reaction at the time was that
he was not personally afraid. And his courage has never been
questioned especially as evidenced by his service to the department
during the sanitation strike, Detective Redditt has never since that
time raised any question with me in any way concerning the action
which was taken. I have seen him on numerous occasions during
the past 10 years, including a meeting on the street in the spring of
1976 when he advised me of his then intentions to run for Congress
as a Republican against the incumbent congressman, Harold Ford.
He did not at that time or at any other time raise the question of
any doubt as to my actions on April 4, 1968.

In view of the physical location of the fire station, it would have
been impossible for Detective Redditt or a score or more officers at
that location to have prevented the assassination. It would not
have been physically possible from that location to have even seen
from where the shot was fired. Patrolman Richmond, as dedicated
a professional pfficer as any I've known, was at the fire station and
observed Dr. King when he was shot and he was in no position to
prevent the assassination and could not do so. Detective Redditt
could not have either and I believe he has so testified in executive
session before this committee. Memoranda prepared contemporane-
ously with the events by Redditt and Richmond, and especially by
Patrolman Richmond, and contained in the homicide files of the
department should dispel all doubts as to the nature of the assign-
ment (it being one of surveillance and not of security) and the
effectiveness of these men at the fire station.’I believe the commit-
tee has interviewed Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond
and that they will testify before this committee. I respectfully
request that the statements of Redditt and Richmond as contained
in the homicide files and which I have furnished this committee be
made a part of the record of these hearings.

The records will reflect Detective Redditt was removed from his
post at approximately 4 p.m. on April 4, 1968. Since I was in
Federal court all day that day and considering the time when Dr.
King was shot, I do not believe Detective Redditt was removed
after I returned from court but that he was at the department and
had already been removed.

There apparently has been a persistent effort to prove a theory
or allegation that the FBI engaged in a conspiracy to asssassinate
Dr. King and that I, because of my past association with the FBI,
was a party to that conspiracy. It is unbelievable to me that the
FBI would even entertain such an idea. It is ludicrous and prepos-
terous that I would be a party to such a thing either directly or
indirectly. And now lately, as reported in the news media, the
ridiculous charge has beep made that former and off-duty FBI
agents assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King. Anyone, for whatever
evil or ulterior purposes, can dream up preposterous theories and
charges. Proving those theories or charges with truth and facts is
another matter and has not been accomplished.

I have been deeply disturbed that in view of my public service
and reputation in the community, I have been viciously and delib-
erately maligned and slandered—apparently without recourse.



