Assassinrions
Probe: Mo Dig
Revelafions .,

BY JEIRY CONEN
and NICHOLAS C. CHItISS

Tirmas S1aif Writer

WASHINGTON—Despite a tediaus,
expensive and far-ranging investigy-
ton, a blue-ribhon cengressional
commitlee has uncovered no signifi-
cant evidence of conspiricy in the as-
sassinations of Presdent John F
Kennedy or Martin Luther King, ac-
cardin,
viewed by The Times.

Black leaders, in and out of the
government, were principally respon-
sible for creation of the House Sclect
Commiltee o Assassinations. refleel-
ing a strong belief among blucks that
James Earl Ray did not act alone in
the assassination of King,

But the commitice has developed
little about the King murder not al-
ready known Ly ‘Tennessee law en-
foereement agencies or anything sub-
stantial not known lo the Warren

IS310n years ago about the Ken-
nedy slaying.

The assassinations commultee i
split into two subcommiuees, one fo-
cusing on Kennedy, the other on
King.

Interviews and examinations of
commitlee records by Times repor-
lers show thil the commitiee ind ity

investigators have lubored 1mghtly
" to unearth cvigence of consgiracies in
both murders—but o 1o avall.

During its 20-manth-long invest-
gation, the commitiee has:

—3pent almost 85 mthon on staff
salaries. travel and expences and
wages for consultants, wneluding bal-
listics, foreiaie il muedigal ey is;

—Interviewed  upwards of 1500
witnesses, neinding some "hogks.'

—Examired voluminous doc-
uments, some litherto svorct, dedlung
with prior investigatons of bath as-
sassinations.

—Expended extensive offort re-
checking old leads discredited by pre-
or investigilors wid enising oiter
What conspiracy bufis—rusl purticy-
larly atlorney and author Mark Lane
—call "new evidence.

Some of the "new evidenee” has
lurned out largely (o be an assor-
ment of flimsy rumor, distortion and
plain uatruth. )

Witnesses interviewed often have
lermed some commiitee nvestigators
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Fard 15 4 member of (he congres-

sional Black Caucus, which exerted
ing pressure thif led w the comnuttee’s

- frealion in September of 1076, He
Yestraen, ecosling o sueh wit.
eluding  Alubangg author

sald 1n a reeent Memphis interview:
“I'm very pleased 4l the way the
he  commillee is moving, In the latter
part of July or August, when we open
Up ta the media, I think the American
peuple will be pleased as well . |, | We
are going to close it oul, lay the facts
before the American people.”
Ford placed emphasis on the phrase
he closeitoul”
is It remains to be seen, however, if
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e job because his Lalents were no
langer being fully utlized by he

commitlee.

Gay, a conspiracy advocate, was
commutice’s Lop adminis-

ane of the
tratars for almost a year-and-a- hal

and said he sull maingained contact

With some staff membors,

The eomeniiree, headed by a tough
law.and-order chiof counsel, Robert
Blakey, of Carnsil University, ap-
Parently will resolve al Jeast some of
the questians about the assassinations
that have fueled conspiracy theories
for years, | -

Blakey, as has been his custom and
28 he has insiructed staff members,
. declined to comment on the investi-

gation.

However, it is known that Blakey
see3 (the importanee of the Investiga-
tion as going far beyond supplying a
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It remains to be seen
if Americans will be sat-
isfied with the findings,
R e i
simple answer (o the single-killer or
conspiraey question,

It is understood Lhat he regards the
commitlee's joh as bemng one that will
furnish a broag range of recommen-
daligns abaul Lhe investigations of fy-
Lure ussussinations, if they oceur, and
the conduet of foderal HENCIeS, In-
cluting the PRI, Cla und Justice De-
pactinent during such times.

Rut clarifying unsubistantiated ry-

|
4"

(‘mors and exaggerations By conspiracy
1 buffs may turn vut 1o be the commit-

Llee’s prineipal service 1o the Amer;-
L ean publie.

This was confirmed, in eifect, by a

flep, Harold &,
ord, Democrat  from Memphis,

where King was murdered,

‘L.‘q.'ﬁmés Tuwnse lJ\

- committee’s findings. The body's final
report is due Dec. 31, )

AL least B0% of Lhe public balieves
the possibility of a cansrlracy in both
assassinations exist, polis show, and
fl. the percentage may be

among blacks and young people,

Almost from 113 inception, the com-
mitlee has been under Breat pressure
lo produce conspiratorial evidence to
Justify its existence.

f Toward that end, during the early

months, sad Donovan Gay, the for-
mer chief researcher, “we put out a
fEport  containing  unsubstantiated
evidence. IL was nol fabricaled, but it
certainly was exaggerated,

The pressure was so intense, said
Alvin Lewis, a Philadelphia lawyer

Who served in thé first several
months as the commillee's . depuly
counsel, thal “we began for
d Culispiracy.”

The pressure came imcpliculy from
such black leaders as Corelta Kin,
and one of King's elose ades, TN,
Ambassador Andrew Young—black
leaders who got the committee off the
ground and who are wedded Lo the
conspiracy thegry, Canversely, pres-
sure also came from skeptics in the
Huuse who fought creation of Lhe
special commiltee.

A% early as 1977, Rep. Robert 0%
Badham (R-Calif.) took nate of the
SUr secreey in which the comniiilee
works and its early promises of major
revelations when he said:

“When are we BOINg to have some
meat hung on the bones of Lhe assas.
sination committes reparl, or when
dre we going (o be advised in either
closed or apen session of what the
‘ommittee had done, or when are we

£eing o biring this w a elose

In March, he said that despite corn-
mittee subpoenas, extensive (rave,
emdpmymﬂnt of numerous eonsuliants
and an impressive urganizational
chart, “we have nothing on which we
can determine an Y sort of Juslif.cation
for kupln; this committee going."

Badham’s remarks from the floor of
the House reflect the view of many
colleagues and persans Interviewed

¥ Lhe commitlce or Its Investigators
thal its worl has been a dud, ar Jeast
ﬁs far as shedding new light on the
Hings,

O:hirs who were much more tiose-
Iy nvolved with Lhe murder vietims
arecritical far different reasons,

Anbassador Young sayd, "I've been
sati=fied all along Lhay nothing much
wuull.d come out of the committoe
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Il the commillee achieves any-
thing, Young sisd. it woull be to alert
Lthe nation o erroes nade by mvest-
gutors [ollowing the Kennedy and
King killings.

Sheplicism among persons inter-
viewed by the comnntice or s inves-
tigators 18 widespread. Many who
have had both mimninal and extensive
exposure (o commntlee guestiohing
say they have been usked nothing
that indicates investigators are onto
anything new. )

These persons range rom princlpal
witnesses of a decade ago, such as
William D. Pasley, who sold the
white Mustang to Ray in Birming-

- ham, to three writers responsible [or
books which claimed Ray acted alone
in sssassmating King: Wilham Brad-
ford Huse, Gerold Frank and George

" MeMillan.,

Huie told The Times, “The commit-
tee is a shameful concession to the
conspiracy racket.”

Huie said he told one committee in-
vestigators: "You can run that ma-
chine (tape recorder] the pext 20
bours and I'm not fmng Lo be able to
tell you anything [ haven't said and

. wrillen over and over." The author
said the commitlee had around 24
howrs of tape recorded interviews
‘with him,

Ray, Hule insists, was “driven by
the most insistent of all motives
which drive human beings ta commit

murder. The yearning of the nobody
lo be a somebody.”

Hute, like author Frank, was pre-
pared lo write a book dealing with a
conspiracy (o slay King, and early
material supplicd him by Ray,

Frank’s book, as a matter of fact,
was (o be entitled “Conapiracy: The
Story of the Men who Planned and
Carried out the Assassination of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr

“l would have made a lot more
meney on the boak if 1 had been able
Lo prave a conspiracy,” he said in an
interview.

Both Frank and Huie said commit-
Lee investigators had spent long hours
talking to them, Frank said of them:
“I gather they did not believe it was
nol a conpsiracy.”

McMillan, who spent six years on
his book, not only has talked with in-
vesligators but he has been sum-
maned here for guestioning by com-
mittee members. “My fealing” he
said, “is that the eommittee is golng
o end up answering rumors, nstead
of giving a careful narration of the
facts.”

Hay's first Amencan attorney after
his arrest in London, following the
shooling, & man he telegriphad from
an Engiish jail cell asking for help—

Arthur Hanes,of Birmingham—also
has been interviewed at great lengeh
by commitice investigators. He said
he also tucned aver his extensive files
and they were nol returtied for a year.

Hanes, an ex-FBI agent who has
defended a number of Ku Kilux
Klansmen in Alabama, calls the con-
mitlee investigation “a boondoggle
and a farce and a waste of Laxpayers'
maney."

|

“Their approach,” he added, “indi-

Toeates they have nothilgr, ahsalutely

nothing. They are rebashug all the
ald things they knew a long thne ago.
They have not added one fact of
evidence | did not know two mutiths
after | was in the case, not one per-
tment fact of evidence. Not one
damned thing.” 3

Doubt about the investigation's
uselulness cxisls even within the
commitiee membership itsell, aceord-
ing to one recent witness hefore Lhe
King subcommitice. former Memphis
detective Ed Heddit, a black. Redditt
claimed that during hus testimony a
cangressman, whose name he does
nol remember, testily said: “We
wasted 52 million on this.”

Redditt's Lestimony was particular-
ly jarring to the conspiracy constit-
uency’s position because |t upset a
distorted version of his role. That
version was Lhal Redditt had been
Ring's personal bodyguard on the day
of the assassination but was manipu-
lated away from his post two hours
before the shoating.

This meshed with the conspiracy
Lapestry and was accepted as further

. He insisted there wés
no way’ he could have
protected King,

evidence Lhat King was the victim of
a finely wrought plot,

(As a bluck police officer, Redditt
sald he had encountered hostility
his own community from blacks who
resented his survelllance of the civil
ights leader. He was removed from
his post in a fire stalion across from
the Lorraine Motel after he reported
threats on his hife, but his surveil-
lanee partner, Willie B. Richmend,
reiniined at the post. )

Mark Lane, the atlorney-author,
insista information he fave Lhe cui-
iutlee  aboul Redditt was “very
powerful stuff™ in support of con-
spiracy. Reddilt said that during his
lestimony one congresstan told him,
“You are the basis far opening (the
committee's) investigation.”

But Redditt told Times reporters he
had corrected the version perpet-
uated by conspiracy buffs during this
testimany. He said he lold the com-
mittee he was not King's personal bo-
dyguard and that even belore being
removed from his post he was 180

il
feet from the Lorraine Motel where
King later was shot.

He was merely keeping King under
surveillance, he said, and, durmg a
recent intecview with WMC-TV in
Memphis, he insisted there was “no
way, no way" he could have protect-
ed King from 180 leet away.

The distarted version, Heddilt con- .
ceded, circulated because he never
got around to downgrading It belare
he appeared before Lhe committee in
March. He sad he “apologized” to the
committee for not clarifying his role
earlier. He claimed what he had said
earlier had been taken out of context
by “people who write bocks over-
night."

In an_interview al his Tannessee
prison, Ray dismissed another favor-
ite theory advanced by the conspira-
¢y buffs: thal he was Lo ignorant and
unsophisticated to have fied unaided
to Europe via Canada, assemnbling
four aliases and various passports
along the way.

“l got those passports myself, no-
body helped me with mose.'ysaeay told
Times reporters in the presence of his
newest allorney, Mark Lane. As with
the Reddill theory, many conspiracy
buffs have alse pushed the version
that Ray could not have operated
alone in Canada,

He insisted, however, that oblain-
ing the documents in Canada was not
complicated, and he didmissed the ali-
ases by saying, "I don't know where |
gol all those alinses, bul | probably
gol them out of a magazine or the
phone boak."

Ray's brother, Jerry, his closest
family member, made a similar re-
vealing statement earlier to Times
reparters.

Asked if James Earl Ray's escape
to Burope via Canada afler Lhe ussas-~
sination had not been difficult, Jerry
Ray replied:

“James said that was the easiest
part of it all.” He declined lo elabor-
ate.

James Ray continues lo insist he
was (inanced during the year be-
tween his escape from a Missouri pr-
s50n and Lhe assassination by a “Latin-
type” named Raoul. Ray and Lane
claim Lo have finally identified a pho- '
Lograph of this man.

“There's no name connected with it
(the pholograph).” Ray suid. "It may

just be a common criminal.” Ray

added that he did not want Lo discuss
the matter in datail,

The committee, author MeMillan
and others believe, is seeking to con-
nect Ray's brother, Jerry, and other
members of the family, into some sort
of conspirucy directly or indirectly.

And Lhey believe the comnuliee
has atlempled 1o connect him Lo J.B.
Stoner, a rz‘-.lst and anti-Semite wha
lives in Marietta. Ga., and supports
Jerry Ray with “walking around
money,” us the latler put it.

During the interview in Tennes-
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seei Brushy Mountain Prison, James  began looking for a conspiracy,” in-
Earl Hav zud: stedd of cn{xducung .In striight invesii-
“They’re emphasizng mvesugaung  Bauon. Al Lowis sil. :
me gud varius (Hay) fanuly mem-  The first chief counsel, formier Phi-
bers." ;;u!ulphm pft"ostulur ltllrhhn;rd
" Sprague, was fired seven months af-
o S, g e 6 e v o i s s
) v . Spri as ublicity -minded,

Stener were questioned oxtengively 1§§“§§fm‘:c a-?; \\.‘-,.mlcd {uo much

Rzrtche commillee behind closed doars money and oo hig a m_n[{f.l ;

: ) Many black leaders felt the com-
L“!‘% moﬂ.,h. ”é’ E“'_"["E“gﬁ Chair- e’ was seriously crippled afier
mﬂrl;'m ':g' 1heuﬁ|ll tﬁu‘\” e ‘:;\::; Sprague’s depatiure, becuuss he
dP° et hlch aﬂa 4 meant 10 include the FBI and CIA in
lssnul-‘i'nlppc:; “re:g!l(‘llr?lmy o B s mvesuj?lwn. IE.E(]: prgsa!lr;:. cgﬁ

r the FBI and the
\ _“Should Caral Peppes and John gﬁﬂﬂsm;m&e with his investiga-

Ray cantinue (o assert a2 canvement tion.
lick of recollechion,” adied Stokes, When Sprague left, there was a

“the committee may have no choice G0% turnover of s1aff members. The
I b;“ lo bring l;":’-‘ actions eiher 16 faneing of the enmmitice then, in

the attention of the court for disposi- ly 1977, was 3o ten-

[ tion under its civil contemnt power or Laus;l?;?ﬁwaar;d;::dym el Lypewnter
betoee g:z rig:%ﬁ;; chD: certification of ribons and envelopes. one former
A B slaff
Both Stokes and Walter Fauntray ~°'oi-er noted.
(D-District of Columbia), chiirman of )
the King subcommilice, which ap- Unlike Sprague, Blakey clnlmped a
pears presently Lo be the most zctive  secrecy hid on the commiltoe's work
of the two, declined 1o speak with Which upset some congrossmen and
Times reporters, stafl members, _
The Kennedy end of the serutiny. it cui“{;’éé“"?ﬁ"éﬁ;ﬁ';hg 1‘:‘:1:;3;1::‘&"
18 understood, is winding dowm, whil : + y
oo o damm ¢ some  lantalizing  tdbits about ils
work n a January, 1978, report to
Interviews for (his article were Congress. A
cenducted in Birmingham and Haret- The report noted that the commit-
selle, Aln., Memphis, Atfanta, New toe was involved n some projecls
York, Philadelohin, Washington, which “have never befure been un-
Houslon and Los Angeles. dertaken 1o evaluate availabie
evlde_nca concerning Lhe assassina-
sources close lo the committee sug.  HOnS. . .

st that the King phase remains “a In other cases." il added, “ad-

ive investigation.” vaness n sclenufic technology will

The life and times of the commiuee  allow issues 1 be analyzed in signifi-

have not been casy, cantly gremer depth and detail than

A wiacubre joke among siaffers s Was possible at the ume of Lhe assus-

that they know one thmg for certayn:  SINBLIONS. o 4
neither Kennedy nor King commutted  Part of this process involves “phato
sulcide. enhancement,” or idenuiying “indivie

Cungress only  reluctantly gave duls rol readily recognizable in a
bisth lv the commitiee ‘[here were PRoLograph.” Such work in the past,
fears of stirting up more cuntroversy  for example. has resulted in a theory
and dissension 1n the counry about (et there were three men with a rifle
the assassinations. T'he commitice has 1N the bushes in front of the Kennedy
budgetar S35 million for s two-year ar in Dealey Plaza in Dallas.
Investigution, wnd a staff of 115, ’

The hull of the money has gone The committee reported (L was also
1o sgmu'lcs_—al.'s mullion 1n 1577 and uulizing another new technique, "la
$24mithion in 1978, Lrace outward from the Presuent the

In 1975 it has budgeted $300,000 for trajectory of the bullets which struck ]
"_'j*_"“l‘ $132.000 far consultaits. and approach Lo determine the |-
:;a&;ﬂ for witnesses plus ather ex- Irajectory of the bullets has ot been

NSes.

allempted previpusly,”

The commiltee has chirged with A new ucousties Lest alsa 15 being h
four tasks by Congress. Wha was the used Lo determine the number, direg- |
ASSASHN OF ussasans! D he or they  ‘tion and unung sequence of the shots }
have any ad? Did the 1S, S8ENCIES  fired i Dealey Plaza by means of a |
adequately perform thew duties 1o the computer printout of decibiel frequen-
mveshigations? Given the evidence cies, Lhe report said.
the committee has uncovered, should “An acousucal wialysis of the Kend
its dutics he extended” fedy ussassination has not been con-

But before it could even assemble a  gyored by an oificial nvestgaung
saff, in 1976, the comnuttee was in budy,” the report saud.
lrouble, Accorling o one early p At gne point, the committee called
adiministratur, there  was Pressure i a number of conspiracy huifs 1o get
from Congress 0 come up WIth  they dens. It has ncver called 1 he
evidence of u conspiracy before Lhe anuli-conspracy buils {or a similar
comnittee was a month old. "So we
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