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H
ours before the R

ev. M
artin L

uther-K
ing Jr. w

as 
killed In M

em
phis in 1968, the city's top law

-enforce-
m

ent official, in the presence of m
en he identified as 

federal agents, rem
oved one of tw

o detectives assigned 
to w

atch the civil rights leader from
 his post. A

uthori-
ties said the rem

oval w
as part of an em

ergency plan 
to protect the detective's life. 

E
d R

edditt, the detective w
ho w

as rem
oved from

 
h
is p

o
st, h

ad
 p

rep
ared

 a co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 p

lan
 to

 en
ab

le 
th

e p
o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t to

 ap
p
reh

en
d
 an

 assassin
 

sh
o
u
ld

 an
 attem

p
t b

e m
ad

e o
n
 K

in
g
's life .w

h
ile h

e 
w

as at th
e L

o
rrain

e M
o
tel in

 M
em

p
h
is. T

h
e p

lan
, 

w
hich w

as never im
plem

ented, involved the sealing off 
of a four-block area around the m

otel. 
P

o
lice d

id
 n

o
t assig

n
 a rep

lacem
en

t fo
r R

ed
d
itt. 

B
ut they did leave the detective's partner on duty. 

F
rom

 interview
s and published stories, N

ew
sday 

h
as learn

ed
 th

at R
ed

d
itt an

d
 h

's p
artn

er, b
o
th

 m
em

-
bers of the M

em
phis police intelligence unit, w

atched 
K

ing and his staffers at the L
orraine through binocu-

lars fro
m

 th
e fire statio

n
 acro

ss th
e street. T

h
e tw

o
-

m
an unit earlier had provided security for K

ing and 
h
is p

arty
, an

d
 th

ey
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 k

eep
 th

e p
o
lice d

e-
partm

ent inform
ed of their m

ovem
ents and their visi-

tors. R
edditt and his partner, W

. B
. R

ichm
ond, w

ho 
are both black, had w

ithdraw
n from

 w
hat w

ould have 
b
een

 th
eir n

o
rm

al p
o
sitio

n
 w

ith
 th

e K
in

g
 p

arty
 b

e-
cause their presence, follow

ing recent riots in M
em

-
phis, had angered young local blacks. 

T
he police w

ere particularly concerned about a vi-
o
len

ce-p
ro

n
e b

lack
 g

ro
u
p
 called

 th
e In

v
ad

ers, w
h
o
, 

though they w
ere friendly w

ith the nonviolent K
ing 

an
d
 h

is asso
ciates, h

ad
 led

 an
 o

u
tb

reak
 o

f v
io

len
ce 

an
d
 lo

o
tin

g
 a w

eek
 earlier. N

ew
sd

ay
 recen

tly
 d

is-
closed that som

e of the leaders of the Invaders w
ere 

F
B

I inform
ants and had touched off the violence that 

w
as directly responsible for K

ing's return to M
em

phis 
the clay before his assassination. 

O
n
 A

p
ril 4

, th
e d

ay
 K

in
g
 w

as sh
o
t, fo

u
r arm

ed
 

m
em

bers of the Invaders, w
ho had been providing se- 

cu
rity

 fo
r K

in
g
 an

d
 h

is staff in
 th

e L
o
rrain

e M
o
tel, 

w
ere seen

 leav
in

g
 th

e m
o
tel—

fo
r u

n
ex

p
lain

ed
 

reasons—
just before 6 P

M
, m

inutes before K
ing w

as 
shot. A

lthough K
ing him

self never agreed to have the 
Invaders stand guard, som

e of his aides had agreed to 
th

eir p
resen

ce. O
n
e o

f th
e In

v
ad

ers stan
d
in

g
 g

u
ard

 
w

as an undercover M
em

phis police detective w
ho pro-

vided inform
ation for the police and the F

B
I. 

A
fter R

eddit w
as rem

oved from
 duty, he w

as told 
at a m

eeting in police headquarters that the U
.S

. S
e-

cret S
erv

ice h
ad

 learn
ed

 o
f a "co

n
tract" o

n
 h

is life. 
R

eddit protested, saying. that he w
anted to return to 

h
is p

o
st , b

u
t th

e city
's th

en
-p

u
b

lic safety
 d

irecto
r, 

F
rank H

ollornan, insisted on the.oflicer's rem
oval.'E

n 
route hom

e w
ith a police guard, R

edditt heard on the 
car radio that K

ing had been shot by an assassin. 
T

hree days later, the round-the-clock guard w
atch-

in
g
 R

ed
d
itt w

as rem
o
v
ed

 an
d
 h

e w
as allo

w
ed

 to
 re-

tu
rn

 to
 w

o
rk

. T
h
e p

o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t n

ev
er o

ffered
 

any further expalnation of the "contract" on his life. 
A

bout a w
eek before K

ing w
as killed, sources said, 

F
B

I inform
ers had told the M

em
phis P

olice D
epart-

m
en

t th
at R

ed
d
itt h

ad
 sh

o
w

n
 so

m
e sy

m
p
ath

y
 fo

r 
K

in
g
's cau

se b
y
 en

co
u
rag

in
g
 strik

in
g
 g

arb
ag

e 
w

orkers—
w

ho w
ere being supported by K

ing's nonvi-
o
len

t m
arch

es—
to

 stay aw
ay from

 w
ork. R

edditt's 
partner on the K

ing survaillance team
 w

ag considered 
m

ore loyal to the departm
ent, sources said. T

he part-
ner rem

ained at his post and reportedly w
as looking 

at K
ing through binoculars w

hen the civil rights lead-
ers w

as shot. 
T

h
e en

tire R
ed

d
itt affair is an

o
th

er in
 a ch

ain
 o

f 
curious circum

stances surrounding K
ing in the days 

and hours prior to his assassination. 
R

ecent disclosures that the F
B

I conducted exten-
sive surveillance of K

ing have prom
pted several gov-

ernm
ental inquiries. T

he S
enate Intelligence C

om
m

it-
tee said its investigation uncovered no evidence that 
im

p
licated

 th
e F

B
I in

 K
in

g
's m

u
rd

er o
r a co

v
er-u

p
. 

H
ow

ever, the com
m

ittee chairm
en, F

rank C
hurch (13- 

Idaho), has called for a federal special prosecutor to 
—

C
ontinued on P
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W
as R

em
oved B
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ing D

eath 

U
P

I P
h

oto 
A

 view
 from

 the hotel balcony on w
hich K

ing w
as standing w

hen he w
as struck by a suhot, apparen-H

y 
firtid

 fro
m

 circled
 w

in
d

o
w

. 

—
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inve s tigate the assassination to resolve "m
any unan-

sw
ered questions," including w

hether a bureau "yen- 
-d

elta" ag
ain

st K
in

g
 w

as related
 to

 h
is m

u
rd

er. T
h
e 

D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice is rev
iew

in
g
 th

e F
B

I's file o
n
 

R
ing and w

ill soon m
ake recom

m
endations to A

ttor- 
ney G

eneral E
dw

ard L
ev:. 

R
ed

d
itt an

d
 th

e o
fficials id

en
tified

 b
y

 N
ew

sd
ay

's 
sources as having been present at the A

pril 4 m
eeting 

at w
hich R

edditt w
as told of the "contract" on his life 

have refused to discuss the m
eeting. 

H
ollom

an acknow
ledged the report of a threat. "I 

did receive a report that there w
as a threat on O

fficer 
R

edditt's life. W
here it cam

e from
, i can't say." 

A
sked about the A

pril 4 m
eeting w

ith R
edditt in 

th
e p

resen
ce o

f a m
an

 id
en

tified
 b

y
 H

o
llo

m
an

 as a
.  

U
.S

. S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
t an

d
 o

th
er fed

eral au
th

o
ri-

t i es, H
o

llo
m

an
 said

 h
altin

g
ly

, ". . . I d
o

n
't recall. 

E
ven if I did I don't think I w

ould say." 
A

n
 o

fficial o
f th

e U
.S

. S
ecret S

erv
ice said

 h
e 

checked the agency's records and found no indication 
that an agent had been sent to M

em
phis at that tim

e. 
A

t the police headquarters m
eeting, H

ollom
an, ac-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 so
u
rces, in

tro
d
u
ced

 R
ed

d
itt to

 a "S
ecret 

S
ervice agent dow

n from
 W

ashington, D
.C

.," a m
an 

about six feet tall and w
eighing about 220 pounds. A

 
M

ississippi highw
ay patrolm

an, H
ollom

an .said, had 
overheard som

eone threatening to go to M
em

phis to 
kill R

edditt. T
he threat allegedly had been relayed to 

the U
.S

. S
ecret S

ervice and the agent had flow
n dow

n 
to

 d
eliv

er th
e m

essag
e to

 th
e M

em
p
h
is p

o
lice an

d
 

T
h
e m

an
 id

en
tified

 as th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

t 
v
erified

 H
o
llo

m
an

's acco
u
n
t, so

u
rces said

. A
lso

 
present, according to sources, w

ere the M
em

phis po-
lice chief, an F

B
I liaison agent, tw

o m
ilitary intellig-

ence officers, an official (rem
 he sheriff's office, a N

a-
tio

n
al G

u
ard

 o
fficial an

d
 a rep

resen
tativ

e o
f th

e 
T

ennessee state highw
ay patrol. 

T
h
e M

em
p
h
is p

o
lice ch

ief at th
e tim

e, Jam
es C

. 
M

acD
onald, now

 the chief adm
inistrator of the city's 

Juvenile C
ourt, could not be reached by telephone de-

spite num
erous attem

pts. In reply to a letter request-
ing inform

ation about the R
edditt affair, M

acD
onald 

w
rote: "I have been out of law

 enforcem
ent for seven 

y
e
a
rs. I h

a
v
e
 n

o
 c

o
m

m
e
n
t to

 m
a
k
e
 a

b
o
u
t y

o
u
r 

letter . . ." 

R
ed

d
itt p

ro
tested

 th
at h

e w
an

ted
 to

 retu
rn

 to h
is 

post, the sources said, but he w
as ordered not to.do so. 

H
ollom

an told him
 he w

ould be provided w
ith 24-hour 

p
ro

tectio
n

 at a lo
cal h

o
tel u

n
d

er an
 assu

m
ed

 n
am

e. 
R

edditt refused the hotel offer because his m
other-in-

law
, w

ho w
as living in his hom

e, w
as ill and could not 

b
e m

o
v
ed

. H
o
llo

m
an

 in
sisted

 th
at a 2

4
-h

o
u
r p

o
lice 

guard be posted at R
edditt's hom

e. 
F

or the tw
o days follow

ing the assassination, R
ed-

ditt asked to return to w
ork. E

ach request w
as denied. 

O
n the third day, a S

unday, he returned to w
ork w

ith- 
out further explanation. 	

- 
R

edditt's assassination contingency play, accord-
in

g
 to

 so
u

rces, called
 fo

r th
e en

tire fo
u

r-b
lo

ck
 area 

around K
ing's m

otel to be seale oft by patrol cars if 
so

m
eo

n
e tried

 to
 k

ill K
in

g
. A

ll streets w
ere to

 b
e 

closely w
atched in case of an assassination attem

pt. 
R

edditt is know
n to believe that if his plan had been 

in effect it w
ould have been im

possible for a lone as-
sassin, shooting from

 the suspected flophouse across 
the street, to have escaped. 


