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T
hirty-one m

inutes past tw
elve on a 

N
ovem

ber afternoon in D
allas, T

exas ... 
T

he sun w
as shining, T

exans w
ere 

w
e
lco

m
in

g
 th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
ys w

ith
 u

n
e
xp

e
cte

d
 

friendliness and the P
resident him

self had 
just agreed that "Y

ou can never say after 
this that they don't love you in T

exas." It w
as 

then that one of the m
ost able politicians the 

w
orld has know

n w
as assassinated by 

som
eone w

hose identity has never b
e
e
n
 

p
ro

ve
d
. 

E
xactly how

 he w
as assassinated is also 

u
n
kn

o
w

n
. It m

ig
h
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 an A

m
e
rica

n
 

p
o
litica

l a
ctio

n
, it m

ig
h
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

C
astro-inspired, it m

ight m
erely have been 

the w
ork of a psychopath..  

In
 a

tte
m

p
tin

g
 to

 th
ro

w
 n

e
w

 lig
h
t o

n
 th

e
 ' 

assassination, N
erin G

un has investigated 
th

e
 h

o
u
r-b

y-h
o
u
r e

ve
n
ts p

re
ce

d
in

g
 a

n
d
 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e
 tra

g
e
d
y a

n
d
 fu

lly e
xa

m
in

e
s th

e
 

b
a
ckg

ro
u
n
d
 o

f th
e
 le

a
d
in

g
 p

ro
ta

g
o
n
ists 

involved. H
e traced the steps of Lee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald as far as M

exico and presents a 
penetrating portrait of the N

o. 1 suspect. H
e 

also poses m
any pertinent questions 

regarding the alleged assassin. W
ho, for 

exam
ple, exactly w

as he ? W
as he a U

.S
. 

S
ecret S

ervice agent ? W
as he the only 

killer, or w
ere there others ? W

hy hasn't the
.  

(co
n

tin
u

ed
 o

n
 b

ack flap
) 
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N
oon C

avalcade in D
allas 

T
H

E
 P

IT
IL

E
S

S
 G

L
A

R
E

 of the T
exan sun w

as m
aking Jacque-

line K
ennedy .very uncom

fortable, but she dared not put 
on her blue-tinted sunglasses; she m

ust keep on w
aving and 

sm
iling at the crow

ds cheering along both sides of the route. 
It w

as a joy-day in D
allas. T

he enthusiasm
 of the tow

ns-
folk had surprised all those in the procession. John F

itz-
g
erald

 K
en

n
ed

y
, seated

 o
n
 th

e rig
h
t o

f th
e h

u
g
e b

lu
e 

L
incoln-C

ontinental bearing the num
ber-plate G

G
-3oo of 

the C
olum

bia district, w
as thoroughly enjoying it all. H

e 
kept turning from

 right to left, and back again, w
aving and 

beam
ing that w

ide presidential sm
ile. 

H
e had been w

arned to expect som
ething quite different 

from
 this from

 the hair-trigger-tem
pered T

exans. H
e had 

been told that they w
ould spit in his face —

 as had happened 
a few

 w
eeks before to A

dlii S
tevenson. T

his w
as, after all, 

the dom
ain of his bitter rival, S

enator B
arry G

oldw
ater, w

ho 
w

anted to turn back the clock to the days of K
ing G

eorge 
III. Y

et n
o

w
 h

e w
as b

ein
g

 receiv
ed

 w
ith

 acclam
atio

n
, 

"H
ow

dy Jack" and "V
iva Jacuelina" resounding on every 

side, received yet m
ore w

arm
ly than in P

aris, M
exico or 

even B
erlin. T

he very w
eather had changed for him

, despite 
the w

arnings of last evening's papers, w
hich had forecast 

fain and m
ist. T

he tem
perature w

as 85 °  F
 in

 th
e sh

ad
e. It 

w
as F

riday, N
ovem

ber 2
2 nd, 1963. 



I2
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

T
he presidential procession w

as preceded only by m
otor-

cy
cle o

u
trid

ers fro
m

 th
e lo

cal p
o

lice. T
h

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 

o
rd

ered
 n

o
t to

 u
se th

eir siren
s at all, p

erh
ap

s so
 th

at th
e 

cheers of the crow
d, expected to be far less w

arm
, should be 

heard to the full. 
A

t m
idday, the procession arrived at the centre of D

allas, 
that w

ide-spreading tow
n —

 in T
exas everything and every-

body is larger than anyw
here else —

 w
hose real population 

centre is relatively tiny. T
here is just,the one principal road, 

M
ain S

treet, reflected in several parallel byw
ays. 

P
resident K

ennedy glanced at the sm
all w

hitew
ashed 

b
u
ild

in
g
, p

seu
d
o
-S

p
an

ish
 in

 sty
le, stan

d
in

g
 at th

e sh
arp

 
corner w

here H
arw

ood S
treet turns into M

ain S
treet. T

his 
w

as the C
ity H

all, w
hose basem

ent houses the police head-
quarters. F

rom
 a w

indow
 of his office on the third floor, 

D
istrict A

ttorney W
ade w

as w
atching the passing of the 

cav
alcad

e. Ju
st ab

o
v

e h
im

 w
as th

e d
eten

tio
n

 cen
tre fo

r 
"his" suspects. 

O
N

 T
H

E
 tw

o bucket-seats of the special L
incoln, opposite 

th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 M

rs K
en

n
ed

y
, w

ere Jo
h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

, 
also

 o
n
 th

e rig
h
t, an

d
 h

is w
ife N

ellie. C
o
n
n
ally

 is th
e 

G
overnor of T

exas, and a loyal supporter of the P
resident -

w
hose N

avy M
inister he had been not long previously. 

T
he original plan had been for the T

exas S
enator, R

alph 
Y

arb
o

ro
u

g
h

, to
 h

av
e th

e h
o

n
o

u
r o

f trav
ellin

g
 w

ith
 th

e 
presidential couple. Y

arborough is the leader of the T
exan 

lib
erals, an

d
 w

as at th
e tim

e m
ak

in
g
 th

in
g
s d

ifficu
lt all 

round because of the presence of V
ice-P

resident Johnson, 
w

hom
 he considered a rival. In fact, he had obstinately and 

persistently refused to sit beside L
yndon Johnson, calling 

him
 "the sleeping m

um
m

y"; and K
ennedy, w

ho had com
e 

to
 T

ex
as in

 o
rd

er to
 re-u

n
ite th

e p
arty

 th
ere, tried

 to
 

sm
ooth him

 dow
n by offering him

 a place in his ow
n car. 

B
ut that m

orning Y
arborough's ill-hum

our seem
ed to have 
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vanished like, the fog and m
ists of the previous evening. 

S
m

ilin
g
 an

d
 sh

ak
in

g
 h

an
d
s, h

e g
o
t w

illin
g
ly

 in
to

 th
e 

Johnsons' car. 

T
H

E
 JO

H
N

S
O

N
S

' car w
as the third in the procession, being 

preceded by the "Q
ueen M

ary" —
 the S

ecret S
ervice m

en's 
shuttered vehicle, w

ith officers arm
ed w

ith sub-m
achine-

guns on the running-boards. S
om

e of these faced forw
ard, 

an
d
 o

th
ers b

ack
 to

w
ard

s Jo
h
n
so

n
, an

 ad
d
ed

 p
recau

tio
n
 

since for obvious reasons the P
resident and V

ice-P
resident 

should never travel together. 
"B

ut here in T
exas," grum

bled W
inson G

. L
aw

son, head 
of the presidential bodyguard, "nobody listens to reason." 
A

t his side, but outside the car, standing balanced upon the 
left running-board, w

as special agent C
lint H

ill, com
plain-

ing of the great heat, and that he w
as hungry. 

T
he press car w

as further back. T
he reporters w

ere also 
h
u
n
g
ry

, an
d
 still m

o
re th

irsty
. T

h
ey

 w
ere w

o
n
d
erin

g
 

w
hether they w

ould be able to get som
e S

cotch at the T
rade 

M
art, their destination, w

hile the banquet w
as going on. 

D
allas is a "dry" tow

n, w
here alcohol cannot be bought 

in
 a p

u
b
lic b

ar; y
o
u
 h

av
e to

 b
elo

n
g
 to

 a clu
b
, o

r b
u
y
 a 

bottle and take it back to your hotel room
 to drink. F

or-
tunately, a colleague on the D

allas Tim
es had passed round 

so
m

e b
o
o
k
lets o

f v
o
u
ch

ers au
th

o
risin

g
 th

e p
u
rch

ase o
f 

drinks at the P
ress C

lub prem
ises. S

o from
 tim

e to tim
e one 

of the journalists stopped the press bus, leaving the proccs-
sion and m

aking tracks for the P
ress C

lub. 
R

ear-A
dm

iral G
eorge B

uckley, the P
resident's doctor, 

dozed in the last car of all, far aw
ay from

 the K
ennedys. 

T
h
ese affairs tired

 h
im

 o
u
t, an

d
 h

e h
ad

 n
o
t p

ro
p
erly

 
digested his hotel breakfast. 

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

 K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
 

sm
iled

 acro
ss at a d

ark
, w

ell-
b

u
ilt w

om
an

 w
h

o w
as ap

p
lau

d
in

g sp
irited

ly. T
h

is w
as 
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A
n
to

n
ietta S

tella, p
rim

a d
o
n
n
a o

f th
e D

allas O
p
era, 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 in

terru
p

ted
 reh

earsals fo
r 

B
allo in

 M
asch

era, 
soon to have a gala first night, because she w

ished to see 
K

ennedy. 
T

hen, for a m
om

ent forgetting the crow
ds, the P

resident 
stu

d
ied

 th
e b

u
n
tin

g
 stru

n
g
 fro

m
 b

u
ild

in
g

 to
 b

u
ild

in
g

, 
prettily transform

ing the appearance of M
ain S

treet. T
hese 

decorations w
ere not for him

; the silver angels w
ith gilded 

w
ings and red-and-w

hite plastic S
anta C

lauses, hand-in-
hand w

ere part of the traditional display w
hich every self-

respecting A
m

erican tow
n puts on as C

hristm
as draw

s near. 
C

ertainly, D
ecem

ber 25th w
as still far off —

 but in D
allas, 

the tow
n of the new

ly-rich, w
here everyone is extrem

ely 
rich, they alw

ays start w
ell ahead of "the rest". 

John K
ennedy m

ust have thought then of the presents he 
w

ould take back to his children w
hen he returned hom

e on 
M

onday. It w
ould be a special occasion. John-John (as he 

lovingly called him
, disliking the bourgeois term

 "junior") 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

ree y
ears o

ld
 o

n
 th

at d
ay

. A
n
d
 C

aro
lin

e, th
e 

charm
ing, im

pudent "big girl", w
ould be six on W

ednes-
day. T

hat very m
orning, the P

resident had been given an 
enorm

ous cow
boy hat; he could im

agine John-John's joy 
w

hen he took it back to him
 . . . W

ould there be tim
e to buy 

som
ething else as w

ell? 

A
T

 T
IL

E
 T

rade M
art —

 a sort of exhibition hall —
 hundreds 

o
f th

e to
w

n
's lead

in
g

 citizen
s h

ad
 b

eg
u

n
 th

eir m
eal, 

expecting to hear K
ennedy's speech at dessert. T

he text had 
alread

y
 b

een
 d

istrib
u
ted

 in
 ad

v
an

ce to
 th

e jo
u
rn

alists 
p

resen
t b

y
 a W

h
ite H

o
u

se aide. T
h
e g

u
ests h

ad
 p

aid
 a 

hundred dollars a head for the privilege of being there. F
or 

this, they w
ere served great w

edges of K
ansas steak and 

baked potatoes Idaho. T
he R

everend J. A
. S

chum
acher, 

o
f th

e D
allas d

io
cese, h

ad
 g

ran
ted

 a sp
ecial d

isp
en

sa-
tion fo

r th
e d

a
y
, a

lth
o
u

g
h

 a
 F

rid
a
y
, so

 th
a
t h

is C
a
th

o
lic 
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flo
ck

 co
u
ld

 eat th
eir steak

s in
 

th
e P

resid
en

t's h
o
n
o
u
r. 

D
avid M

iller, a seventeen-year-old cashier at a nearby 
superm

Z
rket, had finished w

ork, and taken along his new
 

instantprint cam
era, m

eaning to use it this sam
e afternoon 

for the first tim
e. H

e saw
 the procession near the N

eim
an, 

M
arcus crossing, but decided to take his pictures further 

alo
n

g
, w

h
ere it w

as m
o

re o
p

en
, w

ith
 n

o
 sk

y
scrap

ers to
 

shadow
 his subject. T

here .w
as plenty of tim

e, since the 
procession w

as m
oving forw

ard at only about fifteen m
iles 

an hour, and now
 and then com

ing to a standstill. 

A
LL D

A
L

L
A

S
 seem

ed to be on the street: the schoolchildren 
w

aving flags, m
ostly C

onfederate ones, true,• but w
hat did 

that m
atter? S

hirt-sleeved m
en cried• "H

ooray". C
onfetti 

poured from
 the w

indow
s. T

he police looked on sm
iling, not 

interfering as people sw
arm

ed all over the footpaths to get 
nearer the presidential car. T

hey looked rather as if they 
h

ad
 step

p
ed

 o
u

t o
f a Jo

h
n

 F
o

rd
 film

, th
ese D

allas 
p

o
licem

en
, in

 th
eir g

o
ld

-em
b

ro
id

ered
 g

rey
 u

n
ifo

rm
, 

w
ith huge stetsons pulled dow

n over their eyes, revolvers 
in

laid
 w

ith
 silv

er an
d
 b

elts d
o
tted

 w
ith

 sem
i-p

recio
u
s 

stones. 
Y

es, all D
allas w

as out on the street —
 except, perhaps, for 

the duty editorial staff of the D
allas N

ew
s, preparing the 

evening edition. O
bviously they hadn't too m

uch to do: the 
speech had already gone to press, w

ith an account of the 
visit w

ritten up in advande, and a photo of the arrival at 
the airport already in place above six colum

ns of "copy" on 
the front page. T

he unexpected apart, all w
as ready. In any 

case, the F
riday evening edition w

as alw
ays rather routine -

people don't read m
uch on a S

aturday, day of odd jobs and 
departures for the w

eek-end. 

T
O

N
I Z

O
P

P
I, 

ed
ito

r o
f th

e sh
o
w

 b
u
sin

ess p
ag

e, h
ad

 a 
visitor, a certain Jack R

uby, w
ho cam

e in to talk about his 



ti 
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club, the Carousel. H
e seem

ed quite unconcerned w
ith w

hat 
w

as going on in the tow
n. 

S
id

n
ey

 M
arcu

s, b
o
ss o

f N
iem

an
-M

arcu
s, th

e m
o
st 

exclusive store in T
exas, certainly in A

m
erica, perhaps in 

the w
orld, w

as w
aiting on the m

ain entrance steps. H
e w

as 
w

ondering w
hether Jacqueline K

ennedy w
ould find tim

e 
to

 co
m

e an
d
 b

u
y
 so

m
eth

in
g
 th

ere. T
h
an

k
 g

o
o
d
n
ess, th

e 
store did not need the publicity —

 petrol m
illionaires queue 

u
p

 to
 g

et in
 —

 b
u

t to
 h

av
e as a' cu

sto
m

er a F
irst L

ad
y

 
renow

ned for her elegant good taste w
ould certainly do no 

h
arm

. 
A

 rem
arkable shop, this N

iem
an-M

arcus: and everyone 
in the procession instinctively looked into its w

indow
s,. as 

they drew
 level. P

erhaps they recalled the story of the T
exan 

blessed by the O
il-gods w

ho cam
e to M

arcus one m
orning, 

a few
 days before C

hristm
as, and declared: 

"I'll b
u
y
 all th

e w
in

d
o
w

-d
isp

lay
s as th

ey
 stan

d
. Ju

st 
shift the lot to m

y ranch, around m
y w

ife's w
indow

 —
 it's m

y 
C

hristm
as present to her." 

T
he story is true. T

rue, too, the one about the farm
w

ife 
w

ho cam
e to the store bare-footed. S

he m
ade purchases 

rig
h
t an

d
 left, to

 th
e v

alu
e o

f h
u
n
d
red

s o
f th

o
u
san

d
s o

f 
dollars, and finally bought one pair of shoes, w

hich she put 
on on the spot. 

"B
ut —

 forgive m
e, M

adam
e —

 w
hy did you com

e bare-
footed ?" 

"T
hey O

nly struck oil on our land the day before yester-
day. I've never had any shoes in m

y life before." 
A

t N
iem

an
, M

arcu
s th

ey
 sell m

o
re m

in
k

 co
ats th

an
 

anyw
here else in A

m
erica, and that in a region w

here it is 
alm

o
st alw

ay
s trem

en
d
o
u
sly

 h
o
t. T

h
ey

 h
av

e a B
arg

ain
 

C
o

u
n

ter w
ith

 a m
in

im
u

m
 p

rice o
f ten

 th
o

u
san

d
 d

o
llars. 

T
he sugar in the sugar-bow

ls of the restaurant is sea-blue, to 
m

atch the w
alls. F

or eight thousand dollars you can buy 
a ready-m

ade library. O
r M

arcus w
ill choose a collection 
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of P
icassos or B

racques for you, and send a professor to. 
instruct you in the rudim

ents of the history of art . . . O
r 

hire guests for your daughter's w
edding 

N
iem

an, M
arcus is the pride of D

allas, as D
allas is the 

pride of T
exas. 

T
H

E
 "

S
N

O
B

S
"

 w
ho live there claim

 that D
allas is the P

aris 
o
f th

e o
il-m

illio
n
aires. B

u
t th

e C
h
am

b
er o

f C
o
m

m
erce 

frow
ns upon any such com

parison. F
or ninety per cent of 

the tow
n's 634,462 inhabitants have never in their lives 

heard of P
aris —

 unless you m
ean the' village of that nam

e 
about a hundred m

iles aw
ay to the east, lost in the great 

T
exan plains. 
D

allas is a sm
art city, w

him
sically and artificially con-

structcd in the desert. It sparkles like one of those shining 
cars all over chrom

e, in brilliant colours, w
ith push-button 

conversion, radio, pick-up and bar, abandoned in a sand-
dune. It is a m

etropolis not only because it has a theatre and 
occasional opera (very rate things in the F

ar W
est), and a 

fine university, but above all because it is the capital for 
cotton, banking and oil. 

D
allas is a fabulous city, w

ith hom
es w

here the kitchen 
taps run not only w

ith cold and hot w
ater, and iced w

ater, 
but also w

ith foam
ing w

ine on dem
and..It has a building 

w
hose tenants can w

atch w
hat goes on in the vestibule and 

corridors through closed-circuit colour television. It has 
a sixteen-lane m

otorw
ay, the biggest in the w

orld. B
iggest in 

the w
orld, too, is its m

otel, w
here the w

aitresses are dressed 
as slaves of ancient R

om
e, and serve their custom

ers on 
terraces decorated like those of the P

alace .  of the C
aesars.. 

• 
D

allas ow
es its nam

e to one of the m
ost obscure, vice-

, presidents of the U
nited S

tates, a P
hiladelphian w

ho served 
under P

olk. It has an airport w
here the public m

ove from
 

one counter to another by m
eans of a m

oving pavem
ent. It 

h
as th

e m
o

st lu
x

u
rio

u
s v

illas o
f th

e co
n

tin
en

t —
 Jo

h
n
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M
urcheson's is as big as the W

hite H
ouse, and in D

allas 
lives H

. L
. H

unt, w
hose incom

e is $150,000 a day. D
allas is 

also very proud of its D
istrict A

ttorney, H
enry W

ade, w
ho 

has the reputation of being infallible: out of tw
enty-four 

accused persons for capital offences, he has sent tw
enty-tw

o 
to the electric chair. 

D
O

U
G

L
A

S
 K

IK
E

R
, special correspondent of the N

ew
 T

urk 
H

erald Tribune, w
as w

ondering if the press car w
ould arrive 

at its destination in tim
e to allow

 him
 to telephone to his 

office: it w
as now

 a quarter past tw
elve. 

H
e had decided to w

rite a piece about Jacqueline. T
hat 

day she w
as radiant. S

uch, at least, w
as K

iker's im
pression 

as he w
atched her sm

iling, slightly w
aving a hand, m

aking 
rem

arks to her husband w
hich seem

ed to am
use him

.. H
er 

straw
berry-pink w

ool dress suited her like a dream
, her pill-

box hat w
as of the sam

e colour and C
hanel could be proud 

of her. 
O

rd
in

arily
, Jacq

u
elin

e d
islik

es h
ats; so

 m
u
ch

 so
, th

at 
o
n
 o

n
e o

ccasio
n
 sh

e receiv
ed

 a p
etitio

n
 fro

m
 a n

atio
n
al 

delegation of despairing m
illiners. B

ut on this particular 
clay

 sh
e w

an
ted

 to
 p

lease th
e lo

cal m
atro

n
s. F

o
r all its 

dream
s of grandeur, D

allas is still only a provincial city, and 
in A

m
erica provincial ladies consider the hat indispensable 

—
 as m

uch for them
selves as for a general in uniform

. T
hey 

w
ear hats to go shopping, w

hile taking tea, at church and at 
concerts. E

ven at the office, they w
ork w

ith hats on their 
heads . . . 

T
he P

resident w
as• obviously delighted w

ith his w
ife at 

th
at m

o
m

en
t, p

ro
u

d
 o

f h
er ch

arm
, h

er eleg
an

ce, h
er 

popularity . . . H
e knew

 that Jacqueline w
as his greatest 

electoral asset, and w
as the first to say so. T

hat m
orning, 

w
hile speaking to the crow

d assem
bled before his hotel at 

F
o
rt W

o
rth

, h
e h

ad
 ex

p
lain

ed
 w

h
y
 h

e h
ad

 co
m

e o
u
t 

alo
n
e: 
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"M
rs K

en
n

ed
y

's still g
ettin

g
 read

y
 . . . S

h
e tak

es a b
it '- 

lo
n

g
er th

an
 w

e d
o

, b
u

t th
en

 sh
e's a lo

t b
etter-lo

o
k

in
g

!" 
T

hey had been m
arried exactly ten years, tw

o m
onths 

and ten days, give or take a m
inute or so, at that m

om
ent 

w
hen the car drew

 near to H
ouston S

treet, a road running 
alo

n
g
 th

e S
o
u
th

 sid
e o

f th
e rectan

g
le reg

ard
ed

 as th
e 

"d
o

w
n

to
w

n
" o

f D
allas —

 th
e cen

tre o
f th

e city
. M

ad
g
e 

Y
altin, an em

ployee of the S
urvey D

epartm
ent, rem

arked 
to her friend Julie T

arati: 
"Y

ou'd think they w
ere on honeym

oon!" 
E

v
en

 th
e h

ard
en

ed
 p

ressm
en

 w
ere asto

n
ish

ed
 to

 see 
Jacqueline K

ennedy so gay, so lively, so very m
uch the 

"p
o
litician

's w
ife". A

t th
e start o

f th
e jo

u
rn

ey
, w

h
en

 
A

ndrew
 H

atcher, the negro A
ssistant P

ress S
ecretary, had 

announced that M
rs K

ennedy w
ould be there, there had 

been som
e sarcastic com

m
ents. 

T
he F

irst L
ady hated electoral tours; she had kept out of 

electio
n

eerin
g

' sin
ce th

e p
resid

en
tial n

o
m

in
atio

n
 an

d
 

candidature. B
ut today she w

as m
ore the "professional" 

than even the party diehards. S
he w

as in her elem
ent. 

It w
as tw

enty seven m
inutes past tw

elve. 
D

etective B
uddy W

althers w
as on the corner of M

ain and 
H

o
u
sto

n
 S

treets w
h
en

 th
e p

resid
en

tial L
in

co
ln

 p
assed

, 
turning right close up to the pavem

ent. W
althers w

as not 
o
n
 d

u
ty

. O
n
e o

f th
e C

o
u
n
ty

 S
h
eriff's m

en
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 n

o
 

responsibility at all for public order in the tow
n, he had 

just com
e to see the show

. B
ut from

 tim
e to tim

e he looked 
tow

ards the provincial lock-up on the top three floors of the 
building there, w

here m
any of the prisoners had been given 

perm
ission to look out of the w

indow
s. 	

• 
T

o
 b

e p
recise, it sh

o
u
ld

 b
e said

 th
at th

ere w
ere tw

o
 

b
u

ild
in

g
s u

n
d

er th
e S

h
eriff's ju

risd
ictio

n
. O

n
e, o

n
 th

e 
opposite side of the road, on the left, looked like an old 
deserted castle, H

ere w
ere the court-house, the R

ecords 
D

ep
artm

en
t an

d
 certain

 ad
m

in
istrativ

e o
ffices. S

h
eriff 
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D
ecker's offices, and the prison, w

ere in the new
 building 

on the right. 
T

h
e p

resid
en

tial p
ro

cessio
n
 h

ad
 little m

o
re th

an
 a 

hundred yards to go along H
ouston S

treet before m
aking 

yet another turn, sharp left into E
lm

 S
treet. 

Just in front of the S
heriff's offices w

as a kind of m
onu-

m
ent, apparently copied from

 the Joliette of the S
choen-

brunn P
alace at V

ienna, its centre-piece a statue of S
am

 

H
ouston, the T

exan hero. B
eyond w

ere green law
ns hap-

hazardly but efficiently cries-crossed by roads leading into 

the S
tem

m
ons m

otorw
ay, w

hich cuts D
allas in tw

o. O
nce 

on this m
otorw

ay, the procession w
ould pick up speed and 

arrive w
ithin a few

 m
inutes at the T

rade M
art, just a few

 

m
iles fu

rth
er o

n
. F

u
rth

er still, ag
ain

 at th
e rig

h
t o

f th
e 

m
otorw

ay, w
as the P

arkland M
unicipal H

ospital. 

T
here w

ere alm
ost no m

ore police left along E
lm

 S
treet; 

Jam
es M

. C
haney, the m

otorcyclist preceding the presi-

dential car by a few
 yeards noted that here the crow

d w
as 

m
uch less dense, and m

ainly consisted of negroes. 

T
h
e n

eg
ro

es rath
er lo

o
k
ed

 u
p
o
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 as th

eir 

cham
pion, but had preferred to group together here, apart 

fro
m

 th
e w

h
ites. A

t D
allas, d

esp
ite a seem

in
g
 v

en
eer o

f 

liberalisation, racial barriers rem
ain firm

. 

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

E
R

 JA
C

K
S

O
N

, of the D
allas T

im
es H

erald, w
as 

trying to get a reflection of K
ennedy in the w

ater of a sm
all 

rectangular pool lying betw
een the statue in the centre and 

the E
lm

 S
treet crossing. S

uddenly he realised that he had 

used up his film
, and began to re-charge his cam

era. 

T
he pool also reflected the im

age of a big yellow
 building 

to
p
p
ed

 b
y
 a h

u
g
e n

eo
n
 sig

n
. In

 th
e w

ater, th
e b

u
ild

in
g
 • 

seem
ed to have som

ething graceful about it, but in fact it 

w
as h

o
rrib

ly
 u

g
ly

 —
 a cu

b
ic stru

ctu
re w

ith
 d

ead
-lev

el 

w
indow

s, stark in these sem
i-rural surroundings, an outrage 

to
 its id

y
llic settin

g
 o

f law
n
s an

d
 g

ard
en

s. T
h
is w

as th
e 
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T
exas B

ook D
epository B

uilding, headquarters of a private ". 

firm
 supplying the S

tate's schools w
ith text-books, exercise 

books and atlases. T
he top floors had becii turned into a 

W
arehouse. • 

N
E

A
R

L
Y

 A
L

L
 the em

ployees w
ere at the w

indow
s: on the 

fourth floor, at the right, w
ere R

alph E
rw

ing and W
ashing-

ton H
arris, tw

o negroes very excited at the thought of seeing 

the P
resident for the first tim

e in their lives. T
he w

indow
s 

or dip floor above w
ere deserted. O

ne w
as half-open ; on the 

sill w
as a cardboard box, left there no doubt by a thought-

less em
ployee. 

R
oy S

. T
ruly, the m

anager, w
as outside the door facing 

the junction of H
ouston and E

lm
 S

treets. H
e w

as talking 

to
 a frien

d
, a certain

 A
b
rah

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er, p

ro
p
rieto

r o
f 

"Jennifer Junior", a gow
n shop nearby. Z

apruder w
as an 

econom
ical person. H

e w
as explaining to T

ruly that w
hile 

he w
anted to film

 K
ennedy's passing, he w

anted to use up 

as little film
 as possible. 

"K
odachrom

e costs m
oney —

 four dollars for tw
enty-five 

feet —
 and the cam

era eats it up..I'll get K
ennedy just as he 

p
asses . ." 
H

e d
ecid

ed
 u

p
o
n
 a m

o
re fav

o
u
rab

le an
g
le, an

d
 w

en
t 

tw
enty yards or so further on, to the platform

 in front of a 

little arcad
e o

v
erlo

o
k
in

g
 th

e g
rassed

 area to
w

ard
s E

lm
 

S
treet. T

here he w
as right in the m

iddle, betw
een the cross-

roads and the bridge over the m
otorw

ay. T
here w

as no-one 

in front of him
, and on the opposite side of the road 'only a• 

few
 sightseers sitting on the grass as if for a picnic. 

A
T

 T
W

E
L

V
E

-T
H

IR
T

Y
 (one-thirty W

ashington tim
e) C

aro-

line and John w
ere sleeping peacefully in their separate 

room
s on the second floor of the E

ast W
ing of the W

hite 

H
ouse. U

sually John w
as troublesom

e, but today he had 

been yeti,  good w
hen the tim

e cam
e for their afternoon rest. 

• 



22 	
R

E
D

 R
O

SE
S FR

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S 

H
e had been prom

ised that w
hen he w

oke up he could 
w

atch his parents' arrival at A
ustin, the T

exan capital, on 
th

e telev
isio

n
. T

h
eir sto

p
 at D

allas h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 co

n
-

sidered im
portant enough to be televised as a w

hole. 
F

or the first tim
e in his life "John-John" had not cried 

w
h
en

 h
is fath

er left o
n
 th

e p
rev

io
u
s d

ay
. B

u
t h

e h
ad

 
w

atched silently, and then asked sadly: "W
hy does D

addy 
alw

ays leave m
e alone ?" 

IT
 W

A
S

 tw
elve-thirty exactly as the blue L

incoln turned the 
co

rn
er. D

av
id

 M
iller to

o
k
 h

is p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
, b

u
t h

av
in

g
 

noted that just at that m
om

ent K
ennedy and his w

ife w
ere 

lo
o
k
in

g
 th

e o
p
p
o
site w

ay
, h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 ru
n
 ro

u
n
d
 'th

e 
T

exas B
ook D

epository B
uilding in order to get another 

picture w
hen the car reached the m

otorw
ay. 

S
ecret S

ervice m
an C

lint H
ill looked attentively ahead, 

to
w

ard
s th

e b
rid

g
e, b

en
eath

 w
h
ich

 th
e p

ro
cessio

n
 m

u
st 

sh
o
rtly

 p
ass. T

h
ere w

ere th
ree o

r fo
u

r p
eo

p
le o

n
 it, an

d
 

S
ecret S

erv
ice m

en
 are alw

ay
s w

ary
 o

f b
rid

g
es an

d
 b

al-
conies. 

K
en

n
ed

y
, to

o
, w

as lo
o

k
in

g
 to

w
ard

s th
is b

rid
g

e, an
d

 
b
ey

o
n
d
 it, at th

e silh
o
u
ettes o

f sev
eral su

n
-g

ild
ed

 sk
y
-

scrapers in the direction of O
ak C

liff —
 regarded as one of 

the tow
n's m

ore proletarian suburbs. 
T

he chauffeur slow
ed dow

n again, enabling the tailor-
turned-film

-m
an Z

apruder to get a better picture. 
It w

as tw
elve-thirty and fifty-five seconds. 

It w
as th

en
 th

at ' N
ellie C

o
n
n
ally

, still clu
tch

in
g
 h

er 
b
o
u
q
u
et o

f p
ale y

ello
w

 ro
ses, tu

rn
ed

 to
 K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 

exclaim
ed trium

phantly: 
"W

h
at. a recep

tio
n

, M
r P

resid
en

t! Y
o

u
 can

 n
ev

er say
 

after this that they don't love you in D
allas . . ." 

I • 1T
H

E
 F

E
W

 seconds w
hich follow

ed tw
ill last an eternity in the 
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history of the U
nited S

tates. T
he chain of events then about -

to unfold w
ould have such consequences as to be like an 

earthquake to all A
m

erica, and therefore to the rest of the 
w

orld —
 since nothing im

portant could happen there w
ith-

out the w
hole w

orld necessarily being affected. 
Y

et d
esp

ite th
e h

u
g

e cro
w

d
s, d

esp
ite th

e p
resen

ce o
f 

forty-six S
ecret S

ervice m
en, of policem

en, officials, journa-
lists, the C

ounty detectives at the w
indow

 of the prison 
opposite, and of the thousands of cam

eras of every m
ake and 

all sizes, there w
as to be not one single real w

itness to w
hat 

happened. 
T

his w
as a country the sm

allest phases of w
hose existence 

are televised night and day, w
here photographers w

orm
 

their w
ay into the m

ost private sectors of the lives of im
p6r-

tant people, w
here technology is so advanced that one can 

photograph the planets electronically, see in the dark, and 
transm

it sound and pictures from
 continent to continent by 

m
eans of m

irrors floating in space. Y
et, in that sam

e coun-
try, by a strange irony of F

ate, there w
as to b

e n
o sin

gle 
really con

crete d
ocu

m
en

tation
 of th

e m
ost sign

ifican
t 

happening of the century. A
part from

 the blurred snaps of a 
few

 am
ateu

rs, n
oth

in
g. 

A
ll th

e w
orld w

as there, but nobody saw
 a thing, on that 

fatal day of N
ovem

ber 22n
d

, 1963;at tw
elve thirty-one, 

A
m

erican continental tim
e. 
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C
ounting O

ur B
lessings 

O
N

 T
H

A
T

 F
A

T
E

F
U

L
 F

riday, a dram
a w

as being enacted in 
several different places at once, as if on a revolving stage. It 
began under a fine rain at F

ort W
orth. 

It w
as a little after m

idnight w
hen the K

ennedys entered 
their apartm

ent at the T
exas H

otel. 
T

hey had not been given the m
ost expensive quarters -

N
o. 1348, called the W

ill R
ogers S

uite, after the old H
olly-

w
ood actor, an idol of a form

er generation —
 because the 

S
ecret S

erv
ice h

ad
 o

b
jected

 th
at it h

ad
 sev

eral d
ifferen

t 
access doors. It w

as the Johnsons w
ho had to occupy it, 

to
 th

e g
reat an

n
o
y
an

ce o
f L

ad
y
 B

ird
, w

h
o
, as a g

o
o
d
 

econom
ical housekeeper, did not see w

hy she should pay 
.$

1
o
o
 th

e n
ig

h
t w

h
ile th

e P
resid

en
t h

im
self p

aid
 o

n
ly

 , 

$75. 
T

h
is w

as th
e p

rice o
f ap

artm
en

t N
o
. 8

5
0
, o

n
 th

e eig
h
th

 . 

floor, w
hich had only one access door (guarded by a pair of 

S
ecret S

ervice m
en and a C

ity policem
an), despite its tw

o 
bedroom

s, sitting-room
 and three bathroom

s. 
T

he apartm
ent had recently been decorated in "m

odern 

o
rien

tal" sty
le, w

ith
 v

ery
 lo

w
 co

u
ch

es co
v
ered

 in
 g

o
ld

 
brocade, standing out from

 w
alls covered in blue silk paper. 

In addition, M
rs J. L

ee Johnson III, a lady prom
inent in 

F
ort W

orth "aristocracy", had turned the place into an art 
gallery by installing thirty or so pictures, from

 R
em

brandts 

24 
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to P
icassos, and som

e pieces of sculpture and pottery from
 

her ow
n collection and those of other local notables. In each 

ro
o

m
 sh

e h
ad

 p
u

t h
u

g
e b

o
u

q
u

ets o
f y

ello
w

 ro
ses, th

e 
national flow

er of T
exas. 

T
H

E
 F

IR
S

T
 lady w

as, in any case, too w
orn out that night to 

ex
am

in
e h

er little tem
p
o
rary

 m
u
seu

m
. S

h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

stan
d

in
g

 alm
o

st all d
ay

, sin
ce at 1

.3
1

 p
.m

. sh
e h

ad
 left 

th
e b

lu
e an

d
 w

h
ite B

o
ein

g
 7

0
7
 p

resid
en

tial jet at S
an

 
A

ntonio airport. A
 w

onderful day, certainly . . . there had 
been too,000 people, according to the m

ayor, to w
elcom

e 
them

. A
nd at H

ouston, tw
ice as m

any. 
Jacqueline m

ade a little speech in S
panish at a gathering 

at the R
ice H

otel: 
"E

stoy m
uy contenta de estar en el gran estado de Texas." 

A
ll those present, m

ost of M
exican origin, gave her a w

ild 
ovation. T

he "m
ariachi" (itinerant m

usicians) yelled "T
he 

Y
ellow

 R
ose" in her honour, and som

e cried "O
le" as if at a 

bullfight. 
T

here w
as a short stop at the C

entre for S
pace M

edicine 
at B

rooks B
ase; then on to arrive at F

ort W
orth, illum

inated 
w

ith sm
all yellow

 lam
ps in their honour. 

N
o

w
 Jacq

u
elin

e w
as d

ro
p

p
in

g
 w

ith
 sleep

, an
d

 w
ith

 a 
tender goodnight w

ent to her room
. 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 w

as also tired, and had to be up very early 
in the m

orning for his last and m
ost taxing day of the T

exan 
tour. B

ut he w
anted first to listen to the local television 

new
s, to hear w

hat w
as said of his visit; and since there w

as 
still another ten m

inutes to go before the new
s bulletin, he 

looked through a copy of L
ife m

agazine. 
A

 p
ro

m
in

en
t illu

strated
 article cau

g
h
t h

is atten
tio

n
. 

S
plashed across several pages w

as a series of pictures and 
photographs of the tim

e, show
ing the funeral cerem

onies of 
K

ing E
dw

ard V
II of E

ngland. H
ere w

ere alm
ost all the 
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rulers of the earth, follow
ing the coffin of the sovereign best 

rem
em

bered as the arch
itect o

f th
e "en

ten
te co

rd
iale". 

W
ilh

elm
 II, in

 th
e g

litterin
g

 u
n

ifo
rm

 o
f th

e G
ren

ad
ier 

G
uards, his fam

ous m
oustaches pointing aggressively up-

w
ard, rode beside E

ngland's new
 K

ing, G
eorge V

. T
hey 

headed a show
y parade of uniform

s, decorations and jew
els 

from
 seven other kings, five C

row
n P

rinces, forty princes of 
th

e b
lo

o
d
, sev

en
 q

u
een

s an
d
 a m

u
ltitu

d
e o

f d
ip

lo
m

ats 
representing seventy nations of the w

orld. 
"N

ever again could this grandiose spectacle of M
ay t 910 

be repeated," thought K
ennedy. "O

ur m
odern w

orld is too 
realistic to

 w
aste tim

e o
v

er o
n

e, m
an

's fu
n

eral." T
h

e 
P

resident sm
iled as he saw

 that the U
nited S

tates repre-
sentative w

as one of the last in the cortege: ex-president 
T

heodore R
oosevelt, ill at ease in his tight frock-coat . . . 

T
h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates h

ad
n
't co

u
n
ted

 fo
r m

u
ch

 in
 th

o
se 

days. 
T

h
e article w

h
ich

 so
 cau

g
h

t K
en

n
ed

y
's atten

tio
n

 w
as 

inspired by a bedside book of his, A
ugust 5914 by B

arbara 
. W

. T
u
ch

m
an

. K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 g

iv
en

 co
p
ies o

f it to
 h

is 
frien

d
s; th

e B
ritish

 P
rim

e M
in

ister, M
acm

illan
, h

ad
 

receiv
ed

 o
n

e o
n

 h
is last v

isit. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as p
articu

larly
 

struck, in this book, by the w
ay in w

hich a w
him

 of F
ate 

can overturn the w
orld. 1

9
1
4
 w

as a G
olden A

ge in E
urope 

but it had needed no m
ore than a few

 pistol-shots from
 an 

unknow
n at S

arajevo to change everything, destroy every-
thing, w

ipe it all out. 
K

ennedy rem
em

bered w
hat he had said to S

enator M
ike 

M
ansfield, head of the D

em
ocrat m

ajority in the S
enate, 

before leaving W
ashington: 

"I am
 v

ery
 w

o
rried

 ab
o

u
t R

o
m

u
lo

 B
eth

an
co

u
rt" (th

e 
V

en
ezu

elan
 P

resid
en

t). "T
h
ese V

en
ezu

elan
s are m

ad
. 

T
h
ey

're cap
ab

le o
f sh

o
o
tin

g
 h

im
 an

d
 in

 a few
 seco

n
d
s 

reducing the country to nothing . .." 	
• 

T
he U

nited S
tates, certainly, w

as not a turbulent nation 
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like V
enezuela. S

till you w
ould have had to go .a long w

ay 
back to find a day w

hich began as serenely as that N
ovem

-
ber 22nd. 

J
O

E
 B

R
O

W
N

, his w
ife and their seven children w

ere w
aiting 

at that m
om

ent, som
e m

inutes after one in the m
orning, for 

their train at P
ennsylvania S

tation, N
ew

 Y
ork. T

hey had 
to get to V

erm
ont, to spend the holiday w

ith the rest of the 
fam

ily. 
A

lthough so late, the station w
as full of travellers, for 

this w
as the beginning of the great exodus of the long w

eek-
en

d
 o

f "T
h

an
k

sg
iv

in
g

". T
h

is tak
es p

lace o
n

 th
e last 

T
hursday in N

ovem
ber, and is the m

ost A
m

erican of all• 
festivals, since on that day everyone, w

ithout distinction 
of religion, origin or race, 'stays at hom

e to give thanks to 
P

rovidence. T
he tradition stem

s from
 the pioneers w

ho 
debarked at P

lym
outh m

ore than three centuries ago. L
ike 

them
, one eats a turkey dinner and "counts one's blessings". 

T
H

E
 N

A
T

IO
N

 had plenty' for w
hich to give thanks: it .w

as 
only necessary to look through the new

spapers bearing to-
m

orrow
's date, but already on sale in the big tow

ns, to see 
that. T

he papers w
ere all very thick, w

ith lots of adyertising; 
gigantic C

hristm
as sales w

ere expected. 
T

he Q
ueen E

lizabeth had w
eighed anchor w

ith a re-cord 
num

ber of passengers on board, and that day m
ore than 

thirty other ships w
ere to take 2

2
,0

0
0
 A

m
ericans on holiday 

cruises to the four corners of the w
orld. 

T
he D

aily N
ew

s, the best-selling A
m

erican new
spaper, 

w
ith a 4,000,000 circulation, announced on the front page 

that Z
sa Z

sa G
abor had 'been robbed, but that the police 

had recovered part of the booty. B
ut the day's big new

s, at 
any rate for those interested in crim

inal cases, w
as that of 

the M
inneapolis law

yer, G
ene T

hom
pson, accused of hav-

in
g
 p

ro
cu

red
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f h

is w
ife, C

aro
l.; T

h
e affair 
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fascinated the public because of the extraordinary details 
rev

ealed
 b

y
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
. T

h
o

m
p

so
n

 h
ad

 h
ired

 th
e 

serv
ices o

f a k
iller, an

d
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 sh

o
w

ed
 m

ark
ed

 
resem

blance to one uncovered by the Italian police w
hen 

the w
ife of a M

ilanese business m
an w

as m
urdered in R

om
e. 

T
h
at n

ig
h
t, an

 en
tirely

 n
ew

 ed
itio

n
 o

f W
ho's W

ho in 
C

afé Society w
ent on sale, edited by C

leveland A
rm

ory. F
or 

the first tim
e, alongside those of the negro leader D

r M
artin 

L
uther K

ing and the inevitable E
lizabeth T

aylor, it con-
tained the nam

e of C
aroline K

ennedy- 
T

h
at n

ig
h

t, at S
p

rin
g

field
, in

 th
e F

ed
eral p

riso
n

, d
ied

 
R

obert S
troud, know

n to the w
orld as "T

he B
ird-M

an of 
A

lcatraz", th
e D

r F
aria o

f "T
h
e R

o
ck

" in
 S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 
B

ay; the old m
an, kept in solitary confinem

ent since igto, 
knew

 how
 to talk to the birds. 

In the big stores, F
ather C

hristm
as costum

es w
ere being 

given out to the m
en w

ho for the next m
onth w

ould spend 
all their tim

e taking kiddies on their knee to hear w
hat they 

w
anted for C

hristm
as. 

A
t th

e C
en

tral P
o

st O
ffice in

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 th
e p

o
stal 

code num
ber 2500o had been given to F

ather C
hristm

as, 
w

ho w
as already receiving the first hundreds of the som

e 
half a m

illion letters w
hich w

ould be addressed to him
 by 

A
m

erican children. T
hat year, progress w

as m
aking itself 

felt ev
ery

w
h
ere. A

n
 electro

n
ic b

rain
 w

o
u
ld

 rep
ly

 to
 th

e 
letters —

 w
hich w

as the reason for the announcem
ent that 

it w
o

u
ld

n
't d

o
 an

y
 lo

n
g

er fo
r th

e y
o

u
n

g
 o

n
es to

 ad
d

ress 
th

em
 to

 S
an

ta at th
e N

o
rth

 P
o

le, b
u
t m

u
st p

u
t th

e Z
IP

-
C

ode num
ber 2500o on the envelope instead. 

In
 S

eattle, th
ey

 h
ad

 ju
st fin

ish
ed

 in
stallin

g
 in

 a sh
o

p
-

w
indow

 another electronic m
achine; this one told parents 

instantly w
hat they should buy for their children's presents. 

John H
enry F

aulk, a form
er radio com

m
entator banned 

as an
 alleg

ed
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ist sy

m
p

ath
iser in

 th
e M

cC
arth

y
 

era, h
ad

 h
is $

3
,5

1
1

,0
0

0
 in

 d
am

ag
es red

u
ced

 to
 a m

ere 

$550,000 by the C
ourt of A

ppeal. B
ut even this lim

ited 
verdict w

as a severe setback for the political calum
niators; 

it w
ould have been inconceivable under any other president 

but K
ennedy. 

A
t H

arv
ard

 U
n
iv

ersity
, th

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e stu

d
en

t 
ru

g
b
y
 team

 h
ad

 g
o
n
e to

 b
ed

 early
; th

e trad
itio

n
al clash

 
w

ith their rivals of Y
ale (A

m
erica's "O

xford-and-C
am

-
bridge") w

ould take place on S
aturday. H

arvard, though 
u

su
ally

 b
eaten

, w
an

ted
 to

 h
av

e a b
rillian

t rev
en

g
e th

is 
tim

e, by w
ay of show

ing their gratitude to their "old boy", 
K

en
n
ed

y
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 filled
 th

e to
p
 jo

b
s in

 h
is 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
 w

ith
 H

arv
ard

 g
rad

u
ates, b

u
t h

ad
 strictly

 
barred those of Y

ale. 
N

onetheless, there w
as one m

em
ber of Y

ale U
niversity 

w
ith a very personal reason to be.grateful to the P

resident 
at th

at m
o

m
en

t. A
t a few

 m
in

u
tes after m

id
n

ig
h

t, h
e 

entered his apartm
ent on the eleventh floor of loo, Y

ork 
A

venue, at N
ew

 H
aven. 

D
esp

ite th
e p

resen
ce o

f an
 arm

ed
 p

o
licem

an
 sen

t b
y

 
th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t, all w

as q
u
iet in

 th
at u

n
iv

ersity
 

residence. P
rofessor F

rederick C
. B

arghoorn had com
e in 

late, and tired out —
 but happy to be there, and not in the 

narrow
 little cell 87, at the L

ubianka P
rison in M

oscow
. 

T
he professor, an expert in S

oviet social problem
s, had 

been arrested in M
oscow

, for no apparent good reason -
w

hile leaving the A
m

erican E
m

bassy, w
here he had been 

for cocktails —
 and accused of espionage. W

ithout the very 
energetic intervention of K

ennedy, w
ho m

ade im
m

ediate 
representations to the K

rem
lin, B

arghoorn w
ould probably 

still be.confined in the celebrated fortress of C
atherine II, 

cut off from
 the rest of the w

orld. 
K

ruschev had freed him
 in order to please K

ennedy, and 
that victory w

as perhaps the A
m

erican P
resident's m

ost 
personal and m

ost bum
an diplom

atic trium
ph. T

he tim
e 

h
ad

 g
o

n
e b

y
 w

h
en

 w
h

o
le fleets w

ere sen
t to

 secu
re th

e 
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safety of a single citizen; yet K
ennedy had achieved som

e-

thing sim
ilar for an unknow

n pedagogue. 

Y
E

S
, K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 could be proud that night, listening to the 

latest n
ew

s ab
o
u
t B

arg
h
o
o
rn

 o
n
 th

e telev
isio

n
. Y

ale 

U
n
iv

ersity
 h

ad
 o

rg
an

ised
 a m

eetin
g
 in

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 

honour by w
ay of show

ing their gratitude. 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 IN

T
E

L
L

E
C

T
U

A
L

 w
as aw

ak
e late th

at n
ig

h
t. H

e 

w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 in

 h
is stu

d
io

 at P
rin

ceto
n
 U

n
iv

ersity
 o

n
 a 

sp
eech

 w
h
ich

 h
e w

as to
 d

eliv
er a few

. d
ay

s later, at th
e 

presentation of the E
nrico F

erm
i P

rize, at the W
hite H

ouse. 

D
r J. R

obert O
ppenheim

er, one of the scientists to w
hom

 

A
m

erica o
w

es h
er ato

m
ic su

p
erio

rity
, h

ad
 b

een
 b

arred
 

from
 the program

m
e under the E

isenhow
er A

dm
inistration 

as "a risk". B
ut K

ennedy, show
ing great politiC

al courage, 

w
as going to receive him

 publicly and give him
 the $50,000 

p
rize, w

h
o
se sy

m
b
o
lical v

alu
e w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 a h

u
n
d
red

 

tim
es greater. 

A
T

 T
H

E
 U

nited N
ations a resolution had been passed w

ith 

acclam
atio

n
, p

ro
claim

in
g
 "th

e y
ear o

f in
tern

atio
n
al co

-

operation". 
T

he w
orld's day w

as beginning peacefully. C
ertainly, 

th
e S

o
v
iets h

ad
 b

ro
u
g
h
t d

o
w

n
 an

 'Iran
ian

 p
lan

e, b
u
t 

as th
eir p

resid
en

t, B
rezh

n
ev

, w
as at th

at m
o
m

en
t th

e 

g
u
est o

f th
e S

h
ah

, th
e in

cid
en

t d
id

 n
o
t seem

 g
rav

e. 

P
rem

ier N
orodom

 S
ihanouk of C

am
bodge had renounced 

A
m

erican
 eco

n
o
m

ic aid
. F

ar fro
m

 irritatin
g
 p

u
b
lic ' 

opinion, this had caused som
e am

usem
ent in W

ashington: 

at last th
e h

ead
 o

f a fo
reig

n
 state w

h
o
 w

as not going on 

begging for dollars. 
N

othing new
 in V

iet-N
am

. 
E

rhard, the new
 G

erm
an C

hancellor, had gone to P
aris 

to p
ay h

is respects to G
eneral d

e'G
au

lle, b
u

t it w
as u

n
- 
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likely that a new
 anti-U

.S
. intrigue w

as brew
ing there -

hadn't de G
aulle him

self announced a visit to K
ennedy for 

next year? 
A

t th
e V

atican
, th

e E
u
cu

m
en

ical C
o
u
n
cil h

ad
 ju

st 

au
th

o
rised

 th
e u

se o
f th

e E
n
g
lish

 lan
g
u
ag

e d
u
rin

g
 th

e 

sacram
ents —

 a little com
plim

ent from
 R

om
e to the first 

C
atholic president of the U

nited S
tates. 

A
ll th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers h
ad

 th
e p

h
o
to

 o
f an

 ag
ed

 T
ex

an
, 

w
earing, of course, a ten-gallon hat, and w

atching tw
o tele-

vision receivers at once, because just one picture bored him
. 

T
h
e ag

ed
 T

ex
an

 w
as Jo

h
n
 N

an
ce (called

 "C
actu

s") 

G
arner, fam

ous in the U
.S

.A
. not only for having been V

ice-

P
resident under R

oosevelt, but for being ninety-five years 

o
ld

. K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 telep

h
o
n
ed

 h
im

 th
is ev

en
in

g
. A

ll 

presidents w
ith an election ahead telephone G

arner. • 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 V

IC
E

-P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

 
w

a
s in

 T
e
x
a
s th

a
t n

ig
h
t: 

R
ichard M

. N
ixon and his w

ife, w
aiting at D

allas airfield 

for the plane w
hich w

ould take them
 to N

ew
 Y

ork. It is not 

exactly know
n w

hat N
ixon (w

ho claim
ed to be interested 

only in the B
ar, but w

as m
ost active politically) w

as doing 

in D
allas several hours before K

ennedy's arrival. H
e had 

m
ad

e a' v
ag

u
e sp

eech
 th

ere in
 w

h
ich

 h
e criticised

 th
e 

P
resident's policies; but in T

exas he had not m
uch follow

-

ing, the darling of the opposition there being still S
enator 

B
arry G

oldw
ater. 

T
h
in

k
in

g
 b

ack
 th

ree y
ears, to

 th
e electio

n
 n

ig
h
t o

f 

N
ovem

ber 1960, it is difficult to realise that this sam
e N

ixon 

only just m
issed being elected P

resident; a few
 thousand 

m
o
re v

o
tes w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 en
o
u
g
h
 fo

r h
im

 to
 b

eat 

K
en

n
ed

y
. A

 flo
o
d
 w

h
ich

' h
ad

 p
u
t o

u
t o

f actio
n
 a few

 

D
em

o
crat v

illag
es; a tactical erro

r in
 C

h
icag

o
; a few

 

R
epublican voters w

ho had given up their fishing trips on 

E
lection D

ay in favour of going to vote —
 and it w

ould have 

been N
ixon w

ho now
 rode trium

phantly into D
allas, and 

 

 

 

 

 

 



T
h

e fatefu
l visit to, 

D
allas b

egin
s as th

e 
K

en
n

eclys arrive at 
L

ove F
ield

 airp
ort. 

R
ight, V

ice-P
resid

en
t 

Joh
n

son
 m

ak
es th

e 
in

trod
u

ction
s to 

D
allas d

ign
itaries 

w
h

ile b
eh

in
d

 th
e • 

P
resid

en
t, G

overn
or 

C
on

n
ally h

elp
s h

is 
w

ife from
 th

e p
lan

e. 
B

elow
, M

rs K
en

n
ed

y 
h

old
s h

er red
 roses 
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K
ennedy w

ho w
aited, unnoticed by anyone, on that rustic 

chair at the airport restaurant. 
T

here w
as som

e talk of D
w

ight E
isenhow

er having been 
back to C

olum
bia U

niversity, to receive a m
edal m

arking 
the tenth anniversary of the day on w

hich he assum
ed its 

presidency. T
he general w

as w
elcom

ed by a young under-
graduate, D

avid Syrett, w
ho once as a child had m

et him
 

in the road outside the U
niversity and offered him

 a plastic 
gun. D

w
ight D

. E
isenhow

er did not talk politics, preferring 
not to risk his prestige in a battle he believes already lost for 
the R

epublicans. 
A

n
oth

er p
resid

en
t slep

t, w
atch

ed
 over b

y a n
u

rse, in
 

his vast apartm
ent in the W

aldorf-A
storia T

ow
ers: H

erbert 
H

oover, despite age and cancer refusing still to give up. 
H

arry T
rum

an, that night, w
as aw

ake in his studio on 
the third floor of his house at Independence, M

issouri. H
e 

w
as w

riting an article for the next day's papers, an article 
in w

hich he launched an indirect attack upon K
ennedy's 

policy of racial equality. 
M

acy's, th
e b

ig N
ew

 Y
ork

 store, h
ad

 p
u

b
lish

ed
 an

 
advertisem

ent, splashed across several pages: 
"

T
om

orrow
, F

rid
ay N

ovem
b

er 22n
d

, th
ere's ju

st on
e 

thing to do: B
uy our bargain-price W

hisky. It'll cheer us 
up —

 w
e shall need it." 

A
nother advertisem

ent, by a m
otion-picture com

pany, 
announced a new

 film
. 

"T
here are other w

ays of getting rid of a president than 
by an election," it proclaim

ed. 
In all the papers appearing that F

riday, N
ovem

ber 22nd, 
P

aram
ount published an advertisem

ent in huge type of its 
film

 S
even

 D
ays in

 M
ay, in w

hich a right-w
ing fanatic, B

urt 
L

an
caster, p

lots to get rid
 of th

e p
resid

en
t of th

e U
n

ited
 

States, played by F
rederic M

arch. 
"

T
h

e p
resid

en
t,"

 ran
 th

e ad
vertisem

en
t, "

k
n

ew
 m

ore 
than 25,000 people —

 but could trust no m
ore than five." 
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It is strange to note how
 m

any film
s w

ere being m
ade at 

the tim
e, or had just been released, w

hich had this them
e of 

an attem
pt on a president's life. P

eter S
ellers; the celebrated 

B
ritish actor, had played a president threatened by rebels, 

an
d
 in

 F
ail Safe the president's life w

as also in danger. 
A

 fan
tastic p

lo
t to

 k
ill th

e p
resid

en
t d

u
rin

g
 a M

ad
iso

n
 

S
quare G

arden m
eeting occurs in The M

anchurian C
andidate. 

T
he D

es M
oines T

elevision S
tation that night show

ed 
th

e film
 

Suddenly, 
w

ith
 F

ran
k
 S

in
atra, as its m

id
n
ig

h
t 

m
atinee; an old "B

" film
, w

hich w
as probably being show

n 
at the sam

e tim
e by a dozen other stations, and w

hich had . 
been telecast all over A

m
erica during the previous year. It 

show
s F

rank S
inatra as a killer in the pay of conspirators 

w
ho arrive in a sm

all tow
n w

here the A
m

erican president is 
expected. H

e shuts him
self into a sm

all house overlooking 
the station and the road dow

n w
hich the presidential pro-

cession w
ill pass. H

e sets up an autom
atic rifle w

ith tele-
sco

p
ic len

s at a w
in

d
o
w

 . b
u
t in

 th
e film

, th
e S

ecret 
S

ervice m
en intervene in tithe. 

O
N

 B
R

O
A

D
W

A
Y

, the night's show
s w

ere com
ing to an end. 

T
h
e p

ro
g
ram

m
es w

ere rath
er m

o
re ch

eerfu
l: C

h
arlie 

C
haplin (no longer banned) in C

ity L
ights; W

alt D
isney's 

ch
arm

in
g
 sto

ry
, p

leasin
g
 to

 b
o
th

 o
ld

 an
d
 y

o
u
n
g
, o

f th
e 

search by tw
o dogs and • a siam

ese cat for their m
aster; 

F
ellini's m

ystifying 8. 
M

eanw
hile, at star level, at S

ardi's R
estaurant, at the E

l 
M

orocco and R
om

a di N
otte, all the talk w

as of w
ho w

ould 
be lucky enough to be invited to the great reception the 
K

ennedys w
ere to give at the W

hite H
ouse for the elite of 

the film
 w

orld. 
T

he K
ennedys had done a great deal for the theatre. T

he 
show

s they had been to, H
ow

. To Succeed in B
usiness W

ithout 
R

eally ,Trying an
d
 B

eyond The F
ringe, h

ad
 h

ad
 en

o
rm

o
u
s 

success. A
nother, The B

est M
an, a kind of reconstruction of 

T
h

e assassination. 
Above, M

rs K
en

n
ed

y
 h

elp
s ag

en
t C

lin
t H

ill 
clim

b into the car. B
elow

, the race to P
arkland H

ospital 



34 	
R

E
D

 R
O

S
E

S
 F

R
O

M
 T

E
X

A
S

 

th
e atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f an
 electo

ral cam
p

aig
n

, h
ad

 h
ad

 an
 

in
d
ifferen

t recep
tio

n
; K

en
n
ed

y
 w

en
t to

 see it, an
d
 im

-
m

ediately thereafter it w
as "house full" for m

onths. 
B

y organising the first-ever perform
ances of the ballet 

at the W
hite H

ouse, Jacqueline K
ennedy had done m

uch 
for dancing. It w

as she w
ho, w

ith her husband, influenced 
the decision of the F

ord F
oundation to grant $20,000,000 

to the principal dance schools in A
m

erica. T
here w

as there-
fore a great crow

d that night pouring out after seeing the 
M

exican B
allet. 

A
t th

e p
ay

b
o
x
 o

f th
e B

iltm
o
re T

h
eatre, tw

o
 step

s o
ff 

from
 B

roadw
ay, hopeful provincials w

ere still being told 
th

at B
arefoot in the P

ark (w
ith a young actress closely re-

sem
bling Jacqueline) w

as sold out until A
pril. 

M
ary, M

ary h
ad

 b
een

 ru
n
n
in

g
 fo

r th
ree y

ears. T
h
ere 

w
ould be a long w

ait, too, for anyone w
anting to see the 

B
ritish revue, Stop the W

orld, I W
ant T

o G
et O

ff,  w
hich 

Jacqueline had seen w
ith her sister, P

rincess R
adziw

ill. 
B

roadw
ay, therefore, had good reason, despite the ever-

increasing com
petition of television, for expecting a record 

season. 

A
L

T
H

O
U

G
H

 IT
 w

as half-past one in the m
orning (N

ew
 Y

ork 
tim

e b
ein

g
 an

 h
o

u
r ah

ead
 o

f T
ex

as) th
e o

ffices o
f th

e 
finance house, Ira H

aupt and C
o., one of the m

ost im
por-

tant on the stock m
arket, w

ere not in darkness. T
he firm

 
w

as facin
g

 b
an

k
ru

p
tcy

, to
 th

e tu
n

e o
f $

3
0

,0
0

0
,0

0
0

, an
d

 
the S

tock E
xchange had frozen the accounts of its 2

0
,0

0
0
 

clients: A
ll W

all S
treet w

as in a hubbub and share values 
had fallen sharply by nine points —

 a fall graver than any 
since the last great crisis of m

ore than tw
o years before. 

K
ennedy w

as unintentionally the cause of this fall. H
e 

had delayed the conclusion of an agreem
ent w

hich w
ould 

have allow
ed the S

oviets to buy large quantities of grain in 
order to supplem

ent their bad harvests. 
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T
he m

en of M
oscow

 had m
ade it know

n that they w
anted 

to buy soya oil. A
 speculator, A

nthony de A
ngelis, president 

of A
llied C

rude O
il, had bought up alm

ost all available 
supplies. T

o finance the deal (according to the findings of 
the later enquiry) he borrow

ed som
e 9o%

 of the necessary 
capital from

 his stockbrokers. In freezing the negotiations, 
K

ennedy had given a shock to the S
tock E

xchange, and 
share values fell sharply. 

W
all S

treet co
u

ld
 m

ean
w

h
ile h

av
e ig

n
o

red
 th

is co
n

-
tretem

ps, since share values had show
n a constant rise since 

the beginning of the year —
 from

 
2
0
 to

 3
5
%

 om
itting in-

creases in dividends. T
he T

elephone C
om

pany had that 
very evening announced a doubling of revenue for its tw

o 
m

illio
n
 sh

areh
o
ld

ers. B
u
t sin

ce th
e q

u
arrel w

ith
 R

o
g
er 

B
lough, C

hairm
an of the B

oard of the gigantic U
.S

. S
teel, 

W
all S

treet w
as alw

ay
s a b

it su
sp

icio
u

s o
f Jo

h
n

 F
. 

K
ennedy. 
T

he P
resident had deplored this that very afternoon, to a 

jo
u
rn

alist in
 th

e aero
p
lan

e, w
h
ile th

e air-h
o
stess, Jan

 
T

yrell, had been serving their coffee: 
"I talk

ed
 fo

r a long tim
e th

e o
th

er d
ay

 at M
iam

i to
 a 

business m
an and begged him

 to understand that I am
 not 

`anti-business' . . . Y
ou accuse m

e of putting obstacles in 
y
o
u
r w

ay
, I to

ld
 h

im
, an

d
 b

lam
e it o

n
 m

e each
 tim

e th
e 

E
x
ch

an
g
e h

as a trem
o
r . . . b

u
t w

h
en

 y
o
u
 m

ak
e reco

rd
 

profits, you don't give m
e the credit:" 

B
U

T
 T

H
E

 S
tock E

xchange w
as one of the lesser K

ennedy 
w

orries. T
he P

resident had every reason, that night, before 
going to bed, to count his blessings —

 he too, like every 
other A

m
erican. 

O
n

 h
is n

ig
h

t-tab
le w

as a little g
o

ld
' p

laq
u

e, o
n

e o
f a 

num
ber w

hich he had, had engraved to give aw
ay to his 

friends. It w
as a calendar, the calendar of O

ctober 1962. 
H

e thought back now
 to those thirteen days in O

ctober, 
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those of the C
uba crisis. H

e had saved his country and the 
w

orld
 from

 th
e h

orrb
rs of atom

ic d
estru

ction
, yet at th

e 
sam

e tim
e confirm

ed his stature as a great P
resident and 

put C
om

m
unism

 on the run. T
he plaque bore his initials 

and Jacqueline's, JF
K

 and IB
K

, for w
ithout his w

ife at his 
side he could not have gone through that tim

e. 
Since that O

ctober of crisis, a year had gone by, a year of 
m

an
y d

ram
atic even

ts w
h

ich
 K

en
n

ed
y h

ad
 con

fron
ted

 
w

ith
 d

ign
ity an

d
 flair. H

e h
ad

 overcom
e th

e M
ississip

p
i 

crisis, kept hold on the A
tlantic A

lliance, prevented V
iet-

N
am

 from
 fallin

g in
to ch

aos, in
sp

ired
 th

e h
istoric N

egro 
m

arch on W
ashington, and stood up against the w

him
s of 

C
on

gress. A
b

ove all, h
e h

ad
 con

clu
d

ed
 th

e p
act en

d
in

g 
atom

ic bom
b tests, perhaps the m

ost im
portant diplom

atic 
achievem

ent of post-w
ar years. 

K
ennedy had hoped to receive the N

obel P
rize for that, 

and w
as very disappointed to learn that P

rofessor L
inus 

P
aulling had been chosen —

 P
aulling, w

ho this very day had 
left his C

alifornian hom
e to begin the journey to Stockholm

 
for th

e p
rize-givin

g cerem
on

y. N
ever m

in
d

! T
h

e S
oviets 

w
ere talking now

 of closer relations, and of co-operation in 
Space. T

he end of the cold w
ar w

as in sight. 
A

s the young Senator E
dm

undsen w
as to say later: 

"I don't know
 w

hy the P
resident needs to m

ake an election 
tour here. H

e w
ill be elected w

ith acclam
ation next N

ovem
ber." 

H
e w

as righ
t. B

u
t K

en
n

ed
y loved

 th
e crow

d
s, loved

 
talking to them

, loved the fight. 
H

e m
ust also bow

 to the political rule that every president 
m

ust give up one year in four of his term
 of office to his re-

election. P
erhaps he w

anted to get such electoral unanim
ity 

that his "dynasty" w
ould thereby be firm

ly established in 
A

m
erican political life. 

S
o it is lik

ely th
at K

en
n

ed
y w

en
t to sleep

 th
at n

igh
t 

thinking of his chances of conquering the votes of a reluctant 
D

allas. 
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T
H

E
 N

E
X

T
 day's ' horoscope, syndicated in hundreds of 

A
m

erican new
spapers, read: 

Serious political surprises m
ay be expected. 

A
nd in P

aris, w
here the new

spaper kiosks w
ere already 

re-opened, there w
as w

idely displayed a strange booklet of 
astrological predictions by A

ndre B
arbault, published by 

A
lbin M

ichel. O
n page go it forecast "for N

ovem
ber 1963, 

the tragic end of the P
resident of the U

nited States." 
H

ad
 K

en
n

ed
y read

 th
at b

ook
, h

e w
ou

ld
 on

ly h
ave 

lau
gh

ed
 at it. O

n
e of h

is frien
d

s, S
tefan

 L
oren

t, h
ad

 re-
m

arked to him
 som

e days earlier on the evil coincidence 
that ever since 1840, the president elected in every tw

entieth 
year had died in office. R

oosevelt, re-elected in 1940, died • 
in office in 5945. K

ennedy had replied: 
"Y

ou'll see. I'll put an end to that superstition." 
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`Join the M
arines—

T
hey w

ill 
m

ake a M
an out of Y

ou!' 

T
H

E
 S

H
A

B
B

Y
 W

O
O

D
E

N
 bungalow

 at 1026 N
orth B

eckley, 
in the O

ak H
ill quarter —

 "on the other side of the tracks" -

w
as in darkness. M

rs A
. C

. Johnson ow
ns that jum

ble of a 
house, w

hose builder m
usthave thought he w

as constructing 
a m

aze, it is so difficult to find your w
ay round. 

M
rs Jo

h
n
so

n
 is a v

ery
 g

o
o
d
 m

an
ag

er in
d
eed

. S
h
e h

as 
seventeen room

s, let furnished at m
odest prices. T

he tenant 

w
h
o
 o

n
 O

cto
b
er 1

4
th

 h
ad

 tak
en

 th
e sm

all ro
o
m

 o
ff th

e 

m
ain sitting-room

 near the entrance paid only $8 a w
eek —

 
w

hich is reasonable in any country in the w
orld, and above 

all in D
allas. 

T
he room

 w
as no bigger than a railw

ay carriage, som
e 

6ft. by 8ft; w
ith a w

indow
 (and air-conditioning it is true), 

a very sm
all, plain bed, and a child's cupboard, w

hite w
ith 

blue painted flow
ers —

 bed and cupboard taking up alm
ost 

all the available space. A
nyw

ay, the tenant had alm
ost no 

possessions: a sm
all radio and a half-em

pty suitcase, said 

M
rs Johnson. T

he room
 w

as too sm
all to hide anything. 

T
he tenant behaved very w

ell, giving no trouble, never 

asking for anything and paying the rent regularly. W
hat 

m
ore could M

rs Johnson —
 w

ho, w
ith her husband, w

as 

b
u
sy

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 w
ith

 th
is n

ice little p
lace b

u
t also

 w
ith

 a 

restaurant nearby —
 have w

ished for? 
T

he tenant, w
hose nam

e w
as 0. H

. L
ee, w

ent regularly 

to w
ork every m

orning and returned every evening alm
ost 
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as regularly at about nine o'clock. H
e read in his room

, or 

listened to the radio. S
om

etim
es, at m

idnight, he w
ould go 

into the big sitting-room
 for the television new

s bulletin. 
B

ut he never m
ade any com

m
ent upon it. L

ee w
as a very 

silent person. 
T

h
at n

ig
h
t, h

e d
id

 n
o
t co

m
e in

 at n
ew

s-tim
e. N

o
-o

n
e 

noticed his absence. M
rs Johnson w

as at the restaurant, and 
th

e h
o
u
sek

eep
er, H

elen
 R

o
b
erts, h

ad
 o

th
er th

in
g
s to

 d
o
 

than bother w
ith the tenants. 

S
om

e w
eeks before, an unknow

n w
om

an had telephoned 

and asked to speak to a certain "O
sw

ald". 
"N

o-one of that nam
e here —

 and I'm
 not a telephonist," 

M
rs R

oberts had snapped, cutting off the caller's protests. 
H

ad she been a bit m
ore friendly, she m

ight perhaps have 
realised that the initials of 0:H

. L
ee w

ere those of this L
ee 

H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 —
 an

d
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e p

u
t a sp

o
k
e, in

 th
e 

w
heels of destiny . . . 

IN
 T

H
E

 sam
e d

istrict, a q
u
arter o

f an
 h

o
u
r's w

alk
 aw

ay
, 

lived policem
an J. D

. T
ippitt, w

ho had at last m
ade up his 

m
ind to go to bed. W

hen not on duty, he w
as alw

ays at 

hom
e w

ith his fam
ily, helping his w

ife, M
arie. 

T
hey ow

ned their ow
n little house, but in _theory only, 

since it w
as heavily m

ortgaged. A
 salary of $oo w

as quite 

in
su

fficien
t; th

ere- w
as n

o
 b

u
tter o

n
 th

e b
read

 after th
e 

zoth of each m
onth —

 and T
ippitt, w

ho at thirty-nine had 

served for ten years in the C
ity police, w

orked on F
ridays 

and S
aturdays in a restaurant. 

T
he next day he w

ould be free (he did not• have to go to 
the restaurant until the evening), and had therefore been 

ab
le to

 ch
at at len

g
th

 to
 h

is eld
er so

n
. T

h
is w

as A
llen

, 

fourteen years old, w
hose am

bition it w
as to be an astro-

n
au

t. 
B

ren
d
a K

ay
, ten

, w
as h

elp
in

g
 h

er m
o
th

er w
ash

 u
p
; 

little• C
urtis R

ay, four, had long since been in bed:. 
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"T
ippitt? A

 good guy, a real buddy," his S
ergeant said 

of him
. "N

ever talks about anything eiccept his fam
ily ... 

T
hey're poor, but they're happy." 
N

ext day w
as to be a holiday for them

, since ow
ing to 

K
ennedy's arrival and the festivities w

hich w
ould follow

, the 
children w

ould not go to school. 

J
A

C
K

 R
U

B
Y

, th
e p

ro
p

rieto
r o

f th
e C

arousel C
lu

b
, h

ad
 n

o
t 

yet gone hom
e. D

espite its pretentious sign, the C
arousel 

w
as nothing but a sleazy bar, w

here w
atching the "strip-

tease" show
 the custom

ers bought m
ore and m

ore drinks 
for the hostesses. R

uby usually stayed at the club until the 
m

iddle of the last show
, about tw

o' in the m
orning, then 

checked the cash and deposited the evening's takings in the 
night-safe of a nearby bank. 

H
is real n

am
e w

as Jack
 L

eo
n
 R

u
b
in

stein
, b

u
t h

e h
ad

 
shortened it. E

ither because that is often done in A
m

erica, 
or because in D

allas, despite the presence of a strong and 
prosperous Jew

ish m
inority, anti-sem

itism
 is latent —

 and in 
R

uby's 
m

étier o
n
e can

n
o
t affo

rd
 th

e lu
x
u
ry

 o
f m

ak
in

g
 

enem
ies for non-com

m
ercial reasons. 

R
u
b
y
 w

as v
ery

 p
o
p
u
lar w

ith
 ev

ery
b
o
d
y
, as a n

ig
h
t-

club proprietor m
ust be —

 above all w
ith the police. T

he 
H

eadquarters m
en, and those of the S

heriff's office, often 
cam

e in. T
hey ate and drank free, joked w

ith the girls, and 
w

en
t o

ff ag
ain

 w
ith

o
u

t so
 m

u
ch

 as leav
in

g
 a tip

 fo
r th

e 
w

aiter, b
u

t g
iv

in
g

 "Jack
, m

y
 p

al" a frien
d

ly
 tap

 o
n

 th
e 

sh
o
u
ld

er in
 p

assin
g
. T

h
at w

as "b
u
sin

ess" to
o
; in

 d
ry

 
T

exas, 'w
here alcohol is sold in clubs, you have obviously 

to keep in w
ith the police. 

Jack R
uby gave him

self "little A
l C

apone of D
allas" airs, 

believed he resem
bled "S

carface", and dressed to im
itate 

him
. H

e w
as born obscurely in the ghetto of C

hicago's W
est 

S
ide. T

he w
ord ghetto is n

o
t a m

etap
h

o
r h

ere: ev
ery

 b
ig

 
A

m
erican city has its ghetto, w

here the Jew
ish poor herd 
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41 
to

g
eth

er b
y
 ch

o
ice, an

d
 th

ey
 co

n
tin

u
e to

 b
e g

iv
en

 th
at 

nam
e. H

is father, Joseph, a building contractor, brought 
him

 up very strictly, together w
ith his three brothers and 

four sisters. 
B

u
t R

u
b
y
 early

 d
etach

ed
 h

im
self fro

m
 th

e fam
ily

; at 
fifteen

 h
e w

as alread
y

 w
ell k

n
o

w
n

 in
 C

h
icag

o
's u

n
d

er-
w

o
rld

, sellin
g
 tick

ets fo
r sp

o
rtin

g
 ev

en
ts an

d
 actin

g
 as 

bookie's runner. 
H

e b
ecam

e o
n

e o
f th

e ch
aracters o

f th
e "L

o
o

p
" (th

e 
city's S

oho). T
hey called him

 "S
parky", because although 

he never seem
ed to have any m

oney he alw
ays m

anaged to 
be flashily dressed. T

he C
hicago police did not take him

 
very seriously. O

nce he tried to get into a boxing m
atch 

w
ithout paying, w

as severely beaten and has ever since 
carried a steel plate in his 'skull. L

ater, R
ubinstein becam

e a 
com

m
ercial traveller in cruets; then organised the m

ore or 
less shady activities of a syndicate of road-sw

eepers. 
R

uby left C
hicago for S

an F
rancisco, w

here during the 
lean years of the D

epression he tried to m
ake his w

ay in 
that jum

ble of dance-halls, houses of assignation, 'nude 
show

s and sleazy dives w
hich is the "B

arbary C
oast". B

ut 
the native gangsters chased him

 off. 
H

e w
ent back to C

hicago, and tim
idly- and unnoticed 

frequented the violent w
orld of T

ony A
ccardo, P

artin O
chs 

and P
aul "N

o-N
ose" L

abriola. H
e, offered to "tell all" to 

K
efauver's S

enate C
om

m
ittee, w

hich w
as enquiring into 

crim
e in the U

nited S
tates. W

ashington laughed at him
; 

hum
iliated, R

uby in 1952 agreed to his sister, E
ve G

rant's, 
suggestion that he should take over the m

anagem
ent of a 

• bar w
hich she had inherited. 

In D
allas Jack R

uby found fortune. H
e at once becam

e 
"th

e C
h

icag
o

 co
w

b
o

y
", lo

o
k

ed
 o

n
 b

y
 ev

ery
o

n
e

.  as' a 
tourist sight. H

e bought another bar, then the C
arousel, and 

despite five recorded arrests seem
s never to have paid the 

sm
allest penalty. 
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"R
eally, he w

as never interested in politics," said his best 
strip

-tease artiste, Jad
a C

o
n
fo

rto
, a red

-h
ead

 o
f tw

en
ty

-
sev

en
. "A

n
d
 I d

id
n
't th

in
k
 h

e co
u
ld

 h
u
rt a fly

. H
e co

u
ld

 
never m

ake up his m
ind." 

T
H

A
T

 N
IG

H
T

, R
uby returned late to his apartm

ent. H
e had 

three room
s in the M

arsala B
uilding, 233 E

rw
ing S

treet. 
T

h
e ren

t w
as o

n
ly

 $
1

2
5

, b
u

t R
u

b
y

, alw
ay

s carefu
l w

ith
 

m
oney, shared it w

ith a postcard seller, G
eorge S

enator. 
T

h
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 frien
d

s fo
r a lo

n
g

 tim
e, an

d
 S

en
ato

r . 
thought him

 a "regular guy, good-hearted, w
ith a code of 

his ow
n —

 not everybody's, but still a code." 
R

uby w
as a bachelor, and gave all his love to his basset-

h
o
u
n
d
, a ch

estn
u
t-co

lo
u
red

 d
o
g
 called

 S
ch

atzi. N
eith

er 
S

enator, nor his staff at the club, nor the police knew
 that 

he also had a revolver. 

T
H

E
 W

O
M

A
N

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 so

 u
n

seaso
n

ab
ly

 telep
h

o
n

ed
 th

e 
room

ing-house at B
eckley S

treet w
as a pleasant blonde, 

very tall and w
ell-built, of R

ussian origin (like her husband) 
and professing the Q

uaker faith. 
"O

sw
ald reproached m

e very m
uch for that telephone 

call," M
rs R

uth P
aine said later. "T

hen he calm
ed dow

n 
w

hen I explained that his w
ife, w

ho w
as pregnant, w

asn't 
w

ell and needed him
. S

ure, I ought to have been alarm
ed 

by this business of the false nam
e. B

ut I knew
 how

 m
uch 

trouble he'd had to get w
ork in D

allas, w
ith his past. A

nd 
it isn't a crim

e in the U
nited S

tates to go under an alias." 
H

o
w

 h
ad

 it co
m

e ab
o
u
t th

at th
is q

u
iet m

id
d
leclass 

w
om

an —
 living at Irving, a sm

all village som
e ten m

iles 
from

 D
allas, and w

hose husband M
ichael w

orked in the 
B

ell factory m
aking helicopters —

 should know
 O

sw
ald? 

It's an odd story. 
M

rs P
ain

e stu
d

ied
 R

u
ssian

 at S
t M

ark
s S

ch
o

o
l in

 
D

allas, and never m
issed a chance of perfecting herself in 
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the langtiage. S
he w

as born in N
ew

 Y
ork, but grew

 up in 
P

hiladelphia, and had lived at D
allas for only four years. 

S
h
e m

ix
ed

 a g
reat d

eal w
ith

 W
h
ite R

u
ssian

s, an
d
 

m
ilitant anti-C

om
m

unists w
ho also w

anted —
 in order to 

pursue,  their activities —
 to increase their know

ledge of 
R

ussian. 
In D

allas, everyone is anti-C
om

m
unist in the sam

e w
ay 

that at the V
atican everyone is C

atholic. 
O

ne day, a chem
ist invited her to a sm

all cocktail party.. 
"W

e're expecting a m
an called O

sw
ald, w

ho has lived in 
R

ussia and cam
e back disillusioned about ten m

onths ago. 
H

is w
ife is also R

ussian, born during the S
talin era. T

o her, 
A

m
erica m

ust be like fairyland." • 	
• 

R
uth P

aine w
as to say later that O

sw
ald m

ade a very bad 
im

pression on her: 
"O

b
stin

ate, v
io

len
t, alw

ay
s arg

u
in

g
 . ." B

u
t M

arin
a, 

the young R
ussian, w

as charm
ing, gentle, eager to please, 

alw
ays talking about her little girl, June L

ee. 
"W

e got on together like sisters, and as her husband had 
not taught her E

nglish she w
as a valuable teacher, since w

e 
alw

ays talked R
ussian together." 

T
he W

hite R
ussians and other refugees from

 C
om

m
unist 

persecution w
ere to confirm

 that O
sw

ald w
as an im

possible 
person, and that he treated his young and lovely yvifc very • 
badly indeed. H

e hit her, did not buy m
ilk for the child, 

and treated her like a servant. M
arina w

as to adm
it that 

h
e d

id
 n

o
t m

ak
e lo

v
e to

 h
er m

o
re th

an
 o

n
ce ev

ery
 tw

o
 

m
o

n
th

s o
r so

. B
u

t M
arin

a lo
v

ed
 h

im
, an

d
 a w

o
m

an
 in

 
love puts up w

ith everything. 
T

hey say that she did try tw
o or three tim

es to leave him
, 

and even thought of asking the help of the S
oviet em

bassy. 
B

u
t sh

e d
id

 n
o

t d
are, b

eliev
in

g
 h

erself to
o

 d
eep

ly
 co

m
-

prom
ised in the eyes of M

oscow
 because of the friends she 

had m
ade in D

allas and because of her m
arriage. 

R
uth P

aine often visited M
arina, but believed that the 
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couple got on w
ell together. T

hen, one m
orning in A

pril, 
she found the young R

ussian in tears. 
"L

ee h
as lo

st h
is jo

b
, an

d
 h

ere I am
 p

reg
n
an

t 	
." 

O
sw

ald had been w
orking for six m

onths at Jaggers, C
hiles 

and
.  S

tow
all, a photo-engraving firm

. 
T

he official reason, as given by R
obert S

tow
all, its head, 

w
as: 
"H

e m
ade no progress at all as a specialist printer in the 

photographic lab." 
T

he true reason w
as quite different. T

he other w
orkers 

• w
ere in

d
ig

n
an

t at seein
g
 O

sw
ald

 read
in

g
 a co

p
y
 o

f th
e 

D
aily W

orker, o
rg

an
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
, 

w
hile eating his lunch. T

hey insisted on his dism
issal. 

M
rs P

aine,-w
ho lived apart from

 her husband, took pity 
o
n
 th

em
 an

d
 o

ffered
 to

 sh
elter M

arin
a an

d
 little Ju

n
e 

w
h
ile O

sw
ald

 w
en

t to
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s, h

is n
ativ

e to
w

n
, to

 
look for w

ork. 
T

h
e real life-sto

ry
 o

f L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 w

ill n
o
t b

e 
rev

ealed
 fo

r so
m

e tim
e, w

h
en

 th
e "S

ecret" stam
p
 is re-

m
oved from

 his dossier. P
erhaps even then the w

hole truth 
w

ill n
o
t . b

e k
n
o
w

n
 ab

o
u
t h

im
 —

 h
is p

ast, h
is id

eas, h
is 

plans. 
Y

es; there are hundreds and hundreds of w
itnesses; but 

th
e h

u
m

an
 M

em
o
ry

 is n
o
t an

 electro
n
ic b

rain
 w

h
ich

 
reco

rd
s ev

ery
 d

etail p
assiv

ely
 an

d
 o

b
jectiv

ely
. U

n
co

n
-

scio
u
sly

, p
eo

p
le rem

em
b
er o

n
ly

 w
h

at is d
ero

g
ato

ry
 to

 
him

. 
W

h
at is certain

 is th
at ap

art fro
m

 h
is w

ife, w
h
o
m

 h
e 

loved, O
sw

ald had not a single fiiend in the w
orld. It m

ay 
therefore never be know

n w
ith certainty if he really w

as 
the central figure of that fatal F

riday, N
ovem

ber 22nd; or 
sim

ply the victim
 of a freak of destiny. 

H
ow

ever that m
ay be, he now

 belongs to history, and w
e 

shall try to give a true picture of that strange m
an w

ho had 
all his life been a rebel —

 a rebel w
ithout a cause. 
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L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L

D
 ,w

as born on O
ctober i8th, 1939 in 

N
ew

 O
rleans, city of jazz slaves and carnival. H

is father, an 
insurance agent, had died a few

 m
onths before. 

H
is m

other, M
arguerite O

sw
ald, w

ho today lives on the 
outskirts of F

ort W
orth, at 2

2
0
0
 T

hom
as P

lace, w
here she 

w
orks as a living-in nurse, w

as in her second m
arriage. S

he 
had had one child of her first husband, John E

dw
ard P

ic, 
now

 a regular officer in the A
m

erican A
ir F

orce. L
ee had an 

elder brother, R
obert, w

ho today has his ow
n fam

ily, and 
w

orks near D
allas as a brick m

erchant. 
T

rouble w
as the lot of the O

sw
alds. 

A
t th

e ag
e o

f th
ree, little L

ee an
d

 h
is b

ro
th

ers w
ere 

placed in a L
utheran institution. 

T
he m

other decided to re-m
arry, to a certain E

dw
in A

. 
E

ckdahl, an engineer living at F
ort W

orth. T
his proved a 

tum
ultuous m

arriage, and in 1948 E
ckdahl accused his w

ife 
of cruelty and of going through his pockets. H

is law
yer, 

F
red K

orth, w
ho later becam

e N
avy M

inister, got him
 a 

divorce —
 and one w

ithout alim
ony. 

In order to bring up her children, M
rs O

sw
ald w

orked 
in a sw

eet factory. L
ee w

ent to the F
ort W

orth elem
entary 

school: a quiet child, a great reader, w
ho did not join m

uch 
in the gam

es of his classm
ates. A

s a pupil, his rating w
as 

average. 
W

h
en

 h
is m

o
th

er d
ecid

ed
 to

 g
o
 to

 liv
e in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

, 
w

here the elder son w
as doing his m

ilitary service, L
ee w

as 
sent to the public high school in the B

ronx. B
ut he very 

often played truant: forty-seven days in four m
onths. It w

as 
decided that he should be put in the care of the children's 
court. 

T
he investigator John C

arro discovered that the fourteen-
year-old boy preferred staying at hom

e to w
atch television. 

H
is m

other refused to take the m
atter seriously, and L

ee 
w

as sum
m

oned before the children's court despite all her 
p

ro
tests. T

o
 th

is d
ay

, M
rs O

sw
ald

 claim
s th

at th
e o

n
ly
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reason for her son's trouble w
as that in class he w

as m
ocked 

because of his S
outhern accent. 

"B
utr she says, "w

e w
ere poor, and w

ith the poor 'they 
do w

hat they like." 
D

r R
enatus H

artogs exam
ined the w

eedy little boy for a 
m

onth, and classed him
 as "potentially dangerous". H

e w
as 

found to be violent under his quiet appearance, to have a 
hatred of authority, to be aggressive, unfeeling, obstinate 
and solitary. 

B
u

t th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 au
th

o
rities, w

h
o

 h
av

e m
an

ag
ed

 to
 

p
reserv

e an
d
 fin

d
 th

is cu
rio

u
s m

ed
ical rep

o
rt ten

 y
ears 

later, d
id

 n
o
th

in
g
 to

 cu
re h

im
. T

h
e _

to
w

n
 h

ad
n
't th

e 
necessary funds for such sm

all m
atters. 

T
h
e m

o
th

er retu
rn

ed
 to

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s. L
ee seem

ed
 to

 
im

p
ro

v
e, an

d
 so

m
eh

o
w

 g
o
t h

is h
ig

h
 sch

o
o
l g

rad
u
atio

n
 

d
ip

lo
m

a. H
e h

au
n

ted
 th

e lib
raries, an

d
 d

isco
v

ered
 K

arl 
M

arx's D
as ;C

apital. L
ater he w

as to say: 
"T

hat day I w
as like a very religious m

an w
ho opens the 

B
ible for the first tim

e in his life." 
Y

et another m
ove, and the O

sw
alds w

ere back in F
ort 

W
o

rth
. H

ere, at th
e h

ig
h

 sch
o

o
l L

ee atten
d

ed
, a g

irl fell 
m

ad
ly

 in
 lo

v
e w

ith
 h

im
. T

h
e y

o
u
th

 w
as g

au
ch

e, d
an

ced
 

badly, w
as not generous —

 and w
ith good reason —

 but 
there w

ere m
om

ents w
hen he could show

 a great deal of 
passion. T

he affair did not last long. L
ee w

as seventeen. 
S

ev
en

teen
 is th

e m
in

im
u
m

 ag
e fo

r v
o
lu

n
teerin

g
 fo

r th
e 

M
arines. T

he M
arines (or expeditionary corps of soldier-

sailors) are the elite of the U
nited S

tates F
orces —

 rather 
lik

e th
e S

.S
. u

n
d

er H
itler, o

r th
e p

arach
u

tists u
n

d
er d

e 
G

au
lle. A

 m
arin

e is a h
ero

, a su
p
erm

an
, a leg

en
d
. T

h
e 

corps takes only volunteers, and in a few
 m

onths transform
s 

b
o

y
s in

to
 m

en
. 

In the U
nited S

tates, m
ore film

s and books are produced 
to

 th
e g

lo
ry

 o
f th

e M
arin

es th
an

 o
n
 an

y
 o

th
er su

b
ject. 

W
ith

o
u
t th

e M
arin

es th
ere w

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er h
av

e b
een

 th
e 
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landings at T

ripoli, H
avana, N

orm
andy, Iw

o Jim
a, or in 

K
orea. T

he M
arines m

ake a cult of super-patriotism
 and 

give hope of glory. 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald had at last found the key to his future. 

O
sw

ald
 m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 an

 ex
cellen

t so
ld

ier. H
e w

as 
m

en
tio

n
ed

 sev
eral tim

es in
 d

esp
atch

es, an
d
 receiv

ed
 a 

m
edal for his excellent m

arksm
anship. B

ut he w
as not over-

popular w
ith his com

panions in arm
s. 

"H
e w

asn
't to

u
g
h
 en

o
u
g
h
, an

d
 h

e d
id

n
't talk

 m
u
ch

. 
W

hen he did talk, you couldn't understand a w
ord," says 

D
onald G

oodw
in, his sergeant instructor. 

Jo
h

n
 E

. D
o

n
o

v
an

, w
h

o
 co

m
m

an
d
ed

 th
e sectio

n
 at th

e 
T

ustin R
adar B

ase in C
alifornia, w

here O
sw

ald served, 
say

s th
at h

e read
 m

an
y

 S
o

v
iet n

ew
sp

ap
ers an

d
 stu

d
ied

 
R

ussian literature. 
H

is ro
o
m

-m
ate, M

ack
 O

sb
o
rn

, say
s th

at L
ee p

raised
 

M
arxism

. 
A

ll this happened w
hile he w

as in the M
arines . . . 

H
E

 W
A

S
 sen

t to
 Jap

an
. H

e w
as im

m
ed

iately
 co

u
rt-

m
artialled for the im

proper possession of a pistol. A
 second 

co
u
rt-m

artial fo
llo

w
ed

, th
is tim

e fo
r h

av
in

g
 in

su
lted

 a 
sergeant-m

ajor. 
B

ack in the U
nited S

tates, and after com
pleting three 

years of service, O
sw

ald asked to be discharged on the pre-
text that his m

other w
as in uncertain health. T

he request 
w

as granted. 
H

e d
id

 in
 fact g

o
 b

ack
 to

 F
o
rt W

o
rth

. H
e h

ad
 o

n
 h

im
 

$1,600, his pay and gratuity. B
ut he stayed only one night 

w
ith his m

other. N
ext m

orning he announced coldly that 
he w

as going to em
bark at N

ew
 O

rleans on a ship bound for 
L

eningrad. 
"W

h
y
 d

id
 h

e g
o
? D

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 I co

u
ld

 h
av

e sto
p
p
ed

 
him

? H
e w

anted to w
rite a book w

hich w
ould m

ake him
 

fam
ous," M

arguerite O
sw

ald w
as to say later. 



D
allas police guard the 

building believed to house 
the assassin 

A
 p

lain
-clo

th
es o

fficer 
carries aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e 
b
u
ild

in
g
 th

e h
ig

h
-

p
o
w

ered
 rifle u

sed
 to

 
k
ill th

e P
resid

en
t 
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T
he young m

an w
as only tw

enty w
hen, on O

ctober t sth 
1959, in

 th
e m

id
d

le of th
e "

cold
 w

ar"
, h

e arrived
 in

 
M

oscow
. H

e booked in at a sm
all hotel, entering him

self in 
the register as "an export agent". 

S
om

e d
ays later, on

 th
e 31st of th

e sam
e m

on
th

, h
e 

p
resen

ted
 h

im
self to an

 official of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates E

m
-

bassy and declared: 
"I've had enough. I w

ant to becom
e a Soviet citizen." 

T
h

e affair cau
sed

 a stir. H
is m

oth
er telep

h
on

ed
 from

 
F

ort W
orth

, an
d

 h
e h

u
n

g u
p

 on
 h

er., H
e sen

t to th
e E

m
-

bassy a sw
orn declaration: 

"I sw
ear fidelity to the U

nion of Soviet Socialist R
epub-

lics." 
T

he C
om

m
and of the M

arines at W
ashington w

ere in a 
state of shock lest the m

atter becam
e know

n to C
ongress. 

"T
hey're capable of refusing our finance estim

ates —
 all 

our publicity w
ill go for nothing . . ." 

S
o O

sw
ald

 w
as "

d
ish

on
ou

rab
ly d

isch
arged

"
 from

 th
e 

M
arines on the pretext that as a R

eservist he had had no 
right to go to R

ussia. 
O

sw
ald w

as outraged. H
is position in the M

arines seem
s 

still to h
ave b

een
 im

p
ortan

t to h
im

, alth
ou

gh
 h

e w
as n

o 
lon

ger an
 A

m
erican

 citizen
. H

e ad
d

ressed
 a letter of 

protest to the N
avy M

inister, C
onnally —

 the sam
e w

ho w
as 

to becom
e G

overnor of T
exas. C

onnally sent the letter to his 
su

ccessor, K
orth

 —
 th

e law
yer w

h
o h

ad
 ob

tain
ed

 th
e 

divorce decree against O
sw

ald's m
other . . . 

T
he Soviets are a little m

ore difficult than the A
m

ericans 
w

hen it com
es to sheltering defectors. T

hey w
ant only the 

cream
. O

sw
ald did not inspire them

 w
ith m

uch confidence, 
an

d
 h

e h
ad

 n
o p

articu
lar talen

t. H
e w

as refu
sed

 citizen
-

sh
ip

. H
e m

u
st live in

 R
u

ssia as a foreign
er, an

d
 con

ten
t 

him
self w

ith a job in a steel factory at M
insk, at 8o roubles 

a m
onth. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as later to say th
at life th

ere w
as h

orrib
le: 
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D
etective B

ill W
aithers pictured retrieving w

hat the author believes 
w

as the m
ysterious fourth bullet a few

 m
inutes after the assassination 
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m
ean lodgings, insufficient food, no holidays, and nothing 

but long C
om

m
unist propaganda tirades. 

B
ut there w

as M
arina F

eodorovna P
rusakova, the young 

pharm
acist at the factory. S

he w
as born in L

eningrad in 
1941. H

er father' died w
hen she w

as tw
o and her m

other 
m

arried A
lexander M

edvedyev. In 1957 her m
other died 

and M
arina, sixteen, left hom

e for M
insk. W

hen her step-
fath

er h
eard

 o
f h

er m
arriag

e to
 O

sw
ald

 h
e im

m
ed

iately
 

disow
ned her. M

arina fell in love straight aw
ay w

ith the 
exotic Y

ank. S
he w

as to say later: 
"H

e w
as so lonely, so sad, so very m

uch on his ow
n." 

O
sw

ald had decided to go back to the U
nited S

tates, but 
for that a S

oviet exit visa w
as necessary —

 and this w
as 

refu
sed

 h
im

. H
e h

ad
 to

 w
ait fo

r it a y
ear an

d
 a h

alf. H
e 

m
arried M

arina, and they had a little girl, June L
ee,• born 

on F
ebruary 5th 1962. O

sw
ald w

anted to have her bap-
tised by proxy at F

ort W
orth, but w

hen he learned that the 
P

asto
r w

an
ted

 an
 "o

fferin
g
" in

 d
o
llars, h

e w
as m

u
ch

 
annoyed, and gave up the idea. 

H
e w

ro
te a letter to

 th
e S

en
ato

r fo
r T

ex
as,, Jo

h
n
 G

. 
T

ow
er, a diehard conservative, declaring: 

"I am
 a prisoner in the U

.S
.S

.R
. against m

y w
ill. H

elp 
m

e." T
he S

enator intervened w
ith the S

tate D
epartm

ent; 
later h

e said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 sim

p
ly

 fo
rw

ard
ed

 th
e letter, 

w
ithout com

m
ent, T

he S
tate D

epartm
ent then m

ade very 
energetic representations to the K

rem
lin to obtain this visa, 

an
d
 at th

e sam
e tim

e g
av

e O
sw

ald
 a n

ew
 p

assp
o
rt fo

r 
him

self and his fam
ily. . 

W
hile at M

insk, L
ee w

rote often to his m
other: 

."S
end m

e som
e shaving cream

, razor blades, chocolate, 
chew

ing gum
, m

agazines and detective novels . . . a pocket 
edition of O

rw
ell's 1984... I am

 going to be a papa. I hope 
it w

ill b
e a b

o
y
! ... M

am
a, d

o
n
't try

 to
 co

m
e h

ere to
 see 

us . . . G
ood new

s, w
e are leaving in a m

onth's tim
e. M

am
a, 

do som
ething im

portant for us —
 w

rite to an organisation 

4 
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called the International R
escue C

om
m

ittee* and ask them
 

fo
r $

8
0

0
 fo

r tw
o

 tick
ets, M

o
sco

w
—

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
—

T
ex

as. 
D

o
n

't sen
d

 u
s an

y
th

in
g

 o
u

t o
f y

o
u

r o
w

n
 p

o
ck

et. A
n

d
 

don't take a loan, ask for it as a gift . . ." 
T

h
e m

o
th

er co
u

ld
 n

o
t g

et th
e m

o
n

ey
, an

d
 it w

as th
e 

U
nited S

tates E
m

bassy in M
oscow

 w
hich advanced the 

funds for the return journey. T
he G

overnm
ent w

ere later 
repaid by O

sw
ald. 

T
H

E
 O

SW
A

L
D

S arrived in N
ew

 Y
ork. by ship on June 13th 

1962. O
sw

ald gave a fantastic account of his stay in R
ussia 

to the representative O
f the A

id O
rganisation sent to m

eet 
them

. H
e had served as a guard at the E

m
bassy and been 

k
id

n
ap

p
ed

 b
y

- C
o

m
m

u
n

ist ag
en

ts. O
sw

ald
 ask

ed
 to

 b
e 

rep
atriated

 to
 T

ex
as at th

e o
rg

an
isatio

n
's ex

p
en

ie. B
u
t 

they telegraphed to his brother R
obert, w

ho prom
ised by 

telephone to send the necessary $300. 

W
H

IL
E

 H
IS w

ife w
as staying w

ith M
rs P

aine, O
sw

ald w
ent 

to
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s, w

h
ere h

e fo
u
n
d
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

 an
o
th

er 
en

g
rav

er. .B
u

t w
h

en
 M

rs P
ain

e w
en

t to
 see h

im
 in

 S
ep

-
tem

ber, he w
as once again out of w

ork. 
M

arin
a retu

rn
ed

 to
 Irv

in
g

 w
ith

 h
er frien

d
. T

h
e y

o
u

n
g

 
R

ussian w
om

an w
as expecting another baby, and needed 

care. T
he good M

rs P
aine also took back in her car, a'1956 

station w
aggon, all the O

sw
alds' possessions, including a 

m
ysterious long object com

pletely enclosed in a covering. 
F

or his part, O
sw

ald w
as supposed to be going to H

ouston. 
H

e did not return to D
allas until tw

elve days later, w
ent 

to
 sec h

is w
ife, an

d
 th

en
 ren

ted
 th

e little ro
o

m
 in

 M
rs 

Johnson's lodging-house under a false nam
e. 

O
n M

onday, O
ctober 14th, M

rs W
illiam

 R
andell w

ent 
to see her friend, D

orothy R
oberts, w

ho seem
ed troubled ... 

"Y
ou know

 m
y neighbour —

 there's a R
ussian living w

ith 
A

n O
rganisation for anti-C

om
m

unist refugees.  

'JO
IN
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H
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5
1  

h
er, a p

oor w
om

an
 p

ersecu
ted

 b
y th

e C
om

m
u

n
ists. S

h
e's 

expecting a baby at any m
inute, and her husband is ou

t of 
• w

ork . . ." 
"T

ry
 at th

e T
ex

as B
o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
," M

rs R
an

d
ell 

suggested. 
N

o
te th

at o
n

 th
at d

ay
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
's v

isit to
 

T
exas w

as not know
n of for certain, and that no-one knew

 
, anything of the route he w

ould take. 
M

rs P
aine telephoned the B

ook D
epository, and w

as put 
in touch w

ith the m
anager, R

. S
. T

ruly. 
`S

end us round this future papa, w
e'll try to help him

 ..." 
O

sw
ald

 w
en

t th
ere n

ex
t d

ay
, an

d
 m

ad
e an

 ex
cellen

t 
im

p
ressio

n
 o

n
 T

ru
ly

, w
h
o
m

 h
e to

ld
 th

at h
e h

ad
 o

n
ly

 
recently left the M

arines. 
"I en

g
ag

ed
 h

im
 o

n
 th

e sp
o

t at $
1

.2
5

 an
 h

o
u

r, fo
rty

 
hours a w

eek. H
e w

as to w
ork from

 8 in the m
orning to 

4.45 in the afternoon, w
ith three quarters of an hour for 

lunch, from
 12.15 . . . 

"It w
as in

ten
d

ed
," T

ru
ly

 w
as later to

 say
. "T

h
at d

ay
, 

tw
o people applied. I needed one for the m

ain building and 
the other for an out-of-the-w

ay depot that no-one w
ould 

ever have passed . . . O
sw

ald arrived first, and I decided to 
keep him

 w
ith m

e . . ." 
O

n
 O

cto
b
er lo

th
, M

arin
a g

av
e b

irth
 to

 a little g
irl, 

R
ach

el L
ee, at th

e P
ark

lan
d

 M
u

n
icip

al H
o

sp
ital. T

h
e 

ever-kind M
rs P

aine had sold tw
o pints of her blood in order 

to pay part of the expenses. 
D

r M
alco

lm
 P

erry
 can

 rem
em

b
er th

e sw
eet, sad

 an
d
 

lovely M
arina. T

hey exchanged a few
 w

ords in L
atin, of 

w
h
ic

h
 la

n
g
u
a
g
e
 M

a
rin

a
, a

s a
 p

h
a
rm

a
c
ist, k

n
e
w

 a
 

little. 
T

h
e fath

er d
id

 n
o

t g
o

 to the hospital, but he w
as very 

h
ap

p
y

 at th
e b

irth
. E

ach
 w

eek
-en

d
 h

e sp
en

t all h
is tim

e 
w

ith
 th

e n
ew

 b
ab

y
. A

n
d

 o
n

 th
e ev

en
in

g
 o

f T
h

u
rsd

ay
 

N
ovem

ber 2ISI, instead of going back to.his rented room
 he 
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asked another em
ployee, W

esley F
razier, to give him

 a lift 
to M

rs P
aine's house . 

H
is colleague w

as surprised. 
"I thought you only w

ent there at w
eek-ends." 

"I w
ant to see m

y children, and I also have to get som
e 

curtain-rods for the curtains in m
y room

 . . ." 
O

sw
ald played w

ith the babies, w
atched the television 

for a bit, then w
ent to the garage. M

rs P
aine rem

em
bers 

it, because he forgot to turn off the electric light. 
H

e w
ent to bed early, as usual. F

or him
1  there w

as not 
m

u
ch

 p
o
in

t in
 p

au
sin

g
 to

 co
u
n
t h

is b
lessin

g
s. S

in
ce h

is 
return, he had not earned so m

uch as $3,000 —
 an absurdly 

lo
w

 su
m

 —
 an

d
 h

ad
 ch

an
g

ed
 jo

b
s sev

en
teen

 tim
es. H

e 
lived apart from

 his fam
ily, and could not even provide for 

the new
-born child. P

eople shunned him
, called him

 un-
balanced, arrogant, good-for-nothing. 

In the F
.B

.I. file on him
 is noted: 

"H
e's a M

arxist w
ho has never carried through a single 

project." 
P

erhaps L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald dream
ed that night of the 

act that he w
as to com

m
it next day —

 the first successful one 
of his life. 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 F

O
U

R
 

It is the F
ashion to H

ate . . . 

T
H

E
 H

E
A

D
 O

F
 the printing departm

ent of the D
allas D

aily 
N

ew
s tried vainly that night, T

hursday—
F

riday, to get in 
to

u
ch

 w
ith

 th
e p

ap
er's A

d
v
ertisin

g
 M

an
ag

er. T
h
e latter 

had already taken advantage of the long w
eek-end to go 

fishing in the G
ulf of M

exico. T
he print m

anager had a 
problem

: an advertiser, a certain B
ernard W

eissm
an, w

as 
patiently w

aiting for the first proof of a publicity lay-out, a 
full page spread, but w

as insisting that the advertisem
ent 

should be fram
ed w

ith a black border, just like those on a 
card announcing a death. 

"T
here's nothing like that on m

y order-sheet," grum
bled 

th
e o

v
erseer. "I m

u
st h

av
e an

 O
.K

. fro
m

 u
p
stairs ..." 

F
inally he got hold of the M

anaging E
ditor: 

"T
h

e an
n

o
u

n
cem

en
t b

y
 th

e A
m

erican
 F

act F
in

d
in

g
 

C
om

m
ittee? O

h yes, give it a good splash. Just think, the 
boss likes it so m

uch that he m
ight even put it in free ... 

T
h
at w

o
u
ld

 sp
are h

im
 th

e tro
u
b
le o

f w
ritin

g
 h

is o
w

n
 

editorial." 
In the last few

 days, the D
allas D

aily N
ew

s had indeed 
d
ev

o
ted

 a w
h
o
le b

arrag
e o

f ed
ito

rials to
 criticism

 o
f 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

's p
o

licies. T
h

ey
 called

 h
im

 in
co

m
-

petent, irresponsible, idiotic, conscienceless, anti-A
m

erican, 
an

ti-R
ep

u
b
lican

, an
ti-cap

italist, an
ti-P

ro
testan

t, an
d
 o

f 
co

u
rse an

ti-T
ex

an
,. S

o
 th

e ad
v

ertisem
en

t in
 g

reat b
lack

 
type on page 2

 of the new
spaper w

hich w
ould go on sale in 

53 
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the early hours of F
riday m

orning w
ould not greatly shock 

its readers: 
"Y

ou are not w
elcom

e, M
r P

resident. D
allas rejects your 

policies and your philosophy. In fact, you are a traitor . . . 
"T

he people of D
allas know

 that the head of the A
m

eri-
can C

om
m

unist P
arty, G

us H
all, is in league w

ith you and 
w

ill help in your re-election 
"Y

ou, K
ennedy, have struck the M

onroe D
octrine from

 
the book of our N

ation in order to replace it by the spirit of 
M

oscow
." 

B
E

R
N

A
R

D
 W

E
IS

S
M

A
N

, 
a y

o
u
n
g
 Jew

 o
f tw

en
ty

-six
, 

w
as 

supposed to be only passing through D
allas, although he w

as 
liv

in
g

 th
ere in

 a lu
x

u
rio

u
s b

ach
elo

r ap
artm

en
t. H

e h
ad

 
obviously not had m

uch difficulty in persuading the new
s-

p
ap

er to
 p

ass h
is tex

t. H
ad

n
't th

e h
ead

 o
f th

e p
o

litical 
section of the sam

e new
spaper w

ritten: 
. "H

ere in D
allas, hating K

ennedy is a popular gam
e." ? 

H
ad not the director of the sam

e new
spaper, T

ed D
ealey, 

dared to say im
pudently to K

ennedy, during a press con-
ference at the W

hite H
ouse: 

"M
r .P

resid
en

t, w
e n

eed
 a k

n
ig

h
t w

h
o

 w
ill lead

 th
is 

N
atio

n
 o

n
 h

o
rseb

ack
, b

u
t y

o
u
 lead

 it p
ed

allin
g
 o

n
 y

o
u
r 

d
au

g
h
ter C

aro
lin

e's tricy
cle . ." ? O

n
 h

is retu
rn

, D
allas 

had feted him
 for saying that. 

It is not know
n for certain just w

ho put up the $4,500 for 
the advertisem

ent, but in D
allas it is very easy to find the 

m
oney w

hen one w
ants to attack the G

overnm
ent. 

T
H

E
 M

U
L

T
I-M

IL
L

IO
N

A
IR

E
 L

. H
. H

unt, w
hose in

co
m

e from
 

his oil-w
ells is half a m

illion dollars a day, has a w
hole arm

y 
o

f "b
rav

i" in
 h

is p
ay

. A
fter h

av
in

g
 su

p
p

o
rted

 th
e ill-

fam
ed S

enator Joseph M
cC

arthy, he now
 finances a daily 

p
ro

g
ram

m
e o

n
 telev

isio
n

 an
d

 rad
io

 w
h

ich
 p

ro
p

ag
ates 

extrem
ist view

s. 
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H

E
 F
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A
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T
here is D

on S
noots, w

hose P
olitical L

etter has 55,000 
subscribers, and that in a tow

n of som
e 400,000 inhabi-

tants. T
he L

etter is also read, on paid tim
e, from

 fifty radio 
and ten television stations. F

or D
on S

noots, W
ashington is 

a nest of traitors. 
T

here is the retired G
eneral, E

dw
in W

alker, a profes-
sio

n
al so

ld
ier w

h
o
 h

as g
o
n
e in

to
 p

o
litics b

ecau
se th

e 
G

overnm
ent com

pelled him
 to leave his post in B

erlin, 
w

here he com
m

anded the A
m

erican garrisons. It w
as this 

sam
e W

alker w
ho w

as involved in disturbances at O
xford, 

M
ississippi, w

hen the coloured student M
eredith w

ished to 
enrol at the U

niversity there. T
he G

overnm
ent arrested 

W
alk

er, th
en

 m
ag

n
an

im
o
u
sly

 d
id

 n
o
 m

o
re th

an
 su

b
m

it 
him

 to psychiatric exam
ination. W

alker, in protest, flew
 the 

A
m

erican flag the w
rong w

ay round in front of his house -
also situated in the O

ak C
liff quarter —

 w
henever a high 

W
ashington personality visited D

allas. H
e had done it w

ith 
S

tev
en

so
n
, an

d
 h

e d
id

 it th
at n

ig
h
t w

ith
 K

en
n
ed

y
. B

u
t 

W
alker w

as not at hom
e; he had gone, for som

e reason un-
know

n, to N
ew

 O
rleans, O

sw
ald's native tow

n, w
here the 

ex
-d

efecto
r h

ad
 w

o
rk

ed
 fo

r a n
u
m

b
er o

f w
eek

s b
efo

re 
returning to D

allas. 
A

n
o

th
er asso

ciatio
n

 h
o

stile to
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
s w

as th
e 

N
atio

n
al In

d
ig

n
atio

n
 C

o
n

v
en

tio
n

, w
h

ich
 co

m
b

in
ed

 all 
th

o
se w

h
o

 co
n

sid
ered

 th
e G

o
v

ern
m

en
t in

 p
o

w
er to

 b
e 

dangerous. 

T
H

A
T

 N
IG

H
T

 
T

he T
hunderbolt, 

a w
eek

ly
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 in
 

A
labam

a, w
as sold in D

allas. T
he title, in giant letters on 

the front page, w
as K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 K
E

E
P

S M
IST

R
E

SSE
S. T

hat front-
page story w

as lurid . 

T
H

A
T

 N
IG

H
T

, too, a group of volunteers from
 that section 

o
f th

e R
ep

u
b

lican
 P

arty
 w

h
ich

 u
p

h
eld

 S
en

ato
r B

arry
 

G
o

ld
w

ater fin
ish

ed
 m

ak
in

g
 a h

u
g

e b
an

n
er m

ean
t to

 b
e 
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held aloft at the airport next m
orning during the P

resident's 
arrival. 

L
E

T
'S

 B
U

R
Y

 K
IN

G
 JO

H
N

 w
as the slogan; and that phrase 

w
as a little m

asterpiece of election propaganda. 
"L

et's bury K
ing John" seem

s sim
ple enough; but a play 

on the w
ord "bury" w

as intended, since w
hen spoken w

ith 
th

e A
m

erican
 accen

t, th
ere is little d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 
"bury" and "B

arry" —
 the im

plication being that S
enator 

B
arry G

oldw
ater w

ould trium
ph over K

ennedy. 
T

he nicknam
e "K

ing John" w
as a m

alicious reference to 
the fact that in the eyes of the R

ight W
ing K

ennedy w
as a 

despot w
ho, like N

apoleon, gave all the m
em

bers of his 
fam

ily im
portant positions. 

B
u
t th

e w
o
rd

 "b
u
ry

", to
o
, h

ad
 an

o
th

er d
an

g
ero

u
s 

d
o
u
b
le m

ean
in

g
, an

 allu
sio

n
 to

 K
ru

sch
ev

's u
n
fo

rtu
n
ate 

p
h
rase ab

o
u
t "b

u
ry

in
g
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates" —

 th
u
s sly

ly
 

accusing K
ennedy of helping the S

oviets in their grave-
digging task. 

F
ortunately, next day neither K

ennedy nor anyone else 
to

o
k
 th

e slig
h
test n

o
tice o

f th
is p

lacard
, w

h
ich

 w
as lo

st 
am

id
 th

e p
o
p
u
lar en

th
u
siasm

. H
ad

 it n
o
t b

een
 fo

r a 
ch

an
ce p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
, th

is little d
ram

atic d
etail o

f th
e 

arrival in D
allas w

ould have been lost for ever. 

A
u
rito

u
o
ir R

o
b
ert W

elch
 th

e "p
o
p
e" o

f th
e Jo

h
n
 B

irch
 

S
ociety (a sem

i-secret but publicity-hunting organisation) 
lives in S

anta B
arbara, C

alifornia, m
ost of his supporters 

arc to be found in D
allas. T

he society claim
s to w

age con-
stant w

ar on "the C
om

m
unist conspiracy" underm

ining the 
A

m
erican w

ay of life. It looks upon E
isenhow

er as an agent 
of M

oscow
, and the R

epublican H
ead of the S

uprem
e C

ourt, 
E

arl W
arren, as E

nem
y N

o. t of all true A
m

erican patriots. 

T
H

E
 H

E
A

D
Q

U
A

R
T

E
R

S
 
staff o

f th
e M

in
u
tem

en
 h

ad
 ju

st 
fin

ish
ed

 th
eir w

eek
ly

 m
eetin

g
, an

d
 h

ad
 g

o
n
e to

 h
av

e a 
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w

hisky or tw
o
 w

ith
 th

eir "fu
eh

rer", R
o
b
ert D

u
p
u
g
h
, o

n
 

th
e seco

n
d
 flo

o
r o

f th
e p

riv
ate clu

b
 at th

e H
ilto

n
 H

o
tel. 

. "A
lert" w

as the w
atch-w

ord. T
he M

inutem
en are a sort of 

clan
d
estin

e arm
ed

 m
ilitia, w

h
o
 are in

 co
n
stan

t train
in

g
 

w
ith a view

 to opposing a "C
om

m
unist invasion". T

hey had 
ju

st p
u
t o

u
t a p

ro
clam

atio
n
 an

n
o
u
n
cin

g
 th

at th
an

k
s to

 
them

 D
allas w

as an im
pregnable city, and that the R

eds 
w

ould be trapped by their "guerilleros" in the vast T
exan 

deserts. 

W
H

IL
E

 H
E

 w
as still in M

oscow
, L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald had 

declared to an A
m

erican journalist: 
"In the U

nited S
tates it is the fashion to hate." 

T
he phrase could w

ell that night have been applied to 
th

at city
 o

f D
allas. A

n
d
 th

e G
o
v
ern

o
r o

f T
ex

as, Jo
h
n
 

C
onnally, w

as very uneasy. H
e had several tim

es, but in 
vain, asked K

ennedy to give up the idea of driving through 
the tow

n centre. 
"It's too dangerous. It'll be quite enough to go quickly 

from
 the airport to the T

rade M
art for the speech." 

B
ut K

ennedy w
ould not listen. 

IN
 Ins so-expensive apartm

ent at the T
exas H

otel, at F
ort 

W
orth, V

ice-P
resident Johnson w

as having difficulty in 
g
o
in

g
 to

 sleep
. H

e to
o
 w

as w
o
rried

 ab
o
u
t w

h
at m

ig
h
t 

happen next day in' D
allas. H

e rem
em

bered that appalling 
incident during the cam

paign of 196o, w
hen he and his w

ife 
w

ere hooted at by the m
ob. T

hey had spat in their faces 
and forced them

 to take refuge in an hotel. 
A

nd yet he, Johnson, w
as a product of T

exas, the favourite 
so

n
, ch

am
p
io

n
 o

f th
e S

o
u
th

. T
h
an

k
s to

 h
im

, K
en

n
ed

y
 

had obtained a narrow
 m

ajority in the S
tate, 46,233 votes 

am
ong 2,311,845 voters; w

ithout him
 N

ixon w
ould have 

w
on everyw

here. 
T

h
ere h

ad
 b

een
, to

o
, w

h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 A
d
lai 
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S
tevenson, w

ho like Johnson had tried in 196o to obtain 
the presidential nom

ination (K
ennedy beat them

 both) and 
w

h
o
 h

ad
 sin

ce as a co
n
so

latio
n
 p

rize b
een

 ap
p
o
in

ted
 

am
b
assad

o
r at th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s. A

 m
o
n
th

 earlier, o
n
 

2
4
th

 O
cto

b
er, 1

9
6
3
, S

tev
en

so
n
 h

ad
 co

m
e to

 D
allas b

y
 

in
v
itatio

n
. H

e w
as co

o
lly

 receiv
ed

 at th
e airp

o
rt. A

t th
e 

door of the hotel, w
hile he w

as sm
iling and shaking hands, a 

young w
om

an sw
athed in a m

ink cloak, M
rs C

ora F
rederick, 

shook a heavy placard and hit S
tevenson in the face, w

hile a 
young m

an (w
ho lived, like O

sw
ald, at Irving) spat at him

. 
"W

e T
exans," this aggressive A

m
azon later explained 

to the press, "w
e are cow

boys, w
ho aren't satisfied just to 

shout. W
e go into action w

hen necessary." 
S

ince then, S
tevenson had several tim

es advised K
ennedy 

not to set foot in D
allas. 

"T
he P

resident is safer in B
erlin or in M

oscow
, than in 

D
allas" h

ad
 p

ro
p
h
esied

 A
llan

 M
aly

, h
ead

 o
f th

e lo
cal 

co
u
n
cil o

f th
e A

F
L

-C
IO

, th
e trad

es u
n
io

n
 o

rg
an

isatio
n
. 

A
n
d
 v

ery
 p

ro
p
erly

 th
e p

o
lice ch

ief, Jesse C
u
rry

, h
ad

 
an

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
at h

is m
en

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t allo

w
 th

e sm
allest 

hostile gesture against the P
resident's person. 

R
u
ssell W

. M
cL

arry
 d

id
 n

o
t tak

e th
e p

o
lice ch

ief's 
th

reat v
ery

 serio
u
sly

 th
at n

ig
h
t. A

 m
ach

in
ist b

y
 d

ay
, h

e 
w

ent to night-school at A
rlington U

niversity, situated in a 
suburb of D

allas..H
e had stayed on late w

ith his friends. 
T

hen som
eone had given him

 a lift in a car to his hom
e in 

the O
ak C

liff quarter —
 that sam

e district in w
hich O

sw
ald 

had rented a little furnished room
 under a false nam

e. 
"T

om
orrow

," said M
cL

arry, w
ho looked a lot younger 

th
an

 h
is tw

en
ty

-o
n
e y

ears, "I sh
all b

e at th
e T

rad
e M

art 
w

ith a gun, and w
hile K

ennedy's speaking I'll shoot him
 . .." 

W
H

A
T

, T
H

E
N

, had John F
itzgerald K

ennedy com
e to do 

am
ong this assortm

ent of people? 
A

ll the forecasts agreed that he w
ould be re-elected in 
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1964 w

ithout need of T
exas, and even w

ithout need of the 
S

o
u
th

. T
h
e D

em
o
crat P

arty
 in

 T
ex

as w
as in

 a ch
ao

tic 
state, T

h
ere w

as Jo
h
n
so

n
's factio

n
, C

o
n
n
ally

's, S
en

ato
r 

Y
arborough's, and that of C

ongressm
an H

enry G
onzalez 

(the spokesm
an of the m

inorities). A
ll these D

em
ocrats had 

just one thing in com
m

on —
 they w

ere none of them
 on 

speaking term
s. K

ennedy w
as the only person w

ith w
hom

 
they w

ere w
illing to talk. 

H
o
w

ev
er, th

e stak
e w

as w
o
rth

 th
e tro

u
b
le; th

e stak
e 

w
as this m

arvellous S
tate of T

exas, directly south of the 
U

n
io

n
, b

u
t n

o
t a p

art o
f th

e S
o
u
th

. T
ex

as, w
h
ich

 co
n
-

siders itself an independent unit, and even often seriously 
talks of becom

ing independent indeed. T
exas, w

hich has 
so m

uch influence on w
hat is called T

he W
est —

 the W
est 

o
f m

u
lti-m

illio
n
aires, co

w
b
o
y
s, w

id
e o

p
en

 sp
aces an

d
 

virgin lands. T
exas, w

here is the A
lam

o, that T
herm

opylae 
of m

odern A
m

erica, w
here a handful of heroes fought to the 

last m
an under siege by the arm

ies of the M
exican general 

S
anta A

na. T
exas: huge, prodigious, astonishing —

 the 
o
n
e p

lace in
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates after N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 an
d
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 w

h
ich

 th
e fo

reig
n
 to

u
rist ab

so
lu

tely
 

m
ust 

see. 
A

lthough A
laska, w

hich in 196o becam
e the 51st S

tate 
of the U

nion, is bigger, T
exas w

ith its 267,339 square m
iles 

is form
idably large. 77 of its 257 districts are bigger than 

th
e S

tate o
f R

h
o
d
e Islan

d
, w

h
ich

 in
 tu

rn
 is larg

er th
an

 
L

uxem
bourg. If T

exas w
ere located betw

een N
ew

 Y
ork 

and C
hicago, it w

ould overlap them
 both; if in E

urope, it 
w

ould stretch from
 L

ondon to B
erlin. O

ne ranch alone -
belonging to the K

ing fam
ily dynasty —

 is larger than all 
S

w
itzerland. 

T
exas provides the w

estern w
orld w

ith half its synthetic 
rubber, a third of its petroleum

, a quarter of its rice and a 
fifth of its cotton. It has ten m

illion inhabitants, a m
illion 

of them
 black and a m

illion of M
exican origin. It has ten 
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m

illion cow
s. E

verything is on a giant scale there —
 even 

h
isto

ry
. • 

T
exas is the only S

tate of the U
nion w

hich w
as indepen-

dent for 9 years and 301 days, w
ith its ow

n flag, a blue star 
o
n
 a red

 field
, an

d
 w

h
ich

 as an
 in

d
ep

en
d
en

t rep
u
b
lic 

v
o
lu

n
tarily

 ag
reed

 to
 b

eco
m

e p
art o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

T
h
at sin

g
le star g

av
e rise to

 th
e n

am
e "T

h
e L

o
n
e S

tar 
S

tate". 
"T

ex
as" d

eriv
es fro

m
 th

e In
d
ian

 w
o
rd

 tejas, m
eaning 

friendship. T
he region w

as colonised by the S
panish and the 

F
ren

ch
, th

en
 cam

e u
n
d
er M

ex
ican

 d
o
m

in
atio

n
. B

u
t th

e 
adventurers S

tephen A
ustin and S

am
 H

ouston organised a 
coalition w

ith the tw
o thousand Y

ankees w
ho had com

e to 
settle in

 th
o
se v

ast p
lain

s, an
d
 in

 1836 rebellion becam
e 

w
ar. 
A

fter the tragedy of the A
lam

o, G
eneral A

ntonio L
opez 

de S
anta A

na w
as beaten by H

ouston at S
an Jacinto, and 

T
exas proclaim

ed itself a sovereign state. It sent am
bas-

sadors to L
ondon, P

aris and B
erlin, and had its ow

n postal 
service and a fleet of six torpedo-boats. 

H
ouston becam

e the first president, and w
as re-elected. 

In 184.6, T
exas w

as adm
itted to the U

nion w
ith H

ouston as 
its G

overnor. H
is reputation.w

as form
idable; he w

as nick-
n
am

ed
, w

ith
 resp

ect an
d
 ad

m
iratio

n
, "th

e g
reat d

ru
n
k
". 

A
fter th

e C
iv

il W
ar, T

ex
as seced

ed
 w

ith
 th

e rest o
f th

e 
S

outh, but suffered relatively less from
 the defeat, because 

of its im
m

ensity. 
T

he cattlem
en dom

inated the S
tate until too°. T

his w
as 

th
e tim

e o
f th

e g
reat ran

ch
es, th

e co
w

b
o
y
s, an

d
 o

f th
at 

ro
m

an
tic co

n
cep

tio
n
 later seized

 o
n
 b

y
 literatu

re an
d
 

H
ollyw

ood. T
hen cam

e the grow
th of the cities, until at 

last, in
 to

o
t, n

ear B
eau

m
o
n
t, cam

e th
e fin

d
in

g
 o

f th
e 

S
pindletop w

ell, w
hich so suddenly that there w

as no hope 
o
f catch

m
en

t, g
u
sh

ed
 sk

y
w

ard
s 

900,000 
b
arrels o

f o
il. 

F
ro

m
 b

ein
g
 th

e larg
est, T

ex
as n

o
w

 b
ecam

e th
e rich

est 
• 
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S

tate, private bank deposits alone being today in excess of 
five billion dollars. 

O
ne cannot speak of T

exas as a unit. In the southeast are 
the im

m
ense forests of P

iney W
oods, som

e 850,000 acres -
a relatively poor area, m

ost of w
hose population is black. 

T
he trees, gigantic firs, alm

ost all belong to the m
illionaires 

of B
eaum

ont and D
allas. 

T
he south, along the border w

ith M
exico, has retained 

the pleasant charm
 of the L

atin w
ay of life. H

ere is great 
p
ro

sp
erity

. T
h
ere are so

 m
an

y
 p

ip
e-lin

es, o
il-w

ells an
d
 

sources of natural gas that it is called "the spaghetti dish". 
L

abour is cheap and accom
m

odating, m
ostly M

exicans w
ho 

cross the frontier to find w
ork in the factories and ranches. 

T
he w

est, the redoubtable w
est, called T

he P
anhandle, 

has not yet arrived in the tw
entieth century. T

he popula-
tion is thin, 1

5
0
,0

0
0
 at the m

ost; the clim
ate capricious; 

th
e co

u
n
try

sid
e d

ep
ressin

g
. N

o
 cars, n

o
 telep

h
o
n
es, n

o
 

trees. H
ere an

d
 th

ere in
 th

e v
ast d

esert a w
o
o
d
en

 cro
ss 

m
arks w

here a m
an died of thirst —

 com
e from

 no-one 
know

s w
hence, going no-one know

s w
here. 

T
he cow

boy w
ears the huge B

orsalino hat and jeans, and 
alw

ays has a revolver at his belt. B
ut often his horse has 

been replaced by a jeep, and he probably does not use his 
gun except on July 4th, Independence day. 

T
he real heart of T

exas lies in the great cities: D
allas, 

F
ort W

orth, H
ouston and A

ustin, the capital. 
"I love daw

ns and sunsets," said L
yndon Johnson, "and 

at m
y ranch near A

ustin I can see both. It is a dry country," 
he w

ent on, "there is alw
ays the sun, and the w

ind. A
nd w

e 
have birds that sing and flow

ers that grow
 and girls w

ho 
lau

g
h
 . .. It is also

 a stro
n
g
 co

u
n
try

, b
reed

in
g
 fearless 

soldiers and m
en w

ith great courage. T
he grass is rich in 

m
inerals, and the cow

s are strong, big . . ." 
B

ecause of their past, the T
exans are very chauvinistic 

indeed. T
hey sell postcards w

hich show
 T

exas as dom
inat- 
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• 

in
g
 a m

ap
 o

n
 w

h
ich

 th
e rest o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates can

 
hardly be seen. T

heir patriotism
, like everything else about 

them
, is out of all proportion. T

his is w
hy they arc so easily 

im
p
ressed

 b
y
 ex

trem
ist m

o
v
em

en
ts. T

h
eirs is n

eith
er a 

S
tate nor a province, but an E

m
pire w

hich has preserved 
its feudal traditions. 

S
ide by side w

ith great w
ealth there is great poverty and 

m
uch exploitation; but because they are T

exans the poor 
and exploited w

ill not adm
it to being so. T

he T
exan w

ho 
trav

els sp
en

d
s tw

ice as m
u
ch

 as h
e can

 really
 affo

rd
, to

 
prove him

self "big". A
nd he w

ill alw
ays have ready an end-

less recital of statistics: T
exas has the biggest bookshop in 

the U
nited S

tates, 59 radio stations, the deepest oil-w
ell; the 

G
overnor's palace is the eighth largest in the w

orld; they 
p
ro

d
u
ce th

e m
o
st g

arlic; U
v
ald

e, T
ex

as, is th
e w

o
rld

's 
capital for honey; T

yler, T
exas, the capital for roses; P

ort 
A

ransas the greatest oil-port in the w
orld; T

exas has 410 
telep

h
o
n
e co

m
p
an

ies, 4
,0

0
0
 v

arieties o
f w

ild
.  flow

er, 
95,20o oil-w

ells, and 4
2
,0

0
0
,0

0
0
 chickens; w

hile in T
exas 

y
o
u
 fin

d
 th

e m
o
st b

eau
tifu

l w
o
m

en
 in

 A
m

erica, Jo
an

 
C

raw
ford, G

inger R
ogers and D

oris D
ay included. 

T
here are less flattering statistics: the largest num

ber of 
illiterates, the least encouraging scholastic results, and the 
greatest num

ber of people refusing to cast their votes on 
election day. 

In T
exas lives M

rs C
lara D

riscoll, w
ho one day —

 be-
cau

se a w
aiter at th

e W
h
ite P

laza H
o
tel at C

o
rp

u
s 

C
hristi did not jum

p to answ
er her call —

 decided to buy up 
th

e lan
d
 facin

g
 th

e W
h
ite P

laza an
d
 th

ere b
u
ild

 a sk
y
-

scrap
er m

u
ch

 h
ig

h
er. S

h
e tu

rn
ed

 th
e sk

y
scrap

er in
to

 an
 

hotel, w
ent out on the terrace and cocked a snook at the 

W
hite P

laza . . . 

IN
 O

R
D

E
R

 not to give up som
e of its feudal conditions, to 

protect the interests of the oil m
illionaires (w

ho pay less in 
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taxes than the rest of the A
m

ericans) and to keep high the 
nam

e of T
exas in W

ashington, T
exas has created a highly 

efficient political m
achine. Its last boss w

as S
am

 R
ayburn, 

S
peaker of the H

ouse of R
epresentatives and ranking third 

in the succession to the presidency. 
It w

as w
ith R

ayburn that L
yndon B

aines Johnson served 
his political apprenticeship. 

L
yndon Johnson's grandfather cam

e to settle in T
exas 

in 1846, and w
ith a brother founded a sm

all tow
n w

hich 
w

as to be nam
ed Johnson C

ity —
 not in the grandfather's 

honour, but because a great m
any people nam

ed Johnson 
lived there. Johnson is the com

m
onest nam

e in the U
nited 

S
tates after S

m
ith. 

T
h
e g

ran
d
fath

er raised
 cattle an

d
 to

o
k
 so

m
e p

art in
 

politics. H
is son, S

am
uel E

aly Johnson, w
ent in m

ainly for 
politics. H

e m
arried R

ebekah B
aines, a farm

er's daughter, 
and their son w

as born in a poor little log cabin at S
tone-

w
all, now

 abandoned. 
F

o
r th

e first th
ree m

o
n
th

s th
e in

fan
t w

as ju
st called

 
"B

aby"; then the father suggested the nam
e of C

larence, 
then D

ayton, and finally L
inden. T

he m
other agreed to the 

last nam
e, provided that it w

as spelled L
yndon. 

S
am

uel died in 1936, but R
ebekah lived until 1958 and 

w
as to see her son take his seat in the S

enate at W
ashington. 

L
yndon Johnson began life as a shoe-shine boy, then 

ran aw
ay to C

alifornia and finally, after borrow
ing seventy-

five dollars, took .a course at the training-school in T
exas. 

In 1932 he w
ent to W

ashington as secretary to a C
ongress-

m
an. W

orthy son of his father, he rapidly m
ade his w

ay in 
politics. 

A
s S

am
 R

ayburn's protige, he w
as elected C

ongressm
an 

for T
exas at tw

enty-nine; and so im
pressed R

oosevelt that 
the latter told him

: 
"O

ne day you w
ill sit in m

y chair .. ." 
W

ashington becam
e Johnson's country, his hom

e, and 
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in
 1

9
4
8
 h

e w
as elected

 to
 th

e S
en

ate w
ith

 .a m
ajo

rity
 o

f 
only 87 votes over his rival, G

overnor C
oke S

tevenson ... 
so

o
n
 h

e b
ecam

e lead
er o

f th
e D

em
o
crat m

ajo
rity

 in
 th

e 
S

enate —
 a position w

hich m
ade him

 the• m
ost im

portant 
m

an in W
ashington after the president. • 

A
t a dance in 1934 at the U

niV
ersity of T

exas, he m
et 

C
lau

d
ia A

lm
a T

ay
lo

r, d
au

g
h
ter o

f T
h
o
m

as Jefferso
n
 

T
aylor, a second-hand dealer in K

arnock, a poor village 
on the edge of the fir forest. A

 negress had nicknam
ed the 

ch
ild

 L
ad

y
 B

ird
, th

in
k
in

g
 h

er b
ird

-lik
e, an

d
 th

e n
am

e 
stuck. 

L
ady B

ird has often been quoted on the rem
ote location 

of the farm
 w

here she grew
 up. It had no running w

ater or 
b
ath

ro
o
m

. In
 su

ch
 su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
s a g

irl learn
s to

 b
e a 

practical housekeeper. B
ut she had m

ore than backw
oods 

g
o
o
d
 sen

se; sh
e h

ad
 am

b
itio

n
. S

h
e fell in

 lo
v
e w

ith
 th

e 
young political secretary, but she w

as farsighted enough to 
realise that he w

as a m
an w

ith a future. T
his w

as not the 
starry-eyed w

ishful thinking of a bride. 
T

hey m
arried w

ithin six w
eeks of m

eeting. It w
as w

ell 
she had learned thrift on that K

arnock farm
. T

hey set. up 
hom

e in a sm
all W

ashington flat. T
he rent w

as $47. L
ady 

B
ird w

alked m
iles w

ith her shopping basket to m
ake each 

dollar do the w
ork of tw

o. 
In her husband's clim

b to the political peaks she w
as his 

w
ise g

u
id

e an
d
 m

o
re. H

er h
elp

 w
as p

ractical. S
h
e .b

o
r-

row
ed $1o,000 from

 her father to finance his first election 
cam

paign. 
"L

ater, a $46,000 inheritance from
 an aunt gave w

ider 
p
lay

 fo
r h

er in
itiativ

e. S
h
e m

u
ltip

lied
 h

er cap
ital m

an
y
 

tim
es. T

oday she controls several television stations, w
orth 

m
ore than a m

illion dollars. 
Johnson, m

aster of the. S
enate, expert in com

prom
ise, 

w
ith a genius for parliam

entary m
anoeuvre, and popular 

in the S
outh, w

as the obvious D
em

ocrat candidate for the 

IT
 IS

 T
H

E
 F

A
S

H
IO

N
 T

O
 H

A
T

E
 . . . 

presidential election in 1960. H
e w

as opposed by S
tevenson 

(w
h
o
se ch

an
ces w

ere slen
d
er sin

ce h
e h

ad
 tw

ice b
een

 
beaten by E

isenhow
er), and by a young S

enator rarely seen 
in the H

ouse but w
ell backed by his father's m

illions: Jack 
K

ennedy. 
T

he A
m

erican public is not keen on professional poli-
ticians. It m

uch prefers the "outsider", the am
ateur, and 

the daring. K
ennedy w

as chosen at L
os A

ngeles. Johnson 
w

as very m
uch disappointed; to such a point, indeed, that 

he sw
ore never to w

ork w
ith the new

 candidate again, and 
never to be in any w

ay obliged to him
. 

Johnson w
as sulking in his apartm

ent, N
o. 7334 of the 

B
iltm

ore H
otel at L

os A
ngeles, w

hen the telephone rang; 
L

ady B
ird took the call. 

"T
h
is is R

o
o
m

 9
3
3
3
," said

 an
 u

n
k
n
o
w

n
 v

o
ice. It w

as 
K

ennedy's room
, and the young candidate cam

e on the line 
straight aw

ay. 
"D

o persuade your husband to accept the post of V
ice-

P
resident. W

e need him
." 

S
om

e hours later, the new
s w

as official, and everyone in 
th

e p
arty

 w
as g

reatly
 su

rp
rised

. T
h
e sp

o
k
esm

en
 fo

r th
e 

trades unions, the liberals, the ncgroes and internationalists, 
w

ere all h
o
rrified

: Jo
h
n
so

n
, th

e S
o
u
th

ern
er, th

e co
n
-

serv
ativ

e, th
e sch

em
er! B

u
t K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 ask

ed
 fo

r n
o
-

o
n
e's ad

v
ice; h

e n
eed

ed
 Jo

h
n
so

n
's p

restig
e in

 o
rd

er to
 

conquer the S
outh, and he did not w

ant a hostile Johnson 
m

aking difficulties for him
 in the S

enate. 
A

fter the election, Johnson w
as forgotten. K

ennedy w
as 

too authoritarian to share' w
ith another the responsibilities 

of pow
er. H

is entourage did not hide their hostility to the 
new

 V
ice-P

resident, w
ho received m

any honours, travelled 
around the w

orld, but w
as com

pletely ignored by the W
hite 

H
ouse. 
A

 story w
ent the rounds that a certain L

yndon Johnson 
w

as w
aitin

g
 at th

e B
u
reau

 o
f M

issin
g
 P

erso
n
s o

f th
e 

j
1
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7
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W
ashington P

olice —
 but no-one arrived to claim

 him
 . . . 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 h

im
self, b

y
 n

o
 m

ean
s lack

in
g
 in

 a sen
se o

f 
h
u
m

o
u
r, said

 th
at M

rs K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 h

ad
 a h

u
g
e cry

stal 
chandelier, w

hich clattered w
ith every draught, installed in 

his office "in order to stop m
e going to sleep." 

B
ut this visit to T

exas w
as to be a revenge for him

. H
ere 

he w
as at hom

e, here he counted for som
ething. A

nd on that 
very evening of F

riday, N
ovem

ber 22nd, K
ennedy and his 

w
ife w

ould sleep in the "S
panish R

oom
" at his ,hom

e, the 
ranch on the P

edernales river. 
T

he ranch had been built by his grandfather as a strong-
point against R

edskin attack. It w
as m

ade of great stones, 
w

ith loopholes for firing upon the enem
y. T

hanks to his 
w

ife, Johnsonthad m
odernised and furnished it lavishly; he 

kept cattle on the 40 acres surrounding the m
ain building. 

T
here w

as even a landing-strip, not to m
ention the short-

w
ave transm

itter, sw
im

m
ing-pool and huge garage. 

T
hat night, all the staff w

ere aw
ake, feverishly getting 

everything ready for the reception on F
riday evening w

hen 
K

ennedy w
ould arrive at the ranch after his D

allas m
eet-

in
g
. Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

 receiv
e h

im
 th

ere as in
 o

th
er d

ay
s a 

baron received the sovereign in .his castle. 

.IT
 W

A
S

 on that sam
e night that around three o'clock M

rs 
Jeane D

ixon, in W
ashington, w

as abruptly aw
akened by 

a nightm
are. S

he at once telephoned the W
hite H

ouse and 
asked for "the S

ecret S
ervice". 

"Y
ou m

ust w
arn the P

resident —
 he's going to be killed 

tom
orrow

. D
on't let him

 go to D
allas. M

y visions are alw
ays 

right. I foresaw
 his election, and R

ockefeller's m
arriage ... 

H
e m

ust be w
arned at once." 

T
he officer on duty, furious at having been aw

akened for 
this, is reported to have not even thanked her and gone back 
to sleep on his sofa. 
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H
e didn't like the 'S

ardine C
an' 

H
A

L
F

-A
-D

O
Z

E
N

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 m
en

, p
art o

f th
e p

resi-
d
en

tial esco
rt, h

ad
 n

o
t y

et g
o
n
e to

 b
ed

 th
at n

ig
h
t. T

h
ey

 
w

ere at th
e F

o
rt W

o
rth

 P
ress C

lu
b
 (tw

o
 step

s fro
m

 th
e 

hotel at w
hich P

resident K
ennedy w

as staying) drinking 
beer, vodka and bourbon. It w

as against regulations, but 
th

e d
iscip

lin
e o

f th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice h
ad

 b
eco

m
e o

d
d
ly

 
relaxed under K

ennedy. 
E

v
en

 b
o
d
y
g
u
ard

s are h
u
m

an
. T

h
ey

 co
u
ld

 h
ard

ly
 b

e 
blam

ed for living it up a bit, especially w
hen their hosts 

w
ere th

e accred
ited

 jo
u
rn

alists, m
u
ch

 b
etter p

aid
 th

an
 

policem
en; and since apart from

 the P
ress C

lub there w
as 

no alcohol to be found anyw
here else in all "driest" F

ort 
W

orth. 
T

he special agents w
ould catch up on their sleep on the 

aeroplane journey and during the long procession next day 
—

 w
hich seem

ed likely to be very dull for them
. 

G
erald A

. B
ehn, head of the W

hite H
ouse section of the 

S
ecret S

ervice —
 about w

hich there is nothing secret except 
th

e n
am

e —
 h

ad
 n

o
t co

m
e to

 T
ex

as. T
h
is w

as rath
er 

stran
g
e, sin

ce B
eh

n
 alw

ay
s to

o
k
 p

art in
 p

resid
en

tial 
journeys. W

as it som
e sort of silent protest? T

he special 
agents w

ere furious because the S
enate had just refused the 

credits necessary to take on a further tw
enty-five detectives. 

W
ith only four hundred m

en, m
ost of them

 engaged in 
chasing counterfeiters, the S

ecret S
ervice had no longer the 

67 
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staff,necessary to guard a H
ead of S

tate in an age of rapid 

co
m

m
u
n
icatio

n
s, an

d
 w

h
en

 lead
ers feel it n

ecessary
 to

 

m
ix w

ith the crow
ds. F

or big occasions they had to apply 

for re-inforcem
ents to the F

.B
.I., w

hich w
as quick to "lend" 

its m
en, bU

t not w
ithout som

e ironical com
m

ents . . . w
hich 

m
ade the S

ecret S
ervice gnash their teeth. 

T
im

 O
R

IG
IN

S
 o

f th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice g
o
 b

ack
 to

 th
e C

iv
il 

W
ar. In 1865, som

e w
eeks before his death —

 it w
as to be 

one of his last legislative acts —
 A

braham
 L

incoln decided to 

form
 a corps of adventurers (several forgers am

ong them
) to 

com
bat the traffic in counterfeit m

oney in the reconquered 

S
outhern S

tates. T
heir organisation w

as very vague, and 

th
ey

 w
ere p

aid
 fro

m
 th

e S
ecret F

u
n
d
 o

f th
e T

reasu
ry

 

D
epartm

ent —
 hence their title. 

In 1901, after the assassination of P
resident M

cK
inley, 

the G
overnm

ent decided that it w
as essential to do som

e-

thing for the protection of the president. T
hey did not w

ant 

to
 .u

se th
e A

rm
ed

 F
o
rces, th

e civ
il p

o
w

er in
 th

e U
n
ited

 

S
tates being alw

ays suspicious, of the m
ilitary. N

or, for 

sim
ilar reasons, did they w

ish to create a sort of political 

police; the services of public order in W
ashington w

ere any-

w
ay quite insufficient. 
T

hen som
eone rem

em
bered the T

reasury D
epartm

ent's 

odd corps of "gorillas", and the W
hite H

ouse asked for a 

n
u
m

b
er "o

n
 lo

an
". T

h
e so

lu
tio

n
 w

as all th
e m

o
re co

n
-

venient because it m
ade it unnecessary to ask C

ongress for 

funds. 

S
E

C
R

E
T

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 
ag

en
ts m

u
st all h

e v
ery

 stro
n
g
 an

d
 

h
ealth

y
, w

ell-ed
u
cated

 an
d
 h

ig
h
ly

 sk
illed

 in
 th

e u
se o

f 

w
eapons. W

hen in W
ashington, they practise every day 

w
ith pistol, rifle and sub m

achine-gun at a special range, in 

th
e v

au
lts o

f th
e T

reasu
ry

 D
ep

artm
en

t. T
h
ey

 are tau
g
h
t 

ju
d
o
, an

d
 fro

m
 tim

e to
 tim

e tak
e sp

ecial co
u
rses at th

e 

H
E
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N
'T

 L
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F
.B

.I. training college. T
hey m

ust be excellent sw
im

m
ers, 

know
 how

 to ski and pilot a helicopter (in case it is neces-

sary to save the president, from
 peril at sea or in the m

oun-

tains). T
hey m

ust be excellent investigators, know
 how

 to 

exam
ine an electrical circuit to guard against sabotage or 

tap
p
in

g
; b

e ex
p
erts in

 ex
p
lo

siv
es; an

d
 b

e ab
le to

 w
ear 

evening dress w
ith an air in order to m

ix w
ith the guests at 

W
hite H

ouse receptions w
ithout it being suspected w

ho 

they really are —
 or that they are arm

ed. 

E
ntry is not easy, but the salary is relatively attractive: 

betw
een $600 and $1,000 a m

onth, according to seniority. 

A
fter all, a p

o
licem

an
 is a p

o
licem

an
, w

h
atev

er h
e's 

called, and $600 is three tim
es as m

uch as he could earn 

elsew
here —

 w
hile the prestige is enorm

ous. 

T
hey w

ear plain clothes, but their sartorial style tends to 

be characteristic: a navy blue suit, " 'varsity cut", w
hite 

shirt, and m
ulticoloured tie. Y

ou can tell them
 by their w

ay 

of dressing w
ithout having to look for the betraying little 

blue enam
el star in the lapel. 

In private, they are very polite; but in public heaven help 

the journalist w
ho finds him

self in their w
ay. W

hile he w
as 

still just a candidate, K
ennedy w

as once roughly thrust 

aside w
hen he found him

self near to E
isenhow

er. 

T
h
e g

reat m
ajo

rity
 o

f th
e fo

u
r h

u
n
d
red

 m
en

 o
f "th

e 

S
ervice" are perm

anently engaged in tracing counterfeit 

m
oney. T

he "W
hite H

ouse D
etail" consists of only fifty-six 

m
en ; though to these m

ust be added the specialists w
ho 

supervise the m
ail, and those engaged in special enquiries 

connected w
ith the P

residency. T
he W

hite H
ouse receives 

som
e 30,000 letters a w

eek. T
hey are all sorted in a special 

room
. T

he S
ecret S

ervice exam
ine them

; X
-ray parcels; 

m
ake chem

ical analyses of certain papers and fluids; and 

if n
eed

 arises trace th
e o

rig
in

 o
f th

reaten
in

g
 telep

h
o
n
e 

calls. 
T

h
e p

resid
en

t reg
u
larly

 receiv
es. th

reats to
 h

is life, 
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w
arn

in
g

s o
f attem

p
ts u

p
o

n
 it, th

reats to
 d

ro
p

 an
 ato

m
ic 

b
o
m

b
 o

n
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. A

lm
o
st alw

ay
s th

ey
 co

m
e 

from
 the deranged or from

 practical jokers. B
ut the S

ecret 
S

ervice study each one, follow
 up clues, and if necessary 

request action against those uttering threats, w
hose nam

es 
are all placed on a long B

lack L
ist. 

T
h

e S
ecret S

erv
ice also

 screen
 th

e em
p

lo
y

ees o
f th

e 
presidential household, and of course m

ake discreet en-
quiries each tim

e a journalist or photographer is accredited 
to the W

hite H
ouse. 

B
ut the function of the S

ecret S
ervice is not political. It 

does not concern itself w
ith the deep plots w

hich niay go on 
• in the S

enate or at the P
entagon, and w

ould do nothing to 
prevent a coup d'etat. T

h
eir w

o
rk

 is p
u
rely

 p
ractical an

d
 

p
o

liC
em

an
ly

. T
h

ere is n
o

th
in

g
 o

f th
e G

estap
o

 ab
o

u
t 

them
. 

H
ow

ever, Jam
es R

ow
ley, director of the S

ervice, b
y
 pro-

fessio
n
 a law

y
er, m

u
st k

eep
 u

p
-to

-d
ate w

ith
 ev

en
ts. F

o
r 

exam
ple, he had to surround both K

ennedy and Johnson 
w

ith guards im
m

ediately the first 
	of the presidential 

elections w
ere announced. D

uring a visit by a foreign H
ead 

of S
tate he m

ust also use a good deal of diplom
acy, especi-

ally w
hen the visitor com

es from
 a country behind the Iron 

C
urtain. 
T

he uniform
ed guard at the W

hite H
ouse should not be 

confused w
ith the S

ecret S
ervice. A

t the beginning of the 
century, the W

ashington police sent a group of m
en to keep 

g
u
ard

 at th
e g

rilled
 d

o
o
rs o

f th
e p

resid
en

tial p
alace, in

 
m

uch the sam
e w

ay that m
en are sent to keep order in a 

theatre, or to a disorderly bar. 
T

hen it w
as decided to form

 a special squad, w
hose m

en 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e b

etter p
aid

 an
d
 assig

n
ed

 to
 p

erm
an

en
t d

u
ty

. 
T

h
eir task

 is relativ
ely

 easy
. T

h
ey

 o
p
en

 d
o
o
rs, an

sw
er 

tourists' questions and chase off the squirrels; but in the 
ev

en
t o

f d
an

g
er it is th

eir d
u
ty

 to
 fo

rm
 a liv

in
g
 b

arrier. 
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T
h
at is h

o
w

 tw
o
 o

f th
em

 cam
e to

 b
e sh

o
t d

o
w

n
 b

efo
re 

P
resident T

rum
an's door. 

W
H

E
N

 A
 

p
resid

en
t trav

els, a selected
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f S
ecret 

S
ervice m

en precedes him
 in their ow

n special plane, and 
confer w

ith the local authorities on security plans. 
E

very detail of the visit is studied; hotel room
s, stations 

and halls are exam
ined w

ith special detection apparatus. 
A

bove all, w
ell-arm

ed m
en are posted throughout the area. 

F
inally, the dossiers of the local police or of the F

.B
.I. are 

carefully studied, so that suspect persons m
ay be kept under 

surveillance, or even detained for a short tim
e. 

T
he head of the S

ccret S
ervice had a pow

er of veto over 
the president's m

ovem
ents. E

isenhow
er said once: "T

hey 
w

on't let m
e w

atch the atom
ic tests." 

F
ranklin R

oosevelt com
plained that his private train w

as 
rather uncom

fortable because of its ancient springs. B
ut the 

S
ecret S

ervice insisted on it because the old train w
as m

ade 
of steel, and w

ould give better protection in the event of an 
assassination attem

pt. 
T

rum
an didn't like having his bodyguard trotting after 

him
 every m

orning, w
hen at 6 o'clock he took his "con-

stitutional". 
"T

hey w
alk too slow

ly, your m
en," he said. A

nd once, 
one 

C
h

ristm
as E

v
e, h

e d
elib

erately
 ig

n
o

red
 th

e S
ecret 

S
ervice veto on a proposed visit to his m

other at K
ansas 

C
ity. B

ad w
eather had closed alm

ost all the com
m

ercial 
airports. T

rum
an w

ent, just the sam
e, from

 a m
ilitary air-

field. 
The president m

ust never be alone is the cardinal rule of the 
S

ervice. A
gents sw

im
 w

ith the president, go to the cinem
a 

w
ith him

 and follow
 him

 everyw
here. T

he w
hole of the 

special squad w
as at the Y

alta C
onference; and again, later, 

w
ith K

ennedy at the B
erlin W

all. 
W

hen P
resident W

oodrow
 W

ilson w
as courting E

dith 
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B
olling, w

hom
 he w

as to m
arry, he w

as aw
are, from

 their 
first m

eetings, of a vague sensation of being w
atched all the 

tim
e. H

e telephoned the police. 
"B

u
t, M

r P
resid

en
t, d

o
n
't y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 th
at tw

o
 S

ecret 
S

ervice m
en follow

 you constantly . ?" 
W

ilso
n
 d

id
 n

o
t p

ro
test. "G

o
 • o

n
. It's y

o
u
r d

u
ty

," h
e 

said —
 and ever since there has been no private life for the 

C
hief E

xecutive or for the m
em

bers of his fam
ily. 

L
IK

E
 H

IS
 

p
red

ecesso
rs, K

en
n
ed

y
 k

ick
ed

 ag
ain

st it. H
e 

tried to prove his independence on the very evening of his 
inauguration. 

H
e disappeared m

ysteriously at about 
2 o'clock in the 

m
o
rn

in
g
, cau

sin
g
 a v

eritab
le p

an
ic am

o
n
g
 th

e S
ecret 

S
ervice m

en. A
fter that, his escapades w

ere endless. H
e 

w
en

t alo
n
e in

co
g
n
ito

 to
 th

e cin
em

a, an
d
 w

en
t to

 d
in

n
er 

w
ith friends. D

uring the visit of K
ing H

assan of M
orocco he 

left the W
hite H

ouse on foot w
ithout telling anyone, crossed 

the avenue and w
ent to see his royal guest in B

lair•H
ouse. 

D
uring his last visit to N

ew
 Y

ork, on N
ovem

ber I4.th, a 
w

eek
 b

efo
re th

e jo
u
rn

ey
 to

 D
allas, h

e d
id

 w
ith

o
u
t h

is 
m

otorcycle escort and even asked that there should be no 
protective line of police at the roadsides. T

he N
ew

 Y
orkers 

had indeed protested that such security precautions w
ere 

enorm
ously expensive, upset city traffic and w

ere bad for 
trade; shopkeepers could sell nothing w

hile their custom
ers 

w
aited for the president to go by. T

he official car even had 
to stop like any other at each red light. 

T
here w

as an alarm
 w

hen at the corner of 72nd S
treet a 

young m
an w

ent right up to the P
resident —

 taking advant-
age of the fact that the car had been halted at the crossroads 
by the traffic signal —

 and took as m
any photographs as he 

liked before the escort could intervene. 
T

his carelessness of K
ennedy's w

as not just a consequence 
of his rebellious character. H

e w
as an elected president, 
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w
hose election largely depended upon his personal popu-

larity. L
ike a dictator, a president of the U

nited S
tates m

ust 

satisfy the dem
ands of the crow

d. H
e m

ust shake hands and 
sm

ile, let him
self be seen. 

W
hen begged to be m

ore careful, John K
ennedy w

ould 
reply w

ith a shrug: 
"It's an occupational risk." 
F

or him
, it w

as also a m
atter of principle. H

e w
as the 

leader of the free w
orld, D

em
otracy's cham

pion. H
e could 

not refuse to be seen. H
e did not w

ant to hide behind closed 
blinds, or surround him

self w
ith hundreds of policem

en 
arm

ed to the teeth like a C
om

m
unist tyrant. 

W
hat im

pression w
ould it have m

ade on the B
erliners if 

he had hid him
self behind a w

all of sub m
achine-guns? N

o, 
he m

ust prove to the w
orld that the president of the U

nited 
S

tates w
as a free m

an, living am
ong free m

en, in safety and 
confidence. 

It w
as d

ifficu
lt fo

r th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice to
 ig

n
o

re th
ese 

argum
ents; after all, it is not for nothing that they refer to 

the president as "the boss". It's the boss w
ho has the last 

w
ord. 
A

s U
. E

. B
au

g
h
am

, retired
 fro

m
 th

e p
o
st o

f S
ecret 

S
ervice head for som

e years, explained philosophically: 
"A

 president gets the protection he deserves." 

A
M

E
R

IC
A

 is today in the forefront of D
em

ocracy. B
ut that 

d
o

es not autom
atically ensure her w

isdom
 and experience. 

S
he is above all a young country; her history does not yet 

sp
an

 tw
o
 cen

tu
ries. S

h
e is also

, alas, a co
u
n
try

 w
h
ich

 
periodically m

urders her H
eads of S

tate in as sinister a w
ay 

as T
sarist R

ussia, or som
e eastern em

pire. 
It is true that the assassinations do not alw

ays have politi-
cal m

otives. A
t least, it has never been proved that they had. 

M
ost of the assassins w

ere deranged; but that alone does not 
explain w

hat they did. 



• 

7
4
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

W
hat lies at the root of these repeated assassinations and 

attem
pted assassinations is the m

iasm
ic clim

ate of hatred'; 
the constant friction; the taking for granted of the use of 
firearm

s; th
e id

ea th
at in

 p
o
litics o

n
e can

 b
e a. k

in
d
 o

f 
avenging angel. 

A
m

erica is the Land,of F
reedom

 —
 but not the Land of Tolerance, 

O
ne m

ust not forget that w
ithin her huge frontiers live 

m
any races, m

any religions,• m
any nationalities; and that 

in the U
nited S

tates today internal dissensions are as intense 
as they w

ere in E
urope during the M

iddle A
ges. 

W
ith a sort of Irish N

ationalist fervour, the S
outherners 

.continue to regard them
selves as a conquered people. T

hey 
• 

are alw
ay

s w
av

in
g
 th

e C
o
n
fed

erate flag
, sin

g
in

g
 

D
ixie, 

talking of the m
en of the N

orth as "Y
ankees" —

 enem
ies. 

(T
he children play in S

outhern A
rm

y uniform
s). T

hey still 
look on L

incoln, the greatest president in A
m

erican history, 
as a m

o
n
ster; to

 su
ch

 a p
o
in

t th
at in

 th
e S

o
u
th

 th
e tele-

vision stations ban docum
entaries of his life. 

In
 su

ch
 an

 atm
o
sp

h
ere, th

e fu
n
ctio

n
 o

f th
e S

ecret 
S

ervice m
ust be essential; it is vital for the security of the 

state, and perhaps K
ennedy w

as w
rong to undervalue it. 

T
U

E
 F

IR
S

T
 attem

pt on a president's life took place in 1835• 
It fluiled. 

P
resident A

ndrew
 Jackson w

as attending a funeral at the 
C

apitol, in W
ashington. A

 m
ad-looking m

an stepped out of 
th

e cro
w

d
, w

en
t u

p
 to

 Jack
so

n
, to

o
k
 a p

isto
l fro

m
 h

is 
p
o
ck

et an
d
 fired

. B
u
t th

e g
u
n
 d

id
 n

o
t g

o
 o

ff. A
t o

n
ce 

th
e m

an
 to

o
k
 o

u
t an

o
th

er p
isto

l. A
g
ain

 th
e g

u
n
 d

id
 n

o
t 

fire. 
R

ecovering from
 his surprise, the P

resident struck his 
assailan

t w
ith

 h
is w

alk
in

g
-stick

, an
d
 th

e m
an

 w
as th

en
 

overpow
ered by the police. 

L
ater, experts exam

ined both guns and fired them
 m

any 
tim

es w
ithout the least difficulty. It has been stated that the 
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odds against such a double m
isfire w

ere a m
illion to one. 

T
he intending assassin, R

ichard L
aw

rence, w
as a painter 

by profession, and lived in W
ashington. H

e w
as confined in 

a m
ental hom

e, and died there sixteen years after Jackson, 
on June 13th, 1861. 

O
N

 G
O

O
D

 Friday, 1865, A
braham

 L
incoln appeared in pub-

lic for the first tim
e after the victorious conclusion of the 

C
ivil W

ar. 
Ju

st fiv
e d

ay
s earlier G

en
eral G

ran
t h

ad
 receiv

ed
 th

e 
su

rren
d
er o

f •leis S
o
u
th

ern
 ad

v
ersary

 G
en

eral L
ee, in

 a 
schoolhouse in A

ppom
attox. T

he long, appalling, bloody 
civil w

ar w
hich had so fundam

entally split the nation w
as 

over at last. 
L

incoln lunched w
ith his w

ife and tw
o children; one of 

them
, R

obert, had just arrived from
 A

ppom
attox. H

e had 
been invited to a first night at the F

ord T
heatre. T

he play 
w

as a farce called O
ur A

m
erican C

ousin, the fun arising from
 

the m
isadventures of an E

nglish girl in A
m

erica. L
incoln 

h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 d

o
w

n
 th

e in
v
itatio

n
; h

e w
an

ted
 to

 sp
en

d
 

E
aster in

 q
u
iet. T

h
en

, d
u
rin

g
 th

e aftern
o
o
n
, h

e w
as in

-
form

ed that G
eneral G

rant w
as not going either. B

ut the 
people of W

ashington w
anted to celebrate their trium

ph; if 
n
eith

er w
en

t, th
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e g

reat d
isap

p
o
in

tm
en

t. S
o
 

the P
resident decided to go. 

• 
T

he presidential box, draped w
ith the national flag, w

as 
next to the stage. M

rs L
incoln sat in the front, w

hile L
incoln 

preferred a deep arm
chair in the shadow

s. A
 plain-clothes 

m
an from

 the W
hite H

ouse m
oved from

 the back to the 
front of the box, because he could see nothing from

 behind 
th

e P
resid

en
t. N

o
-o

rie n
o
ticed

 th
at a h

o
le h

ad
 b

een
 

pierced in the door, through w
hich L

incoln's m
ovem

ents 
could be observed. 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e w
ar, L

in
co

ln
's p

erso
n
 h

ad
 b

een
 p

ro
tected

 
night and day, but there had never been an attem

pt on his 
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State, W
illiam

 H
. S

ew
ard, cut dow

n his son before his eyes, 
w

ounded him
 in the shoulder and escaped. T

he S
ecretary 

of S
tate ordered m

artial law
. 

B
o
o
th

 w
as traced

 to
 a farm

 in
 V

irg
in

ia. It w
as set o

n
 

fire and he w
as shot dow

n w
hile trying to escape from

 it. 
lie never gave any reason for his crim

e, or confessed any-
th

in
g
 at all. H

is acco
m

p
lices w

ere h
an

g
ed

, as w
as th

e 
ow

ner of the house w
here he lodged. A

 doctor w
ho, in-

nocently he claim
ed, had attended him

 w
hile he w

as still 
at large w

as im
prisoned for life. 

T
he trial w

as held in cam
era. T

he accused's heads w
ere 

hooded and their hands m
anacled. T

hey had no legal aid. 
M

any people in A
m

erica have never believed that B
ooth 

w
as the real assassin. T

he m
ystery of the crim

e has never 
been fully cleared up, despite a good deal of investigation. 

W
H

E
N

, IN
 1881, Jam

es A
. G

arfield becam
e president, a 

certain C
harles G

uitea.u, claim
ing that he had given great 

help in the election cam
paign, dem

anded that he should be 
appointed consul in P

aris by w
ay of rew

ard. G
arfield passed 

him
 on to his S

ecretary of S
tate, w

ho tactfully explained 
that for the m

om
ent there w

as no vacancy in the C
onsular 

S
ervice. 
G

u
iteau

 b
esieg

ed
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se fo

r m
o
n
th

s in
 th

e 
hope of being appointed. G

radually he cam
e to hate G

ar-
field, and to believe that he had a divine m

ission to exter-
m

inate the P
resident. 

H
e b

o
u
g
h
t a rev

o
lv

er, an
d
 m

ad
e u

p
 h

is m
in

d
 to

 k
ill 

G
arfield one S

unday w
hile the P

resident w
as sitting in his 

pew
 in church. B

ut on the S
aturday the P

resident had to 
leave W

ashington, and the new
spapers gave the tim

e of 
departure. G

uiteau lay in w
ait for him

 at the station, but 
w

hen the P
resident passed near him

 he w
as accom

panied 
by his w

ife. G
uiteau gave up the attem

pt, not w
ishing to 

frighten M
rs G

arfield. It w
as not until G

arfield cam
e back 
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life. T
he only such attem

pt had been in F
ebruary 1861, be-

fore L
incoln had taken the oath, and therefore w

hile he w
as 

still only president-elect. A
 group of conspirators planned to 

b
lo

w
 u

p
 L

in
co

ln
's train

 in
 B

altim
o
re statio

n
 b

u
t w

ere 
arrested before they could do so. 

It w
as during the third act; w

hile L
incoln w

as laughing 
heartily, that a bearded young m

an opened the door of the 
P

resid
en

t's b
o
x
, lev

elled
 h

is lo
n
g
 p

isto
l, a "d

errin
g
er", 

fired, and shouted stridently: "Sic sem
per tyrannis !!' (T

hus 
perish all tyrants.) 

L
incoln's head fell forw

ard upon his chest. T
he bullet had 

struck him
 in the nape of the neck and lodged near the right 

eye. 
M

rs L
in

co
ln

 cried
 "O

h
, n

o
!" an

d
 an

 o
fficial tried

 to
 

'arrest the assassin, w
ho jum

ped from
 the box on to the stage, 

sp
rain

in
g
 an

 an
k
le as h

e fell, th
en

 d
isap

p
eared

 in
to

 th
e 

w
ings. 
T

he audience w
as still laughing, not understanding w

hat 
had happened. 

S
oldiers carried L

incoln into a nearby house, but despite 
desperate efforts by the doctors the P

resident died at seven 
n

ex
t m

o
rn

in
g
. T

w
o

 co
in

s w
ere laid

 o
n

 h
is ey

es; an
d

 th
e 

W
ar M

in
ister, S

tan
to

n
, said

 h
eav

ily
: "N

o
w

 L
in

co
ln

 b
e-

longs to all tim
e." 

T
he assassin w

as John W
ilkes B

ooth, a tw
enty-six year 

• old actor, very intense and rom
antic. T

hough a N
ortherner 

b
y
 o

rig
in

 h
e w

as a fan
atical p

artisan
 o

f th
e cau

se o
f th

e 
C

onfederacy. 
H

is in
ten

tio
n
 at first w

as to
 k

id
n
ap

 L
in

co
ln

 an
d
 ex

-
change him

 for S
outhern prisoners of w

ar. H
e put him

self 
at the head of a sm

all group, but his accom
plices soon gave 

up —
 perhaps because they w

ere frightened of this hand-
som

e young m
an w

ho talked in verse, w
aving a dagger. 

O
nly three stayed w

ith him
. It w

as they w
ho, w

hile B
ooth 

w
as killing L

incoln, invaded the house of the S
ecretary of 
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that he follow
ed the P

resident and shot him
 tw

ice in the 
back. T

hen he qU
ietly surrendered his w

eapon to the police 
and asked to be protected from

 the crow
ds. 

G
arfield

 d
ied

 th
ree m

o
n

th
s later, an

d
 G

u
iteau

 w
as 

executed for his crim
e. 

O
N

 S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 6th, 1901, P

resident W
illiam

 M
cK

inley w
as 

atten
d
in

g
 th

e o
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e G

reat P
an

-A
m

erican
 E

x
h
i-

bition at B
uffalo, near N

iagara F
alls. H

e shook hands w
ith 

hundreds of visitors and w
hen a slender, dark young m

an 
w

ith a bandaged hand cam
e up to him

 the P
resident m

ade 
to take his other hand. T

he young m
an, L

eon C
zolgosz, an 

im
m

igrant of P
olish origin, offered his left hand —

 and w
ith 

his right drew
 a pistol, w

ith w
hich he shot M

cK
inley tw

ice 
through the .chest. 

T
he P

resident staggered, his friends holding him
 up. T

he 
crow

d w
anted to lynch the assassin, but M

cK
inley insisted 

that they leave him
 alone. M

cK
inley w

as to die eight days 
later. 

C
zolgosz w

as condem
ned to death. 

It w
as after this that the S

ecret S
ervice w

as given the task 
of protecting the P

resident's person. 

S
T

IL
L

 A
S

S
A

S
S

IN
A

T
IO

N
 attem

pts w
enton. 

. W
h
en

, o
n

 O
cto

b
er 1

3
th

, 1
9

1
2

, Jo
h

n
 N

. S
ch

ran
k
, a b

ar- 
m

an of G
erm

an origin, shot at T
heodore R

oosevelt as he 
cam

e out of the G
ilpatrick H

otel in M
ilw

aukee, the latter 
w

as no longer president. B
ut he still had a right to S

ecret 
S

ervice protection. 
T

he bullet w
as m

iraculously stopped by the m
anuscript 

of the speech w
hich R

oosevelt w
as about to m

ake, and his 
spectacle-case. R

O
osevelt m

ade his speech, and did not go 
to hospital for attention until tw

o hours later. T
he bullet 

rem
ained in his chest until his death, the doctors considering 

its rem
oval too risky. 
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U
N

T
IL

 1937, the presidents of the U
nited S

tates w
ere in-

stalled
 in

 M
arch

, n
o

t in
 m

id
-Jan

u
ary

 as th
ey

 are n
o

w
. 

A
ccordingly, F

ranklin D
. R

oosevelt w
as still only President-

E
lect w

hen in F
ebruary 1933 he arrived in M

iam
i during a 

cruise on m
ulti-m

illionaire V
incent A

stor's yacht —
 a m

uch-
needed post-election vacation. R

oosevelt w
ent ashore in 

order to take part in a D
em

ocrat P
arty m

eeting. 
A

n anarchist, G
iuseppe Z

angara, a thirty-tw
o-year-old 

m
ason w

orking in M
iam

i, w
anted to kill P

resident H
erbert 

H
oover. B

ut H
oover w

as in W
ashington and he, Z

angara, 
here . . T

hen suddenly R
oosevelt arrived. 

Z
angara told him

self that a future president w
as w

ell 
w

o
rth

 o
n
e so

o
n
 to

 retire. H
e m

an
ag

ed
 to

 g
et n

ear to
 

R
oosevelt, and shot five tim

es at point-blank range. H
e 

m
issed 

the 
P

resid
en

t, b
u
t k

illed
 th

e M
ay

o
r o

f C
h
icag

o
 

instantly. 
A

lthough believed insane, he w
as nonetheless tried, and 

electrocuted in F
lorida. 

T
H

E
 A

T
T

E
M

P
T

 upon H
arry T

rum
an's life w

as even m
ore 

spectacular, the w
ork of P

uerto R
ican nationalists. 

P
uerto R

ico, of course, is one of A
m

erica's C
aribbean 

possessions, and receives from
 her huge econom

ic aid. N
ew

 
Y

ork has been invaded by P
uerto R

ican im
m

igrants w
ho 

have the vote and receive all sorts of subsidies. It is hard to 
im

agine that the island really w
ants its independence; still 

there exists a tiny "irredentist" party, w
hose aim

s are not 
ery clear. 
O

scar C
ollazo and G

riselio T
orresola, tw

o young m
em

-
bers of this party, arrived in W

ashington on O
ctober 31st, 

195o. T
hey later claim

ed that they m
erely w

anted to dem
on-

strate in front of P
resident T

rum
an's residence; but they 

w
ere arm

ed w
ith guns, and sixty-six bullets. 

A
t the tim

e, T
rum

an w
as having the W

hite H
ouse re-

decorated, and w
as living on the otherside of the avenue, at 
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p
o
licem

en
 (th

e o
n
e in

 the second sentry-box and a col-
league) opened fire on him

. C
ollazo turned round, only to 

find that his revolver w
as em

pty. 
H

e then did som
ething quite unbelievable. H

e sat calm
ly 

dow
n on the steps and set to w

ork to re-load his revolver. 
T

h
e p

o
licem

en
 w

ere sh
o
o
tin

g
 at h

im
, b

u
t a little iro

n
 

balustrade protected him
. C

ollazo w
as thus able to get up 

and continue the battle. H
e fired three tim

es, and w
as then 

hit in the chest, collapsing in front of the door. 
If C

ollazo w
as not a very good shot, T

orresola on the 
other hand proved an excellent one. A

fter shooting dow
n 

C
offclt, he fired at another policem

an, Joseph H
. D

ow
n, 

w
h
o
 w

as serio
u
sly

 in
ju

red
, th

en
 w

en
t to

 th
e aid

 o
f h

is 
com

rade, C
ollazo. H

e w
ounded B

irzell in the other leg, 
thus reducing the guard to helplessness. 

In
 h

is tu
rn

, T
o
rreso

la h
ad

 to
 re-lo

ad
. B

u
t th

e g
u
ard

 
C

o
ffclt (w

h
o
m

 h
e h

ad
 sh

o
t th

ree tim
es at p

o
in

t-b
lan

k
 

ran
g

e in
 th

e sen
try

-b
o

x
) fo

u
n

d
 th

e stren
g

th
, d

esp
ite h

is 
terrible w

ounds, to aim
 his revolver at him

. T
orresola w

as 
m

ortally w
ounded in the head, and died instantly. 

W
hile the policem

en w
ere getting them

selves killed for 
h

im
, P

resid
en

t T
ru

m
an

 d
id

 a v
ery

 fo
o

lish
 an

d
 ch

ild
ish

 
thing, w

hich could have cost him
 his life. A

w
akened w

ith a 
start by the shooting, and still in his underpants, he w

ent to 
th

e w
in

d
o
w

 to
 see w

h
at w

as h
ap

p
en

in
g
. H

ad
 h

e b
een

 
noticed by one of the assassins, or had there been a third, 
catastrophe m

ight have follow
ed. 

C
o
llazo

 reco
v
ered

, an
d
 w

as tried
 an

d
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 to
 

death. T
rum

an com
m

uted the sentence to one of im
prison-

m
ent for life. 
In

 1
9

5
8

 an
d

 1
9

5
9

, o
th

er P
u

erto
 R

ican
 n

atio
n

alists 
p
lan

n
ed

 attem
p
ts o

n
 th

e life o
f P

resid
en

t E
isen

h
o
w

er. 
T

h
e first in

v
o
lv

ed
 th

e th
ro

w
in

g
 o

f g
ren

ad
es u

n
d
er h

is 
car; th

e seco
n
d
 a fu

sillad
e o

f sh
o
ts d

u
rin

g
 a p

u
b
lic 

cerem
ony. 

• 
T

h
e arrest o

f L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
, after h

e h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 a 

D
allas cinem

a 
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N
eith

er p
lo

t cam
e to

 an
y

th
in

g
, th

an
k

s to
 p

rev
en

tiv
e 

m
easures by the S

ecret S
ervice. 	

• 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 P

U
E

R
T

O
 R

ican, S
ilverio .C

ruz, threw
 him

self, 
arm

ed, at K
ennedy's car in C

hicago, w
hile K

ennedy w
as 

still only a candidate. 
T

h
en

, w
h
ile h

e w
as still P

resid
en

t-E
lect, Jo

h
n
 F

., 
• K

ennedy only just m
issed falling victim

 to a certain R
ichard 

P
. P

avlick, w
ho w

as apparently deranged. 
T

h
e in

cid
en

t to
o
k
 p

lace at P
alm

 B
each

, w
h
ere th

e. 
K

en
n

ed
y

s h
av

e a w
in

ter resid
en

ce, o
n

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g

 o
f 

S
unday, D

ecem
ber t ith, 196o. P

avlick left this car, a F
ord, 

0 	
outside their luxurious villa. In it w

ere found seven sticks 
o
f d

y
n
am

ite w
ith

 au
to

m
atic d

eto
n
ato

rs. T
h
e m

an
 h

ad
 

intended to engineer a collision w
ith the future P

resident's 
car, an

d
 in

 th
e co

n
fu

sio
n

 b
lo

w
 K

en
n

ed
y

, h
im

self an
d

 
guards all sky-high. 

F
ortunately, that m

orningJacqueline and her daughter 
C

aroline w
ere w

ith the young politician; and P
avlick, by a 

m
iracle of sentim

entality, did not w
ant to kill the w

ife and 
child as w

ell. H
e decided to w

ait for another chance. 
B

u
t th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice h

ad
 b

een
 alerted

. A
 h

u
n
t fo

r 
P

av
lick

 b
eg

an
, an

d
 so

m
e d

ay
s later h

e w
as arrested

. H
e 

m
ade a full confession. A

t his hom
e w

ere found film
s of all 

K
en

n
ed

y
's m

o
v

em
en

ts an
d

 a h
u

g
e co

llectio
n

 o
f p

h
o

to
-

g
raphs. 
A

 y
ear later, w

h
ile K

en
n
ed

y
 —

 n
o
w

 P
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates —
 w

as preparing to go to V
enezuela, a group 

o
f m

ask
ed

 m
en

 b
u

rst 'in
to

 th
e p

o
lice statio

n
 o

f th
e little 

village of U
rachiche, and after killing tw

o officers seized a 
quantity of arm

s and am
m

unition. 
U

rachiche is on the m
otorw

ay leading from
 L

a G
uaira 

airport to C
aracas, along w

hich K
ennedy w

as to pass. T
he 

bandits belonged to the so-called L
iberation M

ovem
ent, 

m
ore or less pro-C

astro. 

H
E

 D
ID

N
'T

 L
IK

E
 T

H
E

 'S
A

R
D

IN
E

 C
A
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R
om

olo B
ethancourt, V

enezuela's P
resident (for w

hose 
safety

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as in
 h

is tu
rn

 to
 b

e co
n
cern

ed
 o

n
 

th
e ev

e o
f N

o
v

em
b

er 2
2

n
d

, 1
9

6
3

) at o
n

ce w
arn

ed
 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

, an
d

 su
g

g
ested

 th
at th

e v
isit sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
p
o
stp

o
n
ed

. D
iso

rd
er h

ad
 m

ean
w

h
ile b

ro
k
en

 o
u
t in

 h
is 

cap
ita tl K

 
B

ut K
ennedy decided to take the risk. 

"A
fter all, if N

ixon w
asn't afraid, I —

 K
ennedy —

 have no 
'right to let m

yself be intim
idated." 

T
h
e g

u
errillas w

ere fo
rtu

n
ately

 p
u
t o

u
t o

f actio
n
 b

y
 

regular troops. P
' hundred S

ecret S
eivice m

en w
ere sent on 

ahead. A
m

erican M
arines w

ere debarked from
 the cruiser 

.Vortham
pton. T

he C
aracas police threw

 out a giant net. A
ll 

po,sible precautions w
ere taken. 

H
ow

ever, one rebel, a certain E
l T

oro, did succeed in 
G

ettin
g

 in
to

 th
e airp

o
rt g

ro
u

n
d

s at L
a G

u
aira, an

d
 w

ith
 

G
renades in his pocket. B

ut he w
as not able to do anything; 

1w
 w

as surrounded by Secret Service m
en. 

T
he K

ennedys' visit to V
enezuela w

ent off trium
phantly. 

O
N

 T
H

IS
 m

orning of F
riday, N

ovem
ber 22nd, 1963, special 

agent B
ill G

reer w
oke up very early. 

l'or som
e reason, his first thought w

as that since Igor, 
w

hen the S
ecret S

ervice took on the task of protecting the 
p
tesid

en
ts, th

e "reco
rd

" w
as u

n
b
lem

ish
ed

. T
h
e S

erv
ice 

:t.'td never lost a president. A
ll assassination attem

pts had 
been baulked. 

T
oday he w

as to drive the presidential car. H
e w

ent to 
his hotel w

indow
, and sate w

ith dism
ayed surprise that the 

w
eather had turned fine. 
"D

am
n!" he exclaim

ed disgustedly. 
In

 g
o

o
d

 w
eath

er, th
e "b

u
b

b
le-to

p
" (a p

lastic d
o

m
e 

specially designed to cover the passengers in the presiden-
tial car w

ithout hiding them
) could not be used. A

ctually, 
the plastic did not give 'com

plete protection against a bom
b 
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• 
or a bullet; but it w

ould.deflect them
, w

hich w
as som

ething. 
U

n
fo

rtu
n
ately

, K
en

n
ed

y
 (lik

e h
is p

red
ecesso

r, E
isen

-
how

er) did not like this dom
e, and had ordered B

ill G
reer 

not to use it except in very bad w
eather. 

"It's su
ffo

catin
g
 u

n
d
er th

at th
in

g
. L

ik
e b

ein
g
 in

 a sar-
dine can," the P

resident w
ould often say to his chauffeur.' 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 S

IX
 

T
he P

rom
oter 

. 

T
H

E
 F

L
O

O
R

 W
A

IT
E

R
, G

eorge B
. Jackson, a negro, served 

breakfast in the P
resident's room

 punctually at half-past 
eight, on this fateful m

orning of N
ovem

ber 22nd. 	
• 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as alread
y
 sh

av
ed

 an
d
 d

ressed
. H

e h
ad

 
I Irdered orange juice, toast, coffee, and eggs boiled for five 
m

in
u
tes. F

o
r Jacq

u
elin

e, still asleep
, th

ere w
as o

ran
g
e 

juice, toast, and coffee served on a hot-plate. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 risen
 at q

u
arter to

 eig
h
t, an

d
 h

ad
 

alread
y

 h
ad

 a talk
 w

ith
 h

is aide-de-cam
p, G

eneral G
odfrey 

T
. M

cH
ugh. 

-
N

othing new
," that officer said. H

e handed over som
e ' 

T
apers, and tw

o pages of telegraphed reports on the 
situation in V

iet-N
am

 and C
am

bodia. F
uller reports w

ould 
be supplied later, during the plane journey. 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t to

o
k

 th
e lift, sm

ilin
g

 at y
o

u
n

g
 L

u
p

e 
G

uerrero, the lift-girl. S
he w

as quite overcom
e; she had 

spent half a w
eek's w

ages on a perm
anent w

ave in K
en-

nedy's honour, and w
as delighted at being noticed. 

D
esp

ite th
e n

ig
h
t's fin

e rain
, a sm

all cro
w

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 

w
aitin

g
 sin

ce th
ree in

 th
e n

io
m

in
g
 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e h

o
tel 

doors. W
hen K

ennedy cam
e out, there w

ere about to,000. 
A

 teen
-ag

er w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 th

ere sin
ce d

aw
n

 b
eg

an
 

shouting: 
"Jack, Jack, com

e here. I w
ant to touch you. I love you. 

W
e all love you ..." H

er nam
e w

as L
ila L

azo. 

85 
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high school played the presidential anthem
, "H

ail to the 
C

hief". 
K

ennedy w
as seated in the centre of the table of honour. 

B
reakfast w

as served. H
aving already had his, K

ennedy 
just w

ent through the m
otions of eating. H

e w
as used to this 

bit of play-acting, his doctor having forbidden him
 to eat 

food served at banquets in hotels or other public places. 
T

hings w
ere at the coffee stage w

hen at last Jacqueline 
appeared, doll-like in pink, and took her place beside her 
husband. S

he received a trem
endous ovation. 

JacqU
eline excused her lateneS

s: "I travel light, and have 
to do m

y ow
n hair." 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 v

ery
 rem

ark
ab

le in
 K

en
n
ed

y
's 

cpeech. It w
as m

uch the sam
e as before: he covered the 

sam
e ground, m

aking flattering allusions to the tow
n and its 

sn
o
re 

p
ro

m
in

en
t citizen

s. H
e sp

o
k
e p

artly
 fro

m
 n

o
tes, 

partly extem
pore. B

ut this F
ort W

orth. speech m
ust becom

e 
part of history  because these w

ere to be John F
itzgerald 

K
ennedy's last public w

ords. 
H

e sp
o
k
e ag

ain
 o

f th
e p

o
w

er o
f A

m
erica, an

d
 o

f th
e 

aeroplanes m
ade at F

ort W
orth. H

is elder brother, Joseph, 
h
ad

 b
een

 in
 o

n
e o

f th
em

, a L
ib

erato
r, at th

e tim
e o

f h
is 

d
eath

 in
 th

e last w
ar; an

d
 as if o

n
 a su

d
d
en

 in
sp

iratio
n
 

K
ennedy w

ent on to speak of "the very dangerous and un-
certain w

orld in w
hich w

e live .. ." 
1 le broke off abruptly after that phrase. T

he audience 
rem

ain
ed

 p
en

siv
e an

d
 silen

t, an
d
 d

id
 n

o
t ap

p
lau

d
 as h

e 
left the room

. 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L
 procession w

ent slow
ly tow

ards the 
C

arsw
ell A

ir B
ase, m

adly cheered all the w
ay. K

ennedy 
and his w

ife shook hands hundreds of tim
es before boarding 

th
e aircraft. T

h
e p

lan
e to

o
k
 o

ff at 11.24. K
ennedy w

ent 
to the front, w

here there w
as a separate com

partm
ent w

ith 
table, arm

chairs, tw
o beds and a cloakroom

. 
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T
he greater part of the crow

d w
as w

aiting in a car-park 
w

hose proprietor had put it at the disposal of the D
em

ocrat 
P

arty
 o

rg
an

isatio
n
. A

 tem
p
o
rary

 p
latfo

rm
 h

ad
 b

een
 

erected, and K
ennedy w

ent' tow
ards it, shaking hands and 

sm
iling acknow

ledgem
ent of the increasingly hysterical 

cheers. N
ear the platform

 w
ere V

ice-P
resident Johnson, 

G
overnor C

onnally, S
enator Y

arborough and other poli. 
ticians. 

K
ennedy w

as w
earing a grey flannel suit, w

ithout coat 
o
r h

at. A
s th

e rain
 h

ad
 b

eg
u
n
 ag

ain
, a su

p
p
o
rter o

ffered
 

him
 a raincoat, but he refused w

ith a unite: 
"I'm

 all right. I don't need it." 
H

e began to speak, w
ithout notes: 

"O
u
r h

earts are stro
n
g
 . T

h
an

k
s to

 th
e to

w
n
 o

f F
o
rt 

W
orth, w

e are m
ilitarily the m

ost pow
erful nation in the 

w
o
rld

 . . . S
o
o
n
 w

e sh
all sh

o
o
t in

to
 S

p
ace an

 ev
en

 m
o
re 

form
idable rocket than the R

ussian ones . . . S
pace is a new

 
O

cean
 . . . an

d
 n

o
-o

n
e m

u
st g

et ah
ead

 o
f u

s th
ere. N

ex
t 

year w
e shall be first in every field." H

e finished w
ith m

ore 
praise of F

ort W
orth, and got dow

n from
 the platform

 to 
w

alk back through the delirious crow
d. 

A
 G

R
O

U
P

 o
f D

em
o
crats h

ad
 p

aid
 $

3
 each

 to
 atten

d
 a 

p
o
litical b

reak
fast w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t in

 th
e b

allro
o
m

 o
f 

th
e T

ex
as H

o
tel. T

h
e p

rice w
as a n

o
m

in
al o

n
e; th

e 
tick

ets h
ad

 b
een

 ch
an

g
in

g
 h

an
d
s o

n
 th

e b
lack

 m
ark

et at 
$15 to $20. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

en
t b

ack
 fo

r a m
o
m

en
t to

 h
is su

ite b
efo

re 
joining his audience. H

e probably w
anted to ask Jacqueline 

to hurry up, as her absence had been noticed. H
e also m

ade 
several telephone calls. It is supposed that he talked w

ith 
his brother B

ob, in W
ashington. 

H
e w

ent dow
n again, to the lounge, to greet a group of 

n
o
tab

les, an
d
 th

en
 led

 th
em

 in
to

 th
e b

allro
o
m

. It w
as 

exactly nine o'clock. A
n orchestra of pupils from

 a 'local 
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F
ort W

orth is separated from
 D

allas by only som
e thirtir-

fiv
e m

iles o
f m

o
to

rw
ay

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e d
esert. B

u
t th

e tw
o
 

to
w

n
s are b

itter riv
als, carefu

l to
 ig

n
o
re each

 o
th

er's 

existence; it w
as good politics to arrive in D

allas by plane, 

as if com
ing directly from

 W
ashizigtori, or at least from

 far 
aw

ay. 
T

he plane journey also gave som
e opportunity to recoup 

oneself. T
he press used it to have a drink —

 m
uch needed, 

the bars at F
ort W

orth being closed —
 and to read through 

th
eir n

o
tes. - 

V
ice-P

resident Johnson had his ow
n special plane. T

he 

rule is that president and vice-president should never travel 

in the sam
e one, so as to avoid a succession crisis in the case 

o
f accid

en
t. H

e u
sed

 th
e o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 talk

 o
v
er T

ex
an

 

problem
s w

ith his friends, and to arrange the evening's big 

reception at his ranch. 
K

ennedy him
self studied im

portant dossiers sent from
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
, sig

n
ed

 a n
u
m

b
er o

f letters, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e 

telegram
 of good w

ishes to W
inston C

hurchill, then began 

to read the m
orning's new

spapers. 
A

m
o
n
g
 th

e d
ailies w

as th
e 

N
ew

 Y
ork H

erald T
ribune, 

w
h
ich

 h
e h

ad
 b

an
n
ed

 fo
r o

v
er a y

ear fro
m

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se b

ecau
se it criticised

 h
im

 m
o
re th

an
 h

e lik
ed

. 

N
o
w

 h
e
 h

a
d
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 h

is m
in

d
, a

n
d
 re

a
d
 it e

a
c
h
 

m
orning. 
F

in
ally

, h
e b

eg
an

 to
 m

ak
e n

o
tes o

n
 th

e m
an

u
scrip

t o
f 

the D
allas speech, the text already distributed to the press 

and others attending —
 but K

ennedy liked to m
ake last-

m
inute alterations. 

T
H

IS SA
M

E
 m

orning, at T
am

pa, F
lorida, John E

. M
aguire 

w
as collecting signatures to an address to the P

resident of 

the U
nited S

tates, thanking him
 for his visit of som

e days 

b
efo

re. M
ag

u
ire w

as alto
g
eth

er su
ited

 fo
r th

is task
, it 

having been K
ennedy w

ho had appointed him
 "M

at:shall" 

TH
E PR

O
M

O
TER

 	
8g 

—
 rou

gh
ly eq

u
ivalen

t to C
h

ief C
on

stab
le —

 of C
en

tral 

F
lorida. 
H

e h
ad

 k
n

ow
n

 th
e P

resid
en

t for tw
en

ty years; sin
ce, in

 

fact, as rad
io-telegrap

h
ist secon

d
-class h

e h
ad

 b
een

 on
e of 

th
e crew

 of th
e n

aval p
atrol b

oat P
T

B
 log, com

m
an

d
ed

 b
y 

L
ieu

ten
an

t K
en

n
ed

y. 
M

agu
ire cou

ld
 go to W

ash
in

gton
 to see th

e P
resid

en
t 

w
henever he liked. T

he W
hite H

ouse door w
as alw

ays open 

to h
im

. S
o it w

as to W
illiam

 Joh
n

son
, w

h
o th

at m
orn

in
g 

(d
esp

ite h
is fifty-th

ree years.  an
d

 h
is stom

ach
 u

lcer) w
as 

d
rivin

g a lorry at W
alth

am
, M

assach
u

setts, for a p
etrol 

com
p

an
y. Joh

n
son

 h
ad

 also served
 on

 P
T

B
 tog, an

d
 w

ith
 

him
 C

harles A
. H

arris, called "B
uckley", the ship's gunner, 

w
ho w

as that m
orning m

aking shoes in a B
oston factory. 

M
a
ch

in
ist G

era
ld

 E
. Z

in
ser, a

 p
o
sta

l em
p

lo
y
ee in

 - 

F
lorid

a, an
d

 S
au

l E
d

gar M
au

er, for eigh
teen

 m
on

th
s n

ow
 

con
fin

ed
 to a m

ilitary h
osp

ital b
ecau

se of a n
ervou

s con
-

d
ition

, cou
ld

 n
ot h

op
e to see th

eir old
 com

m
an

d
er again

. 

A
 fu

rth
er m

em
b

er of th
e crew

, M
au

rice K
ow

al, w
ork

ed
 

in
 a cem

etery. H
e w

as th
e sailor K

en
n

ed
y saved

 from
 cer-

ta
in

 d
ea

th
 a

t risk
 o

f h
is o

w
n

 life, w
h

en
 P

T
B

 to
g
 w

a
s 

w
recked. 

FO
R

 T
I1E

 crew
 and their com

m
ander cam

e w
ithin inches 

o
f a h

o
rrib

le d
eath

 on
e m

oon
less n

igh
t in

 th
e B

lack
ett 

S
traits in

 th
e S

olom
on

 Islan
d

s, som
e fifty m

iles from
 th

eir 

regular base of R
andova, south of N

ew
 G

eorgia. 

It w
a
s a

 little a
fter m

id
n

ig
h

t, o
n

 A
u

g
u

st 2
n

d
, 

5943. 

P
T

B
 tog w

as on
 p

atrol, th
e secon

d
 in

 com
m

an
d

, G
eorge 

R
oss, at the helm

.,Suddenly, out of the darkness surged the 

A
m

agiri, a JapaneSe destroyer ;  h
ead

in
g at 30 k

n
ots for th

e 

A
m

erican boat. It cut it in tw
o and w

ent on its w
ay w

ithout 

slow
in

g u
p

 for a secon
d

. 
T

w
o m

em
b

ers of th
e crew

 w
ere k

illed
 in

stan
tly, an

d
 tw

o 

oth
ers w

ou
n

d
ed

. K
en

n
ed

y w
as th

row
n

 on
 to th

e b
rid

ge. 
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T
h
e b

o
at d

id
 n

o
t sin

k
, b

u
t th

e sea w
as aflam

e. It w
as 

expected that help w
ould com

e quickly, but the rest of the 
flotilla w

ent on, believing them
 lost. 

D
uring the follow

ing night, the vessel w
ent dow

n• and• 
the crew

 sw
am

 tow
ards a sm

all deserted island. K
ennedy, 

an excellent sw
im

m
er, tow

ed one of the w
ounded, holding 

the sailor's life jacket betw
een his teeth. H

aving got him
 

ash
o
re, L

ieu
ten

an
t K

en
n
ed

y
 d

id
 n

o
t sto

p
 fo

r rest, b
u
t 

plunged back into the w
ater, carrying a lantern. A

ll night • 
long he sw

am
 around in the F

erguson P
assage, m

uch used 
by naval units, hoping to be able to signal to one of them

, 
but w

ithout success. H
e w

ent back to his m
en. T

he third 
night, they all m

anaged to get to another island. 
N

ex
t d

ay
,-K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 R

o
ss fo

u
n
d
 so

m
e w

ater an
d
 

biscuits left behind by the Japanese. T
here w

as also a canoe, 
w

hich they tried to use, but a storm
 sw

ept them
 off course. 

N
atives cam

e to their aid and gave them
 a stronger boat. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 scratch

ed
 a b

rief m
essag

e o
n
 a co

co
n
u
t sh

ell, 
indicating their position and asking for help, and gave it to 
a group of natives w

ho prom
ised to go to R

andova. 
K

ennedy and his second in com
m

and then tried to get' 
back to their com

rades, but the boat foundered. T
hey w

ere 
sav

ed
 a seco

n
d
 tim

e fro
m

 certain
 d

eath
 b

y
 th

e islan
d
 

peO
ple. 

It w
as n

o
t u

n
til th

e sev
en

th
 d

ay
 th

at at last th
ey

 w
ere 

b
ro

u
g
h
t a letter fro

m
 R

an
d
o
v
a ... a few

 h
o
u
rs later th

ey
 

w
ere rescued. 
A

dm
iral H

alsey gave K
ennedy a m

ention in despatches, 
an

d
 h

e w
as d

eco
rated

 fo
r v

alo
u
r. U

n
fo

rtu
n
ately

, h
e fell 

v
ictim

 to
 m

alaria, an
d
 h

ad
 to

 g
iv

e u
p
 activ

e serv
ice. In

 
D

ecem
ber he returned to the U

nited S
tates, and w

as con-
fined to a m

ilitary hospital until A
utum

n 1944• 
A

L
R

E
A

D
Y

, W
ID

L
E

 at H
arvard U

niversity (w
here he w

as in 
th

e ch
am

p
io

n
 sw

im
m

in
g
 team

• an
d
 th

e ru
g
b
y
 team

) 

T
H

E
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K
ennedy as a young student had seriously injured his spine. 

F
o
r th

is reaso
n
, th

e A
rm

y
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t accep

t h
im

 at th
e 

outbreak of w
ar. B

ut K
ennedy did not w

ant to be an• en-
forced civilian. T

hanks to the influence of his fam
ily, he 

obtained a N
aval com

m
and. 

T
he adventure in the w

aters of the P
acific aggravated his 

p
h
y
sical co

n
d
itio

n
. L

ater, h
e h

ad
 to

 u
n
d
erg

o
 a w

h
o
le 

series of painful operations, tw
o of w

hich involved risk of 
death. H

e had to learn to w
alk w

ith crutches, and even at 
the W

hite H
ouse he had alw

ays to put up w
ith a very strict 

regim
en under the direction of D

r T
ravell. H

is rocking-
chair, therefore, w

as not a paternalist sym
bol but a thera-

peutic necessity. 
E

very cloud has its silver lining: a long stay in hospital in 
1955 enabled K

ennedy to w
rite a book prophetically titled 

Profiles in C
ourage, w

hich brought him
 the P

ulitzer P
rize. 

W
IZ

E
N

 I 
th

in
k
 o

f Jo
h
n
 F

itzg
erald

 K
en

n
ed

y
, I see h

im
 

alighting from
 his plane at T

exas, hatless and coatless, red 
hair flying in the w

ind. H
e w

anted to brave the elem
ents in 

just the sam
e w

ay as he w
anted to brave the ups and dow

ns 
of politics. 

F
or him

, life w
as a continual challenge, w

hich he accep-
ted w

ith an unchanging enthusiasm
 each day and night -

like a skier w
ho plunges dow

n from
 the height of the track 

to leap into the void. 
H

is one really big w
orry w

as tim
e: 

"I've so m
uch to do," he w

ould say. "I shall never m
an-

age to finish it all in four years . . . E
ven in eight, I'll have • 

to
 h

u
rry

." 
P

ow
er had brought about a physical change in him

. H
e 

had got fatter, his cheeks w
ere full, there w

ere dark circles 
around his eyes. H

e often gave the im
pression of being very 

tired
, d

isco
u
rag

ed
, d

isillu
sio

n
ed

. B
u
t h

e rem
ain

ed
 an

 
idealist, and above all a m

an young in spirit. 
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H
is fondness for children w

as endearing; he w
ould often 

interrupt an im
portant conference to go to the next floor 

to
 see w

h
at "Jo

h
n
 Jo

h
n
" w

as d
o
in

g
. (H

e called
 th

e b
o
y
 

th
at b

ecau
se h

e d
id

 n
o
t lik

e Jack
, th

e b
ap

tism
al n

am
e; 

still less "Jo
h
n
n
y
" o

r "ju
n
io

r"): 
P

ro
m

in
en

t o
n
 h

is tab
le tild

e w
ere alw

ay
s b

o
x
es o

f 
sw

eets, fo
r Jo

h
n
 an

d
 C

aro
lin

e to
 d

ip
 in

to
. T

h
e ch

ild
ren

 
could com

e and see him
 often throughout the day, and not 

only for the benefit of photographers. H
is favourite gam

e 
w

as to
 tak

e "Jo
h
n
-Jo

h
n
" in

 h
is arm

s an
d
 w

h
isp

er in
 h

is 
ear; th

en
 th

e little b
o
y
 w

o
u
ld

 h
iss in

 h
is fath

er's car a 
vague "buzz-buzz" —

 and father and son w
ould burst into 

hearty laughter. It w
as their "secret". 

T
H

E
 E

V
E

N
T

S
 
o
f N

o
v
em

b
er 2

2
n
d
, 1

9
6
3
 h

av
e created

 a 
K

ennedy m
yth. A

ttem
pts have been m

ade to turn him
 into 

another L
incoln, a genius, a pioneer or an idol. 

W
e o

u
g
h
t n

o
t to

 an
ticip

ate th
e v

erd
ict o

f h
isto

ry
. It 

w
ill not be possible for a long tim

e to m
ake a true evaluation 

of his uncom
pleted w

ork. L
et us, for the m

om
ent, just note 

that on this F
riday m

orning of his journey to D
allas, he w

as 
u
n
d
er critical fire fo

r m
an

y
 reaso

n
s. T

h
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
g
ro

u
p
 in

 th
e S

en
ate h

ad
 recen

tly
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 a statem

en
t 

w
hich called his presidency the w

orst since H
arding's. 

K
ennedy w

as very irritated by criticisnis of this kind; 
perhaps his desire for repeated renew

al of contact w
ith the 

crow
ds w

as rooted in a need of re-assurance. 
D

esp
ite fam

ily
, frien

d
s an

d
 ad

m
irers, a p

resid
en

t is 
appallingly alone. H

e is perhaps the m
ost isolated m

an in • ' 
th

e w
o
rld

. H
is is a h

ard
 callin

g
; an

d
, as T

ru
m

an
 o

n
ce 

said to m
e. "E

ach year at the W
hite H

ouse is an eternity." 
I rem

em
ber K

ennedy on the evening w
hen he thanked 

his. supporters for having chosen him
 as their candidate for 

the presidency; the atm
osphere in the L

os A
ngeles S

tadium
 

w
as hysterical. H

e still had a boyish face then. Y
ou w

ouldn't . 

T
H

E
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R
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have thought that it w
as the future president of the U

nited 
S

tates up there. H
e looked m

ore like a page w
ho had just 

com
e up w

ith 'a m
essage, and then, suddenly drunk (as in 

som
e film

 com
edy), grabbed the m

icrophone. N
ear him

 w
as 

his m
other, R

ose K
ennedy. 

T
u
ts 

m
ater dolorosa 

h
as b

een
 m

u
ch

 n
eg

lected
 sin

ce th
e 

D
allas trag

ed
y
; it w

as th
e y

o
u
n
g
 an

d
 lo

v
ely

 Jacq
u
elin

e 
K

ennedy, by her husband's side at the tim
e, w

ho caught 
the public im

agination. B
ut does a m

other suffer less be-
cause she w

as not there w
hen her son died? 

R
ose F

itzgerald, daughter of a fam
ous politician, had 

had the great joy of seeing her John elected to the highest 
office in the country; any m

other w
ould w

ish her son one 
day to be president, and R

ose had w
anted it m

ore than any 
other. B

ut she had had to pay dearly for that satisfaction. 
H

er eldest son, Joseph, a bom
ber-pilot in E

urope, left 
his E

nglish base on A
ugust 12th, 1944 never to return. T

hat 
sam

e year, her daughter K
athleen, w

ife of the M
arquis of 

H
artin

g
to

n
, w

as w
id

o
w

ed
; sh

e w
as to

 d
ie in

 h
er tu

rn
 in

 
1948, in an air disaster in the south of F

rance. 
R

o
sem

ary
 K

en
n
ed

y
, th

e eld
est o

f th
e fo

u
r K

en
n
ed

y
 

daughters, has alw
ays been m

entally handicapped; she is 
under care in a W

isconsin sanatorium
. T

he fam
ily very 

b
rav

ely
 rev

ealed
 th

is secret in
 o

rd
er to

 en
co

u
rag

e th
e 

creation of a vast fund in aid of retarded children. 
O

n
 D

ecem
b
er 1

9
th

, 1
9
6
1
, R

o
se's h

u
sb

an
d
, Jo

sep
h
 P

. 
K

ennedy, succum
bed to an apoplectic attack w

hich alm
ost 

com
pletely paralyzed him

. H
e w

as the dens ex m
achina of 

the clan. H
e had built up an im

m
ense fortune by daring 

and not alw
ays orthodox speculation, becom

e an A
m

bas-
sador, dom

inated the D
em

ocrat P
arty and determ

ined to 
m

ake not just one of his sons president, but all four of them
 

in succession. 
It so chanced that I m

et the elder K
ennedy in a fam

ous 

n
 

 • 
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treet in N
ew

 Y
ork. H

e w
as undergoing a 

special course of therapy in an annexe filled w
ith w

onderful 
apparatus specially devised for him

. K
ennedy S

enior, alas, 
w

as unable to m
ove a single m

uscle, and could close his 
eyes only w

ith difficulty. It w
ill never be know

n w
hether he 

understood all that happened at D
allas and after. 

"
I S

T
A

R
T

E
D

 in politics," John K
ennedy once said, "because 

Jo
e d

ied
. If so

m
eth

in
g
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 m
e to

m
o
rro

w
, m

y
 

brother B
obby w

ould take m
y place, and if B

obby died too 
T

eddy w
ould succeed him

." 
It w

as, in
d
eed

, a m
atter. o

f a v
eritab

le d
y
n
asty

, co
n
-

ceived in the m
ind of the father. K

ennedy S
enior did not 

only train his eight children tirelessly tow
ards his am

bitious-
objectives; he m

ade good use of his w
ealth and connec-

tions, his aptitude for intrigue, and all the social, fam
ily and 

religious advantages to establish his children in the front 
rank. 

Joseph K
ennedy m

ust bitterly have regietted not having 
liv

ed
 in

 earlier tim
es, w

h
en

 th
e H

ap
sb

u
rg

s, C
ap

ets an
d
 

R
om

anoffs founded E
m

pires to pass on to their issue. 
E

v
ery

th
in

g
, th

en
, h

ad
 b

een
 o

rg
an

ised
 fo

r Jo
sep

h
, th

e 
eld

est. W
h
en

 th
e L

ib
erato

r crash
ed

 so
m

ew
h
ere o

v
er 

G
erm

any, K
ennedy S

enior had only to change the label: it 
w

as for the second son, John, to take up the standard. 
O

ne m
orning in January 196o, K

ennedy S
enior w

ent to 
see his friend "U

ncle D
an" O

'C
onnell, one of the patrons. 

of the D
em

ocrat P
arty. 

"D
an, I've conic to ask for votes for m

y son .. ." 
"H

e's rather young, your John," w
as the answ

er. 
"Y

es, I k
n
o
w

. B
u
t I'm

 sev
en

ty
-tw

o
, an

d
 I w

an
t to

 b
e 

there to enjoy his conquest . .." 
H

e w
as there, but not for long. 

It is said
 o

f h
im

 th
at h

e w
as th

e em
inence grise o

f th
e. 

W
hite H

ouse, that nothing w
as decided w

ithout his being 

T
H

E
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R
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consulted, that the G
overnm

ent w
as really a R

egency —
 his; 

even
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

ere ru
led

 collectively b
y th

e 
K

en
n

ed
ys. 

E
V

E
N

T
S PR

O
V

E
D

 th
at Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 g

rew
 in

 statu
re as i 

statesm
an after his father w

as incapacitated, and that he 
could m

anage very w
ell w

ithout a m
entor. 

H
e rem

ain
ed

 in
 p

o
w

er fo
r o

n
ly

 a little m
o
re th

an
 a 

thousand days. B
ut lie proved capable of confronting tw

o 
great crises w

ith authority. T
he first w

as C
uba; the second 

w
as during the sum

m
er of 1963, w

hen several days before 
the negro protest m

arch on W
ashington he dared to throw

 
o
v
erb

o
ard

 th
e p

o
litician

s p
ru

d
en

ce an
d
 co

n
fro

n
t th

e 
nation squarely w

ith its m
oral responsibility. 

H
e did not w

ant to w
in. the cold w

ar. H
e w

anted, on the 
contrary, to m

ake the A
m

ericans realise that it w
as m

adness 
to let them

selves be dom
inated by dread of it. H

e w
anted to 

m
ake them

 grasp the fact that the future of the country, 
an

d
 o

f th
e w

o
rld

, d
ep

en
d
ed

 u
p
o
n
 an

 h
o
n
o
u
rab

le u
n
d
er-

standing w
ith the S

oviets. 
H

e w
as n

o
t a th

eo
rist. H

is p
h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 w

as sim
p
le: to

 
defend F

reedom
, keep his sense of hum

our, live his life 
fully and tackle the highest peaks. H

e considered him
self 

som
ething of a m

ountain guide. 
A

s a S
enator he had been rather shy, and absent a good 

deal of the tim
e; he transform

ed him
self into an excellent 

adm
inistrator and brilliant diplom

at —
 and also a m

agnet to 
m

en
. H

e k
n
ew

 h
o
w

 to
 su

rro
u
n
d
 h

im
self w

ith
 b

rillian
t 

people, and how
 to m

ake them
 share in his ow

n enthusiasm
 

and vitality. H
e w

as not first-class, but had great respect 
for the first-class in others. 

L
ike all other presidents in A

m
erican history, he did not 

sp
eak

 an
y
 fo

reig
n
 lan

g
u
ag

e, y
et h

e w
as th

e m
o
st in

ter-
national of the m

asters of the W
hite H

ouse. 
T

he ballet sent him
 to sleep; but he w

anted very m
uch 
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to encourage it, to create an A
m

erican tradition. H
e pre-

ferred reading detective stories, but surrounded him
self w

ith 
great w

riters and chose the old poet R
obert F

rost to read 
a poem

 at his inauguration. 
In m

any spheres he w
as m

ediocre, but he knew
 it; and 

knew
 that w

hat m
attered w

as to recognise the existence of 
a h

ig
h

er lev
el, w

h
ich

 h
e m

u
st try

 to
 attain

. A
fter all, 

L
orenzo the M

agnificent w
as not poet, painter or sculptor 

either. 
H

e w
as a prom

oter, an
 im

p
resario

, rath
er th

an
 a states-

m
an

, a p
o

litical lead
er o

r a ru
ler; o

n
e o

f th
o

se m
en

 w
h

o
 

in
sp

ire, o
rg

an
ise, u

tilise th
e talen

t o
f o

th
ers fo

r g
reat 

ends. 

JO
H

N
 F

IT
Z

G
E

R
A

L
D

 K
ennedy w

as born on M
ay 29th, 1917 

at B
rooklyn, M

assachusetts, but his education w
as entirely 

B
ostonian. H

e w
as very proud of having that accent, and 

often noticeably stressed it. 
H

is studies at H
arvard therefore counted enorm

ously; 
and he show

ed a rem
arkable loyalty to his alm

a m
ater. It 

w
as enough to be a H

arvard graduate to be som
ething in his 

adm
inistration. 

B
ut lie also studied at the L

ondon S
chool of E

conom
ics, 

d
u

rin
g

 h
is fath

er's term
 as A

m
b

assad
o

r th
ere. H

e ev
en

 
acted as private secretary to K

ennedy S
enior, just before 

th
e w

ar: H
e h

ad
 alread

y
 w

ritten
 an

d
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 a rath

er 
critical thesis on the E

nglish policy of tem
porisation. 

A
fter h

is w
ar-tim

e ad
v

en
tu

res an
d

 d
isch

arg
e fro

m
 

hospital, he w
ent back to L

ondon as a w
ar correspondent. 

A
t th

e en
d

 o
f h

o
stilities, h

e w
en

t in
to

 activ
e p

o
litics, 

standing for C
ongress in B

oston in 1946. 
H

e w
ent to W

ashington at the age of tw
enty-seven. It 

w
as ju

st a sp
rin

g
-b

o
ard

. In
 1

9
5
2
 h

e ch
allen

g
ed

 H
en

ry
 

C
abot L

odge (the sam
e w

ho 'w
as later to be a candidate 

for the vice-presidency w
ith N

ixon) for the S
enate. L

odge 

it  

F. 

A
bove left, N

o
. I su

sp
ect L

ee O
sw

ald
 in

 a p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
 w

h
ich

 h
is 

m
o

th
er claim

s is a lak
e. R

ight, w
ith

 h
is R

u
ssian

-b
o
rn

 w
ife M

arin
a 

an
d
 bottom

 left in
 th

e u
n
lb

rm
 o

f an
 A

ir C
ad

et. B
ottom

 right, M
arin

a 
O

sw
ald

 w
ith

 h
er b

ab
y
 an

d
 m

o
th

er-in
-law

, M
arg

u
erite O

sw
ald

. 
leav

e D
allas jail alter q

u
estio

n
in

g
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97 
belonged to a very old A

m
erican fam

ily; he represented 
tradition, aristocracy, prestige. 

K
ennedy w

as elected. 
S

om
e years later, he spoke of the presidency, and let it 

b
e k

n
o
w

n
 th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 tem
p
o
rarily

 accep
t th

e v
ice-

presidency. B
ut fortunately for him

 —
 since the D

em
ocrats 

w
ere beaten —

 no one took him
 very seriously. 

T
he- clim

ate w
as very different in 1960. 

K
ennedy S

enior had prepared the ground very thorough-
ly, and there w

as no "strong" candidate. K
ennedy began 

w
ell in advance, going up and dow

n all over the country. 
F

rom
 the first he w

as convincing and people began to take 
notice. T

hen som
e started to get w

orried. 
"H

e is too young, lacks experience," T
rum

an said of him
 

publicly. B
ut Y

outh w
orked for • him

 —
 the young have 

votes too. 
"H

e's a C
atholic," said the professionals, and quoted the 

u
n

h
ap

p
y

 p
reced

en
t o

f A
l S

m
ith

 in
 1

9
2

8
. B

u
t A

m
erica's 

C
atholics had profited by the lesson of, the past. T

hey knew
 

how
 to concentrate their forces, and bigotry w

as no longer 
w

idespread. 
T

he rtegroes and Jew
s voted for him

, in the hope that one 
d

ay
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

eco
m

e p
o

ssib
le to

 v
o

te fo
r a b

lack
 o

r a 
Jew

ish president. 
K

ennedy —
 helped by his brothers, his sisters, his brothers 

in law
, his sisters in law

, his friends in H
ollyw

ood and on 
B

roadw
ay, in W

all S
treet, B

oston and H
arvard, and by his 

irresistible charm
 on television —

 w
as elected, the youngest 

p
resid

en
t in

 th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. H
e h

ad
 

achieved w
hat he had so passionately w

anted. 

"
H

E
 N

E
V

E
R

 
to

o
k
 h

im
self to

o
 serio

u
sly

," h
is in

tim
ate 

friend B
enjam

in B
radley says of him

. "H
e loved stories 

against him
self:" 

In
 fact, a d

isc Q
n

 w
h

ich
 an

 u
n

k
n

o
w

n
 acto

r, V
au

g
h

n
 

L 
T

h
e
 m

o
m

e
n
t o

f d
e
a
th

 fo
r L

e
e
 O

s
w

a
ld

. N
ig

h
t-c

lu
b
 o

w
n
e
r ja

c
k
 

R
u
b
y ste

p
s fo

rw
a
rd

 w
ith

 a
 g

u
n
 a

s th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's a

lle
g
e
d
 a

ssa
ssin

 
is e

sco
rte

d
 b

y D
a
lla

s p
o
lice

 o
ffice

rs 
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after saving them
 from

 one risk of atom
ic destruction, to 

can
alise th

eir en
erg

ies to
w

ard
s th

e sp
iritu

al "n
ew

 fro
n
-

tiers" w
hich w

ould certainly —
 had 'he been able to rem

ain 
at the helm

 —
 have brought about a decisive transform

ation 
of the w

hole national life. 
D

espite their elegance of style, his speeches alw
ays pro- 

duced a great effect on the crow
ds. B

ut they do not allow
 us 

to divine his real thoughts. F
or, alas, though it is hard to 

u
n
d
erstan

d
 w

h
y
 m

en
 w

h
o
 h

av
e attain

ed
 g

reat h
eig

h
ts 

should need'"ghosts" to w
rite their speeches, K

ennedy had 
specialised assistants to do this for him

. H
e approved the 

tex
ts, certain

ly
, an

d
 m

ad
e alteratio

n
s, b

u
t th

at d
o

esn
't 

change the fact that he read them
 as an actor declaim

s his 
role, and not as an author does his ow

n w
ork. 

T
here is, how

ever, a slogan w
hich characterises the real 

K
ennedy, the K

ennedy w
ho still lives on in the m

em
ory of 

those w
ho knew

, loved or adm
ired him

: 
"D

o not ask —
" he said on the day of his inauguration to 

the presidency, before the steps of the C
apitol —

 "D
o not 

ask w
hat the country can do for you. A

sk yourself w
hat you 

can do for your country." 

W
IT

H
IN

 A
 few

 m
in

u
tes, th

e b
lu

e an
d
 g

o
ld

 p
lan

e w
o
u
ld

 
land at D

allas, w
here his rendezvous w

ith D
estiny aw

aited 
him

: John F
itzgerald K

ennedy w
as that day to receive an 

answ
er to his ow

n question. 

9
8
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M
eader, im

itated his voice and m
ade fun of a soirée at th

e 
W

hite H
ouse, had a phenom

enal success because K
ennedy 

him
self praised it highly during a press conference. 

"H
e got into trem

endous rages and broke everything in 
sig

h
t," say

s A
rth

u
r S

ch
lesin

g
er. "H

is rag
es lasted

 fo
u

r 
m

inutes. O
n the fifth, he forgot it." 

D
esp

ite h
is ex

actin
g
 callin

g
, K

en
n
ed

y
 k

n
ew

 h
o
w

 to
 

guard the privacy of his fam
ily life. H

e w
ould take pains 

over such sm
all details as the renting of his villa, and the 

author's rights in a film
 on his life. H

e alw
ays found tim

e to 
telephone his nieces and nephew

s to w
ish them

 a "happy 
b

irth
d

ay
". 

H
is love for his brothers, B

ob especially, w
as unlim

ited. 
T

he boys w
ere alw

ays fighting, and trying to out-do each 
other, but it w

as all in affectionate rivalry. 
K

ennedy never allow
ed the slightest rem

ark against a 
m

em
b
er o

f th
e fam

ily
. "T

h
e B

o
sto

n
 M

afia", as it w
as 

called
 in

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

, h
ad

 to
tal resp

ect fo
r th

e co
d

e o
f 

fam
ily unity. 

P
erh

ap
s, u

n
d

er p
ro

fessed
 ad

m
iratio

n
 fo

r F
reed

o
m

, 
K

ennedy w
as at the bottom

 of his heart som
ething of the 

d
ictato

r. C
o
n
g
ress b

o
red

 h
im

; h
e h

ad
• n

o
t th

e slig
h
test 

esteem
 for his erstw

hile colleagues. Indeed, the sole big 
set-backs of his term

 of office w
ere due to his inability to 

persuade them
 to approve his projects. It w

as perhaps that 
vague tendency to totalitarianism

 w
hich m

ade him
 (in a 

letter w
ritten

 in
 1

9
3
8
) ex

p
ress so

m
e ad

m
iratio

n
 o

f th
e 

regim
e of B

enito M
ussolini. 

W
ould John K

ennedy have becom
e president w

ithout 
his father's $200,000,000 to $400,000,000 (no-one know

s 
ju

st h
o
w

 m
u
ch

); o
r .th

e p
restig

e o
f h

is p
atern

al g
ran

d
-

fath
er; o

r th
e p

articu
lar set o

f p
o
litical circu

m
stan

ces 
prevailing in 1960 ? 

W
hat does it m

atter? 
H

e k
n

ew
 h

o
w

 to
 g

alv
an

ise th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le, an

d
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T
he C

hatelaine 

W
H

E
N

 JA
C

Q
U

E
L

IN
E

 S
T

E
P

P
E

D
 from

 the plane —
 w

hich had 

touched dow
n gently on the tarm

ac at L
ove F

ield, D
allas, 

prom
ptly at 11.30 —

 the M
ayor's w

ife presented her w
ith a 

m
agnificent bouquet of red roses . . . 

"T
h
ree tim

es th
at d

ay
 in

 T
ex

as w
e w

ere g
reeted

 w
ith

 

bouquets of the yellow
 roses of T

exas. O
nly in D

allas th
ey 

gave m
e red roses. I rem

em
ber thinking: H

ow
 funny —

 red 

roses for m
e," the F

irst .L
ady w

as to say w
hen at last she 

w
as able to look back on things quietly. 
T

he yellow
 rose, indeed, is the em

blem
 of T

exas. A
 folk-

song dating from
 the C

ivil W
ar, w

hich is to all intents and 

purposes a national anthem
, tells of "T

he Y
ellow

 R
ose of 

T
exas" —

 the young girl w
aiting at hom

e for the w
arrior's 

return. 
"C

om
e;
  you'll be w

elcom
ed w

ith love, like a hero," it 

says. 
A

 college band w
as playing this ballad at the airport, but 

the m
usic w

as drow
ned by the happy cheers of the crow

ds. 

W
H

IL
E

 JA
C

Q
U

E
L

IN
E

 w
as receiving her bouquet of red roses, 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as on the fifth floor of the T

exas B
ook 

D
epository building, eating a chicken sandw

ich brought 

w
ith him

 from
 Irving. T

he sandw
ich had been w

rapped up 

in
 th

e sam
e th

ick
 b

ro
w

n
 p

ap
er w

h
ich

 sh
ro

u
d
ed

 th
e lo

n
g
 

parcel. 

1
0
0
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O
sw

ald
, to

o
, h

ad
 g

o
t u

p
 early

, at ab
o
u
t six

-th
irty

. H
e 

drank som
e black coffee, w

hich he m
ade for him

self, and 

w
ent (w

ithout saying good-bye to w
ife or children —

 they 

w
ere all asleep) to the garage of his w

ork-m
ate, W

esley 

F
razier. 
M

arina w
ould be late rising this m

orning; she had had to 

get up tw
ice during the night to see to the new

 baby, and 

w
as tired out. 
M

rs W
illiam

 R
an

d
all, F

razier's sister, w
as at h

er 

w
indow

 —
 it w

as about half-past seven —
 and saw

 O
sw

ald 

w
ith

 th
at lo

n
g
 b

ro
w

n
-p

ap
er p

arcel. It w
as lo

n
g
 in

d
eed

: 

ab
o
u
t a y

ard
 o

r so
. A

t th
e tim

e sh
e d

id
n
't tak

e an
y
 p

ar-

ticular notice; lots of people carry parcels. 

F
razier saw

 it, too. 
"W

hat have you got there, L
ee?" he asked straight out. 

"C
u
rtain

-ro
d
s," rep

lied
 O

sw
ald

, w
ith

o
u
t fu

rth
er ex

-

planation. 
"T

hat w
as our only conversation that m

orning," reports 

F
razier. "B

ut O
sw

ald w
as taciturn. T

he only tim
e he ever 

talked w
as w

hen som
eone asked after his children. T

hen he 

w
ould laugh, tell you all about them

, and show
 you photos 

of them
 . . 

"W
e got to w

ork about eight o'clock," F
razier's account 

continues. "O
sw

ald said hello and w
ent off. T

hat w
as the 

last tim
e I saw

 him
." 

T
here are tw

o lifts in the T
exas B

ook D
epository build-

ing. T
he one at the front, to the right of the entrance door, 

is autom
atic; it is m

ostly used by the officer w
orkers. O

n 

th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f th

e b
u
ild

in
g
, reach

ed
 eith

er fro
m

 th
e 

courtyard, or by passing through the m
ain ground-floor 

office, is a goods lift w
orked by a lever. It is not m

uch used 

except for loads of books. It seem
s reasonable to suppose 

that O
sw

ald w
ent up in it to the fifth floor, since no one can 

sw
ear to having seen him

 that m
orning. 

T
he fifth floor is like a huge barn, w

ith no w
alls except 

■••••••• 



1
0
2
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

the exterior ones. T
he room

 m
ust be over a hundred yards 

long, and about sixty-five w
ide. T

he books are piled up like 
b
rick

s, fo
rm

in
g
 p

artitio
n
s; th

ere are, to
o
, so

m
e m

etal 
filing-cabinets w

hich also divide up som
e areas. It is there-

fore difficult to see from
 the lift w

hat is happening in the 
m

ore distant sections, alongside the w
indow

s, or inside the 
"room

s" form
ed by the w

alls of books and filing-cabinets. 
Y

ou could, in fact, live for days on end in som
e corners 

w
ithout ever being discovered. 	

. 
T

o get a clear view
 of this labyrinth you w

ould have to 
take dow

n all the books, w
hich w

ould take at least a w
eek. 

It w
ould have been perfectly possible for som

eone w
ith 

ev
il in

ten
tio

n
s to

 g
o

 u
p

 th
e p

rev
io

u
s ev

en
in

g
, sp

en
d

 th
e 

night there, and get aw
ay again —

 especially if he had an 
accom

plice in the place. 

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

 K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
 h

ad
 alread

y
 tak

en
 h

is p
lace in

 th
e 

L
in

co
ln

-C
o
n
tin

en
tal G

G
3
o
o
; b

u
t Jacq

u
elin

e w
as still 

sh
ak

in
g
 h

an
d
s, talk

in
g
 to

 p
eo

p
le in

 th
e cro

w
d
, say

in
g
 

"T
h

an
k

 y
o

u
" ag

ain
 an

d
 ag

ain
. T

h
e P

resid
en

t d
ecid

ed
 to

 
go and get her; he took her gently by the hand and tried to 
lead her tow

ards the car. H
e had to start shaking hands all 

over again, passing close by the placard proclaim
ing Let's 

bury K
ing John. S

om
eone in that crow

d m
ust have been the 

last person to shake hands w
ith John K

ennedy. 
Jacq

u
elin

e h
ad

 b
een

 late to
 th

e o
fficial b

reak
fast th

at 
m

orning because she could not m
ake up her m

ind w
hether 

to w
ear the pink suit, or a thin dress w

ith a fur coat —
 a 

m
agnificent Ieopardskin, a tribute from

 the E
m

peror H
aile 

S
elassie of E

thiopia. B
ut she rem

em
bered w

hat the S
om

ali 
A

m
bassador, M

uhallim
, had said to her; it is w

ell know
n, 

o
f co

u
rse, th

at th
e E

th
io

p
ian

s an
d
 S

o
m

alis are b
itter 

enem
ies. 

"A
b

o
v

e all, d
o

n
't w

ear th
e leo

p
ard

 in
 T

ex
as," h

e h
ad

 
b
eg

g
ed

 h
er. "T

h
ey

'll all w
an

t to
 im

itate y
o
u
, th

o
u
san

d
s 

T
H

E
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H
A

T
E

L
A

IN
E
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w
ill be ordered, and there w

ill be another m
assacre —

 just 
w

hen w
e are trying to prevent the species becom

ing extinct." 
S

in
ce, an

y
w

ay
, th

e tem
p
eratu

re w
as risin

g
 in

 D
allas, 

Jacqueline decided in the end not to w
ear the fur coat. A

 
F

irst L
ady is, alw

ays having to cope w
ith such diplom

atic 
dilem

m
as; the sm

allest thing m
ay have w

eight. 

A
T

 A
B

O
U

T
 the sam

e tim
e, the next S

unday's issue of the 
m

agazine Parade w
as being distributed to forty or so of the 

great dailies throughout A
m

erica. 
Parade, like 

T
his W

eek, belongs to a class of w
eeklies 

w
h
ich

 co
n
stitu

tes a p
h
en

o
m

en
o
n
 p

ecu
liar to

 A
m

erican
 

journalism
. T

hey have colossal circulations —
 to,000,000 in 

th
e case o

f Parade —
 an

d
 are p

rin
ted

 w
eek

s in
 ad

v
an

ce. 
E

ach
 d

aily
 is sen

t a n
u
m

b
er co

rresp
o
n
d
in

g
 to

 its o
w

n
 

circulation, and the m
agazine is clipped into the pages of 

the S
unday edition, as a free "extra". 

T
his new

 num
ber had a big front-page article under the 

appetising title Is Jackie T
ired of the W

hite H
ouse? T

h
e 

them
e w

as not new
, but one w

onders w
hy just that m

om
ent 

w
as chosen to return to it. 
R

eferring to her as "the C
leopatra of the P

otom
ac" —

 the 
P

otom
ac is the river w

hich runs by W
ashington —

 it said 
th

at h
er h

ig
h

-an
d

-m
ig

h
ty

 w
ay

s h
ad

 m
ad

e h
er m

an
y

 
enem

ies in the capital. 
S

he issues a kind of im
perial ban against anyone she does 

not like; as, for instance, in the case of N
ina S

teers, barred 
fro

m
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se fo

r b
ein

g
 p

ro
-N

ix
o

n
. N

in
a is 

v
ag

u
ely

 related
 to

 h
er b

y
 m

arriag
e; h

er m
o
th

er m
arried

 
H

u
g
h
 A

u
ch

in
clo

ss, w
h
o
 after p

artin
g
 fro

m
 h

er m
arried

 
Jacqueline's m

other. 
Jacqueline disliked m

any facets of being a president's 
w

ife. S
he hated electioneering, had no respect at all for the 

double-dealing of politicians, and for a long tim
e regarded 

the W
hite H

ouse as a m
ouldering cage. 
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• 
In fact, she w

as not really happy except w
hen she w

as 
travelling, or hunting in V

irginia. 

T
IL

E
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 
p
ress—

so
 p

ro
m

p
t to

 p
u
b
lish

 p
h
o
to

s o
f 

Q
ueen E

lizabeth w
ith skirts flying, or P

rince P
hilip talking 

w
ith a shopgirl —

 observes the com
pletest taboo on the 

private life of the presidential couple. 
T

he president has at his service a highly skilled outfit 
w

hose official title is "P
ress S

ecretariat". Ir reality, they 
arc nothing but blatant publicity agents; they know

 very 
w

ell how
 to erect a w

all of silence w
here m

ost needed. 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se is n

o
t ju

st an
o
th

er so
u
rce o

f n
ew

s 
am

o
n

g
 m

an
y

. It is an
 im

p
o

rtan
t cen

tre, w
ith

 a h
u

n
d

red
 

jo
u

rn
alists p

erm
an

en
tly

 accred
ited

 to
 it. T

h
ey

 liv
e th

ere 
all day, and often stay there all night. T

hey have no other 
d

u
ty

 b
u

t to
 fo

llo
w

 th
e p

resid
en

t aro
u

n
d

 an
d

 receiv
e h

is 
pronouncem

ents. 
F

or these journalists, the W
hite H

ouse is a career. Y
ou 

can
't b

e a h
ero

 all th
e tim

e; it w
o

u
ld

 h
o

t b
e easy

 to
 risk

 
your agreeable, profitable and useful job, perhaps have to 
m

o
v
e h

o
u
se, leav

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 o

r ev
en

 th
e U

.S
.A

., b
e-

cause you had violated a taboo. In any case, such details of 
private life, even a president's, for the m

ost part are 
im

portant. If w
e are to violate these taboos it is to enable all 

the roles in this•dram
a to be properly focused. 

D
E

S
P

IT
E

 H
E

R
 

u
n

d
en

iab
le ch

arm
 an

d
 m

o
d

el-g
irl fig

u
re, 

Jacqueline B
ouvier K

ennedy w
as neither the m

ost beautiful 
nor the youngest m

istress of the W
hite H

ouse. 
D

olly M
adison w

as m
ost attractive, and m

any m
en lost 

their heads over her. T
he very lovely F

rances F
olsom

 w
as 

m
arried in the B

lue R
oom

 on June 2nd, 1886, at the age of 
tw

enty-one, to P
resident G

rover C
leveland. A

nother girl 
of tw

enty-one, not, how
ever, anything like so beautiful, as 

F
rances F

olsom
, m

arried P
resident John T

yler. 
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Jacqueline w
as born on July 28th

, 1929 at S
outham

pton, 
a v

ery
 fash

io
n
ab

le p
lace o

n
 th

e A
tlan

tic co
ast, ab

o
u
t a 

hundred m
iles from

 N
ew

 Y
ork; high society goes there as 

in
 E

u
ro

p
e th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 g

o
 to

 B
iarritz o

r S
an

 R
em

o
. T

h
e 

B
o
u
v
iers, in

d
eed

, b
elo

n
g
 to

 th
e "p

u
re" aristo

cracy
 o

f 
A

m
erica. 

T
hat w

ord "aristocracy" m
ay cause som

e sm
iles on the 

other side of the A
tlantic, since in A

m
erica everyone is of 

obscure origins, and m
any of the great fortunes arise from

 
S

tock E
xchange speculations only m

ore or less honest. B
ut 

the great adventurers of the last century, the captains of 
industry, the m

asters of W
all S

treet, the gold-prospectors 
and som

e few
 descendants of, political leaders, consider 

them
selves an 

R
ite, th

e N
atio

n
's n

o
b

ility
, an

d
 liv

e in
 a 

strange little w
orld of their ow

n. 
John V

. B
ouvier, "Jackie's" father, cam

e from
 people 

w
ho lived in a sm

all P
rovencal village, but w

as him
self a 

sto
ck

b
ro

k
er. H

er m
o

th
er, Jan

et L
ee, also

 "o
f v

ery
 g

o
o

d
 

fam
ily", rem

arried after the death of her first husband, to 
H

ugh D
. A

uchincloss, also a financier. 
"Jackie" is very close to her sister, her adopted sister, her 

half-brother and her tw
o adopted brothers, but due to the 

various divorces and w
idow

hoods the fam
ily ties are rather 

involved. 
S

he w
as only just ten w

hen her parents w
ere divorced; 

b
u
t sh

e w
as b

ro
u
g
h
t u

p
 in

 th
e b

est p
riv

ate sch
o
o
ls in

 
A

m
erica. S

he did her undergraduate studies at V
assar (the 

nec plus ultra of the A
m

erican girl). S
he took a course at the 

S
o
rb

o
n
n
e, stay

in
g
 m

ean
w

h
ile at a 

pension 
in

 th
e
 ru

e
 

V
augirard. S

he also stayed for a tim
e in an art school in 

V
enice, and after returning to W

ashington took a course 
in journalism

 at the university there. S
he speaks F

rench 
quite w

ell, can get by in Italian, is not bad at S
panish and 

can even m
anage a little L

atin. 
D

espite the strong disapproval of her father, w
ho died not 
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long after, Jacqueline got herself a job as a photo-reporter 
' on the W

ashington P
ost. S

he stopped people on the street to 
ask their view

s on current affairs. S
he w

as, of course, used 
to interview

ing top people; the other reporters w
ere not at 

all pleased. T
hey called her "this little rich girl playing at 

being a reporter", and described her as cold and distant. 
L

ike so m
any girls of her class, Jacqueline professed an 

inverted snobbery, in favour of anything labelled "culture" 
and everything E

uropean. T
hirty years ago, rich heiresses 

w
an

ted
 to

 m
arry

 im
p
o
v
erish

ed
 C

o
u
n
ts m

id
 M

arq
u
ises, 

and to dance the charleston in T
rafalgar S

quare. N
ow

 they 
w

ant to see Ionesco's plays, hear S
travinsky and dine w

ith 
P

inter —
 and for them

 the real "great w
orld" is that of the 

in
tellectu

als. A
ll th

is is b
y
 w

ay
 o

f reactio
n
 ag

ain
st th

e 
p
h
ilistin

ism
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 m
asses, w

h
o
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

nothing of such things; they go to B
roadw

ay to see the leg-
show

s, spend their evenings w
atching television and never 

read any but best-selling w
riters. 

W
ith her flow

ing chestnut hair, doe-like eyes, and soft 
voice (she m

urm
urs rather than talks) Jacqueline looks the 

arche-type of that A
m

erican ideal, "the girl next door". H
er 

tem
p

eram
en

t, h
o

w
ev

er, is v
ery

 d
ifferen

t fro
m

 w
h

at th
e 

A
m

erican w
om

en's m
agazines call "the typical A

m
erican 

w
om

an". S
he can be headstrong and im

patient, hates house-
w

ork and cooking, and is bored by the cocktail parties of the 
capital. N

either can she bear the affections of political ladies. 
If the P

resident's w
ife and the V

ice-P
resident's sat side by 

side their silences could be disturbing. 

L
E

G
E

N
D

 S
A

Y
S

 th
at Jacq

u
elin

e cam
e to

 k
n
o
w

 th
e y

o
u
n
g
 

S
enator K

ennedy through being sent to photograph him
 

for her paper. It is m
ore likely that they w

ere often throw
n 

together in the salons of the capital. W
ashington is a very 

provincial city, w
here they could hardly not m

eet. 
H

e courted her ardently. 
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W
hen the rich, attractive and am

bitious young politician 
proposed, it w

as thought that she had m
ade the catch of the 

year. 
T

h
e B

o
u

v
iers th

em
selv

es d
id

n
't th

in
k

 so
 at all. T

h
ey

 
reg

ard
ed

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s as p
easan

ts, b
ein

g
 Irish

; an
d

 as 
new

ly-rich, the father's fortune being of such recent date. 
W

orst of all, they w
ere D

em
ocrats. It is even said that one 

reason w
hy K

ennedy so m
uch w

anted to becom
e president 

w
as in order to prove to his in-law

s how
 very w

rong they 
had been. 

Jacqueline w
as bored to death during the first m

onths at 
the W

hite H
ouse. S

he could not sim
ply spend all her tim

e 
painting in the grounds, draw

ing caricatures of her hus-
band and reading B

yron. B
ut her husband suggested that 

she should restyle each of the 107 room
s of the residence on 

P
ennsylvania A

venue. 
Jacqueline set to w

ork w
ith a w

ill, renew
ing everything, 

rem
oving the tasteless bric 4 brae accum

ulated over nearly a 
cen

tu
ry

. T
h
en

 sh
e g

av
e a k

in
d
 o

f w
o
rld

-w
id

e h
o
u
se-

w
arm

ing, w
ith a television program

m
e in w

hich she acted 
as guide. 

T
he telecast had a trem

endous success, m
aking Jacque-

line appear in a rather fairy-tale aspect —
 the chatelaine 

w
hose sm

ile irradiated those so-historical prem
ises. S

he w
as 

th
at in

d
eed

: a ch
atelain

e w
h
o
 w

ith
 g

race an
d
 ex

q
u
isite 

m
anners received kings, presidents, w

riters, philosophers, 
explorers, patrons of art, actors, astronauts, queens and 
p
rin

cesses. N
ev

er b
efo

re h
ad

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 k

n
o
w

n
 su

ch
 

splendour. C
asals cam

e to give a concert. 
A

 M
idsum

m
er 

N
ight's D

ream
 w

as perform
ed. It w

as Jacqueline w
ho ar-

ranged for the M
ona L

isa to visit W
ashington. 

A
ll this also gave rise to strong criticism

. She w
as accused 

of sacrilege in having m
ade alterations to the W

hite H
ouse, 

and of being unfaithful to the national sport, B
aseball, in 

favour of foreign and esoteric pastim
es. 
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B
ut Jacqueline liked flouting• public opinion. S

he dared 
to appear in a sim

ple w
oollen coat in the m

iddle ofJanuary, 
w

h
en

 it w
as freezin

g
; th

e A
m

erican
 m

id
d

le-class (w
h

o
 

believe absolutely that you aren't a success if you haven't a 
m

in
k

 co
at) w

ere h
o

rrified
 at seein

g
 a p

resid
en

t's w
ife 

dressed "like a typist". It w
ould have been useless to try 

to explain to them
 that a L

anvin coat is quite as sm
art as 

any fur in the w
orld. 

S
he w

as criticised for buying her clothes in P
aris, and for 

spending m
ore than $30,000 a year there. 

"If th
at's tru

e," sh
e rep

lied
 a little tartly

, "it's b
ecau

se 
m

y underw
ear is m

ade of sable.". 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

ere w
ere m

an
y

 d
iv

o
rces in

 th
e fam

ily
, 

Jacqueline's ow
n adherence to the C

atholic faith is sincere. 
"I don't like praying in public," she says. "R

eligion is a 
m

atter of conscience." B
ut she w

as brought up along strict 
lines, and considers her first and m

ost im
portant duty to be 

the m
oral training of her children. 

S
h
e ad

o
res th

o
se ch

ild
ren

. F
o
r h

er, th
ey

 co
m

e b
efo

re 
everything. If they need her, she w

ill neglect any other task 
at all, an

y
 p

arty
 o

r am
u

sem
en

t. S
h

e w
ill g

et u
p

 sev
eral 

tim
es during the night to see that all is as it should be in 

their room
. 

"A
 ch

ild
," sh

e say
s, "sh

o
u
ld

 b
e su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 w
ith

 lo
v
e, 

secu
rity

 an
d
 d

iscip
lin

e; b
u
t h

e m
u
st fo

llo
w

 h
is in

stin
ct.' 

T
he grow

th of a child should give us joy." 
S

he had paid a great price for the joy of being the m
other 

of little John and of C
aroline. S

he has been know
n to have 

had at least tw
o m

iscarriages, one in 1954, and one in 1956 
(during her husband's first preside'ntial approach). T

hen, on 
A

ugust 7th, 1963 she gave birth to her second son, P
atrick 

B
o
u
v
ier K

en
n
ed

y
. It w

as a p
rem

atu
re b

irth
, an

d
 d

esp
ite 

a C
aesarian operation and the efforts of the best doctors 

P
atrick died tw

o days later. 
A

lter that, Jacqueline w
anted to get aw

ay from
 W

ashing- 
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ton. She w
ent to join her sister in G

reece;* then stayed on, in 
sp

ite of h
er h

u
sb

an
d

's p
leas th

at sh
e sh

ou
ld

 com
e b

ack
. A

t 
last she did so. T

'w
o days before the visit to D

allas, she m
ade 

h
er first so

cia
l a

p
p

ea
ra

n
ce, in

v
itin

g
 m

o
re th

a
n

 sev
en

 
h

u
n

d
red

 p
eop

le to th
e W

h
ite H

ou
se. 

Jacq
u

elin
e alw

ays loved
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 m

ad
ly. S

h
e often

 
teased

 h
im

, im
itated

 h
is accen

t, m
ad

e fu
n

 of h
is n

ot alw
ays 

d
istin

gu
ish

ed
 tastes, called

 h
im

 a vu
lgarian

; an
d

 w
h

en
 

som
eon

e ask
ed

 h
im

 "
W

h
at sort of m

u
sic d

o you
 lik

e, M
r 

P
resid

en
t ?"

 rep
lied

 for h
im

: "
T

h
e p

resid
en

tial an
th

em
."

 
B

ut still she loved him
 m

adly. 
"I like to read history books," she w

as to confide later to 
th

e w
riter T

h
eod

ore H
. W

h
ite, "

b
ecau

se it w
as h

istory 
w

h
ich

 m
ad

e Jack
 w

h
at h

e w
as. Y

ou
 m

u
st th

in
k

 of h
im

 as a 
little sick boy, w

ho reads and reads. F
or Jack, history w

as a 
p

rocession
 of h

eroes. T
h

at is h
ow

 it w
as th

at h
istory tran

s-
form

ed
 h

im
. M

y h
u

sb
an

d
 saw

 th
e h

eroic everyw
h

ere. M
en

 
are a m

ixtu
re of good

 an
d

 b
ad

; Jack
 h

ad
 an

 id
eal view

 of 
history —

 his w
orld w

as peopled w
ith heroes . . ." 

JA
C

Q
U

E
L

IN
E

 H
A

D
 on

e q
u

ality w
h

ich
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 ad

m
ired

 
m

ost of all: her self-control. She knew
 how

 to face up to the 
m

ost ad
verse m

om
en

ts w
ith

 calm
 an

d
 reserve. S

h
e k

n
ew

 
how

 to keep a hold on herself. 
In

 a few
 m

in
u

tes, w
h

en
 th

e p
resid

en
tial car w

as to tu
rn

 
the corner of H

ouston and E
lm

 Streets in D
allas, Jacqueline 

B
ou

vier K
en

n
ed

y w
ou

ld
 n

eed
 to call u

p
on

 all th
at self-

c
o
n

tr
o
l. ' 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



"Y
o
n
 

C
A

N
'T

 S
A

Y
 now

," said G
overnor C

onnally's w
ife, 

tu
rn

in
g
 to

w
ard

s th
e P

resid
en

t as th
e car ro

u
n
d
ed

 th
e 

co
rn

er fro
m

 H
o

u
sto

n
 S

treet in
to

 E
lm

 S
treet, "th

at th
e 

people of D
allas don't love you, and aren't glad to see you." 

"N
o

, n
o

-o
n

e can
 say

 th
at an

y
 m

o
re," Jo

h
n

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

answ
ered. 

T
hey w

ere his last w
ords. A

t that m
om

ent, the first bullet 
hit him

. H
e lifted a hand to his throat. 

Jacqueline, w
ho w

as sm
iling and w

aving to som
e people 

on the other side of the road, turned back tow
ards him

, to 
see w

hat w
as happening. T

he chauffeur looked up at the 
sm

all bridge, trying to see w
hat had caused the noise. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 slu

m
p

ed
 d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e car, an

d
 

Jacqueline cried: 
"O

h
 m

y
 G

o
d
! T

h
ey

'v
e k

illed
 m

y
 h

u
sb

an
d
. Jack

 . . . 
Jack

!" 
T

hat w
as w

hen G
overnor C

onnally turned to the right. 
H

e w
as to say later: 

"T
he P

resident had blood on his cheeks. H
e said nothing. 

T
hen a bullet hit m

e in the shoulder. I knew
 that the w

ound 
w

as serious. I tried to get up, but collapsed into the arm
s of 

m
y
 w

ife. It w
as th

en
 th

at I h
eard

 a th
ird

 sh
o
t, m

ay
b
e a 

fourth. I saw
 that the P

resident had been hit again. I cried 
out: 'M

y G
od, they're going to kill us all'. " 

It w
as exactly tw

elve-thirty-one, T
exas tim

e. T
he history 

I I0
 

C
H

A
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`T
hey're G

oing to K
ill U

s A
ll!' 

' 
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of the U
nited 'S

tates stopped short then, like the m
echanism

 
of an electronic com

puter w
hen the current is abruptly cut 

off. K
ennedy's 'blood w

as spattered on Jacqueline4s dress. It 
w

as on her stockings, on the seats, on the carpet. T
hrow

ing 
dow

n her bouquet of red roses, she took her husband's hed 
in her arm

s, still m
anaging to m

ake desperate signals to the 
m

en of the "Q
ueen M

ary" behind. 
F

or there w
ere no guards at the side of the car w

hen it 
h

ap
p

en
ed

. B
ill G

reer, th
e ch

au
ffeu

r, h
ad

 slo
w

ed
 d

o
w

n
. 

B
eh

in
d
, o

n
 th

e ru
n
n
in

g
-b

o
ard

 o
f th

e• "Q
u
een

 M
ary

", 
agent C

lint H
ill saw

 w
hat had happened —

 he w
as still 

looking in the direction of the bridge —
 and decided to go 

to
 th

e aid
 o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s. H
e leap

t fro
m

 th
e ru

n
n

in
g

-
b

o
ard

, ran
 o

n
 an

d
 cau

g
h

t u
p

 w
ith

 th
e p

resid
en

tial car, 
p

u
ttin

g
 o

n
e fo

o
t o

n
 th

e rear b
u

m
p

er. H
e slip

p
ed

, b
u

t 
m

anaged to keep hold of the handle of the boot and kept 
on running. 

A
t that m

om
ent the chauffeur cam

e out of his stupor, 
sa

id
, "L

e
t's 'g

e
t th

e
 h

e
ll o

u
t o

f h
e
re

!" a
n
d
 p

u
t o

n
 

speed. 
M

rs K
ennedy w

as still holding her husband in her arm
s, 

as if to protect him
 w

ith her body. S
he looked round, and 

saw
 that H

ill w
as not yet in the car. 

"H
elp m

e! M
y G

od, help m
e!" she called out to him

, as 
if in

 rep
ro

ach
. T

h
en

, lay
in

g
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
's h

ead
 o

n
 th

e 
car-seat, she turned and clim

bed on to the luggage com
-

partm
ent, lay flat and held out her right hand to H

ill. S
he 

w
as holding on w

ith her feet; her nylon stockings turned 
slow

ly red. 
H

ill clim
bed into the car. H

e pushed Jacqueline into the 
back again, and snatched up the telephone. 

"T
h

e P
resid

en
t h

as b
een

 sh
o

t," h
e rep

o
rted

 to
 h

ead
-

quarters. "W
hich is the nearest hospital ?" 

T
he presidential car shot like a rocket into the m

otorw
ay, 
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at a speed of loo m
.p.h. P

olicem
an H

ill punched the m
etal 

of the car several tim
es w

ith his fist in his agitation.• 
T

h
e, film

 tak
en

 b
y

 am
ateu

r p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
er Z

ap
ru

d
er 

proves that the w
hole dram

a lasted exactly sixteen seconds. 
A

n eternity in history. 
A

t the tim
e w

hen the first rifle shot rang out —
 for at that 

distance, it could only have been from
 a rifle —

 the presi-
dential car w

as m
oving very slow

ly. It w
as exactly 'eleven 

yards beyond the junction of H
ouston and E

lm
 S

treets; and 
on a direct line betw

een the furthest right-hand w
indow

 of 
the fifth floor of the T

exas B
ook D

epository building and the 
foO

t of the bridge over the m
otorw

ay, on' the other side of 
the avenue. 

B
ecause the chauffeur slow

ed dow
n still m

ore, and even 
stopped for a m

om
ent after the second shot, the car did not 

travel m
uch m

ore than thirty yards during the w
hole of this 

unbelievable episode. B
ut it all happened so quickly that 

nobody had a clear view
 of w

hat occurred. 
T

ailor Z
apruder w

as film
ing, as so often happens, w

ith-
out really seeing w

hat the cam
era w

as recording, because 
h
e w

as co
n
cen

tratin
g
 so

 h
ard

 o
n
 n

o
t lo

sin
g
 sig

h
t o

f h
is 

subject. 
S

om
e cars had cut through the procession to reach the 

centre lane of the three turning off the m
otorw

ay. It seem
s 

fantastic, but not one of the drivers saw
 anything, although 

the fourth bullet m
ust only just have m

issed hitting one of 
them

. 
C

harles B
rehm

 tells how
 he saw

 K
ennedy's face alter, 

change colour and then fall to one side. 
M

ary N
orm

an, w
ho w

as using her instant-print cam
era 

to photograph K
ennedy, shouted: 

"M
y G

od, they've shot him
." 

D
avid M

iller, dissatisfied w
ith his first photographs of 

the P
resident, had m

eanw
hile run round the. T

exas B
ook 

D
epository building and arrived at the side of the m

otor-: 
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w
ay. S

o it cam
e about that he saw

 a car w
ith the A

m
erican 

flag
 an

d
 a b

lu
e an

d
 g

o
ld

 p
en

n
an

t co
m

e tearin
g

 alo
n

g
 

flan
k
ed

 b
y
 p

o
lice m

o
to

r cy
clists. W

ith
o
u
t p

ro
p
er v

iew
-

fin
d

in
g

, h
e lev

elled
 h

is cam
era an

d
 to

o
k
 a p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 

w
hich m

ust be the m
ost striking of all the pictures taken 

that day . 
It show

s the policem
an, H

ill, standing in the back of the 
car trying to calm

 Jacqueline and telling her to keep her 
head dow

n (there could w
ell have been other attem

pts, or 
acco

m
p

lices fu
rth

er alo
n

g
 th

e •ro
u

te). M
rs C

o
n

n
ally

 is 
h

u
d

d
led

 u
p

 in
 th

e b
o

tto
m

 of th
e car, co

v
erin

g
 h

er u
n
-

conscious husband. T
he P

resident's body is lying on the 
back seat, but one of his feet rem

ains caught on the top of 
th

e car. A
n
o
th

er S
ecret S

erv
ice m

an
, sittin

g
 n

ex
t to

 th
e 

chauffeur, has turned round to see w
hat is going on, and 

cannot believe his ow
n eyes. 

Y
oung M

iller did not know
 until later that he w

as the 
last person in the w

orld to photograph K
ennedy —

 at least, 
his foot. W

hen he developed the film
, he could not m

ake it 
out; his father then told him

 about the assassination. 

C
H

A
U

F
F

E
U

R
 B

IL
L

 G
R

E
E

R
 w

as now
 follow

ing a D
allas police 

car, on the w
ay to P

arkland H
ospital. T

he sirens w
hich had 

been silenced all day so that the P
resident could hear the 

people's cheers now
 scream

ed m
adly. T

he S
ecret S

ervice 
"Q

ueen M
ary" follow

ed. Its m
en now

 had their rifles and 
sub m

achine-guns at the ready, fingers on triggers. 
N

ex
t carn

e V
ice-P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
's car. P

o
licem

an
 

R
ufus W

. Y
oungblood w

as the only one of the occupants 
visible. 

"I thought at first, like everyone else in the procession," 
he w

as to say later, "that som
e over-enthusiastic spectator 

had throw
n a firew

ork or let off a rocket. B
ut from

 m
y point 

of view
, this w

as an unusual noise, and the regulations laid 
d
o
w

n
 w

h
at I m

u
st d

o
 in

 su
ch

 a case. I sh
o
u
ted

 to
 th

e 



1
1
4
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

p
eo

p
le in

 th
e car: 'G

et d
o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e flo
o
r, q

u
ick

', an
d
 

repeated the sam
e thing several tim

es, even after they had 
all got dow

n on the bottom
 of the car. I had taken the V

ice-
P

resident by the shoulders and roughly pushed him
 dow

n 
o
n
 th

e seat. Jo
h
n
so

n
 d

id
n
't say

 ev
en

 a w
o
rd

 in
 p

ro
test. 

T
h
en

 I sh
o
u
ted

 to
 th

e ch
au

ffeu
r: 'D

am
n
 it, g

et o
u
t o

f 
h
ere'. " 
A

gent Y
oungblood lay across L

yndon Johnson, covering 
him

 w
ith his ow

n body. 
"I heard the three shots," said M

rs Johnson, "but I said 
to m

yself 'W
hat a party! N

ow
 w

e've got rockets . . .' W
e 

w
ere all so gay. T

hen I saw
 that P

resident K
ennedy had 

bent forw
ard, and just then our S

ecret S
ervice m

an ordered 
us to do the sam

e. S
enator Y

arborough w
as lying right next 

to m
e, and he kept telling m

e: 'T
he P

resident's been shot, 
the P

resident's been shot.' B
ut I w

ouldn't believe it, he m
ust 

be having a nervous crisis, it w
as all unbelievable. Just like 

in
 th

e film
 

S
even

 D
a

ys in
 M

a
y. 

M
ake-believe. T

hen, 
after an

 etern
ity

, I raised
 m

y
 ey

es an
d
 I read

 th
e w

o
rd

 
'H

o
sp

ital'." 

L
A

T
E

R
, W

H
E

N
 he w

as decorated by Johnson personally, 
R

ufus Y
oungblood explained m

odestly that he had done no 
m

ore than follow
 regulations. 

"I'v
e b

een
 p

aid
 ev

ery
 m

o
n
th

 sin
ce 1

9
5
1
 fo

r th
e jo

b
 o

f 
defending w

ith m
y life the m

an I have to protect.", 
H

is courage and presence of m
ind perhaps averted from

 
th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e g

rav
est 

catastro
p
h
e in

 its h
isto

ry
. Y

o
u
n
g
b
lo

o
d
 w

as n
o
t to

 k
n
o
w

 
w

hether there w
ere several assassins, or if it w

as planned to 
get rid of Johnson too; certainly, the m

an w
ho had fired so 

rap
id

ly
 an

d
 sk

ilfu
lly

 at K
en

n
ed

y
's car m

ig
h

t w
ell h

av
e 

decided to have a go at Johnson's. A
ll the indications are 

that that w
as possible, even probable. Y

oungblood saved 
the situation. 
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T
he 'death of Johnson w

ould have created a vacuum
 in 

W
ashington. H

is constitutional successor w
as a m

an of 
seventy-one, w

ith no experience w
hatever of governm

ent 
an

d
 u

n
k
n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e m

asses: Jo
h
n
 W

. M
cC

o
rm

ack
, 

S
peaker of the H

ouse of R
epresentatives. 

In the press car it w
as thought that Johnson had had a 

heart attack, and the rum
our spread like a flash. O

thers 
said that an attem

pt had been m
ade on his life, and that for 

security reasons the procession had nonetheless gone on to 
the T

rade M
art, its destination. T

he pressm
en therefore 

decided to go there. 
A

 few
 reporters, how

ever, chose instead to go and see 
w

hat w
as happening on the law

ns w
hich lined E

lm
 S

treet. 
D

ouglas K
iker w

as one. S
upposing that there had been som

e 
d
iso

rd
ers am

o
n
g
 th

e cro
w

d
 a n

eg
ro

 d
em

o
n
stratio

n
, 

m
aybe —

 he began to run dow
n the m

iddle of the road, 
w

aving his press-card. 
It w

as pandem
onium

 here. 
P

eo
p
le w

ere ly
in

g
 o

n
 th

e g
rass. T

h
ere w

as sh
o
u
tin

g
. 

P
o

licem
en

 w
ere w

av
in

g
 th

eir g
u

n
s. S

ecret S
erv

icem
en

 
forcibly sw

ept everyone out of their w
ay, their m

achine-
guns pointing upw

ards. 
T

he negroes had concluded that right-w
ing extrem

ists 
w

ere about to m
assacre them

 all; they thought it w
as they 

w
ho w

ere being shot at from
 w

indow
s. T

he fathers am
ong 

them
 had throw

n them
selves across their children, stretched 

on the grass. O
ne of these negroes, John D

raster, cried: 
"L

y
n
ch

! T
h
ey

're g
o
in

g
 to

 ly
n
ch

 u
s!" an

d
 tried

 to
 ru

n
 

aw
ay

, p
u
llin

g
 h

is little g
irl b

y
 th

e h
an

d
. A

 p
o
licem

an
, 

revolver in hand, ordered him
 to stop and get dow

n on the 
ground too; there m

ight be m
ore shooting. 

T
hen there w

as an outcry from
 am

ong the crow
d: 

"T
he assassin's been arrested." P

olice w
ere sw

arm
ing 

round a fair-haired young m
an. 

K
iker m

et M
arianne M

eans, a "H
earst" correspondent. 
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T
heir confusion w

as painful to w
atch. F

or sixty years they 
had planned and practised a thousand tim

es w
hat should 

b
e d

o
n

e in
 th

e ev
en

t o
f an

 assassin
atio

n
 attem

p
t. N

o
w

 
there they stood, like kids w

ho have lost their parents. 
T

he retired chief of the S
ervice, U

. E
. B

aughm
an, w

as 
later to

 ask
 w

h
y
 th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t rid

d
le th

e w
in

d
o
w

s o
f th

e 
building w

ith bullets; w
hy they did not instantly leap to 

th
e P

resid
en

t's aid
 at th

e first sh
o
t, w

ith
o
u
t w

aitin
g
 fo

r 
Jacqueline K

ennedy's calls for help. 
L

ater th
e w

h
o
le w

o
rld

 w
as b

itterly
 to

 rep
ro

ach
 th

e 
D

allas police for having failed to protect the P
resident, and 

for the sketchiness of their investigations. B
ut the S

ecret 
S

ervice, so distinguished in the intim
idation of journalists, 

m
ust bear a very great part of the responsibility for w

hat 
happened. 

M
R

S
 C

O
N

N
A

L
L

Y
, believing her husband dead, w

as sobbing 
in the bottom

 of the car. P
olicem

an H
ill w

as still standing, 
an

d
 still telep

h
o
n
in

g
. Jacq

u
elin

e w
as w

eep
in

g
 silen

tly
, 

pressing her husband's disfigured face to her breast, like 
a m

other feeding her baby. 
H

er rig
h
t sto

ck
in

g
 w

as satu
rated

 w
ith

 b
lo

o
d
, an

d
 h

er 
pretty pink dress stained all over ... M

ary L
incoln's dress 

w
as also

' p
in

k
 th

at G
o
o
d
 F

rid
ay

 ev
en

in
g
 at th

e F
o
rd

 
T

heatre. H
er pink dress, too, w

as splashed w
ith blood .. . 

T
H

E
 P

A
R

K
L

A
N

D
 M

em
o
ria

l H
o
sp

ital, b
u
ilt in

 m
em

o
ry

 o
f 

the w
ar-dead, is on the left-hand side of the m

otorw
ay, half-

w
ay betw

een the tow
n centre and the airport. It is a huge 

m
odern building surrounded by trees, and is visible from

 
very far off. It w

as here that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as cared 

for at the age of seven, after a car accident. A
nd it w

as here 
that only a few

 w
eeks before his little girl had been born. 

T
h
e p

resid
en

tial car sto
p
p
ed

 b
efo

re th
e E

m
erg

en
cy

 
entrance. B

ut there w
as a w

ait w
hile attendants brought out 

1
1
6
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S
he looked desperate; great tears w

ere rolling dow
n her • 

C
heeks. 
• "S

om
ething's happened to Jack, som

ething. terrible. G
od 

help us!" 	
. 

A
 secretary spoke to them

; she w
as still autom

atically 
eating a ham

 roll, her lunch, w
ithout realising it, she w

as in , 
such a state of shock. 

"Y
es, the P

resident's been shot at," she said. 
B

u
t jo

u
rn

alist ,K
ik

er refu
sed

 to
 b

eliev
e h

er. "S
h
e's 

H
ysterical, like the rest of them

," he thought. 
T

here' w
as no sign of the three official cars. 

A
 photographer w

as taking pictures of a girl 'w
ho had 

, h
id

d
en

.  herself behind a colum
n, part of a sm

all m
onum

ent 
above the grassy slope. 
. M

ary N
orm

an had developed her P
olaroid" photo, and 

stared at it in am
azem

ent. 
Jo

u
rn

alist K
ik

er ap
p
ro

ach
ed

 o
n
e o

f th
e p

o
lice cars 

w
hich had m

eanw
hile draw

n up alongside the pavem
ent. 

T
he radio of one of them

 w
as turned on: A

 headquarters 
o
fficial w

as say
in

g
: "T

h
e P

resid
en

t is w
o
u
n
d
ed

. H
e is 

b
ein

g
 d

riv
en

 at to
p
 sp

eed
 to

 P
ark

lan
d
 H

o
sp

ital. P
ro

tect 
th

e area." 
Instantly another journalist, an agency representative, 

started to run for the entrance to the T
exas B

ook D
eposi-

tory huilding, ahead of a policem
an, and darted tow

ards 
th

e telep
h
o
n
e n

ear th
e d

o
o
r.' It w

as th
u
s th

at th
e w

o
rld

 
receiv

ed
 th

e first in
tim

atio
n
 o

f w
h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 in

 
D

allas on this terrible afternoon of N
ovem

ber 2
2
6
1
. 

M
O

R
E

 T
H

A
N

 half the fifty-odd S
ecret S

ervice m
en w

ere 
still am

ong the crow
d at the scene of the tragedy but not a 

shot w
as fired. N

o cordons w
ere set up. T

he S
ecret S

ervice 
knew

 nothing at all of w
hat w

as happening in the T
exas 

B
o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 b

u
ild

in
g
. Ju

st o
n
e o

r. tw
o
 m

en
 tried

' 
v
ag

u
ely

. to
 g

o
 to

w
ard

s th
e b

rid
g
e o

v
er th

e m
o
to

rw
ay

. 
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stretch
ers. T

h
e S

ecret S
erv

ice m
en

 m
ad

e a h
alf-circle 

round the vehicle, sub m
achine-guns at the ready. 

V
ice-P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
 g

o
t O

u
t o

f h
is car, o

n
e h

an
d
 

p
ressed

 ag
ain

st th
e sm

all o
f h

is: b
ack

, an
d
 w

en
t in

sid
e 

w
ithout looking round. H

e w
as dead w

hite, and lim
ping. 

T
hose w

ho saw
 him

' like this at once thought that it w
as he 

w
ho w

as the cause of all the alarm
. A

lready W
ashington 

h
ad

 b
een

 in
fo

rm
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 su
ccu

m
b
ed

 to
 a h

eart 
attack

.  
A

fter tw
o
 in

term
in

ab
le m

in
u
tes, th

e stretch
er-b

earers 
cam

e o
u
t. T

h
ey

 saw
 to

 C
o
n
n
ally

 first, th
en

 b
ro

u
g
h
t a 

stretch
er clo

se u
p
 to

 th
e car an

d
 laid

 K
en

n
ed

y
 o

n
 it. 

Jacqueline w
ent w

ith them
, holding on to the hem

 of her 
husband's jacket, and supported by a S

ecret S
ervice m

an. 
T

he door closed behind them
. 

It w
as tw

elve-forty-tw
o. 

S
enator Y

arborough gave the im
pression that his hair 

had gone w
hite in that quarter of an hour. H

e supported 
him

self against the hospital w
all, just under the A

m
bulance 

sign, as if to stop him
self falling. H

e w
as w

eeping. It w
as 

like this that he faced the first journalists to arrive at the 
h
o
sp

ital after th
e fru

itless call at th
e T

rad
e M

art. T
h
e 

guests there had been told that there w
ould be a delay in 

th
e p

ro
g
ram

m
e, an

d
 th

at th
ey

 sh
o
u
ld

 fin
ish

 th
e b

an
q
u
et 

m
ean

w
h
ile. T

o
 sto

p
 th

em
 g

ettin
g
 to

o
 im

p
atien

t, T
ex

an
 

folk-m
usic w

as played. 
"I saw

 n
o
th

in
g
," Y

arb
o
ro

u
g
h
 said

 to
 th

e jo
u
rn

alists. 
"B

ut there w
as a sm

ell of pow
der in the air everyw

here. 
K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 C

o
n
n
ally

 are in
sid

e, in
 th

e E
m

erg
en

cy
 

ro
o
m

. It's to
o
 h

o
rrib

le to
 d

escrib
e .. . th

eir w
o
u
n
d
s are 

serio
u
s, v

ery
 serio

u
s. It is a d

ev
ilish

 act, a h
o
rro

r . . . I 
can't say any m

ore . . ." A
nd he w

ept, the right honourable 
an

d
 d

istin
g
u
ish

ed
 S

en
ato

r o
f th

e h
ig

h
est p

arliam
en

tary
 

assem
bly of the U

nited S
tates, covering his face W

ith 'his 
hands. 
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H
e w

ent inside in his turn, follow
ed.by the thunderstruck 

journalists. 
W

here w
as everybody? T

his is the great unansw
ered 

question in D
allas and the police still do not like to discuss 

this point. 
T

he S
ecret S

ervice m
en follow

ed the car of the president 
to the P

arkland M
em

orial H
ospital; som

e w
ere w

ith the 
vice president, som

e left for the airport, others stayed along 
the parkw

ay around the hospital ... only a few
 rem

ained 
on the spot to guard the retreat and then left for the airport. 
T

heir duty w
as to protect the president, not to m

aintain 
order. 

S
om

e have criticized this attitude, stating that the S
ecret 

S
ervice should have split and tried to catch the killer. 

T
H

E
R

E
 W

E
R

E
 very few

 policem
en from

 the D
allas police 

force on the spot as this w
as the end of the itinerary and 

there w
as no crow

d. E
lm

 S
treet is only an access to the 

parkw
ay and there is thus no need for great police protec-

tion. A
ll but one of the agents w

ere on m
otor-cycles and 

th
ey

 w
ere first to

 reach
 th

e p
resid

en
tial car. T

h
ey

 th
en

 
rushed tow

ard the building w
hile several others tried to 

calm
 the people. 

T
here w

as chaos. S
om

e detectives ran tow
ards the bridge 

as they thought the shooting cam
e from

 there. B
y the tim

e 
. they had reached the building and returned to the scene 
th

ere w
as n

o
th

in
g
 b

u
t b

ew
ild

ered
 n

ew
sp

ap
erm

en
 an

d
 

spectators. 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
IA

L
 

car, th
e w

o
n
d
erfu

l b
lu

e L
in

co
ln

-
C

ontinental, stood deserted alongside an am
bulance. O

n 
th

e b
o
n
n
et w

as th
e h

at w
h
ich

 K
en

n
ed

y
 n

ev
er w

o
re b

u
t 

alw
ays took w

ith him
 to w

ave to the crow
ds. T

he blood-
soaked carpet w

as strew
n w

ith the yellow
 roses presented to 

M
rs C

onnally and Jacqueline's bouquet of red ones. 
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M
ost of the rem

aining police alO
ng the route had left 

th
eir p

o
sts w

h
en

 th
e p

resid
en

tial ..car h
ad

 p
assed

 b
y
, 

either to cat or to return to headquarters for new
 assign-

m
ents. T

hey w
ere inform

ed of the events like everyone else, 
by rum

ours and radio. S
om

e just stayed w
here they w

ere, 
b
ew

ild
ered

, talk
in

g
. S

o
m

e p
h
o
n
ed

 h
ead

q
u
arters, b

u
t n

o
 

o
n
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 th
em

 in
stru

ctio
n
s w

h
at to

 d
o
 in

 su
ch

 an
 

event. T
he w

hole of D
allas w

as confused, the police m
ore 

than anyone else. 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
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irked D
r M

alcolm
 . P

erry, 
peacefully sw

allow
ing salm

on croquettes in the canteen of 
the P

arkland M
unicipal H

ospital. 
"S

T
A

T
 for D

r T
om

 S
hires!" 

S
T

A
T

 w
as the code-w

ord for "disaster". B
ut there w

ere 
on an average 273 urgent cases at the hospital daily, and 
D

r S
hires, the resident head of surgery, w

as never called out 
for them

 in this w
ay. A

nyw
ay, today he w

as absent. It w
as 

fo
r D

r P
erry

, p
ro

fesso
r in

 su
rg

ery
, an

d
 h

is assistan
t, to

 
respond to the sum

m
ons. 

U
nw

illingly, he picked up a telephone and called the 
operator: 

"M
ary, you're crazy.' C

an't one even eat som
ething in 

peace ?" 
"P

resident K
ennedy is dying. S

T
A

T
. H

e has just been 
brought into C

asualty." 
T

h
ere w

ere tw
o
 C

asitalty
 ro

o
m

s in
 th

e h
o
sp

ital, d
is-

tin
g
u
ish

ed
 as T

rau
m

a R
o
o
m

 I an
d
 T

rau
m

a R
o
o
m

 
2
. 

K
ennedy had been taken to num

ber T
, and C

onnally to 
num

ber 2
. 

D
r M

alcolm
 P

erry w
ent dow

n one floor, to ground level, 
to that narrow

 room
 w

ith grey tiled w
alls and cream

 ceiling. 
In the m

iddle —
 still on the sam

e w
heeled stretcher of 

alum
inium

, since it had been thought best not to take the 
risk of m

oving him
 on to an operating table —

 the P
resident 

121 
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of the U
nited S

tates lay on his back, dying. A
 huge lam

p 
flooded his face w

ith pale light. 
P

erry noticed a young w
om

an in a pink dress, shrunk 
b
ack

 ag
ain

st th
e w

all. S
h
e stay

ed
 th

ere p
erfectly

 still, 
saying nothing, her eyes fixed on K

ennedy's face. T
here 

w
as b

lo
o
d
 o

n
 h

er d
ress, o

n
 . th

e stretch
er, an

d
 in

 g
reat 

quantities on the floor. T
he pool w

ent on grow
ing. M

ixed 
w

ith
 th

e b
lo

o
d
 w

as b
rain

 tissu
e, an

d
 o

n
 a n

earb
y
 tab

le 
P

erry noted a fragm
ent of the P

resident's brain alm
ost an 

inch thick. 
D

r C
arrico

 h
ad

 cu
t aw

ay
 th

e P
resid

en
t's jack

et, sh
irt 

and cotton vest. 
"H

o
w

 b
ig

 h
e is, th

e P
resid

en
t. M

u
ch

 b
ig

g
er th

an
 I'd

 
h
av

e th
o
u
g
h
t . ." w

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 P

erry
's m

in
d
. H

e u
n
-

b
u
tto

n
ed

 th
e rest o

f th
e p

laid
 sp

o
rts jack

et, an
d
 th

rew
 it 

dow
n near the pool of blood. T

hen he held out his hands to 
a young nurse, w

ho put on the rubber gloves. 
O

ne thought obsessed him
: H

ere in front of m
e is the one 

m
an m

ost im
portant to the w

orld's destiny . . . H
is life depends on 

m
e . . . A

nd m
entally he w

ent over all he had ever learned 
of the technique of resuscitation. 

O
U

T
S

ID
E

, IN
 

th
e an

te-ro
o
m

, jo
u
rn

alist D
o
u
g
las K

ik
er, 

o
v
erco

m
e b

y
 em

o
tio

n
, tu

rn
ed

 th
e co

rn
er so

 fast th
at h

e 
collided w

ith a negro m
ale nurse w

ho w
as carrying a large 

dish of boiled potatoes. T
he negro staggered, the boiled 

potatoes show
ered dow

n on the flagstones, and K
iker, the 

m
ale n

u
rse, an

d
 S

ecret S
erv

ice m
en

 g
u
ard

in
g
 T

rau
m

a 
R

oom
 t nil hurried to pick them

 up. 
K

iker w
as still on his knees w

hen he saw
 the outline of the 

black silhouette of a soutane. It w
as the R

everend O
scar 

H
u
b
er, o

f th
e S

o
ciety

 o
f Jesu

s, p
riest o

f H
o
ly

 T
rin

ity
 

ch
u
rch

. H
e w

as acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 F

ath
er T

h
o
m

p
so

n
, h

is 
assistant. 	

• 
"N

o, no-one told m
e to com

e. B
ut the hospital area is in 
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o
u
r p

arish
. I w

as at th
e ed

g
e o

f th
e m

o
to

rw
ay

 w
ith

 th
e 

children of m
y school ... W

e saw
 all the confusion. S

o I 
took the children back to school, and then the television 
an

n
o
u
n
ced

 ru
m

o
u
rs o

f an
 assassin

atio
n
 attem

p
t. S

o
 I 

cam
e . .." 

D
R

 C
H

A
R

L
E

S
 

Jam
es C

arrico
, a tw

en
ty

-eig
h
t-y

ear-o
ld

 
internee, w

ho had qualified in 1962, had been the first to 
exam

ine the P
resident, at tw

elve-forty-three. 
A

ll th
e d

o
cto

rs o
n
 d

u
ty

 th
at trag

ic F
rid

ay
 m

ad
e im

-
m

ed
iate an

d
 sep

arate d
etailed

 rep
o
rts o

f w
h
at th

ey
 h

ad
 

d
o
n
e an

d
 th

eir o
b
serv

atio
n
s. It is o

n
 an

 ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f 
these reports, a historical docum

ent of inestim
able value, 

th
at th

is acco
u
n
t is b

ased
. T

h
e F

ed
eral p

o
lice an

d
 th

e 
S

ecret S
ervice did not take them

 over —
 one does not know

 
w

hy. P
erhaps they w

ere unaw
are of this m

edical practice. 
T

h
ere are v

ery
 stro

n
g
 reaso

n
s fo

r u
n
certain

ty
 as to

 th
e 

num
ber of bullets w

hich actually w
ounded K

ennedy; and 
upon their num

ber depends the validity of the theory of a 
single assassin. T

herefore these reports constitute the only 
authentic and irrefutable evidence. 

S
o —

 according to D
r C

arrico —
 w

hen the patient entered 
T

raum
a R

oom
 t he w

as already dying; there w
ere som

e 
effo

rts to
 b

reath
e, an

d
 u

n
certain

 h
eartb

eats co
u
ld

 b
e 

detected by auscultation. T
he young doctor took im

m
ediate 

note of tw
o external w

ounds. O
ne w

as low
 dow

n at the 
back of the neck. P

art of the brain tissue had been expelled 
from

 the other, larger one; therefore the bullet m
ust have 

entered at the front of the head. 
T

h
e d

o
cto

r in
serted

 an
 en

d
o
trach

eal tu
b
e in

to
 th

e 
throat in order to facilitate artificial respiration. E

xam
ining 

the inside of the throat w
ith a laryngoscope, he at once saw

 
an appalling w

ound in the trachea, below
 the larynx. T

he 
tu

b
e w

as p
u
sh

ed
 b

ey
o
n
d
 th

is laceratio
n
, an

d
 artificial 

respiration began. A
ir w

as forced into the P
resident's lungs 

_V_ 
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solution, also called "w
hite blood", w

hich is injected w
hile 

aw
aiting blood transfusion. T

he flask of 0 N
egative blood 

arrived alm
ost im

m
ediately after, and the change-over w

as 
m

ade. N
o one w

ill ever know
 w

ho gave his blood to the 
P

resid
en

t; th
e flask

 w
as lab

elled
 "u

n
iv

ersal d
o
n
o
r" -

anonym
ous. 

W
hen the nurse had the door opened to bring in the blood-

bottle, a big, strong, broad-shouldered m
an tried to force his 

w
ay into the room

. B
ut the S

ecret S
ervice m

an on guard at 
the door knocked him

' dow
n w

ith ,a vicious upper-cut. 
"I'm

 fro
m

 th
e R

B
I," p

ro
tested

 th
e n

ew
co

m
er, g

ettin
g

 
up on his knees and w

aving his w
arrant card. "I've got to 

telephone J. E
dgar H

oover." B
ut the S

ecret S
ervice had 

paralysed the w
hole telephone netw

ork at D
allas; he had to 

w
ait ten m

inutes before he could get through. 

T
H

E
 T

H
R

O
A

T
 w

ound w
as such that m

ixed blood and air 
w

ere co
m

p
ressed

 in
sid

e th
e ch

est. D
r P

erry
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 

operate and called for a scalpel. H
e intended to perform

 a 
tracheotom

y; that is, to open the throat below
 the w

ound 
and insert a tube into the respiratory tract so as to be able 
to pum

p out the blood and air in the lungs, w
hich otherw

ise 
w

ould sm
other the patient. 

P
E

R
R

Y
 S

A
W

 nothing now
 but the appalling w

ound; and, 
beyond, deep in the shadow

s, the face of a w
om

an, still as a 
statue, w

hose eyes w
ere fixed upon him

. 
K

ennedy had not been anaesthetised; that w
ould have 

been superfluous —
 he no longer felt anything. M

alcolm
 

P
erry

 h
ad

 satisfied
 h

im
self fro

m
 th

e start th
at th

e first 
bullet had rendered the P

resident unconscious. K
ennedy 

never knew
 w

hat had happened to him
 som

e seconds after 
tw

elve-thirty-one. 
T

he front of the m
obile stretcher had been w

inched up 
in order to place K

ennedy in a slightly tilted position —
 so 

1
2

4
 •
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• by m
eans of an electric air pum

p; later' hand pum
ps w

ere 
used, for greater speed. 

A
t the sam

e tim
e, a lactate solution w

as injected intra-
venously in the patient's right leg. A

' nurse took a sam
ple of 

the P
resident's blood: O

R
h N

egative. 
It is usual in A

m
erica to w

ear a bracelet or carry a card 
indicating one's blood-group. T

he P
resident had neither.' 

N
o-one had thought of asking him

 to take this vital pre-
caution. H

ow
ever, a bottle of this type of blood w

as im
-

m
ediately obtained from

 the hospital blood-bank. 

IT
 W

A
S

 at this m
om

ent that D
r P

erry arrived. H
e realised 

• 
at o

n
ce th

at h
is task

 w
as an

 im
p
o
ssib

le o
n
e, th

at h
e w

as 
b
ein

g
 ask

ed
 to

 d
o
 m

iracles. H
is p

atien
t w

as n
o
 lo

n
g
er 

breathing. T
he chest w

as still, the' back of the head half-
shattered, and blood w

as pouring out over the stretcher and 
on to the floor. It is difficult, to im

agine the dam
age that 

can be done by a rifle bullet. 
"S

end out an urgent call for D
octors C

lark, M
cC

lelland 
an

d
 B

ax
ter," h

e cried
 to

 o
n

e o
f th

e th
ree n

u
rses p

resen
t. 

H
e S

had not realised that D
r B

axter, another surgeon, w
as 

behind him
; D

r Jones w
as also present. 

D
r C

arrico
 n

o
w

 rem
em

b
ered

 h
av

in
g
 read

 so
m

ew
h
ere 

th
at K

en
n
ed

y
 su

ffered
 fro

m
 an

 ad
ren

al d
eficien

cy
, a 

m
alfunction of the kidneys. H

e suggested another injection, 
O

f liq
u
id

 co
rtiso

n
e. D

r Jo
n
es m

ad
e an

 in
cisio

n
 in

 th
e 

patient's arm
 and inserted a' second tube. D

r C
urtis arrived 

m
eanw

hile, and took charge of the intravenous injection h
i 

the leg. 
In cases as serious as this, the m

edical staff of the hospital 
autom

atically go to the C
asualty room

, in accordance w
ith 

a w
ell-w

o
rk

ed
-o

u
t p

lan
 w

h
o
se tim

in
g
 is calcu

lated
 in

 
tenths of a second. In those short eighteen m

inutes, fifteen 
doctors w

ere thus to com
e to the P

resident's side. 
W

h
at w

as p
u
m

p
ed

 in
to

 h
is v

ein
s w

as a R
inger lactate 



1
2
6
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

that the blood m
ight be helped to return to the heart. N

ow
 

D
r M

cC
lelland, another surgeon, noted that air-bubbles 

w
ere escap

in
g
 fro

m
 th

e p
atien

t's m
o
u
th

 . .. in
d
icatin

g
 a 

hole in the lung. 
D

r P
eters, assistant professor in urology, therefore in-

serted a tube in the upper part of the right lung, just under 
the shoulder; w

hile D
r C

harles C
rem

shaw
, an internee, did 

the sam
e on the other side. A

 nasogastric tube w
as passed• 

into the stom
ach. 

D
R

 
W

IL
L

IA
M

 K
E

M
P

 C
L

A
R

K
, doyen of the neurosurgical 

d
ep

artm
en

t, an
d
 h

ig
h
est-ran

k
in

g
 o

f th
o
se p

resen
t at th

e 
hospital, w

as lecturing to his pupils at the tim
e of the alarm

. 
H

e w
as the last to arrive in T

raum
a R

oom
 I —

 five m
inutes 

after the rest. 
H

e at once established that there w
as no longer a pulse. 

"K
ennedy's pupils w

ere w
idely dilated and fixed glassily 

on the light-bulb. T
he eyes w

ere divergent, there w
as no 

reflex
 o

f th
e ten

d
o
n
 —

 th
at is to

 say
, th

e m
u
scle at th

e 
b
o
tto

m
 o

f th
e leg

 (called
 th

e A
ch

illes h
eel). 

A
ny m

edical 
student w

ould know
 w

hat that m
eant!" 

D
R

 C
L

A
R

K
 w

an
ted

 to
 sp

eak
 to

 M
alco

lm
 P

erry
, b

u
t th

e 
latter stopped him

 w
ith a quick m

ovem
ent and w

ith a look 
indicated Jacqueline, still flattened against the w

all. P
erry 

had guessed w
hat D

r C
lark w

as about to say. 
C

lark w
ent over to M

rs K
ennedy and said in a polite but 

authoritarian tone: 
"W

ouldn't you rather leave, M
adam

?" 
B

ut w
ithout m

oving her lips Jacqueline answ
ered firm

ly: 

M
E

A
N

W
H

IL
E

, D
R

 Jenkins, aided by D
octors G

iesecke and 
H

u
n
t, h

ad
 set u

p
 an

 an
aesth

etic m
ach

in
e to

 p
u
m

p
 p

u
re 

oxygen into the patient's lungs. 	
• 
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D
r C

lark began artificial respiration as a last resort, to 
try to resuscitate K

ennedy, pressing the chest w
ith both 

hands in regular rhythm
. T

hen he asked for a "torpedo", 
m

eaning, in hospital slang, a m
achine for m

easuring the 
m

ovem
ent of the heart. T

hey are show
n on a screen, like 

radar, a lum
inous oscillating line representing the heart-

b
eats. B

u
t th

e little g
reen

 lin
e rem

ain
ed

 ap
p
allin

g
ly

 as 
level as a calm

, m
id-sum

m
er sea. 

D
r C

lark stopped his w
ork; and forgetting Jacqueline's 

presence exclaim
ed in despair: 

"M
ac, it's too late . . ." (M

ac is a very fam
iliar A

m
erican 

ex
p
ressio

n
, lik

e callin
g
 so

m
eo

n
e "o

ld
 m

an
". N

ev
er, in

 
norm

al circum
stances, w

ould D
r C

lark have used it to a 
colleague). 

It w
as tw

elve-fifty. 
B

ut P
erry w

ouldn't listen. H
e began furiously to con-

tinue w
orking on the chest. S

w
eat poured from

 his fore-
head, still he w

ent on. A
t one point, he shouted: 

"F
or G

od's sake, som
eone give m

e a stool." 
D

r G
iesecke brought one at once, and P

erry continued 
his w

ork. 
D

r C
lark had asked,  for a precise cardiogram

. D
r F

ouad 
A

. B
ashoU

r, a L
ebanese doing a term

 as associate professor 
in

 card
io

lo
g
y
, w

as in
fo

rm
ed

 b
y
 telep

h
o
n
e, an

d
 at o

n
ce 

brought in an oscilloscope. H
e w

as accom
panied by D

r 
D

onald S
eldin, doyen of internee staff. 

D
r C

lark
 n

o
w

 ex
am

in
ed

 th
e w

o
u
n
d
s. T

h
e o

n
e in

 th
e 

occiput, the back of the head, w
as very large; part of the 

skull had been shattered. H
e found a bullet on the stretcher, 

doubtless fallen from
 one of the w

ounds during the surgical 
treatm

ent. 
T

h
ere w

as b
lo

o
d
 ev

ery
w

h
ere: m

o
re th

an
 1

,5
0
o
 c.c., 

according to C
lark's estim

ate. T
here w

as a sm
all hole at 

the back of the m
iddle of the neck, and the huge w

ound in 
the throat. 
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T
he doctors of P

arkland H
ospital are accustom

ed to the 
sight of gunshot w

ounds; the T
exans' are alw

ays shooting 
each other. T

here w
as no doubt in the opinions of C

lark, 
P

erry and the rest that one bullet entering from
 the front 

had caused the throat w
ound. 

D
r B

ashour had attached the electrodes of the oscillo-
graph to K

ennedy's w
rists. P

erry continued to give artificial 
respiration like one possessed. H

e w
as sw

eating heavily, the 
d

ro
p

s fallin
g

 u
p

o
n

 th
e red

 ch
est' o

f th
e P

resid
en

t. A
n

 
attendant stood by w

ith tw
o w

ooden batons, used in such 
cases to pound the patient so that the shock m

ay re-start 
the heart-beat. 

T
he oscillograph rem

ained still. 
D

r W
illiam

 K
em

p
 C

lark
 p

u
t o

u
t a h

an
d

 an
d

 sto
p

p
ed

 
M

alco
lm

 P
erry

. It w
as o

n
e o

'clo
ck

 ex
actly

 b
y

 th
e IB

M
 

electric clock on the grey w
all of the room

. 
John F

itzgerald K
ennedy w

as officially pronounced dead. 
It w

as then that M
rs K

ennedy said: "C
all a priest." 

D
r Jenkins cut off the flow

 of oxygen. 
K

ennedy w
as dressed only in his trousers and the support 

w
orn for his injured back. D

r B
axter w

ent and got a clean 
sheet, and w

ith the help of D
r Jenkins gently drew

 it over 
the P

resident's body. 
T

he floor w
as strew

n w
ith bottles, flasks, labels, cotton-

w
ool, bandages and blood. 
D

r P
eters gathered up K

ennedy's shoes, and put them
 on 

his clothes, piled on a little steel cupboard. 

O
U

T
S

ID
E

, S
IT

T
IN

G
 o

n
 a fo

rm
, face in

 h
an

d
s, in

 a state o
f 

great shock, w
as L

yndon B
aines Johnson. H

e
 d

id
 n

o
t y

et 
know

 that he had becom
e the thirty-sixth president of the 

U
nited S

tates of A
m

erica. 

R
ight, the flag-draped 

P
resident's casket is 

carried by m
em

bers of 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

S
ervices on the 

beginning of its journey 
to W

ashington's S
t 

M
atth

ew
's C

ath
ed

ral. 
B

elow
, the procession 

leaves the C
apitol 

a 
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at the sam
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e as the R
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scar L
. H

uber, Jacque- 
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T
he new

 P
resident, L

yndon Johnson, and his w
ife 'leave the M

ass 
at S

t M
atth

ew
's C

ath
ed

ral w
ith

 b
o
w

ed
 h

ead
s 

`si v
iv

o
, k

G
0
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E
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B
S

O
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V
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line K
ennedy w

ent tow
arcts the stretcher. T

he sheet did not 
cover the feet. Jacqueline kissed the toes of the right foot. 
T

hen she took three steps 'forw
ard and stood at the right of 

h
er h

u
sb

an
d
's h

ead
. T

h
e p

riest h
ad

 lifted
 th

e lin
en

 in
 

order to uncover and tough the face. 
"P

lease accept m
y deepest sym

pathy, M
adam

," he said. 
"T

hank you, F
ather . . ." 

T
he R

everend H
uber had never before seen the P

resi-
dent, except on television. 

"K
ennedy looked dead, B

ut I w
as told that there m

ight 
still be a faint heart-beat. I didn't w

ant to ask questions in 
front of his w

ife. S
o I began the conditional rites." T

hese 
rites are accorded by the catholic C

hurch w
hen a person is 

u
n

co
n

scio
u

s, an
d

 in
cap

ab
le o

f receiv
in

g
 th

e fu
ll rite o

f 
absolution. 

"Si vivis —
 If thou livest —

John F
itzgerald K

ennedy, 
Ego to absolvo ab om

nibus censuris et peccatis, in nom
ine Patris, et 

F
ilii et Spiritus Sancti," said the Jesuit F

ather, extending his 
hands to m

ake the sign of the cross on the P
resident's fore-

head.. 
"A

m
en," m

urm
ured Jacqueline. 

T
hen w

ith his finger F
ather H

uber traced another cross 
. in holy oil: 

"P
er istam

 sanctam
 U

nctionem
 indulgeat tibi D

om
inus quidquid 

deliquisti. A
m

en." T
hen, finally: 

"E
go, facultate m

ihi ab A
postolica Side tributa, indulgentiam

 
plenarium

 et rem
issionem

 om
nium

 peccatorium
 tibi concedo, et 

benedicto te. In nom
ine P

aris . . . 
"G

ive him
 eternal rest, O

h L
ord," the priest w

ent on in 
E

nglish. 
"A

nd m
ay perpetual light shine upon him

," responded 
Jacqueline. T

hen she said: 
"T

hank you for your care of the P
resident." 

"I am
 persuaded," the priest said, "that the soul had not 

yet left the body. T
his last sacram

ent w
as valid . . ." 
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Jacqueline w
as then left alone in T

raum
a R

oom
 i. N

ow
 

John belonged to her. 
• 

O
U

T
S

ID
E

, IN
 the ante-room

, the feverish im
patience of the 

journalists w
as getting out of hand. T

hey sw
arm

ed round 
the priest. 

"Y
es, the P

resident is dead, gentlem
en . ." 	

. . 
B

ut the w
orld w

as not yet to know
 it. T

he S
ecret S

ervice 
still blocked the telephones. 

T
he doctors w

ere conferring in one of the nearby room
s. 

W
ho S

hould sign the death certificate? It w
as decided that 

this should fall to C
lark, since officially the cause of death 

w
as the destruction of the nervous system

. 
In T

raum
a R

oom
 2, G

overnor C
onnally w

as saved by a 
team

 of five doctors. H
e w

as w
ounded in the chest, arm

 and 
th

ig
h
 b

y
 th

e sm
ile b

u
llet. H

e w
as d

eclared
 o

u
t o

f im
-

m
ediate danger som

e m
inutes after one o'clock. 

B
ut the doctors of P

arkland H
ospital had not yet finished 

th
eir lab

o
u

rs. A
n

 h
o

u
r an

d
 a h

alf later, th
e b

o
d

y
 o

f a 
policem

an w
as brought to them

: T
ippitt. H

e w
as declared 

D
O

A
 (D

ead on A
rrival). 

B
ill G

reer, the presidential chauffeur, looked through the 
telephone book. H

e stopped at one page, rang a num
ber. 

"O
n
eal F

u
n
eral H

o
m

e," rep
lied

 a v
o
ice, th

at o
f th

e 
ow

ner him
self, V

ernon B
. O

neal, living at 3206 O
ak L

aw
n, 

.1) right opposite F
ather H

uber's church. 
"T

his is the S
ecret S

ervice. P
lease select the best casket 

• yo
u
 h

av
e in

 sto
ck

 an
d
 b

rin
g
 it h

ere as fast 'as h
u
m

an
ly

 
possible. It is for the P

resident of the U
nited S

tates." 
Jacqueline w

as still alone w
ith her husband. S

he bent 
to kiss first his cheek, then his hands. R

ound his neck she 
saw

 a m
edal of S

t C
hristopher. S

he w
ould have liked to take 

it w
ith her, but then she rem

em
bered . . . 

John, to w
hom

 she had given a sim
ilar m

edal, had put it 
into the coffin of little P

atrick. H
e had asked her to give 
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h
im

 an
o

th
er fo

r th
eir w

ed
d

in
g

 an
n

iv
ersary

, w
h

ich
 h

ad
 

been a m
onth after the infant's death. 

T
his m

edal belonged to John. S
he could not put it into 

his coffin as a rem
em

brance of her. H
e w

ould w
ant som

e-
thing specifically hers, som

ething he had loved . . . 
S

o she took off her w
edding ring and put it on John's 

finger. 

IT
 W

A
S

 one o'clock in the afternoon in D
allas. 

In W
ashington, in their little blue and pink room

s at the 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se,. Jo

h
n
-Jo

h
n
 an

d
 C

aro
lin

e still slep
t lik

e 
angels. 
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`M
um

m
y, W

hy isn't there any 
M

ickey M
ouse on the T

elevision?' 

M
A

R
IE

 W
IL

S
O

N
, S

E
C

R
E

T
A

R
Y

 IO
 a N

ew
 Y

ork law
yer, w

as 
m

onotonously typing a conveyance,, in her office on the 
. fifty-seventh floor of the E

m
pire S

tate B
uilding. S

he had 
left the radio sw

itched on, since it helped m
ake her w

ork 
a little less b

o
rin

g
. S

u
d
d
en

ly
 a F

ran
k
 S

in
atra so

n
g
 w

as 
broken off, and a new

sflash w
as announced —

 a special 
bulletin, as they say in A

m
erica. 

"O
h

 d
ear," said

 M
arie W

ilso
n

 to
 h

erself im
p

atien
tly

, 
"they're going to tell us that the E

ast F
reew

ay is jam
m

ed, 
or that som

e H
arlem

 school is in uproar . . . T
hey do pile 

it on w
ith their `bulletins'." S

he w
as about to tw

ist the knob 
w

hen the w
ord "K

ennedy" stopped her. 
"It is reported that P

resident K
ennedy has been shot at 

in D
allas," said the announcer. "N

othing serious. W
e w

ill 
keep you inform

ed." 
It m

ust, thought M
arie W

ilson, be som
e sort of bad joke. 

P
erhaps one of the office-boys had set up a m

icrophone on 
the m

ain aerial of the sky-scraper, w
hich feeds all the radios 

and television sets in the building. O
r perhaps it w

as one of 
th

o
se d

iab
o
lical sto

ries m
ad

e u
p
 b

y
 jo

u
rn

alists sh
o
rt o

f 
"copy". S

till, she snatched up the telephone; her reaction 
w

as that of hundreds of thousands, of m
illions of A

m
ericans. 

B
u
t th

e telep
h
o
n
e lin

es w
ere b

lo
ck

ed
. • 

It w
as one-forty-five, N

ew
 Y

ork tim
e. 

It w
ill not be know

n w
ith any certainty for som

e years if 
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th

e b
lock

in
g of telep

h
on

e com
m

u
n

ication
 w

as d
u

e to th
e 

fact th
at th

e ap
p

aratu
s, lin

es an
d

 em
p

loyees w
ere over-

strain
ed

 – th
e w

h
ole U

.S
.A

. w
as tryin

g to call relation
s, 

friends, new
spapers, radio and television stations, the police 

and the P
entagon – or if orders had com

e from
 high places. 

T
h

is cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 p

art of th
e p

lan
s for cop

in
g w

ith
 a 

national em
ergency; to avoid panic; to reserve the lines for 

th
e u

se of th
e organ

s of n
ation

al an
d

 civil d
efen

ce, an
d

 to 
p

reven
t th

eir u
se b

y an
 h

yp
oth

etical in
vad

er. 

T
H

E
 P

E
N

T
A

G
O

N
, that fortress on the edge of the dem

arca-
tion

 lin
e b

etw
een

 W
ash

in
gton

 an
d

 th
e S

tate of V
irgin

ia, 
h

ad
 b

een
 d

irectly in
form

ed
 b

y G
en

eral G
od

frey T
. M

c-
H

u
gh

, th
e P

resid
en

t's m
ilitary aide-de-cam

p. H
e u

sed
 a

n
 

A
rm

y tran
sm

itter w
h

ich
 w

as in h
is car, op

eratin
g u

p
on

 a 
sp

ecial w
ave-len

gth
. S

ecret P
lan

 "
F

"
 of th

e W
ilson

 C
od

e, 
"

In
cap

acity of th
e R

u
ler"

, cam
e in

to op
eration

. (T
h

is w
as 

so nam
ed because P

resident W
ilson w

as for a long tim
e be-

fore h
is d

eath
 alm

ost en
tirely u

n
ab

le to tak
e d

ecision
s – in

 
practice, and secretly, his w

ife, E
dith, ruled in his place.) 

In
 th

e treb
ly-b

arricad
ed

 corrid
ors at th

e h
eart of th

e 
b

u
ild

in
g, th

e O
fficers of th

e D
ay op

en
ed

 sealed
 en

velop
es 

givin
g em

ergen
cy ord

ers, w
h

ile cou
riers w

arn
ed

 th
e fou

r 
Service chiefs: A

rm
y, A

ir F
orce, N

avy and M
arines. 

A
lm

ost at on
ce, th

e gian
t m

ach
in

es of th
e S

trategic A
ir 

C
om

m
an

d
 at O

m
ah

a took
 off, th

eir atom
ic an

d
 h

yd
rogen

 
b

om
b

s read
y arm

ed
. P

lan
es ou

t on
 p

atrol (th
ere is at least 

on
e atom

-b
om

b
er alw

ays in
 th

e air) w
ere ord

ered
 to m

id
-

A
tlan

tic. T
h

e N
avy sen

t ou
t a "

red
"

 sign
al to su

b
m

arin
es 

arm
ed w

ith P
olaris. 

W
h

ile th
e rad

io con
tin

u
ed

 to d
en

y th
e very ru

m
ou

rs it 
h

ad
 h

elp
ed

 to start – th
at K

en
n

ed
y's con

d
ition

 w
as grave, 

an
d

 even
 th

at h
e w

as d
ead

 – th
e P

en
tagon

 u
n

d
erw

en
t th

e 
m

ost serious crisis of the post-w
ar years; although there w

ere 
few

 officers w
ho really believed that the P

resident could be 
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dead. T
o them

, as to all A
m

ericans, such an idea seem
ed 

absurd. 
A

t th
e P

en
tag

o
n
, w

h
ere ev

ery
th

in
g
 is p

lan
n
ed

 fo
r 

ah
ead

 in
. m

in
u
test d

etail, th
e id

ea o
f a p

lo
t h

ad
 alread

y
 

been considered. T
he P

resident m
ight be kidnapped; false 

new
s broadcast by a group of revolutionaries; above all, 

there m
ight be a S

oviet, or at least a C
uban invasion. 

T
he D

allas assassination attem
pt m

ight be no m
ore than 

a prelude to such an invasion. It could be just part of a plot 
by S

outherners m
ad enough to try to seize pow

er —
 rather 

like the conspirators of July uoth, 1944 in G
erm

any, attack-
ing B

erlin in the belief that S
tauffenberg had succeeded in 

elim
inating A

dolf H
itler. 

T
he possibility of a S

oviet invasion is certainly a rem
ote 

one, but thanks to its "electronic brains" the P
entagon had 

alread
y
 v

isu
alised

 th
at a su

rp
rise attack

 o
n
 th

e lin
es o

f 
P

earl H
arb

o
u
r co

u
ld

 start w
ith

 su
ch

 an
 assassin

atio
n
 

attem
pt. T

he S
oviets w

ould launch a few
 rockets, announce 

that others w
ere on the w

ay, and at the sam
e tim

e present 
an insulting ultim

atum
. 

A
 W

ashington w
ithout a president —

 and, it seem
ed, per-

haps w
ithout an effective V

ice-P
resident either, since the 

m
ost contradictory rum

ours w
ere circulating about him

 -
w

ould have the greatest difficulty in facing up to the S
oviet 

dem
ands. T

here w
as also the chaos paralysing the capital ... 

T
he A

m
ericans have invented the m

ost am
azing things, 

b
u

t a m
ere h

eav
y

 fall o
f sn

o
w

 can
 b

rin
g

 all activ
ity

 to
 a 

halt. T
he confusion w

as such that it w
ould m

ost probably 
have been difficult if not im

possible to carry out the plans 
prepared by the governm

ent against a•national em
ergency. 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t is b

o
th

 C
o

m
m

an
d

er-in
-C

h
ief an

d
 so

le 
arbiter of the retaliatory atom

ic forces. H
e alone has the 

right to order the unleashing of the system
 of nuclear an-

nihilation w
hich constitutes the sole m

eans (at any rate for 
the A

m
erican strategists) of deterring a, S

oviet aggression. 
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H

is successor, Johnson, w
as not for the m

om
ent in ,a 

position to take on those responsibilities. In the first place, 
h
e h

ad
 n

o
t y

et b
een

 sw
o
rn

 in
. In

 ad
d
itio

n
, m

an
y
 h

ig
h
 

officers m
ight w

ell have refused to take orders from
 him

; 
th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e in
sisted

 o
n
 h

earin
g
 K

en
n
ed

y
's v

o
ice, 

suspecting som
e ruse by the enem

y. T
he "enem

y", after all, 
could have m

ade up the w
hole story of an assassination, and 

be now
 trying to throw

 the various com
m

anders into con-
fusion —

 either by cutting them
 off from

 each other, or by 
leading them

 into the trap of provoking an isolated act of 
aggression w

hich w
ould justify m

assive S
oviet reaction. 

("Iso
lated

" b
ecau

se in
 su

ch
 circu

m
stan

ces th
e co

m
-

m
anders are not in touch w

ith each other, and do not know
 

if the order for retaliation is general.) 
C

ertainly, there are at the P
entagon very secret instruc-

tions transferring the presidential pow
ers to the C

hiefs of 
the G

eneral S
taff in the event of a president's sudden death. 

It is obviously im
possible to know

 the details of such plans. 
B

ut no one is sure that they are really effective. 
T

he "hot" teleprinter line allow
ing direct com

m
unica-

tion betw
een the P

entagon and the K
rem

lin rem
ained un-

used on that day. K
ruschev did not initiate any enquiries; 

he w
as probably as m

uch taken by surprise as the rest of the 
w

orld. A
nd no-one thought of inform

ing him
 personally of 

w
h

at h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 in

 D
allas. F

irst o
f all b

ecau
se o

n
ly

 
K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 th

e au
th

o
rity

 to
 m

ak
e u

se o
f th

e tele-
printer; secondly, because the m

en of the P
entagon feared 

that the very act of inform
ing the S

oviets m
ight give them

 
the idea of profiting from

 the situation and deciding upon 
an offensive. 

P
erhaps, then, the w

orld can find one consolation am
ong 

th
e m

isfo
rtu

n
es o

f th
at d

ay
: th

e b
elief th

at th
e S

o
v

iet 
P

rem
ier is sincere, at any rate for the m

om
ent, w

hen he 
claim

s to
 w

an
t p

eace. F
o

r if K
ru

sch
ev

 h
ad

 d
esired

 th
e 

destruction of the U
nited S

tates, F
ate had given him

 then 
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an unhoped-for opportunity. H
e could have had A

m
erica 

at his.  m
ercy —

 or at least have m
ade the attem

pt, like the 
Jap

an
ese at P

earl H
arb

o
u
r, b

y
 ex

p
lo

itin
g
 th

e ap
p
allin

g
 

situation. 
B

etw
een

 th
e tim

e w
h
en

 th
e P

resid
en

t's d
eath

 b
ecam

e 
g
en

erally
 k

n
o
w

n
, an

d
 th

at o
f h

is su
ccesso

r's arriv
al in

 
W

ashington, the K
rem

lin could have turned the w
orld up-

side dow
n. It w

ould not even have been necessary to have 
attack

ed
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. T

h
ey

 co
u
ld

 h
av

e o
ccu

p
ied

 
B

erlin, forced the D
ardanelles, m

enaced Japan and taken 
S

aigon. 
A

ll that in several hours ? 
A

m
erican strategists are alw

ays saying that it could be 
done. 

IN
 S

P
IT

E
 of the still silent telephone lines, the radio suc-

ceeded in getting together bits of new
s on w

hat had hap-
pened at D

allas —
 incom

plete, certainly, often contradictory 
an

d
 alw

ay
s m

u
ch

 m
o
re o

p
tim

istic th
an

 th
e reality

. T
h
e 

great num
ber of private transm

itters —
 in S

ecret S
ervice 

cars, taxis, police offices and the radio stations them
selves -

allow
ed m

essages sent "in clear" to be heard, and reports 
received from

 correspondents on the spot. 
T

he first indication of the gravity of the situation w
as the 

n
ew

s th
at G

o
v
ern

o
r C

o
n
n
ally

 h
ad

 b
een

 tak
en

 to
 th

e 
h
o
sp

ital's o
p
eratin

g
 th

eatre, w
h
ile P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 

still rem
ain

ed
 in

 th
e E

m
erg

en
cy

 ro
o
m

. T
h
is m

u
st m

ean
 

th
at h

is co
n
d
itio

n
 w

as so
 serio

u
s th

at h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e 
m

oved. 
W

ork in offices stopped. P
eople began to gather on the 

corners of 5th A
venue in N

ew
 Y

ork, W
ilshire B

oulevard 
in L

os A
ngeles, on the F

isherm
an W

harf at S
an F

rancisco, 
in

 statio
n
s an

d
 airp

o
rts, an

d
 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e w

in
d
o
w

s o
f 

television shops. T
een-age possessors' of transistor radios, 

n
o
rm

ally
 h

eld
 in

 h
o
rro

r, w
ere su

rro
u
n
d
ed

. S
o
m

e sh
o
p
s 
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shut their doors. T

axi-drivers w
ent hom

e. H
arlem

 w
as in a 

h
u
b
b
u
b
, b

eliev
in

g
 th

at th
e D

allas n
eg

ro
es h

ad
 b

een
 

m
assacred. 
T

hus began a paralysis of A
m

erican life w
hich w

as to go on 
for four days, and w

hich caused a loss of over $1,000,000,000 
in national revenue. 

T
h
ere w

as a sh
arp

 fall o
n
 W

all S
treet, m

o
re th

an
 six

 
m

illion shares changing hands. T
he D

ow
 Jones index, a sort 

of S
tock M

arket barom
eter, fell by 21.16 points in half an 

hour. S
uch a fall h ad not been recorded since M

ay 28th, 
1962, w

hen it w
as by 34.95 —

 causing fears of another such 
crash as in 1928. T

he B
oard of G

overnors of the N
ew

 Y
ork 

S
tock E

xchange ordered a closure at 2.9 p.m
., thus ending 

a situation w
hich could have finished in a financial panic. 

L
ater, an enquiry revealed that in spite of plans for keeping 

share dealings steady som
e pow

erful interests had specu-
lated on the fall. F

or them
, the D

allas dram
a w

as nothing 
m

ore than just another chance to get rich. 

IN
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

, G
erry B

ehn, head of the W
hite H

ouse 
sp

ecial d
etail, w

as o
n
e o

f th
e first p

eo
p
le to

 k
n
o
w

 fo
r 

certain
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's d

eath
, in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 an

 ag
en

t in
 

D
allas. H

e at once sent six m
en to the C

apitol —
 the his-

toric hom
e of the S

enate and H
ouse of R

epresentatives. 
T

he "gorillas" burst into the offices of the S
peaker of the 

H
ouse, John W

. M
cC

orm
ack; the clerks thought they w

ere 
b
ein

g
 raid

ed
 b

y
 g

an
g
sters. B

u
t M

cC
o
rm

ack
 h

ad
 b

een
 

w
arned by telephone. 
T

he law
 of succession, am

ended in 1947, provides that 
in the event of the incapacity or death of both president and 
vice-president, it is the S

peaker of the H
ouse of R

epresenta-
tives, as highest in the heirarchy of the electoral system

, w
ho 

autom
atically becom

es P
resident of the U

nited S
tates. (T

he 
S

enate has no S
peaker, the vice-president acting as one 

there). 
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.A
 m

echanised unit from
 the W

ashington garrison w
as 

O
rdered to speed to the C

apitol. 
• W

ith a presence of m
ind w

hich w
ould have been m

ore 

useful in D
allas, the S

ecret S
ervice m

en took routine pre-

cautions. T
hey entered the N

ational' C
athedral S

chbol for 

G
irls, and w

ent into one of the classes. T
hey ordered L

uci 

B
aines, L

yndon Johnson's younger daughter, to go w
ith them

. ' 

.S
h
e.N

v
as tak

en
 h

o
m

e, an
d
 th

e h
o
u
se p

u
t in

to
 a state o

f" 

siege. In A
ustin, the capital of T

exas, others w
ent to the 

U
n
iv

ersity
, lo

o
k

in
g

 fo
r L

y
n
d

a, th
e h

ead
stro

n
g
 eld

er 

d
au

g
h
ter. S

h
e w

as w
ith

 h
er b

o
y
-frien

d
; B

ern
ard

 R
o
sen

; 

bach, a young naval officer. A
nd w

hat if the young m
an 

had put up any resistance to this strange kidnapping? 
"W

e'd
 h

av
e k

n
o

ck
ed

 h
im

 d
o

w
n

 w
ith

 a p
u

n
ch

 o
n

 th
e 

. jaw
," one of the "gorillas" said later. 

T
H

E
 T

W
O

 sm
all children w

ere still sleeping on the second 

floor of the W
hite H

ouse, their dream
s undisturbed. 

B
ut in the S

enate, there w
as near-pandem

onium
. 

W
ay

n
e M

o
rse, th

e reb
el S

en
ato

r, b
ro

k
e o

f a sp
eech

 

criticising K
ennedy's foreign policy w

hen a page brought 

hint a m
essage. H

e started, and w
ent over to the chairm

an. 

T
ed

 K
en

n
ed

y
, th

e n
ew

 S
en

ato
r fo

r M
assach

u
setts, an

d
 

also the P
resident's younger brother, w

as presiding over 
the debate. 

T
ed

 listen
ed

 to
 h

im
, w

en
t d

read
fu

lly
 p

ale, g
o
t u

p
 an

d
 

left the room
 hurriedly —

 forgetting to bring the session to a 

form
al close. S

uch a thing had never happened before in 
th

at gthvo N
um

-rally. 

T
H

E
 T

E
L

E
V

IS
IO

N
 

statio
n
s sto

p
p
ed

 th
eir reg

u
lar p

ro
-

g
ram

m
es, cu

t o
u

t th
e rau

co
u

s ad
v
ertisin

g
 sessio

n
s, an

d
 

tried to organise them
selves to keep the public inform

ed. 
C

om
m

entators, reporters and cam
eram

en w
ere even m

ore 
overcom

e than the audiences. 
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"I o
p
erated

 m
y
 cam

era lik
e a ro

b
o
t —

 m
y
 m

in
d
 w

as 

elsew
here," explained one photographer, w

ho w
as film

ing 

outside the hospital at D
allas. 

T
he jovial presidential P

ress S
ecretary, P

ierre S
alinger, 

w
as of course ignorant of w

hat had happened, being en 

ro
u
te to

 Jap
an

. In
 h

is ab
sen

ce, a h
arassed

 
aide at last 

adm
itted to the press that K

ennedy w
as dead. 

R
adio announcers sobbed as they read the brief com

-

m
uniqué. T

he lights w
ent out on B

roadw
ay. W

om
en w

ent 

to light candles in the churches. C
ar drivers stopped their 

vehicles at the roadside. M
anhattan, like so m

any other 

A
m

erican tow
ns, w

as enveloped in a m
antle of m

ist and 

rain. 
In B

erlin, young girls threw
 flow

ers —
 red roses —

 on the 

"W
all of S

ham
e". 

In R
om

e, the P
resident of the R

epublic did not hide his 

tears, but w
ept w

ith his face in his hands. 
In M

oscow
, even, M

rs N
ikita K

ruschev show
ed strong 

em
otion. 

"I have alw
ays w

anted to know
 w

hat people felt on the 

day A
braham

 L
incoln died," said a K

ansas C
ity student. 

"N
ow

 I know
. It's dreadful to think that I am

 still living 

w
hile he, K

ennedy, is dead." 
T

he people of D
allas hid them

selves in their hom
es. T

he 

tow
n had becom

e a city of sham
e. 

.In
 C

h
icag

o
, a m

an
 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e 

Tribune building, 

shouted, addressing him
self to the S

outh: 
"W

e are a n
atio

n
 p

o
ssessed

, w
h
ich

 am
u
ses itself b

y
 

periodically m
assacring its presidents." 

T
h

e h
ead

 o
f th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

declared publicly: 
"It is the S

outhern fanatics and the extrem
e right-w

ing 

w
ho are responsible for the m

urder of our P
resident." 

"H
e has w

ritten the last but finest chapter of P
rofiles in 

C
ourage," said

 R
ich

ard
 M

. N
ix

o
n
, th

e m
an

 so
 n

arro
w

ly
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beaten for the presidency, of his rival. P
rofiles in C

ourage, . 
w

hich brought K
ennedy a P

ulitzer P
rize, w

as an anthology 
• of the lives of great S

enators. 	
• 

A
lthough w

orld reaction w
as perhaps even m

ore solem
n 

than in the U
nited S

tates, life there stood still for four days, 
as if a barbarian invader had clutched hold of the nation —

 
no theatres, no cinem

as, no bars, no cafes. 
P

eople m
ourned K

ennedy as he had been a K
night of the 

R
ound T

able, clad in shining arm
our, the ideal of people of 

'every land and clim
e. A

m
erica is alw

ays com
plaining that 

she is m
isunderstood, and too m

uch criticised abroad; but 
'
 	

she should realise that in spite of everything it is of her that 
others dream

, her they w
ant to love. 

T
h
e m

id
in

ettes o
f P

aris d
ecid

ed
 to

 p
ay

 h
o
m

ag
e to

 
K

ennedy by giving up their traditional fete on S
t C

ather-
ine's D

ay. 

R
O

B
E

R
T

 K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
, w

ho so M
uch loved his brother John, 

received the terrible new
s w

hile lunching in the garden of 
his villa w

ith his w
ife and the w

ife of the F
rench A

m
bas-

sad
o
r in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
, M

m
e H

crv
e A

lp
h
an

d
. T

h
e sh

o
ck

 
m

ust have been terrible. S
till it is difficult to understand 

w
h
y
 h

e d
id

 n
o
t, in

 h
is cap

acity
 as A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral, at 

once fly to D
allas to take charge of the police investigations, 

an
d
 u

n
rav

el an
y
 p

lo
t w

h
ich

 m
ig

h
t b

e afo
o
t. E

v
en

 h
is 

:Im
m

ediate —
 but recalcitrant —

 subordinate, J. E
dgar H

oo-
ver, boss of the F

.B
.I., did not think it necessary to go there. 

A
n
o
th

er o
f th

e th
o
u
san

d
 m

y
steries o

f th
at in

ex
p
licab

le 
day. 

R
osem

ary K
ennedy w

as w
atching television that after-

noon, in the lounge of the S
t C

olleta institution at Jefferson, 
W

isconsin, for retarded or m
entally handicapped children; 

she had been there for tw
enty-one years. It w

as thus that 
• 

she learned of the death of her big brother. 
A

 labourer w
orking in the grounds of the K

ennedy estate 
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at H
yannis P

ort heard the new
s on a portable radio, and 

ru
sh

ed
 in

to
 th

e h
o
u
se cry

in
g
: "K

en
n
ed

y
's b

een
 sh

o
t! 

• 
K

ennedy's been shot !" 
T

he P
resident's m

other, w
ho at seventy-tw

o had under-
gone so m

any fam
ily troubles, did not show

 surprise. S
he 

gave the im
pression of having know

n that yet another m
is-

fortune w
as on the w

ay. S
he w

oke up old M
r K

ennedy and 
to

ld
 h

im
 th

e n
ew

s. S
o
m

eo
n
e tu

rn
ed

 o
n
 th

e telev
isio

n
. 

P
robably no one w

ill ever know
 w

hether K
ennedy S

enior, 
so com

pletely paralysed, really understood w
hat had hap-

pened to this son, the head of the 'dynasty w
hich he had 

founded. 
W

hen inform
ed of the tragedy, P

eter L
aw

ford w
as in a 

show
 at S

tateline, N
evada —

 the sam
e cabaret in w

hich 
som

e m
onths later F

rank S
inatra, Jnr, appeared at the tim

e 
of his sensational kidnapping. 

"G
o
d
 h

av
e p

ity
 o

n
 u

s all!" h
e ex

claim
ed

, an
d
 at o

n
ce 

telephoned his w
ife, E

unice, the P
resident's sister; then his 

frien
d
 F

ran
k
 S

in
atra, h

ead
 o

f "T
h
e C

lan
" —

 a g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
acto

rs p
ro

m
in

en
t in

 th
e film

 co
lo

n
y
. S

in
atra o

rd
ered

 
general m

ourning in H
ollyw

ood. 
John K

ennedy's grandm
other, M

rs F
itzgerald (w

ife of 
the fam

ous politician and M
ayor of B

oston), w
as not in-

form
ed; she is 96 years old. T

o this day, she does not know
 

that her favourite grandson is dead. 
• T

he trial of G
ene T

hom
pson, the m

an accused of having 
procured his w

ife's m
urder, w

as adjourned sine die. T
he 

presiding judge explained that the jury m
ight w

ell be so 
em

otionally disturbed by the assassination as not to be able 
to give an objective verdict. 

In S
hiokaw

a, Japan; K
ohei H

anam
i w

ept on learning of 
the death of the m

an he had once tried to kill. H
e is the 

form
er com

m
ander of the cruiser w

hich so nearly did so 
during the w

ar, w
hen his ship sliced L

ieutenant K
ennedy's 

patrol boat in tw
o. 
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• 
• "T

he w
orld has lost an irreplaceable m

an," said H
anam

i, 
• now

 m
anager of a shoe factory. • 

. A
lso. irr Japan, in T

okyo, M
m

e Inejiro • A
sanum

a, w
ife 

of• the S
ocialist leader w

ho w
as publicly assassinated by a 

• teen-age fanatic, declared: 
"T

he life of a politician's w
ife is bitter and sad. I too `saw

  
• m

y husband die in m
y arm

s on the w
ay to hospital ..." 

B
u
t an

o
th

er w
id

o
w

 w
as less sy

m
p
ath

etic: M
m

e N
g
o
 

' D
inh N

hu, w
hose husband had been brutally m

urdered in 
S

aigon shortly before, on N
ovem

ber ist. In L
os A

ngeles she 
h
ad

 to
ld

 m
e th

at . sh
e h

eld
 Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 resp

o
n
sib

le 
fo

r h
is 'assassin

atio
n
, an

d
 th

at sh
e b

eliev
ed

 G
o
d
 w

o
u
ld

 
revenge it.' . 

• 
N

ow
 she sent an ironical letter of condolence from

 R
om

e: 
, . "I do not know

 you, but you m
ust understand now

 w
hat 

a w
ife feels w

hen told that her husband has been brutally 
clone to death. W

hat has com
e to you 'is only one effect of 

the frightful injustice of w
hich m

y husband w
as an innocent 

v
ictim

 . ." 	
• 

C
ruel w

ords, and flagrantly laC
king in tact; but later—

m
uch later —

 history, no sentim
entalist, m

ay perhaps say 
that M

m
e N

hu w
as not altogether w

rong in linking the tw
o 

events. E
xtrem

ists w
ho blam

ed K
ennedy for N

hu's death 
m

ight have had som
e hand in his. 

W
hen K

ennedy's death w
as announced to the elem

en-
tary

 sch
o
o
l ch

ild
ren

 in
 D

allas, an
d
 th

ey
 w

ere to
ld

 to
 g

o
 

hom
e, the pupils all started to clap enthusiastically, and 
'D

ixie", the anthem
 of the S

outhern rebels. 
P

rincess P
aola of B

elgium
 heard the new

s w
ith annoy-

ance. She w
as clanchtg at the hom

e of C
ount B

ism
arck, w

hen 
it w

as thought best to stop the orchestra playing. 
"N

ow
 they'll shut m

e up like a novice again, just as I w
as 

having som
e fun for the first tim

e since L
aurent's birth!" 

she said. 
. In S

anta B
arbara, C

alifornia, lives the shadow
y but very 
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m
iddle-class head of the sem

i-secret John B
irch S

ociety; 
there, K

ennedy and W
arren w

ere hanged in effigy. 
T

he w
ife of E

arl C
abell, M

ayor of D
allas, w

ho that sam
e 

m
orning had presented M

rs K
ennedy w

ith her bouquet, 
received a death-threat by telephone. H

er husband gave up 
his intention of going to W

ashington that evening after a 
w

arning that there w
as a bom

b in the plane he w
as going to 

take. 
Jam

es R
. H

offa, irrem
ovable boss of the truck drivers' 

u
n
io

n
, th

e m
an

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's b

ro
th

er h
ad

 b
een

 
trying for years to bring dow

n, rem
arked w

ith a sm
ile: 

"N
ow

 B
ob K

ennedy's nothing m
ore than any other little 

no-account law
yer." 

In N
ashville, T

ennessee, a speaker at a plenary session of 
the m

unicipal council declared: 
"Jack

 K
en

n
ed

y
 d

ied
 th

e d
eath

 o
f a ty

ran
t." H

e w
as 

w
arm

ly applauded. 
In the N

ew
 Y

ork suburb of B
rooklyn, thirteen-year-old 

Johanna M
alandrucca w

as alone w
ith her sixteen-year-old 

sister M
ary. A

fter hearing so m
uch talk on the television 

about rifles and gunfire, the tw
o girls decided to play w

ith 
their father's sporting guns, im

prudently displayed on the 
w

alls. M
ary aim

ed a carbine at her little sister. Johanna did 
the sam

e, but pressed the trigger. M
ary w

as killed on the 
spot. 

In C
olum

bus, O
hio, a young m

an w
ho had m

ade a dis-
paraging rem

ark about the dead P
resident w

as stabbed to 
the heart by an outraged neighbour. 

T
hat day, in the U

nited S
tates, eight deaths took place -

alm
ost all ignored —

 follow
ing argum

ents caused by the 
P

resident's death. T
w

o old m
en had fatal heart attacks. 

T
he tw

enty-six dancers of the Joffrey N
egro B

allet w
ere 

in K
iev. D

uring the evening, som
e m

inutes after the second 
act had begun, cam

e the new
s from

 D
allas. T

he A
m

erican 
d
an

cers ab
an

d
o
n
ed

 th
e p

erfo
rm

an
ce, an

d
 o

rg
an

ised
 a 
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m
em

orial service —
 in w

hich S
oviet officials took part —

 in 
the R

ussian O
rthodox C

hurch of S
t V

ladim
ir. 

In. B
erne, S

w
itzerland, the new

 U
nited S

tates A
m

bas-
sador, T

rue W
. D

avies, w
as due to present his credentials 

next day to the P
resident of the Sw

iss C
onfederation. B

ut 
since an am

bassador is the president's personal representa-
tiv

e, th
e p

ap
ers sig

n
ed

 "K
en

n
ed

y
" n

o
 lo

n
g
er h

ad
 an

y
 

value; from
 the point of view

 of protocol, the A
m

bassador 
w

as n
o
th

in
g
 m

o
re th

an
 a fo

reig
n
 to

u
rist. F

in
d
in

g
 h

is 
position som

ew
hat ridiculous, D

avies telegraphed desper-
ately to the S

tate D
epartm

ent for new
 credentials, but no 

o
n
e in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 d

ared
 to

 b
o
th

er Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

ith
 su

ch
 a 

sm
all m

atter . 
T

h
ere w

as n
o
 telev

ised
 en

tertain
m

en
t w

h
atso

ev
er. 

N
o
th

in
g
 b

u
t d

iscu
ssio

n
s o

f w
h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
, th

e rare 
intervals filled by concerts of sacred m

usic. W
ith com

m
on 

accord, the television com
panies had banned all advertising. 

S
till the A

m
ericans rem

ained rooted before their screens; 
television, like the telephone, they realised, had grow

n into 
the very fabric of their lives. It w

as only the little ones —
 

those of about the sam
e age as "John-John" —

 w
ho asked 

vainly: 
"B

ut, M
um

m
y, w

hy isn't there any M
ickey M

ouse on the 
television today like there usually is ?" 

In
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se —

 w
h
ich

 fro
m

 o
u
tsid

e seem
ed

 
deserted, and w

hose w
alls looked grubby under the fine 

grey rain w
hich had not ceased all day long —

 the tw
o sm

all 
children had, at last w

oken up. T
hey w

ere not given tim
e to 

ask questions; they m
ust get dressed as quickly as possible, 

because they w
ere going to be taken to their aunt's hom

e. 
T

he editors of P
arade m

agazine tried desperately to call 
in all copies of the issue containing the article in w

hich it 
w

as claim
ed that Jacqueline K

ennedy w
as fed up w

ith the 
W

hite H
ouse. 

In H
ollyw

ood, a decision w
as taken to stop the show

ing of 

C. 

. 	
• 

T
h
e K

en
n
ed

y
 fam

ily
 atten

d
 th

e fu
n
eral o

f th
e late P

resid
en

t. O
n
 

M
rs K

ennedy's right is E
dw

ard K
ennedy, and on her left A

ttorney-
G

en
eral R

o
b
ert. In

 fro
n
t are M

rs K
en

n
ed

y
's ch

ild
ren

, C
aro

lin
e 

an
d
 Jo

h
n
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the film
 P

T
I 09, inspired by the adventure in the P

acific; to 
postpone the prem

iere of Seven D
ays In M

ay, of F
ail Safe an

d
 

of D
r Strangelove; an

d
 also

 to
 sh

elv
e w

ith
o
u
t fu

rth
er ad

o
 

all film
s dealing w

ith the assassination of presidents. It w
as 

also decided to cut certain scenes; for exam
ple, w

here in the 
film

 
T

ake H
er, She's M

ine a student im
itates K

ennedy's 
voice: 

A
 book •w

as* called in from
 library circulation, a book 

'w
hich, how

ever, had great success: J.F
.K

.: T
he M

an and 
T

he M
yth, 

b
y

 V
icto

r' L
ask

y
. In

 it, th
e au

th
o

r sh
arp

ly
 

criticised
 th

e P
resid

en
t; it w

as feared
 th

at m
o
b
s m

ig
h
t 

stone the shop-fronts. 
D

ut at the sam
e tim

e plans w
ere m

ade in H
ollyw

ood fbr 
a dozen future film

s based on w
hat had happened in D

allas; 
and already publishers w

ere telephoning their authors to 
discuss books, albU

m
s, gram

ophone records, photo and 
p
o
rtrait d

istrib
u
tio

n
s. T

h
e id

ea w
as to

 p
u
t th

em
 o

n
 th

e 
m

arket w
ithout losing a m

om
ent, to be first in the field. T

he 
advertising industry w

anted to cover the w
alls w

ith pictures 
and slogans honouring K

ennedy; to w
rite his nam

e on the 
sky; strike m

edals; sell napkins stam
ped w

ith his nam
e; 

statuettes, lapel-buttons, dolls. 
C

apital cities, tow
ns, villages, ham

lets, already proposed 
to re-nam

e their avenues, squares, airports, golf-courses, 
dog-tracks, nurseries and reform

 schools in his honour. 

D
E

S
P

IT
E

 T
H

E
S

E
 extrem

es, the w
hole w

orld, that evening, 
seem

s to have found a com
m

on denom
inator in its affection 

for the w
idow

 in the bloodstained pink dress and the young 
leader so w

ickedly struck dow
n. 

T
w

elve people, how
ever, did not sh

are in
 th

is u
n
iv

ersal 

sorrow
. T

hese w
ere tw

elve jurors, w
ho had been deliberat-

ing since the m
o

rn
in

g
 o

n
 a critn

in
n

i ew
e b

efo
re th

e V
i.( 
 1

, ,r,,11 

C
o
u
rt Iti ,M

an
h
attan

. 1
1
(.7

 h
ad

 	
; •

 

v
erd

ict.„ aria had cle..:i k ird
 ;,, 1

, 
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continue their deliberations next day. A
s the law

 com
pels, 

th
ey

 w
ere k

ep
t cu

t o
ff fro

m
 th

e o
u
tsid

e w
o
rld

 an
d
 n

o
t 

allow
ed to talk to their guards —

 still less to listen to the 
radio or read the new

spapers. 
T

hese w
ere perhaps the only people in the U

nited S
tates 

w
ho w

ent to bed that night ofN
ovem

ber 22nd, 1963 w
ithout 

know
ing of K

ennedy's death. 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 E

L
E

V
E

N
 

A
 B

ad T
ipper 

R
. S

. T
R

U
L

Y
, M

A
N

A
G

E
R

 of the T
exas B

ook D
epository, had 

w
atched the parade from

 the steps of the building. N
ow

 he 
w

as pushed dow
n on to the road by • the crow

d —
 som

e 
hurrying tow

ards the assassination spot, others trying to 
get aw

ay. 
"I d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

," h
e say

s, "th
at th

e sh
o
ts cam

e fro
m

 
our building, but I saw

 a m
an run in there and go to the 

telep
h
o
n
e, an

d
 th

en
 a p

o
licem

an
 d

ash
 in

. I th
o
u
g
h
t h

e 
w

anted to go up on the roof, to get a full view
 of the scene. 

I cau
g
h
t u

p
 w

ith
 h

im
 an

d
 said

 'C
o
m

e o
n
, I'll sh

o
w

 y
o
u
 

the w
ay.' 

"W
e w

ent through the ground-floor offices to get to the 
back and take the goods lift. T

he front lift only goes to the 
fourth floor. T

he tw
o cages of the goods lift w

ere at the top, 
w

hich w
as odd, but at the tim

e I d
id

n
't th

in
k
 ab

o
u
t th

at. 
I supposed that everyone had gone to lunch, and w

ould 
have brought the lifts dow

n. I pointed tow
ards the stairs. 

T
he policem

an leapt up them
 tw

o at a tim
e; I could hardly 

keep up. W
hen I did, on the first floor, he had draw

n his 
revolver and w

as confronting L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. T
he 

young m
an w

as in front of the door of a sort of em
ployees' 

canteen. H
e had ,a bottle of C

oca-C
ola in his hand, w

hich 
he m

ust have got from
 one of the vending m

achines put 
there for the use of the staff. 

"'D
oes this m

an w
ork here ?' the policem

an asked m
e. 
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1 49 
L

ater, her friend M
rs P

aine told her of the assassination. 
"I w

as very m
uch upset," said M

arina, w
hen she m

ade 
her first free statem

ent. "I w
as so sorry for M

rs K
ennedy. 

W
h
at frig

h
tfu

l p
erso

n
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n
e su

ch
 a th

in
g
? I 

w
ould have im

agined anything in the w
orld except that it 

could be m
y husband." 

W
hile T

ruly and his policem
an w

ere on the roof of the 
T

ex
as B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
, th

e D
etectiv

e C
ap

tain
 o

f th
e 

D
allas C

ity P
olice, W

ill F
ritz, w

as directing a system
atic 

search of the building. In the fifth-floor w
arehouse, one of 

the w
indow

s w
as found tw

o-thirds open. O
n the floor near 

the w
indow

 w
ere three 6.5 m

m
. cartridges. T

hree card-
board boxes, one on top of the other, had probably served 
to steady the gun. F

ragm
ents of a chicken sandw

ich w
ere 

also found. 
F

ive m
inutes later the rifle w

as found, hidden under a pile 
of books. T

he cartridges w
ere of the sam

e calibre. T
he T

exas 
p
o
lice h

ad
 d

ifficu
lty

 in
 reco

g
n
isin

g
 th

e m
ak

er's trad
e-

m
ark

. F
irst a G

erm
an

 M
au

ser w
as m

en
tio

n
ed

, th
en

 a 
Japanese rifle; finally, it w

as stated that it w
as an Italian 

C
arcan

o
 9

1
, co

m
in

g
 fro

m
 su

rp
lu

s sto
ck

s, an
d
 w

ith
 a 

Japanese C
anon telescopic sight. 

T
ruly w

ent dow
n again to the ground floor and called 

together all the ninety-one em
ployees. T

hey w
ere all there 

except one: O
sw

ald. 
"I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 if it's o
f an

y
 im

p
o
rtan

ce," h
e said

 to
 a 

detective, "B
ut I've one m

an m
issing. A

 guy nam
ed L

ee 
O

sw
ald." 

"It co
u
ld

 b
e v

ery
 im

p
o
rtan

t in
d
eed

," an
sw

ered
 th

e 
p
o
licem

an
. H

e rep
o
rted

 to
 th

e D
etectiv

e C
ap

tain
, w

h
o
 

telephoned a description of the m
issing m

an to the radio 
control room

 at police headquarters. "T
w

enty-one years 
old . . . A

bout five feet ten in height . .. W
eight, a hundred 

and sixty pounds. N
am

e: L
ee O

sw
ald." 

F
ritz also sent tw

o investigators to Irving, to see M
rs 
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" 'Y
es,' I answ

ered. T
hen w

e w
ent on up the stairs to the 

third floor, took the lift from
 there to the seventh and w

ent 
out on the roof." 

T
he police never thought of throw

ing a cordon round 
the suspected building; at the tim

e, how
ever, no one w

as 
quite sure that the shots had com

e from
 there. 

C
ertainly, photographer B

ob Jackson states that he saw
 a 

rifle fired from
 the w

indow
 at the end of the fifth floor. B

ut 
he did not get a photograph; he w

as still changing his film
. 

H
. L

. B
ren

n
an

, a tu
rn

er, tells o
f h

av
in

g
 seen

 "a th
in

 
young m

an, healthy-looking, w
ith a rifle, press the trigger 

tw
ice . . . H

e w
asn't in any hurry, that guy." 

A
 television cam

eram
an, M

el C
ouch, states that he saw

• 
a rifle, but is not certain w

hether it w
as on the fourth or the 

fifth floor. 
A

 p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
 tak

en
 a few

 seco
n
d
s later sh

o
w

s tw
o
 

negroes at the end of the fourth floor. B
ut they are looking 

dow
n at the road, not up at the w

indow
 above them

, w
here 

the shot cam
e from

. 
B

u
d
d
y
 W

alth
ers, th

e p
o
licem

an
 fro

m
 th

e S
h
eriff's 

office, states for his part that the shots —
 or at least one shot -

cam
e from

 the balustrade of the m
otorw

ay bridge. H
e ran 

tow
ards it; that w

as w
hen, w

ith a S
ecret S

ervice m
an, he 

fo
u
n
d
 a rifle b

u
llet in

 th
e g

rass n
ear th

e b
rid

g
e —

 th
e 

"fourth bullet" ? 

JA
C

K
 R

U
B

Y
, alias R

ubinstein, w
ent into the office of the 

show
 business editor of the D

a
lla

s N
e
w

s at 12:45. T
he new

s-
paper's offices are five m

inutes' w
alk from

 the spot w
here 

the assassination took place. H
e seem

ed quite untroubled. ' 
M

A
R

IN
A

 O
S

W
A

L
D

 had put the baby into its cot. T
he other 

little g
irl p

lay
ed

 n
earb

y
 as sh

e w
atch

ed
 a w

o
m

en
's p

ro
-

gram
m

e on television. S
he still could not speak m

ore than 
sev

en
 w

o
rd

s o
f E

n
g
lish

, an
d
 d

id
 n

o
t u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

e an
-

nouncem
ent w

hich interrupted the program
m

e. 
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P
aine —

 hers being the only address for O
sw

ald in T
ruly's 

staff records. 

L
E

E
 IIA

R
V

E
Y

 O
sw

ald had quietly gone dow
n to the office, 

w
here it seem

s that a telephonist said to him
: "S

om
eone's 

tried to kill the P
resident, isn't it terrible ?" —

 to w
hich he 

d
id

 n
o
t rep

ly
. T

h
e telep

h
o
n
ist d

o
es n

o
t sw

ear to
 th

is 
incident. 

H
e w

ent out the front w
ay, m

ixed unnoticed
,  w

ith the 
crow

d, w
alked up the avenue, m

ade a detour, w
ent back 

again and knocked on the w
indow

 of a bus w
hich had com

e 
to a halt in the m

iddle of the road because traffic w
as at a 

standstill. 
T

he bus conductor, C
. J. M

cW
atters, says he is certain 

th
at th

is w
as at 

12.40. H
e k

ep
t lo

o
k
in

g
 at h

is w
atch

 all 
the tim

e, being late on schedule. "O
sw

ald w
ent and sat in 

the m
iddle of the car. T

here w
ere tw

o other passengers." 
T

he route of the bus w
as m

uch the sam
e as that of the 

presidential procession. O
sw

ald w
ould pass right by w

here 
K

ennedy had been killed —
 like the m

urderer returning to 
th

e scen
e o

f h
is crim

e in
 a d

etectiv
e sto

ry
. B

u
t fo

r th
e 

m
om

ent the bus w
as still seven blocks aw

ay, to the w
est of 

th
e sp

o
t. It co

u
ld

 o
n
ly

 creep
 fo

rw
ard

. A
t o

n
e p

o
in

t, a 
m

otorist w
ho w

as just in front got out of his car, w
ent to 

th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e b

u
s, tap

p
ed

 o
n
 th

e w
in

d
o
w

 an
d
 called

 
o
u
t: "K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's b

e
e
n
 k

ille
d
." O

sw
a
ld

 sh
o
w

e
d
 n

o
 

reaction. 
A

 w
o
m

an
 in

 th
e b

u
s, n

o
t w

an
tin

g
 to

 lo
se h

er train
, 

decided to get off. O
sw

ald follow
ed her. 

"G
iv

e m
e a tran

sfer," h
e said

. A
 tran

sfer is a tick
et 

perm
itting the use of another line w

ithout extra paym
ent. 

M
cW

atters franked the ticket w
ith his day's code-letter. It 

w
as from

 this that the police traced him
 w

hen the ticket w
as 

found in O
sw

ald's pocket. 
W

illiam
 W

ayne W
haley, a taxi-driver, w

as w
aiting in 

A
 B

A
D

 T
IP

P
E

R
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front of the G
reyhound B

us station —
 an intercontinental 

line —
 som

e tw
o hundred yards or so north on E

lm
 S

treet. 
T

here are not m
any taxis in D

allas, and the drivers prefer 
to w

ait for custom
. O

sw
ald opened the door and said to 

him
: "I w

ant to go to 50o N
orth B

eckley." H
e didn't live 

there, but the address w
as close to the house w

here he had•  
his little furnished room

 in O
ak C

liff. 
T

he taxi-m
an w

as used to all sorts of passengers, and w
as 

not over-surprised by the m
an's silence. H

e got no answ
er 

to the question: 
"W

hat the devil's going on dow
n there?" —

 m
eaning the 

spot w
here the tragedy had taken place. 

P
erh

ap
s if O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 g
iv

en
 h

im
 a 2

5
 cen

t tip
, h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e fo
rg

o
tten

 th
is fare. B

u
t o

n
 arriv

al, w
ith

 9
5
 

cents on the m
eter, O

sw
ald •  gave him

 just one dollar, and 
g
o
t o

u
t w

ith
o
u
t ev

en
 say

in
g
 th

an
k
-y

o
u
. T

h
e d

riv
er w

as 
furious. 

T
he housekeeper of the lodging-house rem

em
bers having 

seen
 O

sw
ald

 g
o
 in

to
 h

is ro
o
m

 at ab
o
u
t o

n
e o

'clo
ck

. H
e 

cam
e out soon after changing his jacket. 

A
t exactly one-fifteen, M

rs H
elen M

arkham
 w

as w
aiting 

fo
r a b

u
s o

n
 th

e co
rn

er o
f E

ast lo
th

 S
treet, ab

o
u
t a m

ile 
from

 O
sw

ald's lodging. S
om

e w
ay up the road, she saw

 a 
w

hite police patrol car stop: N
o. Io. A

 policem
an got out: 

J. D
. T

ippitt. H
e w

as alone. N
o one w

ill ever know
 w

hy 
h
e w

en
t th

ere, o
r w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t h

e h
ad

 receiv
ed

 th
e 

"alert" m
essage from

 the control room
. 

M
rs M

arkham
 had only an indistinct vie%

<
' of w

hat hap-
pened. S

he "saw
 a m

an aged about thirty, w
ith curly hair 

and a w
hite jacket, go tow

ards the policem
an and speak 

to him
. T

hen the policem
an w

ent nearer. T
hey stopped. 

T
he m

an in w
hite said som

ething. H
e took a revolver from

 
his pocket and shot the policem

an. I thought he w
as going 

to kill m
e too," said M

rs M
arkham

. 
A

t th
e cro

ssro
ad

s, T
ed

 C
allaw

ay
, seco

n
d
-h

an
d
 car 
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dealer, w
as standing in front of his office. H

e had heard the 
shocking new

s about K
ennedy on the radio. 

"I heard a shot, scream
s, I crossed m

y used-car lot, and 
I saw

 this guy running dow
n the other side of the road. H

e 
h
ad

 a g
u

n
 in

 h
is h

an
d
, an

d
 w

as w
av

in
g
 h

is arm
s . . . I 

called out: 'M
an, w

hat goes on.?' B
ut he did not answ

er. 
I am

 sure that it w
as O

sw
ald —

 I recognised him
 the sam

e 
evening." 

A
 couple of m

iles further on is the T
exas C

inem
a. T

hat 
day they w

ere show
ing W

ar Is H
ell. T

here w
ere only a few

 
dozen people in the audience. 

O
n the sam

e side of the pavem
ent as the cinem

a there is a 
big block of houses and shops, am

ong them
 the H

ardy shoe- 
sh

o
p

. S
alesm

an
 Jo

h
n
n
y
 B

rew
er w

as lo
o

k
in

g
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

w
indow

 w
hen he saw

 a m
an in shirt-sleeves com

ing along. 
H

e w
as behaving oddly, going from

 doorw
ay to doorw

ay, 
as if trying to hide. (T

he police later found a beige jacket 
ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 b
eh

in
d
 a p

etro
l-p

u
m

p
 n

o
t far aw

ay
). Jo

h
n
n
y
 

B
rew

er w
ent out and saw

 the suspicious character go to- 
w

ards the cinem
a. H

e asked the cashier, Julie P
ostel, if she 

had seen him
. S

he said that she hadn't. T
he ticket-collector 

had not seen anything either. B
rew

er then asked the cashier 
to call the police. 

T
h
ere h

ad
 alread

y
 b

een
 tw

o
 alarm

s in
 th

e d
istrict. 

S
o
m

eo
n
e telep

h
o
n
ed

 to
 say

 th
at a d

an
g
ero

u
s m

an
 w

as 
hiding in a church. T

hen a w
om

an ran dow
n the street like 

a m
ad thing. T

he police had sent out patrol-cars. ' 
P

olicem
an M

. N
. M

cD
onald w

as first on the spot. 
"I arriv

ed
 at th

e cin
em

a at h
alf-p

ast o
n
e. I ask

ed
 fo

r 
rein

fo
rcem

en
ts. I h

ad
 th

e lig
h
ts p

u
t o

n
, an

d
 th

e film
 

w
as sto

p
p
ed

. B
rew

er g
o
t o

n
 to

 th
e stag

e an
d
 p

o
in

ted
 

o
u
t to

 m
e a m

an
 sittin

g
 in

 th
e cen

tre o
f th

e fro
n
t stalls." 

O
ther policem

en, including the S
heriff's detective B

uddy 
W

althers, arrived. T
he theatre w

as surrounded. T
he rest 

of the audience w
ere asked to go up into the circle. A

gent 
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M
cD

onald cam
e level w

ith O
sw

ald, and "seeing that he 
w

as reaching for his gun, I clutched him
 round the w

aist. 
W

e fell together on to the seats. I had m
y hand on the butt 

of his gun, but his finger w
as on the trigger. I heard a click. 

T
he ham

m
er didn't w

ork. T
hat saved m

y life. T
he other 

p
o
licem

en
 ju

m
p
ed

 o
n
 th

e m
an

, an
d
 h

am
m

ered
 h

is face 
w

ith their fists." 
O

sw
ald is supposed to have said then: 

"It's all over," but this is not quite certain. 
A

t the sound of sirens, a crow
d had gathered outside. 

N
ow

 they yelled threats to lynch the m
an. O

sw
ald answ

ered 
them

 calm
ly: 

"I protest this brutality." 
H

e w
as taken to the pleasant little police building near 

• th
e S

tatler H
o

tel. H
e en

tered
 it ju

st b
efo

re tw
o

 o
'clo

ck
. 

H
e w

as n
ev

er to
 leav

e it aliv
e. . 

W
A

R
N

E
D

 B
Y

 radio, the officers sent to M
rs P

aine's address 
roughly arrested M

arina. T
hey asked her if her husband 

ow
ned a rifle; she m

ust have said "Y
es" and show

n them
 

the hiding-place in the
, garage. B

ut the rifle w
as not there. 

S
h
e to

o
 w

as tak
en

' to
 h

ead
q
u
arters, an

d
 su

b
m

itted
 to

 
endless interrogations. T

he police claim
 that she recognised 

the m
urder rifle as her husband's. 

T
h
an

k
s to

 a n
o
te fo

u
n
d
 in

 O
sw

ald
's w

allet, th
e little 

fu
rn

ish
ed

 ro
o

m
 in

 B
eck

ley
 S

treet w
as traced

. T
h
e p

ro
-

prietor, M
rs Johnson, back from

 her restaurant, could not 
understand w

hat the police w
anted: there w

as no O
sw

ald 
living here. N

ever heard of him
. 

T
h

en
 a n

eig
h

b
o

u
r w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
een

 w
atch

in
g

 telev
isio

n
 

exclaim
ed: 

"B
ut that m

an they've arrested, it's L
ee, our L

ee." 
T

he police rushed into the little room
, and searched it for 

tw
o hours. T

hey found nothing. 
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F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 

first m
o

m
en

t, O
sw

ald
, b

eh
av

ed
 w

ith
 u

n
-

believable arrogance tow
ards his interrogators, taking the 

line that they w
ere hired toughs. G

estapo dogs, m
adm

en. 
A

ssistan
t D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 W
illiam

 F
. A

lex
an

d
er 

charged him
 w

ith the m
urder of policem

an T
ippitt. A

t the 
tim

e of the arrest there w
as no direct evidence of his in-

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, so

 th
e p

o
lice co

n
ten

ted
 

th
em

selv
es w

ith
 h

o
ld

in
g

 h
im

 o
n

 th
is ch

arg
e. It w

as n
o

t 
u
n
til later, in

 th
e ev

en
in

g
, th

at h
e w

as tak
en

 ,b
efo

re an
 

ex
am

in
in

g
 m

ag
istrate fo

r th
e seco

n
d

 tim
e, an

d
 ch

arg
ed

 
w

ith
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f "o
n
e
, Jo

h
n
 F

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y
". T

h
e
 

law
 d

o
es n

o
t p

erm
it th

e v
ictim

's o
ffice o

r title to
 b

e 
m

entioned. 
W

hen charged by A
lexander, O

sw
ald sneered: 

"T
ell that to m

y legal representative." H
e continued to 

ask for a law
yer, but did not specify w

ho it should be. A
t one 

point, he cried: 
"Y

ou treat m
e as if w

e w
ere in S

oviet R
ussia, and not in a 

free country." 	
• 

Justice of the P
eace D

avid Johnston told O
sw

ald that he 
had all the rights guaranteed by the C

onstitution, and need 
not answ

er questions put by the police. 
"Y

ou treat m
e like a slave," O

sw
ald shouted back. "I'm

 
in a concentration cam

p here." 
H

e refused to adm
it anything at all. H

e knew
 nothing of 

K
ennedy, nothing of C

onnally. H
e had not been near the 

w
indow

 on the fifth floor, had never seen the rifle before, 
hadn't the least idea w

hat m
ight have happened to police-

m
an

 T
ip

p
itt. H

e h
ad

 g
o
n
e q

u
ietly

 o
ff to

 th
e cin

em
a, 

believing that all the T
exas B

ook D
epository em

ployees had 
g
o
t th

e aftern
o
o
n
 o

ff. W
h
en

 n
o
t accu

sin
g
 th

e p
o
lice o

f 
brutality, or calling them

 m
onsters or degenerates, he told 

them
, "Y

ou're m
ad . . ." 

B
ut he adm

itted being a M
arxist and a revolutionary. 
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 police have an iron reputation: w
hen they get 

their hands on a suspect they know
 in ninety-nine cases out 

of a hundred just how
 to extract a confession. B

ut police 
ch

ief Jesse C
u

rry
 realised

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t talk
 

easily. H
e therefore decided to play for tim

e, get together as 
m

uch evidence as possible and then confront O
sw

ald w
ith it. 

M
align F

ate w
as to decide otherw

ise. 
A

fter O
sw

ald
's arrest, an

d
 w

h
en

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 p

h
o

to
-

g
rap

h
ed

 an
d

 fin
g

er-p
rin

ted
, a req

u
est w

as sen
t b

y
 tele-

printer to the F
.B

.I. in W
ashington for an Identification. In 

th
e h

u
g

e classificatio
n

 ro
o

m
 at th

e h
ead

q
u

arters o
f th

e 
S

ecretariat of Justice, on P
ennsylvania A

venue, electronic 
brains gave the answ

er w
ithin seconds. T

en m
inutes later, 

th
e D

allas p
o
lice h

ad
 th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
: O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 
re

n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 h

is n
a
tio

n
a
lity

 a
n
d
 liv

e
d
 in

 R
u
ssia

; h
e
 

w
as co

n
sid

ered
 to

 b
e a C

o
m

m
u
n
ist ag

en
t, o

r at least a 
sym

pathiser. 
A

 little after th
ree o

'clo
ck

, still T
ex

as tim
e, a b

rief 
com

m
unique w

as issued to the press : 
"W

e are holding a suspect, a young m
an w

ho has lived in 
th

e S
o
v
iets . ." 

U
ntil then, the A

m
erican m

an in the street, politicians, 
journalists, television com

m
entators, had supposed that the 

o
n

ly
 p

o
ssib

le assassin
s m

u
st b

e ex
trem

ists o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 
K

ennedy's policy of racial equality. P
erhaps acting alone, 

perhaps a group of fanatics, perhaps m
en in the pay of such 

S
outhern organisations as the K

lu-K
lux-K

lan, the "C
iti-

zens' C
ouncils". 

H
ad not E

arl W
arren just declared: "T

hose responsible 
are bigots, ultra-nationalists, those w

ho hate the negroes 
and oppose progress." ? H

e w
as a m

an of highest standing in 
W

ashington, C
hiefJudge of the S

uprem
e C

ourt —
 and in the 

A
m

erican hierarchy a C
hief Justice is alm

ost the P
resident's 

equal. 
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E

D
 R

O
S

E
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B
U

T
 IF

 . th
e w

o
rd

 "C
o
m

m
u
n
ist" d

id
 n

o
t co

n
v
in

ce. th
e 

special correspondents of the foreign press (now
 on their 

w
ay

 fro
m

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 to
 D

allas in
 a sp

ecial p
lan

e k
in

d
ly

 
organised by the A

m
erican A

irlines only an hour after the 
new

s of the tragedy) it w
orked like m

agic upon the im
agina-

tion of the A
m

erican people. It paralysed their reasoning 
p
o
w

ers as su
rely

 as th
e rifle b

u
llets h

ad
 p

araly
sed

 Jo
h
n
 

K
en

n
ed

y
's n

erv
o
u
s sy

stem
. • 

T
h
e k

iller, w
as a C

o
m

m
u
n
ist? —

 E
v
ery

th
in

g
 w

as ex
-

plained, everything w
as justified, everything w

as beyond 
question. T

here w
as no point in enquiring further. A

s in all 
the best scripts, the C

om
m

unist agent w
as the assassin. 

S
ince the afternoon the people of D

allas had deserted the 
streets; they seem

ed very m
uch less afflicted by the death 

of the P
resident.  than by the sham

e w
hich had fallen upon 

their tow
n. N

ow
 they breathed freely for the first tim

e this 
F

rid
ay

. S
o
 th

e k
iller w

as a fo
reig

n
 ag

en
t . . . H

e h
ad

 
probably chosen D

allas as the scene of his crim
e so as to 

b
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 sh

am
e o

n
 th

is cen
tre o

f an
ti-G

o
m

m
u
n
ism

. 
T

he m
en of D

allas, tall as giraffes, w
ho love to parade in 

th
eir u

m
b
rella-lik

e h
ats, said

 to
 each

 o
th

er in
 th

eir in
-

com
prehensible E

nglish: 
"O

sw
ald

 is `it' . . . It's h
im

 . . . T
h
ere aren

't an
y
 C

o
m

-
m

unists in D
allas .. . If O

sw
ald is a C

om
m

unist he m
ust 

b
e th

e crim
in

al, b
ecau

se o
n
ly

 a C
o
m

m
u
n
ist co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
done such a thing." 

C
ouncillor D

avies declared to a journalist: 
"It's a g

o
o
d
 th

in
g
 th

at th
ey

'v
e arrested

 en
 o

u
tsid

er, a 
stranger . . . O

therw
ise blood w

ould have flow
ed tonight 

in the S
outh . . . T

he Y
ankees w

ould have decim
ated us ..." 

A
s for the police —

 w
e w

ant to be fair; the D
allas police 

cannot be held entirely responsible for the errors of that 
ev

en
in

g
. T

h
e S

ecret S
erv

ice w
ere w

o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 th

em
, 

encouraging them
 in their attitude, and probably*insis‘ting 

even m
ore than they did upon O

sw
ald's guilt —

 the fact that' 
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he w
as a R

ed w
as decisive evidence. T

hey didn't need any 
m

ore proof. 
S

o som
ething extrem

ely strange happened, som
ething 

unique in the annals of police w
ork. T

hey stopped their 
investigations. N

o m
ore searches w

ere m
ade. N

o roads w
ere 

barred. N
o stations w

ere raided. N
o nets w

ere throw
n out. 

N
o
 o

n
e th

o
u
g
h
t o

f ch
eck

in
g
 o

n
 th

e id
en

tities o
f p

eo
p
le 

staying in the hotels. 
A

 P
an-A

m
erican plane due to leave L

ove F
ield airport 

at D
allas for G

erm
any by w

ay of F
rankfurt w

as able to take 
off w

ithout let• or hindrance. N
o O

fficer asked to see the 
passenger list; there w

as not even a C
ustom

s' inspection. 
F

oreign journalists w
ho had com

e to the tow
n had ex-

pressed a fear that they w
ould not be perm

itted to leave 
freely, but w

ould be stuck in D
allas indefinitely. M

any had 
preferred to stay in W

ashington. 
B

ut after 5 o'clock in the evening, D
allas w

as a free city. 
Y

ou could have cam
ped on the cross-roads in front of T

he 
B

ook D
epository all night long, w

ithout fear of being dis-
tu

rb
ed

. T
h
e d

o
o
rs o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
g
 w

ere w
id

e o
p
en

. It is 
true that you had to w

alk upstairs, because the lifts w
ere not 

w
orking; but you could freely open and close any of the 

w
indow

s on this henceforth-historic fifth floor, am
use your-

self w
ith the cardboard boxes and juggle w

ith the books. 
N

ow
 and then, indeed, you did m

eet a policem
an or tw

o. 
B

u
t th

ey
 d

id
n
't q

u
estio

n
 y

o
u
. It w

as th
ey

, rath
er, w

h
o
 

w
anted to talk; they poured out w

hat they had heard, and 
insisted that D

allas is the pleasantest tow
n in the w

orld, 
and that it w

as all the fault of the C
ubans. T

hey w
anted to 

be photographed, and the  have their nam
es noted dow

n —
 

they w
anted to be "in the papers" too. 

It is kindest to suppose that the D
allas police, like the 

S
ecret S

ervice, w
ere only delighted that they could present 

A
m

erica w
ith

 a g
u
ilty

 p
arty

 ju
st o

n
e h

o
u
r an

d
 so

m
e 

m
inutes after the assassination. T

he. S
ecret S

ervice had lost 
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P
resident's death; but T

exas' ow
n inner frontiers rem

ained 
w

ide open. 
Ju

st an
y
b
o
d
y
 co

u
ld

 g
et in

to
 th

e p
o
lice h

ead
q
u
arters. 

It w
as a circus, really a circus. P

hotographers stood on 
th

e d
esk

s. A
 jo

u
rn

alist w
as sittin

g
 in

 th
e ch

ief's ch
air, 

taking notes. C
ards w

ere being played in the lift. T
he tele-

vision cam
eras w

ere there; hundreds of cables littered the 
floor. T

here w
ere reflectors, giant m

irrors. Y
es, it w

as like 
being in a H

ollyw
ood studio. 

P
eople w

ere shouting, changing the ceiling lights, telling 
stories of w

hat happened that tim
e in T

okyo or R
io —

 for 
here w

ere journalists from
 the four corners of the earth. 

S
ince m

ost of them
 w

ere staying at the hotel opposite, the 
S

tatler-H
ilton, they w

ere in the habit of calling in at police 
headquarters, by w

ay of taking the air, each tim
e they left 

or w
ent back to the hotel. 

D
istrict A

ttorney H
enry W

ade presided over this fun-
fair, h

o
ld

in
g
 

a
 

n
o

n
-sto

p
 p

ress co
n

feren
ce. S

in
ce each

 
reporter, each radio and television station, w

anted its ow
n 

exclusive statem
ent, he had to repeat the sam

e thing again 
and again. A

 president had been assassinated in his tow
n; 

he had the guilty person on the floor above his office —
 and 

h
e p

assed
 h

is tim
e, alm

o
st all h

is tim
e, in

 ch
it-ch

at. O
h

 
P

ublicity, w
hat is not done in your nam

e? 
"S

u
re, O

sw
ald

's g
u
ilty

. I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 sen
d
 h

im
 to

 th
e 

electric chair. T
he case is an open and shut one," he said -

not once, but a
 dozen tim

es. "N
o, there w

as no plot, no 
foreign responsibility. It w

as an independent act ..." 
H

ow
 could he claim

 to know
 all that? 

O
sw

ald w
as obstinately refusing to talk; he covered his 

ears w
hen K

ennedy's nam
e w

as m
entioned. S

o he could not 
have denied the existence of a conspiracy. A

nd on that day, 
no investigation at all w

as m
ade into the possibility of fellow

-
co

n
sp

irato
rs. L

ik
e Jo

an
 o

f A
rc, W

ad
e m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 

hearing voices . 
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its first p
resid

en
t; th

e C
ity

 P
o
lice h

ad
 p

ro
v
ed

 u
n
ab

le to
 

protect the illustrious visitor. B
ut bad things do happen . 

and now
 they had proved their brilliance, their efficiency, 

their infallibility. T
hey had tracked dow

n their m
an in one 

h
o

u
r

. . . 
T

he w
ord "C

om
m

unist", m
oreover, seem

ed to them
 like 

-a ju
stificatio

n
. A

s a d
etectiv

e sq
u

ad
 ch

ief to
ld

 m
e: "W

e 
can

 d
efen

d
 o

u
rselv

es ag
ain

st th
e o

rd
in

ary
 crim

in
al, o

r 
ag

ain
st a m

alefacto
r w

h
o
 'p

lay
s th

e g
am

e' . 	
b

u
t th

e 
C

om
m

unists —
 they belong to another planet. T

heirs is a 
fo

rm
id

ab
le co

n
sp

iracy
, th

e m
o
st g

ig
an

tic m
en

ace . ." 
—

 R
ather like the Japanese G

enerals in 1945, telling the 
E

m
peror that their honour w

as untarnished because there 
w

as no possible defence against an atom
ic bom

b. 

W
E

 O
U

G
IS

T
 not to forget that in som

e other countries the 
security forces w

ould have reacted m
uch m

ore violently and 
blindly to such a situation. A

 suspect w
ould probably have 

been shot dow
n on sight. T

roops w
ould have occupied the 

tow
n. A

 curfew
 w

ould have been declared. N
ot just one 

C
om

m
unist sym

pathiser, but thousands of people not in 
good odour w

ith the authorities w
ould have been arrested. 

T
he real reproach, the sole justified reproach, that can be 

m
ade against the D

allas officials is for their inactivity after 
O

sw
ald

's cap
tu

re. If in
d

eed
 th

ey
 b

eliev
ed

 h
im

 to
 b

e a 
C

om
m

unist, then logically they should have reasoned that a 
C

om
m

unist never acts on his ow
n, or w

ithout,  orders. A
 

search should have been m
ade for his accom

plices. S
om

e 
attem

pt should have been m
ade to get to the bottom

 of the 
conspiracy . . . 	

• 
O

sw
ald, the killer, had gone to the cinem

a, perhaps to 
lay a false scent . . . but could there not have been a fellow

-
conspirator w

ho took the plane from
 D

allas to F
rankfurt, 

w
h

en
ce it is so

 easy
 to

 reach
 B

erlin
? M

ex
ico

 clo
sed

 its 
fro

n
tiers w

ith
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates h
ard

ly
 an

 h
o

u
r after th

e 
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 L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as .entirely 

circum
stantial, but dam

ning. 
H

e w
orked in the building, he w

as seen there, and he had 
no alibi. H

is palm
-prints (not to be confused w

ith finger-
prints) w

ere on the carbine. H
is ow

n rifle, according to his 
w

ife, w
as not in its hiding-place in M

rs P
aine's garage. A

 
paraffin test show

ed that O
sw

ald had traces of pow
der on 

his hands. A
 photograph w

as found, show
ing O

sw
ald hold-

ing the m
urder rifle. N

ear w
here policem

an T
ippitt w

as 
m

urdered, cartridges w
ere found in the street; they w

ere of 
the sam

e calibre as the pistol w
hich O

sw
ald w

as alleged to 
have had in his pocket at the tim

e of his arrest. T
he carbine 

found am
ong the books on the fifth floor of the T

exas B
ook 

D
ep

o
sito

ry
 w

as sh
o

w
n

 b
y

 th
e F

.B
.I. to

 b
e, w

ith
o

u
t th

e 
shadow

 of a doubt, the one used to kill the P
resident. L

ater, 
the F

.B
.I. w

as authorised by P
resident Johnson to m

ake an 
independent and full investigation —

 until then, the local 
p

o
lice an

d
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice h

ad
 lo

o
k

ed
 v

ery
 m

u
ch

 
ask

an
ce at an

y
 in

terferen
ce b

y
 th

e F
ed

eral p
o

lice; th
ey

 
fo

u
n

d
 b

its o
f tissu

e fro
m

 O
sw

ald
's sh

irt o
n

 th
e b

u
tt o

f 
the w

eapon. 
S

. K
lein &

 C
o., arm

s dealers specialising in the sale of 
rifles, sub m

achine-guns and revolvers from
 A

rm
y surplus 

stores, inform
ed the F

.B
.I. that they had sent the assassina-

tion w
eapon to a certain A

. H
idell. It w

as, to be precise, a 
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T
he form

idable press invasion follow
ing announcem

ent 
of the arrest w

as justified; their C
uriosity still m

ore so. B
ut 

n
o
t th

e fu
n
-fair atm

o
sp

h
ere. A

 p
resid

en
t h

ad
 b

een
 m

u
r-

dered. T
hese w

ere historic hours. T
he future of the w

hole 
w

orld w
as in the balance —

 things should have been done in 
a m

ore seem
ly w

ay. 

O
SW

A
L

D
 M

A
D

E
 tw

o appearances before the journalists that 
evening. T

he rest of the tim
e; as if at a show

, the press w
as 

kept quiet by show
ing them

 the rifle, the police dossier and 
so on; and O

sw
ald's w

ife M
arina, his m

other, his brother 
and the w

itnesses w
ere paraded before them

.. 
O

sw
ald w

as very m
uch at his ease, although his face still 

bore traces of the •scuffle at the •tim
e of his arrest. H

e ex-
changed pleasantries w

ith the pressm
en, show

ed his hand-
cu

ffs, sh
o
o
k
 h

is h
an

d
s p

ettish
ly

, as if to
 d

islo
d
g
e th

e 
detective holding him

 by the arm
. 

"I did not kill T
ippitt," he said, in m

uch the sam
e tone 

as som
eone w

ho says "I haven't had any tea this afternoon." 
T

hen som
eone asked him

: 
"W

hy did you shoot K
ennedy ?" 

• 
"K

ennedy? N
o one has said that I w

as m
ixed up in that. 

It's rid
icu

lo
u
s." T

h
en

, rath
er in

so
len

tly
: "I'm

 b
ein

g
 ill-

treated here. G
ive m

e a law
yer, and in tw

o days I'll be out 
o
f h

ere . ." 
• 

H
e could not know

 in just w
hat w

ay his prophecy w
ould 

com
e true. 
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M
annlichcr-C

arcano carbine, 3 ft if ins long, and w
eighing 

lbS. 
T

h
is ty

p
e o

f w
eap

o
n
 h

ad
 b

een
 u

sed
 fo

r a tim
e in

 th
e 

training of N
.A

.T
.O

. forces. T
hen it w

as discontinued, and 
later sold at give-aw

ay prices. K
lein &

 C
o. had advertised 

it in
 sp

o
rtin

g
 an

d
 "g

irlie" m
ag

azin
ci, at th

e lo
w

 p
rice o

f 
$
1
2
.7

8
 p

o
st free. T

h
e so

-called
 H

id
ell o

rd
ered

 o
n
e o

n
 

M
arch 2oth, 1963, to be sent to his address —

 poste restante, 
D

allas. A
t h

is req
u
est, h

o
les w

ere m
ad

e in
 it fo

r th
e in

-
sertio

n
 o

f a Jap
an

ese telesco
p
ic sig

h
t, w

ith
 q

u
ad

ru
p
le 

m
agnification, w

hich cost $7 m
ore. 

T
h
e D

allas p
o
lice fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 O

sw
ald

 a • n
o
teb

o
o
k
, in

 
w

hich w
ere w

ritten the nam
e A

. H
idell and the postal box 

num
ber to w

hich the rifle w
as sent. In the end, the F

.B
.I. 

found in C
hicago the original handw

ritten letter ordering 
the w

eapon. A
ccording to the experts of this police organisa-

tion, the letter w
as w

ritten by O
sw

ald. 
Im

m
ediately after the details of the gun w

ere published, 
alm

ost w
orld-w

ide doubt w
as expressed about its potential. 

In Italy, a M
ilan new

spaper stated that it w
as im

possible 
for such a w

eapon to fire three tim
es in a few

 seconds; it 
needed m

uch longer for re-loading. Innum
erable • experi- 

m
ents w

ere m
ade; journalists, policem

en, O
lym

pic cham
-

pion m
arksm

en, and expert arm
ourcrs expressed divergent 

opinions. P
ossible, probably, difficult, out of the question ... 

. B
u
t th

e F
.B

.I.'s o
p
in

io
n
 b

ein
g
 th

e o
n
ly

 o
n
e w

h
ich

 
co

u
n
ted

, th
ey

 rep
o
rted

 to
 C

h
ief Ju

stice E
arl W

arren
's 

special C
om

m
ission: 

"O
sw

ald w
as an expert m

arksm
an. H

e had had special 
training in the M

arines. It has been proved that it is pos-
sible to shoot at the intervals indicated by the film

 of the 
assassination. F

rom
 the distance at w

hich O
sw

ald w
as, it 

w
o
u
ld

 o
n
ly

 b
e n

ecessary
 to

 h
av

e a telesco
p
ic len

s w
ith

 
double m

agnification to be able to hit the target easily." 
A

 D
allas detective put it m

ore picturesquely: 
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"O
sw

ald w
as like a hunter lying in w

ait in the bushes for 
the deer to cross the path ..." 

T
he ease w

ith w
hich he could obtain this w

eapon caused 
a shock of indignation through all A

m
erica, and horrified 

the rest of the w
orld. T

he fact is that this is a very flourishing 
trade, and that anybody at all can buy deadly w

eapons very 
cheaply, just by going to the right kind of shop, or at a paw

n 
shop. S

pecialised publications abound w
ith advertisem

ents 
offering bazookas, anti-tank grenades, all sorts of rifles, 
revolvers, daggers and even m

ines —
 a traffic w

ith a turn-
over of m

ore than $2,0oo,000 a year. 
In D

allas itself, there are in som
e shop-w

indow
s m

achine-
guns "w

hich once belonged to H
itler's personal guard", 

an
d
 "rev

o
lv

ers fro
m

 th
e co

llectio
n
 o

f K
in

g
 Ib

n
 S

au
d
 o

f 
S

audi A
rabia". 

O
n
ly

 o
n
e S

tate in
 th

e U
n
io

n
 b

an
s th

is trad
e: S

o
u
th

 
C

aro
lin

a. O
n
ly

 o
n
e d

em
an

d
s th

e w
eap

o
n
's reg

istratio
n
: 

H
aw

aii. O
nly one im

poses a licence to carry arm
s: N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

. E
v
ery

w
h
ere else, y

o
u
 are free to

 b
u
y
 y

o
u
rself an

 
arsenal. T

he only restrictions are on how
 you transport it: 

in general, it is forbidden to carry a concealed w
eapon in a 

public place. 
T

he S
enate is even now

 diligently searching for a m
eans 

of putting an end to this dangerous situation. B
ut oddly 

enough it is the conservative elem
ents, the ultra-nationalists 

and m
en of the S

outh w
ho oppose it: 

"W
e need arm

s to defend ourselves against C
om

m
unist 

invasion" . 	
"If w

e w
eren

't arm
ed

, th
e Y

an
k
ees o

f th
e 

N
orth w

ould invade us" ... "T
he C

onstitution guarantees 
us the right to have a w

eapon." T
hose w

ho urge prohibitive 
m

easures are accused of being enem
ies of the H

om
eland. 

It m
ay be that in and around T

exas, the right to possess 
a revolver is considered as a m

ale attribute, rem
iniscent of 

W
ild W

est days. W
ithin a few

 w
eeks after the assassination, 

S
. K

lein, of C
hicago, w

ho sold the type of carbine used to 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



164 • 	
R

E
D

 R
O

S
E

S
 F

R
O

M
 T

E
X

A
S

 . 

kill K
ennedy, w

ere com
pletely sold out. E

veryone w
anted 

to buy this sam
e M

annlicher-C
arcano. . . 

SC
IEN

TIFIC
 IN

V
E

S
T

IG
A

T
IO

N
S

, an
d
 reco

n
stru

ctio
n
s o

f th
e 

crim
e h

av
e n

o
t tak

en
 in

to
 acco

u
n
t o

n
e d

ecisiv
e facto

r: 
chance. 

D
etectives covered w

ith m
edals, practised in the use of 

their guns, m
ay fire at a crim

inal —
 and he m

ay still get 
aw

ay quite unscathed. H
unters w

ith high-priced w
eapons 

m
ay

 m
iss a b

ig
 stag

 at a rid
icu

lo
u
s d

istan
ce. T

h
ere are 

in
fin

ite p
o
ssib

ilities fo
r m

iscalcu
latio

n
: th

e tu
rn

in
g
 o

f a 
car, an atm

ospheric reflection, blinding by the sun, a bad-
quality bullet —

 and A
rm

y surplus stocks often contain very 
old, defective and uncertain am

m
unition. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
, O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 su
ffered

 fro
m

 n
erv

o
u
s co

n
-

ditions since the age of thirteen. H
e had not killed before. 

H
e had never fired from

 that w
indow

. H
ow

 did he during 
those unforgettable seconds, rem

ain so entirely in control of 
his fingers? 

H
e w

as shooting at a m
oving car, in w

hich there w
ere 

five people, and yet he hit only the tw
o chosen victim

s -
and hit th

em
 in

 v
ital p

arts. 
It w

ould scen
t that that afternoon he had a m

ost pow
erful 

ally: F
ate itself. 

"T
IIE

ItE
 Is no doubt at all," proclaim

ed D
istrict A

ttorney 
H

enry W
ade, speaking of O

sw
ald's guilt. 

"S
o far as it is hum

anly possible to assure ourselves of it, 
h
e is g

u
ilty

," rep
eated

 p
o
lice ch

ief Jesse C
u

rry
. "T

h
e 

investigation is closed." 
T

hose w
ho, like m

yself, saw
 O

sw
ald close up, and talked 

to him
, on that night of N

ovem
ber 22nd, could only record 

such final statem
ents. W

e could only note, too, that O
sw

ald 
did indeed look like a m

aniac assassin. 
H

e seem
ed

 to
 en

jo
y
 h

is triu
m

p
h
, an

d
 th

e atten
tio

n
 o

f 

A
N

A
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w
hich he w

as the centre. A
 different m

an accused of so 
m

onstrous a crim
e w

ould have behaved quite differently. 
H

e w
ould have struggled, protested, shouted,' w

ept —
 not 

taken it all alm
ost as a joke. 

It is ' q
u
ite ev

id
en

t th
at th

e ex
p
lan

atio
n
 o

f O
sw

ald
's 

crim
inal act lies in his character. A

ll his life he had been 
disgruntled, a failure, a good-for-nothing. H

e w
as like a 

m
an possessed, w

ho is betrayed by that very dem
on w

hich 
has so exclusively ruled him

. T
he chance had com

e to hurl 
d
efian

ce at so
ciety

; to
 rev

en
g
e h

im
self u

p
o
n
 it 

en bloc 
(since in shooting K

ennedy he shot, as it w
ere, m

illions 
and m

illions); to prove that he, the obscure, unim
portant, 

etern
ally

 th
ru

st-to
-o

n
e-sid

e L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
, co

u
ld

 
change the course of history. S

o he snatched it. 
B

u
t w

as O
sw

ald
 a C

o
m

m
u
n
ist, o

r u
n
d
er C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

orders, that day? T
hat question W

ill never receive a satis-
factory answ

er. It w
ill continue to divide A

m
erican opinion 

for years to com
e. It m

ay be that the answ
er lies som

ew
here 

in the huge ultra-secret F
.B

.I. dossier —
 tw

o volum
es of 125 

typed pages, and three volum
es of photographs and docu-

m
ents. W

ashington has w
isely delayed its full publication. 

O
sw

ald had gone to live in R
ussia, and had renounced 

his A
m

erican nationality, but the S
oviet authorities had 

never been keen on hin. W
hy? 

W
hy did the U

nited S
tates E

m
bassy im

m
ediately give 

him
 his passport and pay the costs of his return? 

A
ll this seem

s very odd. C
ertainly, he claim

ed to be a 
M

arxist, but he had also been through the school of the 
M

arin
es, an

d
 w

h
atev

er y
o
u
 say

 ab
o
u
t th

at corps d'elite, 
you can't say it turns out future C

om
m

unists ... 
A

nyw
ay, the m

ilitants of the R
ed parties w

ere not very 
p
ro

u
d
 o

f h
im

. N
o
t o

n
ly

 d
id

 th
e A

m
erican

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ists 

d
iso

w
n
 h

im
 in

d
ig

n
an

tly
, b

u
t th

ey
 h

asten
ed

 to
 p

u
b
lish

 
certain letters —

 requests for propaganda leaflets —
 w

hich he 
had w

ritten to them
. 
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In
 M

o
sco

w
 an

 u
n
p
reced

en
ted

 step
 w

as tak
en

: th
e 

S
oviet G

overnm
ent passed over O

sw
ald's dossier to' the 

A
m

erican A
m

bassador. 
T

he A
m

erican C
om

m
ittee for F

air ,P
lay to C

uba —
 m

ore 
sim

ply, the centre for C
astro's propaganda in the U

nited 
S

tates —
 d

eclared
 th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as n
ev

er a p
ro

m
in

en
t 

m
em

ber. 
O

n the evening of N
ovem

ber 22nd the D
allas police had 

quite w
rongly announced that O

sw
ald w

as one of the m
ove-

m
ent's leaders. H

e had done no m
ore than ask the C

om
-

m
ittee for leaflets, w

hich he distributed on his ow
n account 

in the streets of N
ew

 O
rleans. H

e w
as indeed arrested by the 

police during one of these appearances on the street, and 
fined som

e dollars. T
he pro-C

uba C
om

m
ittee of course 

encouraged him
, as they w

ould have done anyone w
ho gave 

them
 support —

in their situation, they could not afford to 
do otherw

ise. 
O

sw
ald, then, w

as rejected by those he considered his 
ow

n. 
E

ven his w
ife —

 w
ho on the evening of the assassination 

declared that L
ee w

as not easy to get on w
ith and that she, 

M
arina, w

as the only person w
ho loved him

 —
 forsook his 

m
em

ory, or at least seem
ed to do so. 

S
om

e w
eeks later, after a visit to the hairdresser for a new

 
p
erm

an
en

t w
av

e an
d
 m

o
re flatterin

g
 "m

ak
e-u

p
", sh

e 
declared before the C

om
m

ission of E
nquiry, that she now

 
believed her husband to be an assassin. S

he even spoke of 
another crim

e: O
sw

ald had told her of his attem
pt to kill 

the extrem
e tight.w

hig G
eneral W

alker, w
ho had preached 

rebellion against K
ennedy, and so on. 

M
an

y
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts w
ere fo

u
n
d
 at O

sw
ald

's h
o
m

e, in
-

cluding photographs of arm
y draft cards, lists of nam

es, and 
letters from

 left-w
ing organisations. B

ut nothing of all this 
suggests any active part in political conspiracies. O

n the 
o
th

er h
an

d
, it is reaso

n
ab

le to
 su

p
p
o
se th

at an
y
o
n
e in

- 
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volved in a plot w

ould be careful not to have com
prom

ising 
papers about. 

M
oscow

, too —
 if it had been concerned in the m

atter -
could of course cynically pretend that O

sw
ald had not been 

w
anted there. T

hey could forge false dossiers and send them
 

to W
ashington —

 or even order a Soviet citizen to m
ake such 

statem
ents about her husband as w

ould best serve the ends 
of their tortuous policies. 

T
he F

.B
.I. w

as later •to study m
inutely a ,list of books 

borrow
ed from

 the N
ew

 O
rleans public library. O

sw
ald's 

long stay in the capital of the S
tate of L

ouisiana —
 from

 
M

ay to S
eptem

ber 1963 —
 has never really been explained. 

W
hat w

as O
sw

ald doing there? W
hy did he stay on there, 

m
ost of the tim

e unem
ployed, and far from

 his fam
ily? 

O
sw

ald read P
ortrait of a P

resident, a book op K
ennedy —

 
but w

ith a preface describing the death of A
braham

 L
in-

coln, and an account of the assassination of H
uey L

ong 
L

o
u
isian

a's little d
ictato

r; 
M

ao-T
se T

ung:• P
ortrait of a 

R
evolutionary; T

he B
erlin W

all; and W
hat You Should K

now
 

about C
om

m
unism

. 
A

ll th
ese b

o
o
k
s w

ere v
io

len
tly

 an
ti-

C
om

m
unist. 

H
e also read som

e detective stories; those w
ritten by Ian 

F
lem

ing —
 the Jam

es B
ond series. T

his w
as John K

ennedy's 
favourite author. 

O
sw

ald him
self had w

ritten a book. A
 young shorthand 

typist, P
auline V

. B
ates, of F

ort W
orth, states that O

sw
ald 

d
ictated

 to
 h

er m
o
st o

f a m
an

u
scrip

t o
n
 h

is life in
 th

e 
Soviet U

n
io

n
, w

h
ich

 h
e m

ean
t to

 p
u
b
lish

. T
h
e b

o
o
k
 w

as a 
bitter attack on the R

ussian regim
e. It said that living con-

ditions there w
ere terrible, and that fear w

as the com
m

on 
denom

inator am
ong the people. 

O
sw

ald took the m
anuscript w

ith him
; he told P

auline 
B

ates that he had becom
e an A

m
erican secret agent, and 

w
ould soon be going to R

ussia on W
ashington's behalf. 

O
sw

ald's m
other m

akes the sam
e claim

: her son w
orked 
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for the C
entral Intelligence A

gency. B
ut she saw

 her son 
v
ery

 rarely
, an

d
 ev

en
 th

e few
 letter's h

e w
ro

te h
er fro

m
 

R
ussia said nothing m

uch about w
hat he thought and did. 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 n

o
 co

n
fid

an
ts. . 

O
nce or tw

ice in M
oscow

, how
ever, he agreed to talk to 

so
m

e A
m

erican
 jo

u
rn

alists: A
lin

e M
o
sb

y
 an

d
 P

riscilla 
Jo

h
n
so

n
. W

o
m

en
, "b

ecau
se w

o
m

en
 are m

o
re u

n
d
er-

stan
d
in

g
 . .." 

H
e h

ad
 co

m
e to

 R
u
ssia b

ecau
se h

e h
ad

 k
n
o
w

n
 o

n
ly

 
p
en

u
ry

 in
 th

e S
tates. F

o
r h

im
, M

arx
 w

as ju
st a refu

g
e. 

"I've never been a C
om

m
unist, I've never even know

n one," 
he claim

ed. H
e had saved up a longtim

e to pay his fare to 
R

ussia. H
e had learned R

ussian all by him
self w

ith the help 
of an old gram

m
ar book. 

B
ut it w

as easy to divine his real m
otive. H

e had gone to 
R

ussia to better him
self. 

It's crazy to theorise, but one just can't help w
ondering 

w
hat w

ould have happened if he had stayed there m
uch 

longer. P
erhaps one day he w

ould have taken a shot from
 a 

w
indow

 at N
ikita K

ruschev 
In N

ew
 O

rleans, O
sw

ald also frequented agents of the 
an

ti-C
astro

 m
o
v
em

en
t. O

n
e o

f th
e o

rg
an

isers o
f su

ch
 a 

group in exile, C
arlos B

ringuer, rem
em

bers that O
sw

ald 
suggested joining their m

ovem
ent and infiltrating the ranks 

of C
astro's supporters on their behalf. L

ater on, perhaps, 
B

ringuer w
ould have discovered that the young m

an w
as 

playing a double gam
e, and have reproached him

 bitterly. 
O

S
W

A
L

D
 R

A
R

E
L

Y
 had m

ore than a dollar or tw
o in his 

pocket. H
is pregnant w

ife and their daughter w
ould have to 

d
ep

en
d
 o

n
 th

e g
en

ero
sity

 o
f stran

g
ers. Y

et su
d
d
en

ly
 h

e 
departed, at the end of S

eptem
ber, for a m

ysterious.destina-
tion. 

W
ith adm

irable good sense —
 w

hen one recalls that at 
D

allas even the m
ain m

otorw
ay through the scene of the 
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crim

e w
as not blocked —

 the M
exican F

ederal G
overnm

ent 
ordered the com

plete closure of the com
m

on frontier, half 
an hour after the official announcem

ent of M
r K

ennedy's 
death. 

In
 M

ex
ico

 C
ity

, n
o
th

in
g
 w

as y
et k

n
o
w

n
 o

f O
sw

ald
's 

arrest. It w
as not until next day that the M

exican S
ecret 

police (w
ho have the double task of guarding the P

resident 
of the R

epublic, and m
aintaining a political security check 

in
 th

e co
u
n
try

) d
isco

v
ered

 th
at so

m
eo

n
e n

am
ed

 L
ee H

. 
O

sw
ald

 —
 h

o
ld

in
g
 P

assp
o
rt N

.1
5
4
6
7
9
A

 issu
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t h

ad
 p

assed
 th

e fro
n
tier at 

L
oredo, T

exas, on S
eptem

ber 26th, 1963. 
T

he "F
rontcra" L

ine, w
hose buses date from

 before the 
first w

orld w
ar, m

ust provide the police w
ith lists of those 

passengers w
ho cross the frontier. O

ne of these lists con-
tained O

sw
ald's nam

e. A
n em

ployee of the bus com
pany, 

w
atching television after the D

allas tragedy, rem
em

bered 
him

; O
sw

ald had m
ade rather a nuisance of him

self, first 
asking to be show

n a cheap hotel and then trying to get a 
reduction of the F

ederal tax on the ticket. 
I h

av
e sp

o
k
en

 w
ith

 th
e em

p
lo

y
ee, L

u
cio

 L
o
p
ez, w

h
o
 

show
ed m

e his records. T
hese reveal that O

sw
ald told him

 
h
e in

ten
d
ed

 to
 g

o
 to

 C
u
b
a, an

d
 ask

ed
 if th

ere w
ere a 

clandestine route. 

I W
E

N
T

 to
 M

e
x
ic

o
 

fro
m

 D
allas b

ecau
se I th

o
u
g
h
t it 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e v

ery
 in

terestin
g
 to

 fo
llo

w
 h

is track
s in

 th
at 

country. In the M
exican capital I discovered som

e rem
ark-

able facts. 
It is know

n that O
sw

ald stayed there from
 S

eptem
ber 

2
6
th

 to
 O

cto
b
er 3

rd
; an

d
 w

h
en

 a m
an

 h
as fo

r m
o
n
th

s 
nursed and perfectly laid a diabolical plan, w

hich has led 
to the m

ost dram
atic political assassination of the century, 

he does not go to M
exico just to breathe m

ountain air or 
hear the "m

ariachi". 

is 
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O
sw

ald, w
ho w

as alw
ays short of m

oney, did not go to 
M

ex
ico

 w
ith

o
u
t v

ery
 stro

n
g
 reaso

n
. H

ad
 it b

een
 ju

st a 
q
u
estio

n
 o

f o
b
tain

in
g
 a v

isa fo
r a retu

rn
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
nion, he could have got this directly in W

ashington, by 
p
o
st; o

r b
y
 m

ak
in

g
 an

o
th

er ap
p
ro

ach
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a to

u
rist 

agency. If it w
as the action of an unbalanced m

an, subject 
to

 crazy
 im

p
u
lses, th

en
 w

h
y
 d

id
 h

e stay
 so

 lo
n
g
 in

 th
is 

foreign tow
n, in an unknow

n country w
hose language he 

could not speak, and w
heie he knew

 no one? 
T

h
ere is a q

u
ite sim

p
le an

d
 lo

g
ical an

sw
er. O

sw
ald

 
w

anted to prepare his get-aw
ay. H

e hoped to get back into 
M

exico, taking advantage of lax protection of the frontier, 
and go on to C

uba. If he held a pre-dated visa, this w
ould 

arouse no suspicion. 
B

ut I found out som
ething else in M

exico: in the first 
place, that the C

uban C
onsulate has not told all the truth 

about the O
sw

ald case, and is trying to cover his tracks. 
T

h
an

k
s to

 th
e v

alu
ab

le h
elp

 o
f an

 o
ld

 frien
d
 in

 th
e 

"secret police" (he w
as one of the bodyguards assigned to 

both K
ennedy and E

isenhow
er w

hen the tw
o presidents 

visited M
exico) I found out that O

sw
ald had had tim

e to 
g
o
 to

 H
av

an
a. A

n
 u

n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 liaiso

n
 ex

ists b
etw

een
 

M
exico and C

uba. It is only necessary to go by plane or 
b
u
s to

 M
erid

a, an
d
 fro

m
 th

ere m
o
re o

r less clan
d
estin

e 
P

lan
es w

ill fly
 y

o
u
 to

 H
av

an
a. O

r o
n
e can

 ev
en

 tak
e a 

p
lan

e d
irectly

 fro
m

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 airp

o
rt. T

h
e d

ates o
f 

d
ep

artu
re an

d
 arriv

al co
-in

cid
e w

ith
 th

o
se of O

sw
ald's 

stay. 
F

or this, it is only necessary to hold a laissez-passev from
 

the C
uban C

onsulate, recognised by the M
exican authori-

ties. S
ince alm

ost alw
ays these laissez passer are in

 false 
nam

es, the M
exican Im

m
igration service have no m

eans of 
know

ing if O
sw

ald m
ade such a•journey. T

he C
ubans of 

course deny it, but no one in M
exico believes a w

ord they 
say. 
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T
he other point established is even m

ore 'striking. 
I had talks w

ith people high up in the M
exican G

overn-
m

ent, and w
ith influential foreign diplom

ats w
ell inform

ed 
on the situation: I w

as told that M
exico believes O

sw
ald to 

have been involved in a C
uban plot; that he w

as, indeed, 
acting for a group of C

om
m

unist C
ubans operating w

ithout 
C

astro's approval or know
ledge. T

his group m
ay be under 

th
e in

flu
en

ce o
f n

eo
-S

talin
ists, an

d
 th

eir m
o
tiv

es in
 in

-
stigating such a crim

e are easily divined. 
T

hey m
ay have w

anted to create chaos, a chaos w
hich, in 

the end —
 in view

 of the political situation in L
atin A

m
erica 

—
 could only profit the extrem

ist agitators of the L
eft. O

r 
th

ey
 m

ay
 h

av
e so

u
g
h
t to

 strik
e a h

isto
ric b

lo
w

 w
h
o
se 

propaganda value w
ould com

pensate for political point-
lessness. W

e should not overlook the fact that w
e have to do 

h
ere w

ith
 rev

o
lu

tio
n
aries, an

d
 th

at fan
atics are rarely

 
diplom

ats of the classical school. 
S

o
 co

m
p
letely

 is M
ex

ico
 co

n
v
in

ced
 o

f th
is th

at th
e 

P
resident no longer opposes m

ilitary action by the U
nited 

S
tates against C

uba, as alw
ays in the past. 

M
oreover, the A

m
erican S

tate D
epartm

ent w
ould have 

been fully inform
ed of this plot. W

hy then did W
ashington 

rem
ain silent —

 unless because it w
as not desired to inflam

e 
A

m
erican public opinion? T

o reveal officially that H
avana 

w
as even indirectly responsible w

ould have led to such a 
reaction that the situation w

ould have got com
pletely out 

of control. T
here is m

ore than one general at the P
entagon 

quite capable of duplicating —
 against C

uba —
 R

uby's 
action against O

sw
ald. 

T
he change of governm

ent in W
ashington also neces-

sitated a pause for reflection and evaluation. 

I F
O

L
L

O
W

E
D

, then, step by step in O
sw

ald's tracks. F
rom

 
the bus station he w

ent to the little "C
om

m
ercial" hotel -

or rather inn —
 in a lane nam

ed B
ernardo de S

ahugan. 
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It has four floors, is built in glazed red brick, and is very 
difficult to find. It is an ideal hide-out. T

he inside is clean, 
even m

odern —
 but not the kind of place w

here you w
ould 

ex
p
ect to

 fin
d
 an

 A
m

erican
. T

h
e cu

sto
m

ers arc m
o
stly

 
In

d
ian

 lo
rry

-d
riv

ers, an
d
 —

 acco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e p

o
lice -

sm
ugglers and pickpockets.. 
T

h
e ch

am
b
erm

aid
, M

atild
ra G

u
arn

ica H
ern

an
d
ez, 

show
ed m

e the fourth-floor room
 O

sw
ald occupied —

 sm
all, 

but com
fortable, w

ith its ow
n show

er-bath. O
sw

ald paid 
16 pesos a day for this room

, N
o. 18: $1.6o in A

m
erican 

m
oney. H

e had no suitcases, but a haversack. H
e w

ashed 
his shirt him

self and talked to no-one; in any case, he knew
 

alm
ost no S

panish. 
H

e h
ad

 n
o
 v

isito
rs, certain

ly
 n

o
 w

o
m

en
 v

isito
rs. N

o
t 

th
at th

e h
o
tel co

n
cern

ed
 itself ab

o
u
t th

at; th
ere w

as a 
second door w

hich could have been used. 
T

he night porter w
ho received O

sw
ald, S

ebastian P
erez 

H
ernandez, told m

e that as he w
as an A

m
erican he asked 

him
 to sign the register; and that he show

ed his passport. 
(W

hy in heaven's nam
e did the S

tate D
epartm

ent give this 
new

 passport to a m
an w

ho had gone over to R
ussia, com

e 
b
ack

 ag
ain

 an
d
 w

as u
n
d
er p

artial su
rv

eillan
ce b

y
 th

e 
F

.B
.I.?) 

U
sually, said the porter, they do not bother to register 

everybody, but O
sw

ald m
ade no objection. ,  T

he M
exican 

police w
onder w

hy; did he w
ish to record the fact of his 

presence in M
exico C

ity in this w
ay? 

O
sw

ald ate in a kind of bar alongside the hotel, called 
La E

sperenza. 
It b

elo
n
g
s to

 an
 o

b
serv

an
t w

id
o
w

, w
h
o
 

rem
em

bers O
sw

ald very w
ell. F

or an A
m

erican, he w
as 

very econom
ical, even m

ean, asking the price of each dish 
in advance and never leaving a tip. A

nd he w
as alw

ays in 
shirt-sleeves, a thing w

hich in M
exico C

ity at once betrays 
the "Y

ankee". 	
• 

T
he w

idow
ed S

enora D
olores R

am
irez de B

arrero says 
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that O
sw

ald ate in her bar for only three days. H
e cam

e at 
exactly one o'clock and left at one-thirty..H

is m
enu w

as the 
sam

e: a beefsteak, and rice, costing altogether 4 pesos. In 
th

e ev
en

in
g
, at ten

, h
e cam

e an
d
 h

ad
 a co

ffee, at h
alf a 

peso. 
It is therefore possible that O

sw
ald w

as aw
ay for tw

o 
days. 

I w
en

t b
ack

 to
 th

e n
eig

h
b

o
u

rin
g

 h
o

tel, an
d

 th
is tim

e 
talked w

ith the proprietor, w
ho had not him

self seen O
s-

w
ald

 b
u
t w

as h
o
rrified

 at th
e id

ea th
at th

e assassin
 o

f a 
C

atholic president should have lodged at his prem
ises. H

e 
m

ade som
e calculations, and told m

e that it w
as quite pos-

sible for O
sw

ald to have been aw
ay from

 the tow
n over the 

w
eek-end w

ithout anyone noticing. T
he porter w

as on leave 
on S

unday, and the proprietor him
self took his duty. H

e 
did not see O

sw
ald at all. T

he cham
berm

aid does not m
ake 

the beds on a S
unday, and w

orks very irregular hours on 
S

aturday and M
onday; after tw

o m
onths, she could not 

rem
em

ber if a particular client w
as absent or not. C

ertainly, 
O

sw
ald paid the full bill. 

A
t th

e C
u
b
an

 C
o
n
su

late, w
h
ich

 I ap
p
ro

ach
ed

 o
n
 th

e 
pretext of applying for a visa, applicants are received in 
succession in a special room

, and interview
ed in private. I 

w
as n

o
t ask

ed
 fo

r m
y
 p

assp
o
rt, b

u
t w

as to
ld

 to
 fill u

p
 a 

form
. 

I then asked, as a journalist, to speak to the A
m

bassador, 
Jo

ach
im

 H
ern

an
d
es A

rm
as. H

e receiv
ed

 m
e, in

 th
e 

presence of a P
ress attach6, F

ernandez R
oa. I asked him

 to 
talk to m

e about O
sw

ald. 
T

he A
m

bassador repeated the official story, as if by rote. 
O

sw
ald had gone to the C

onsulate, in the C
ajo F

ernandez 
M

arkes, on the m
orning of S

eptem
ber 27th, and asked for 

a tran
sit v

isa to
 R

u
ssia. H

e talk
ed

 to
 an

 em
p
lo

y
ee, th

e 
C

onsul being "aw
ay travelling". H

e w
as told that in order 

to get a transit visa he m
ust first have a S

oviet visa. H
is 
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p
assp

o
rt w

as n
o
t in

 an
y
 case v

alid
 fo

r C
u
b
a. O

sw
ald

 
• • shO

W
ecl im

patience and disappointm
ent. 

. I ask
ed

 to
 see th

e d
o
ssier, an

d
 to

 talk
 to

 th
e secretary

 
concerned. 

"S
enora S

ilva D
uran is resting,". the A

m
bassador replied; 

"S
h
e w

as so
 u

p
set b

y
 th

e q
u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e M

ex
ican

 
police, that she had to go to the country for a rest. A

s for the 
dossier, the F

ederal political police have im
pounded it . .• . • 

F
o
rtu

n
ately

, I h
ad

 alread
y
 g

o
n
e in

to
 th

is, an
d
 I k

n
ew

 
. th

at th
e p

o
lice h

ad
 d

o
n
e n

o
 m

o
re th

an
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 th

is 
dossicr, w

hich as a diplom
atic docum

ent they could not 
im

pound. 
T

he A
m

bassador said then that he w
ould enquire, and 

that I should com
e back later that afternoon to see the files, 

and also to photograph him
. T

his I did. B
ut only to be told 

that the A
m

bassador w
as out —

 he had left for A
capulco. 

T
here w

ere no instructions for m
e, and no m

essage. 
T

he Iron C
urtain had snapped dow

n in m
y face. 

I have reliable inform
ation that on the day follow

ing the 
assassination, the M

exican F
ederal police arrested S

enora 
S

ilva D
uran. T

he political police seem
 to have know

n of 
several m

eetings betw
een her and O

sw
ald. T

he dossiers w
ere 

seized, but later returned. 
S

enora D
uran w

as severely interrogated, and her hom
e 

searched from
 top to bottom

. T
he M

exican police accused 
1. her of being concerned in the conspiracy. 

S
o secret w

as this interrogation that at first it w
as thought 

th
at S

en
o
ra D

u
ran

 h
ad

 •b
een

 k
id

n
ap

p
ed

 b
y
 an

ti-C
astro

 
extrem

ists. T
he regular police took the m

atter up, and so 
becam

e the unw
itting m

eans of letting the cat out of the 
b
ag

. T
h
e C

o
n
su

late th
en

 in
terv

en
ed

 an
d
 o

b
tain

ed
 th

e 
S

enora's release. 
S

enor R
oa, the C

uban M
inister for F

oreign A
ffairs, sent 

a very strong N
ote to M

exico. Its language, indeed, w
as so 

violent that the M
exican G

overnm
ent not only refused to 
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accept it, but at one point threatened to break off diplo-
m

atic relations. T
he C

ubans backed dow
n after the M

exi-
cans had freed S

enora D
uran and returned the files. T

he 
M

ex
ican

s said
 th

at sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 arrested

 in
 erro

r, as a 
M

exican citizen, because she had "never said that she had 
C

uban nationality." 
W

hy, it is asked in diplom
atic circles, did C

uba send 
su

ch
 a p

ro
test? T

h
e in

cid
en

t w
as u

n
im

p
o

rtan
t, an

d
 it 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 n
o
rm

al to
 accep

t th
e q

u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f 
em

ployees on such a m
atter as. this. W

hy, above all, did 
S

enora D
uran im

m
ediately go back to C

uba (the A
m

bas-
sador w

as not telling the truth w
hen he said that she w

as in 
the country) if her part in the affair w

as only that of a m
ere 

secretary accepting an application for a visa? 
T

he S
oviet C

onsulate and E
m

bassy are only a hundred 
y
ard

s o
r so

 fro
m

 th
e C

u
b
an

 o
n
es. T

h
ere O

sw
ald

 w
as 

co
ld

ly
 receiv

ed
, lik

e an
y
o
n
e else w

h
o
 en

ters a S
o
v
iet 

E
m

bassy ... it's alw
ays like that w

ith the R
ussians. H

e w
as 

told that his application w
ould be forw

arded to M
oscow

, 
and that that w

ould take tim
e. 

N
o-one in M

exico C
ity doubts in the least the version 

given by the S
oviet G

overnm
ent. It is perfectly norm

al for 
the E

m
bassy to do this; they have no pow

er to grant a visa 
w

ithout authorisation. N
or w

as O
sw

ald im
portant enough 

for a telegram
 to be sent —

 w
hich in any case Soviet consuls 

do very rarely. O
n the contrary, in view

 of O
sw

ald's past 
'history, the fact that he w

as not resident in M
exico and 

other peculiarities, it w
as natural for the C

onsular officials 
to be circum

spect. M
exican agents stationed in the street 

state that O
sw

ald left the S
oviet E

m
bassy looking furious, 

and that he m
ade scornful rem

arks about the S
oviets to 

them
. 

B
ut w

hat is, interesting here is that, as I have established, 
the R

ussian C
onsulate only takes applications on F

ridays. 
O

n all other days the doors are closed, and no one, w
hoever 
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h
e is, can

 g
et in

. S
ep

tem
b
er 2

7
th

 w
as 'a F

rid
ay

. It w
as 

natural, then, for O
sw

ald to go to the S
oviet C

onsulate, so 
near the C

uban one, on that F
riday; and to learn then that 

the offices w
ere closed the rest of the tim

e. In that case, 
w

hy did he stay in M
exico until O

ctober 3rd? If it w
as in 

order to return to the S
oviet consulate, w

hy did he not w
ait 

until the 4th, also a F
riday? 

O
n
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
, O

cto
b
er 3

rd
, O

sw
ald

 w
en

t to
 th

e b
u
s 

statio
n
 at 2

.3
o
 p

.m
.; th

at d
ay

's b
u
s w

as late startin
g
. H

e 
b
o
u
g
h
t a tick

et fo
r L

ared
o
, T

ex
as, v

ia R
io

 G
ran

d
e; fo

r ' 
75 pesos. ( $5.71). T

he 690-m
ile journey took nearly tw

enty 
h
o
u
rs. H

e arriv
ed

 at th
e fro

n
tier at ab

o
u
t eig

h
t in

 th
e 

m
o
rn

in
g
 o

n
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 d

ay
. • • 

H
A

D
 O

S
W

A
L

D
, 

w
h
ile in

 M
ex

ico
, b

een
 in

 co
n
tact w

ith
 

other conspirators, perhaps also w
ith R

ight-w
ing groups? 

It sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e fo
rg

o
tten

 th
at th

e an
ti-C

astro
 elem

en
ts • 

w
ere rath

er em
b
ittered

 ag
ain

st K
en

n
ed

y
, w

h
o
m

 th
ey

 
accused of having betrayed the exiles' revolutionary m

ove-
m

en
t ... N

o
 o

n
e k

n
o
w

s. T
h
e cap

ital o
f M

ex
ico

 h
as fiv

e 
m

illion inhabitants, a sw
arm

ing w
orld in w

hich a scent is 
soon lost. 

O
sw

ald
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 actin
g
 fo

r p
ro

-C
h
in

a C
u
b
an

 
C

om
m

unists w
ho w

ished thus to dam
age either the U

nited 
S

tates or K
ruschev. 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 v

ery
 b

itter m
em

o
ries o

f R
u
ssia, b

u
t h

e 
retain

ed
 a liv

ely
 ad

m
iratio

n
 fo

r C
astro

, a m
an

 w
h
o
se 

ex
u
b
eran

ce an
d
 rash

n
ess ap

p
ealed

 to
 h

im
. C

astro
 h

ad
 

called K
ennedy an idiot and a dem

agogue, and said that if 
"the rulers of A

m
erica seek to elim

inate the C
uban revo-. 

lutionaries, they them
selves in their turn w

ill be in m
ortal 

d
an

g
er." 

I recall that som
e m

onths before his death, in his cell in 
the prison of S

t Q
uentin in C

alifornia, C
aryll C

hessm
an 

talked to m
e at length of his plan to "kill or kidnap H

itler", 
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and m

ake a trium
phal )return to the U

nited.  States —
 he, 

the dregs of society, gangster and public enem
y N

o. I. 
P

erhaps O
sw

ald follow
ed the sam

e m
ad dream

. T
o k

ill 
K

en
n

ed
y, an

d
 th

en
 flee to C

u
b

a or to M
oscow

, w
h

ere 
surely —

 such w
ould be his naive reasoning —

 he w
ould be 

looked upon as the greatest hero of our tim
es. 
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`I cpuld stay here fO
r ever' 

• W
H

E
N

 T
IL

E
 'S

E
C

R
E

T
 S

erviC
e m

an pushed L
yndon Johnson 

..roughly dow
n on

 to the floor of the car, the V
ice-P

resident 
cam

e close to fainting. H
e w

as nearly suffocated beneath 
Y

oungblood's heavy body, his living shield. 
"W

hat's happening ?" he groaned. B
ut Y

oungblood did 
not know

 w
hat to answ

er. 
Jack

s, th
e ch

au
ffeu

r, h
ad

 b
een

 try
in

g
 v

ain
ly

 to
 co

n
tact 

agent R
oy K

ellerm
an by radio; the latter w

as out in front, 
sitting next to the driver in the presidential car. T

he only 
answ

er he got w
as "F

ollow
 us to the hospital." L

ater, E
m

ory 
P

. R
oberts, head of the S

pecial D
etail, ordered Y

oungblood 
"P

rotect your m
an." 

Johnson staggered as he got out of the car in front of the 
hospital. H

is pallor and silence, and his m
echanical m

ove-
m

en
ts, sh

arp
ly

 stru
ck

 all w
h
o
 saw

 h
im

. T
h
at is w

h
y
 th

e 
ru

m
o
u
r ran

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e w
h
o
le co

u
n
try

 th
at Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 

h
ad

 a h
eart attack

. In
 o

n
e cin

em
a, th

e p
erfo

rm
an

ce w
as . 

interrupted for au announcem
ent of, thedeaths of all three: • 

K
ennedy, C

onnally and Johnson. 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

as tak
en

 in
to

 a p
art o

f th
e h

o
sp

ital n
o
rm

ally
 

used for less serious .o
p
etatio

n
s: o

n
e larg

e ro
o
m

 an
d
 o

n
e 

sm
all one, w

ith fluorescent lighting. Johnson sat dow
n on a 

stretcher, and inhaled oxygen through a special m
ask. 

It w
ill be very difficult for a historian to sift truth from

 
leg

en
d
 w

h
en

 it co
m

es to
 reco

rd
in

g
 o

b
jectiv

ely
 ju

st w
h
at 

Johnson did during the terrible hour he had to live through 
178 

b
etw

een
 h

is arrival at th
e h

osp
ital an

d
 th

e m
om

en
t h

e took
 

th
e O

ath
 as p

resid
en

t. 
It is said

 th
at h

e b
rok

e d
ow

n
 an

d
 cou

ld
 n

ot d
ecid

e w
h

at 
to d

o an
d

 th
at h

e w
ish

ed
 to go b

ack
 to W

ash
in

gton
 at on

ce 
w

ith
ou

t w
aitin

g for Jacq
u

elin
e K

en
n

ed
y. S

h
e, for h

er p
art, 

w
an

ted
 to stay w

ith
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
's b

od
y an

d
 tak

e it b
ack

 
w

ith her to the W
hite H

ouse, in the plane A
ir F

orce I. 
In

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
, th

ey
 a

re ju
st a

s g
o
o
d

 a
t re-w

ritin
g
 

H
istory as in

 M
oscow

. T
od

ay Joh
n

son
 is p

resid
en

t of th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

tates, an
d

 m
ay rem

ain
 so for an

oth
er fou

r years 
y
et. H

e h
a
s a

t h
is o

rd
ers p

u
b

licity
 a

g
en

ts w
h

o
 a

re th
e 

cleverest an
d

 b
est p

aid
 in

 th
e cou

n
try. T

h
ey are also th

e 
m

ost unscrupulous. H
e has the pow

er. H
e is surrounded by 

a crow
d of journalists, m

ost of w
hom

 do nothing else all the 
tim

e b
u

t try
 to

 p
lea

se th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se "
b

o
ss"

, a
n

d
 

m
eekly, respect all the taboos. 
T

h
ere w

ere n
ot m

an
y w

itn
esses of w

h
at exactly h

ap
-

pened in those tw
o room

s at the hospital. T
he shutters w

ere 
closed

, an
d

 th
e d

oors strictly gu
ard

ed
 b

y arm
ed

 m
en

. W
e 

m
ust therefore follow

 the official version. 
W

hen P
resident Johnson w

as told of K
ennedy's death, lie 

feared
 arm

ed
 con

sp
iracy, even

 revolu
tion

. H
e th

erefore 
d

ecid
ed

 th
at in

 th
e cou

n
try's b

est in
terests h

e m
u

st at all 
costs w

ithdraw
 from

 the dangers of D
allas and return to the 

capital. 
T

his rom
an

tic id
ea of a "

con
sp

iracy"
 seem

s reason
ab

le 
en

ou
gh

 at first sigh
t. It m

igh
t b

e ask
ed

, h
ow

ever, w
h

y th
is 

ih
terp

retatio
n
 of th

e facts h
ad

 to w
ait several w

eek
s b

efore 
b

ecom
in

g k
n

ow
n

; .th
e revelation

 cam
e from

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse. T

he details given out, and spread through the w
orld 

at the tim
e, w

ere sheer brom
ide. 

If th
ere w

as an
y q

u
estion

 of a con
sp

iracy, w
h

y d
id

 th
e 

D
allas p

olice b
eh

ave as if th
e m

u
rd

er w
as th

e w
ork

 of on
e 

m
an

 on
 h

is ow
n

 ? W
h

y d
id

 th
e S

ecret S
ervice n

ot u
se th

eir 
a
rm

s, ca
ll in

 th
e m

ilita
ry

, a
sk

 fo
r th

e p
ro

cla
m

a
tio

n
 o

f 
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m
artial law

 in
 D

allas, o
r at least d

em
an

d
 an

' esco
rt o

f • 
fighter jets to protect A

ir F
orce Ion its w

ay back to W
ashing- . • 

ton w
ith the new

 president and all his suite? 
A

 m
an w

ho believes him
self threatened by conspiracy or' 

rebellion, coup d' clot o
r in

v
asio

n
, starts rig

h
t aw

ay
 in

 h
is 

h
o
sp

ital ro
o
m

 to
 g

iv
e o

rd
ers, co

n
tact th

e P
en

tag
o
n
, th

e 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency and his m

inisters. H
e doei not 

w
aste precious hours doing nothing, or risk being. out of 

touch for another tw
o hours on the flight betw

een D
allas 

an
d
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. H

e w
o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 th

at p
lo

tters m
ig

h
t h

av
e ' 

hidden a bom
b in his plane, or prepared an aerial attack —

 
.since, after all, one is m

uch m
ore vulnerable in a plane than 

o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
. H

e w
o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 tw

ice ab
o
u
t g

o
in

g
 to

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 at all, sin

ce it m
ig

h
t b

e in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f th
e 

"reb
els" o

r "in
v
ad

ers". A
n
d
 o

n
ce in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t g

o
 to

 h
is o

w
n
 h

o
m

e, as Jo
h
n
so

n
 d

id
, b

u
t to

 a 
m

ilitary strongpoint —
 or at least som

ew
here easily guarded. 

T
h
e p

lan
e w

ith
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 ab

o
ard

 to
o
k
 o

ff fro
m

 L
o
v
e 

F
ield

, D
allas, at 2

.4
7
 p

.m
. T

ex
as tim

e. B
u
t b

y
 th

en
, 

O
sw

ald had been arrested, the D
allas police had declared 

them
selves satisfied of his guilt, had rejected the conspiracy 

th
eo

ry
 an

d
 h

ad
 p

ractically
 ceased

 fu
rth

er in
v
estig

atio
n
. 

T
here w

as not a single road-block on the roads betw
een 

hospital and airport. L
ove F

ield itself looked just the sam
e 

as on any other day. D
epartures, even departures abroad, 

had not been interrupted. 
Y

et there is not the slightest allusion. to this in the ac-
counts of the m

atter inspired by the W
hite H

ouse. 
Johnson w

as inform
ed of O

sw
ald's capture. W

hat w
as his 

reaetlon ? 
H

ere is a m
an w

ho learns that his predecessor's assassin -
w

ho m
ay perhaps have w

anted to kill him
 too —

 has been 
caught. W

hy did he not give orders for a full investigation? 
W

hy did he not him
self take charge of it? 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 telep

h
o
n
ed

 R
o
b
ert .K

en
n
ed

y
 fd

r h
is ad

v
ice. 
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W
hy did he not say to B

ob: "T
he brother you loved so m

uch 
h

as b
een

 w
ick

ed
ly m

u
rd

ered
. C

om
e at on

ce to D
allas, 

you're the A
ttorney G

eneral, w
ith all pow

er to punish his 
killer." O

r: "B
ob, order J. E

dgar H
oover, your subordinate, 

the boss of the F
.B

.I., to com
e to D

allas at once. T
ell him

 
to bring his best investigators, squads, apparatus, forensic 
equipm

ent —
 all that kind of thing —

 and let in som
e light on 

this m
atter." 

M
aybe these questions now

 serve no purpose, but m
any 

p
eop

le in
 A

m
erica are ask

in
g th

em
, in

 th
e b

ars an
d

 th
e 

subw
ay, in their hom

es by the fireside —
 and in E

m
bassy 

boudoirs. 

T
H

E
 G

R
E

A
T

 A
m

erican m
agazines have given us the official 

version in m
inutest detail: 

A
t 12.38, w

hen all hope for K
ennedy seem

ed at an end, 
a little m

an one vaguely rem
em

bered having seen .around 
the W

hite H
ouse corridors w

as sitting in front of the door of 
the room

 in w
hich Johnson w

as w
aiting. O

n his knees w
as 

the "football" —
'the W

ashington slang term
 for the briefcase 

w
hich holds all the codes in w

hich the presidential orders 
m

u
st b

e given
 to th

e atom
ic p

atrols an
d

 strik
e-force 

centres. 
R

ob
erts, h

ead
 of th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se d
etail in

 D
allas (h

e 
had served tw

enty years in the corps), telephoned C
olonel 

Jam
es Sw

indal, pilot of the presidential plane, and told him
 

to get read
y to tak

e off w
ith

ou
t d

elay. T
h

e p
ilot at on

ce 
ordered com

plete re-fuelling, the plane's tanks being alm
ost 

em
pty —

 not m
uch fuel w

ould have been needed to get to 
A

ustin, w
hich should have been the next stop. 

Johnson asked for assistance. F
our C

ongressm
en from

 
th

e T
exas d

elegation
 th

erefore w
en

t in
to th

e room
 an

d
 

stood round him
 as if to protect him

. 
A

t 1.13 p
.m

. th
e m

an
 gu

ard
in

g th
e d

oor of T
rau

m
a 

R
oom

 I reported that K
ennedy w

as dead. 
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M
alcolm

 K
ilduff then asked Johnson if he could confirm

 
the sad new

s to the journalists, 
"N

o
, M

ac," Jo
h

n
so

n
 rep

lied
. ,"B

etter to
 w

ait a b
it. I 

m
ust get out of here first and get on the 'plane. F

or all w
e 

know
n there could be a w

orld plot, and they m
ight m

ean 
to kill m

e as they have K
ennedy . . . W

e don't know
." A

nd 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

en
t o

n
 to

 recall th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

L
incoln. 

IN
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

, at that• m
om

ent, a S
enate C

om
m

ittee of 
E

n
q
u
iry

 w
as in

 p
ro

cess o
f th

ro
w

in
g

 so
m

e lig
h
t o

n
 th

e 
R

obert B
aker scandal. B

aker, S
enate m

ajority S
ecretary to 

the S
enate, had enjoyed the friendship of the vice-president 

and the w
itness R

eynolds w
as at that tim

e m
aking revela-

tions extrem
ely em

barrassing to Johnson. W
hen the C

hair-
m

an of the
. C

om
m

ittee learned that K
ennedy w

as dead, and 
that the m

an indirectly involved by the w
itness w

as now
 

P
resident of the U

nited S
tates, he abruptly adjourned the 

sitting. 

JO
H

N
SO

N
 L

E
F

T
 the hospital shortly before 1.30 p.m

., and 
got dow

n on the floor of the car in such a position that his 
h

ead
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e seen

 fro
m

 o
u

tsid
e. In

 th
is cro

u
ch

ed
 

position he arrived at L
ove F

ield. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
, Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

as n
o
t y

et 
president; he m

ust first take the O
ath. Johnson w

anted to 
do that in W

ashington, because he w
as in a hurry to leave -

but w
hat w

ould happen if the plane should be held up by 
bad w

eather? A
m

erica could not w
ait. 

S
o Johnson telephoned B

ob K
ennedy, w

ho w
as at.  the 

tim
e w

ith John M
cC

one, head of the A
m

erican Intelligence 
Service —

 the C
.I.A

. 
"Y

ou m
ust take the O

ath im
m

ediately," said B
ob. "W

e 
w

ill telep
h
o
n
e th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e w
h
o
le tex

t. A
n
y
 ju

d
g
e can

 
adm

inister it." 

Johnson knew
 S

arah T
. H

ughes, a w
om

an of sixty-seven, 
w

hom
 he had had appointed to the F

ederal C
ourt. 

"Y
es, I'll b

e th
ere in

 ten
 m

in
u
tes." S

h
e arriv

ed
 at th

e 
w

heel of her little red F
iat sports car, w

ith a B
ible in her 

lap. 
"W

e m
ust w

ait for M
rs K

ennedy," said L
yndon Johnson. 

"S
he is bringing her husband's coffin." 
S

om
eone com

m
ented that M

rs K
ennedy's presence at the 

cerem
ony w

ould in a w
ay confirm

 the continuity of the 
regim

e; she w
ould, so to speak, "legitim

ise" the new
 presi-

dent. 
A

t 2
.1

8
 p

.m
 Jacq

u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
 arriv

ed
. T

h
ree 

S
ecret S

ervice m
en, and som

e soldiers, carried the coffin 
to the back of the plane —

 but still in the passenger cabin. 
Jacqueline sat dow

n beside it. 
W

h
en

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 to

o
k

 th
e O

ath
, A

rm
y

 C
ap

tain
 C

ecil 
S

to
u

g
h

to
n

, o
fficial p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

er at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se, 
recorded the scene on a special 5o m

m
. cam

era. H
e took 

n
in

e p
h

o
to

s. T
h

ree jo
u

rn
alists b

o
ard

ed
 th

e p
lan

e, as 
representing the w

orld press. 
Jacqueline w

as on Johnson's left, as the latter repeated 
the C

onstitutional form
ula after Judge H

ughes. T
he w

om
an 

ju
d

g
e w

as trem
b

lin
g

; sh
e d

id
 n

o
t u

se th
e B

ib
le sh

e h
ad

 
brought w

ith her, but a sm
all C

atholic M
issal, found in the 

plane near K
ennedy's bed. 

Johnson gently kissed Jacqueline on the cheek, then his 
w

ife. T
hen he said firm

ly: "N
ow

 let's take the plane back 
to W

ashington . . ." 
A

ir F
orce I w

as airborne from
 L

ove F
ield at exactly 2.47 -

w
ith

in
 a few

 m
in

u
tes, ju

st th
ree h

o
u

rs after its lan
d

in
g

 
there. 

T
he first act of the D

allas dram
a had thus lasted three 

hours. T
hree hours in w

hich life in the U
nited S

tates had 
been turned upside dow

n. 
T

he flight took tw
o hours thirteen m

inutes. 
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T
elep

h
o
n
e calls w

ere m
ad

e to
 R

o
se K

en
n
ed

y
, th

e 
m

other of the m
urdered president, to offer condolences; to 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e C

ab
in

et; an
d
 to

 o
fficials su

m
m

o
n
ed

 in
 

haste to the W
hite H

ouse. W
hile Johnson conferred w

ith 
his 

aides, 
th

o
se clo

sest to
 K

en
n
ed

y
 p

referred
 to

 retire 
d
iscreetly

 to
 th

e rear co
m

p
artm

en
t. T

h
e n

ew
 p

resid
en

t 
seem

ed very m
uch on edge, drank caffein-free coffee and a 

good deal of w
ater w

ith w
hisky. 

Jacqueline K
ennedy did not go to the telephone to speak 

to her husband's m
other. S

he sat quite still, like a M
adonna 

near the coffin. 
A

t her husband's request, M
rs Johnson took notes, on 

w
h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e b

ased
 th

e later w
ritin

g
 o

r re-w
ritin

g
 o

f 
w

hat took place during those hours of upheaval. 

B
Y

 T
H

E
 tim

e the plane arrived at W
ashington's A

ndrew
s 

M
ilitary

 A
irp

o
rt, an

 im
p
ressiv

e cro
w

d
 h

ad
 g

ath
ered

. It 
h
ad

 b
een

 arran
g
ed

 fo
r th

e p
ress to

 b
e th

ere, so
 as to

 p
u
t 

an
 en

d
 to

 th
e p

ersisten
t ru

m
o
u
rs o

f Jo
h
n
so

n
's d

eath
. 

M
inisters, diplom

ats, senators, high officials, relations and 
friends w

ere w
aiting, .their faces betraying their extrem

e 
agitation. M

any w
ere w

eeping. A
m

ong them
 w

as S
enator•  

H
erbert H

um
phrey, leader of the m

ajority in the S
enate -

h
e h

ad
 su

cceed
ed

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 in

 th
at p

o
sitio

n
. H

e h
ad

 a 
handkerchief to his eyes;  sobbing, and clinging to his w

ife.. 
B

ob K
ennedy w

as the first to board the plane. H
olding 

Jacqueline by the hand, he led her gently to a black C
adillac 

ready w
aiting near the m

obile platform
 dow

n w
hich the 

p
assen

g
ers cam

e. B
u
t Jacq

u
elin

e w
an

ted
 to

 g
o
 in

 th
e 

am
bulance w

hich w
ould take • her husband's body to the 

B
eth

esd
a N

av
al H

o
sp

ital, w
h
ere th

e au
to

p
sy

 m
u
st tak

e 
place. S

he spoke and m
oved as if hypnotised. 

It w
as sh

e w
h
o
 to

o
k
 th

e in
itial d

ecisio
n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
funeral arrangem

ents. F
rom

 the hospital w
here she w

atched 
by her husband, she telephoned a request for a history book 

'I C
O

U
L

D
 S

T
A

Y
 H

E
R

E
 F

O
R

 E
V

E
R

' 	
1
8
5
 

giving details of the conduct of L
incoln's funeral. S

he gave 
orders that all the funeral cerem

onies should be exactly 
m

odelled on this —
 even to the design of the catafalque in 

the W
hite H

ouse. 
S

h
e ask

ed
 to

o
 th

at h
er h

u
sb

an
d
's face sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e 
ex

p
o
sed

, as is u
su

al at S
tate fu

n
erals, w

h
en

 th
e cro

w
d
 

passed the bier, either at the W
hite H

ouse or the C
apitol. 

T
his m

ust certainly have been for religious reasons, the 
C

ath
o
lic C

h
u
rch

 n
o
t ap

p
ro

v
in

g
 th

is p
ro

ced
u
re. B

u
t th

e 
fact is that the P

resident's face w
as so m

uch disfigured that 
to have exposed it w

ould have horrified the public. T
he 

w
orld m

ust not be left w
ith such a last picture of K

ennedy. 

C
A

R
O

L
IN

E
 A

N
D

 John w
ere taken back to the W

hite H
ouse 

at ab
o
u
t sev

en
 o

'clo
ck

 b
y
 th

eir m
atern

al g
ran

d
m

o
th

er, 
M

rs H
ugh D

. A
uchincloss. T

hey still knew
 nothing, but 

th
ey

 realised
 th

at so
m

eth
in

g
 d

read
fu

l h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
. 

T
hey asked questions no one dared answ

er. 

JO
H

N
S

O
N

, H
IS

 w
ife and his colleagues had already arrived 

by helicopter. 
T

hree secretaries had stripped John K
ennedy's office of 

the personal m
em

entos w
hich decorated it: the coconut on 

w
hich he had scratched the m

essage asking for help w
hen 

his ship had foundered in the P
acific; the m

etal calendar on 
w

hich w
ere engraved the dates of the C

uba crisis, w
hich 

had so nearly unleashed a w
orld w

ar; photos of Jacqueline 
an

d
 th

e ch
ild

ren
. B

u
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 d

id
 n

o
 m

o
re th

an
 p

ass 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

at ro
o
m

; th
at ev

en
in

g
, h

e d
ared

 n
o
t sit in

 
K

ennedy's rocking-chair. 
H

e v
isited

 th
e S

itu
atio

n
 R

o
o
m

, w
h
ere G

en
eral S

taff 
officers gave him

 a sum
m

ary of the m
ilitary situation. T

hen 
he w

ent to his ow
n office, on the other side of the grounds, 

w
here he first w

rote a letter, m
eant to be read later on, to 

C
aro

lin
e an

d
 Jo

h
n
. T

h
en

 h
e telep

h
o
n
ed

 ex
-P

resid
en

ts 
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E
isenhow

er and T
rum

an. H
oover, being sick, w

as inac-
cessible. 

A
t nine o'clock, he w

ent hom
e to his villa, The E

lm
s, on 

th
e o

u
tsk

irts o
f W

ash
in

g
to

n
, an

d
 to

o
k
 a lig

h
t m

cal. H
e 

passed the evening w
atching television —

 w
hich kept up a 

non-stop coverage of the dram
a —

 and in conferring w
ith 

his aides. 

JA
C

Q
U

E
L

IN
E

 S
T

A
Y

E
D

 near her husband's body. 
T

h
ere w

ere o
n
ly

 a few
 lig

h
ts o

n
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, 

w
here the children w

ere once m
ore asleep. 

T
he fine grey rain w

ent on falling pitilessly. 

A
T

 M
ID

N
IG

H
T

 on this fateful N
ovem

ber 22nd, 1963, the 
cannon of F

ort M
eyer sounded the first salvo. 

A
t th

e sam
e m

o
m

en
t, o

th
er can

o
n
 ech

o
ed

 th
is last 

salute to their C
om

m
ander-in-C

hief: at all the A
m

erican 
m

ilitary establishm
ents in the hom

eland and in its overseas 
territo

ries, ab
o
ard

 w
arsh

ip
s o

n
 all th

e o
cean

s, at b
ases 

throughout the w
orld. T

his cannonade w
as to go on all next 

day at half-hour intervals. 

T
H

E
R

E
 A

R
E

 h
isto

ric d
ay

s w
h
ich

 d
o
 n

o
t co

m
e to

 an
 en

d
 

w
hen the clock-hands m

eet at "tw
elve". In this w

ay, this. 
N

ovem
ber 22nd w

as to go on beyond its desolate m
idnight, 

through the w
eekend, until tw

ilight on the M
onday of those 

grandiose funeral cerem
onies. 

It w
as at fo

u
r in

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g
, o

n
 th

e S
atu

rd
ay

, th
at 

K
ennedy's body w

as brought back to the W
hite H

ouse. It 
w

as tak
en

 straig
h
t to

 th
e E

ast R
o
o
m

, L
in

co
ln

's ro
o
m

. 
S

till Jacq
u
elin

e w
atch

ed
 sto

ically
 o

v
er th

e co
ffin

. S
h
e 

w
aited until daw

n, then for her children's aw
akening. It 

w
as she w

ho told them
 of their father's death. 

C
aroline, know

ing beyond her years,.understood at once. 
F

or John, "a bad m
an has hurt D

addy . . ." 
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O
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O
nly then did Jacqueline agree to take som

e rest. S
he put 

'on the table beside her big em
pty bed tw

o red roses w
hich 

had been given to her by D
r B

uckley, the W
hite H

ouse 
physician. T

hese tw
o red roses cam

e from
 the bouquet 

given to her on her arrival in D
allas. D

uring the tragedy, the 
flo

w
ers slip

p
ed

 u
n
d
er th

e P
resid

en
t's sh

irt. T
h
e d

o
cto

r 
found them

, bloodstained, w
hen the dead m

an's clothes 
w

ere given to him
 at the hospital. 

Jacqueline also held the w
edding-ring w

hich she had put 
on K

ennedy's; finger, before leaving him
 the first tim

e, in 
th

e g
rey

 T
rau

m
a R

o
o
m

 I in
 th

e D
allas h

o
sp

ital. K
en

n
y
 

O
'D

onnell, one of the P
resident's staff, w

ho had been in 
the autopsy room

 at B
ethesda, had rem

oved the ring from
 

K
ennedy's finger and brought it back to Jacqueline. 

I O
N

C
E

 saw
 black-clad . G

reek peasant w
om

en at C
hypre 

w
atch w

ith regal im
passivity the burial of their children, 

b
ru

tally
 m

assacred
 b

y
 th

e T
u
rk

s. Jacq
u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
, 

w
hose S

panish m
antilla heightened the livid pallor of her 

face, rem
inded m

e of them
 next day. 

It w
as on the S

unday, w
hen, holding C

aroline and John 
by the hand, she clim

bed the thirty-six m
arble steps leading 

to the m
agnificent rotunda of the C

apitol. 
Inside, she kissed the catafalque and knelt to pray. 
A

fter her, m
ore than 250,000 people cam

e to pay their 
resp

ects, tak
in

g
 eig

h
teen

 h
o
u
rs to

 p
ass. A

n
d
 th

an
k
s to

 
television, the w

hole w
orld paid hom

age to K
ennedy then, 

despite the shock of the second dram
a unfolding in D

allas. 
T

h
at m

o
rn

in
g
, K

en
n
ed

y
's co

ffin
 h

ad
 b

een
 tak

en
 to

 
th

e C
ap

ito
l o

n
 a g

u
n
-carriag

e. In
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

 a 
v
ery

 o
ld

 trad
itio

n
, th

e co
rteg

e w
as led

 b
y
 a rid

er-
less horse. In the tim

e of G
enghis K

han and the M
ongol 

hordes, the sacrificial horse m
ust precede his m

aster through 
"the great door of the sky", to serve him

 in the B
eyond. 
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O
N

 T
H

IS
 sam

e S
unday, all the S

enators w
ere present in the 

right w
ing of the C

apitol w
hen their colleague, M

argaret 
,C

hase S
m

ith (later to be the first w
om

an to seek presidential 
nom

ination) laid a red rose on the desk w
hich John F

itz-
gerald K

ennedy had used so long as a S
enator. 

IT
 W

IL
L

 be rem
em

bered that on the evening before his 
d
eath

, th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 p
o
n
d
ered

 th
e sp

len
d
o
u
r o

f th
e 

funeral of K
ing E

dw
ard V

II in M
ay, 19to 

. "T
h

at co
u

ld
n

't h
ap

p
en

 to
d

ay
 . .." h

e h
ad

 th
o

u
g

h
t . 

B
ut on the follow

ing M
onday – w

ith am
azing speed and 

• 
discipline – it w

as show
n that he too could be paid quite as 

im
pressive a hom

age. T
he tim

e has gone by indeed w
hen 

the P
resident of the U

nited S
tates is relegated to the end of 

a procession. 
A

n E
m

peror, three sovereigns, five presidents, six here-
d

itary
 p

rin
ces, th

irteen
 h

ead
s o

f g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 in
-

num
erable m

inisters and high dignitaries – representing 
fifty-three countries – cam

e from
 all over the w

orld to take 
part in the solem

n funeral M
ass in S

t M
atthew

's C
athedral, 

and then w
alked in procession to the cem

etery. 
D

c G
aulle, the inaccessible, w

as there – though during 
h
is lifetim

e K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 v

ain
ly

 h
o
p
ed

 to
 see h

im
 in

. 
W

ashington. M
ikoyan, the m

an of the S
oviets, too, w

ho had 
brought a m

essage from
 K

ruschev expressing deep feeling. 
,.K

ruschev had w
anted to com

e him
self, but the A

m
ericans 

had dissuaded him
 because of the danger involved. .It w

as 
in any case necessary to take unprecedented m

easures to 
protect all these Iieoth of S

tate, w
ho had faced the risk tttiti 

discom
fort of hurried journeys decided upon in a m

atter of 
hours. In W

ashington, it w
as feared that there m

ight be an 
outburst of popular indignation against the R

ussians, and 
the E

m
bassies of the C

om
m

unist bloc w
ere closely guarded. 

P
ersisten

t ru
m

o
u
rs circu

lated
 ab

o
u
t an

 assassin
atio

n
 

attem
pt on G

eneral de G
aulle. 
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O
n every seat in the huge cathedral lay a sm

all card w
ith 

a photograph of the dead P
resident, and the w

ords: M
ay 

29th, 1917 —
 N

ovem
ber, 22nd, 1963. 

D
ear G

od, take care of 
your servant, John F

itzgerald K
ennedy. T

he dead m
an had said 

this that day w
hen before all W

ashington he took the O
ath 

as the new
 president. 

C
ardinal C

ushing, A
rchbishop of B

oston, celebrated the 
fu

n
eral M

ass. It w
as h

e w
h

o
 h

ad
 m

arried
 Jo

h
n

 an
d

 
Jacq

u
elin

e, ten
 y

ears b
efo

re. L
u

ig
i V

en
a, w

h
o

 san
g

 th
e 

A
ve M

aria, had sung at the couple's w
edding. . 

A
ll the fam

ily w
ere there except the patriarch, Joseph 

K
ennedy, the -head of the dynasty, w

hose paralysis pre-
v

en
ted

 h
is b

ein
g

 p
resen

t; an
d

 th
e 9

6
-y

ear-o
ld

 g
ran

d
-

m
other. A

m
ong them

 w
as the little cousin from

 Ireland, 
M

ary A
nn R

yan, a nurse, brought in a special plane from
 

S
hannon A

irport. 
It w

as a fine funeral, attended by kings and em
perors, 

dictators and prim
e m

inisters; w
ith kilted S

cottish pipers; 
that K

ennedy liked so m
uch; w

ith hundreds of thousands 
of people kneeling and w

eeping along the route. 
O

f it all, I w
as to retain only one clear picture: of little 

Jo
h

n
, stan

d
in

g
 u

p
rig

h
t at th

e salu
te, as h

is fath
er w

o
u

ld
 

have w
ished, as the coffin left the C

athedral. T
hat very day 

he should have been celebrating his third birthday. 
H

is father should have been doing w
hat he loved to do: 

w
hispering in his car, then laughing loudly, crying "S

ecret, 
'secret!" A

nd the little boy should have been opening the 
parcel to find out at last w

hat D
addy had brought back for 

him
 from

 his visit to D
allas . . . 

T
H

E
R

E
 A

R
E

 o
n
ly

 tw
o
 p

resid
en

ts b
u
ried

 at A
rlin

g
to

n
. It 

is a national cem
etery, the resting-place of the U

nknow
n 

S
oldier, reserved for the heroes of the battle-field – and 

for all those w
ho have borne arm

s in their country's service. 
Jacqueline K

ennedy chose this place unhesitatingly . 
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R
E

D
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O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
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T

E
X

A
S

.  

she, rem
em

bered a day, in M
arch, w

hen her husband had 
taken a w

alk near the cem
etery w

ith a friend. B
reathing in 

deeply the w
arm

 air of S
pring, he had rem

arked: 
"I could stay here for ever . . ." 
It is there that his body w

ill return to the earth, near to 
the grave of his son, P

atrick, born som
e m

onths before. 
T

h
ere w

ere p
resid

en
ts an

d
 k

in
g

s at th
e g

rav
esid

e, 
am

b
assad

o
rs an

d
 card

in
als, g

en
erals an

d
 ad

m
irals; b

u
t 

there w
ere, above all, the hum

ble and nam
eless m

en com
e 

fro
m

 g
reat d

istan
ces, m

en
 o

f th
e S

o
u
th

 eq
u
ally

 w
ith

 th
e 

m
en of the N

orth, w
ho w

ept as if they had lost a brother ... 
T

here w
as the m

arine stationed on guard, W
ho let his 

rifle sink to the ground as he sobbed. T
here w

as the young 
w

om
an w

ho laid a 'huge bouquet of red roses —
 still m

ore 
red roses —

 near the grave; w
hen a journalist asked w

hy she 
did so, she answ

ered: 
"B

ecause I loved him
 . . 

5
 

M
R

S
 K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 has ordered a m
em

orial to be designed by a 
g

reat arch
itect. U

n
til it can

 ib
e b

u
ilt, an

 etern
al flam

e 
burns near the grave. B

ut even w
hile exceptional credits 

w
ere being voted w

hich w
ould m

ake it possible for M
rs 

K
ennedy to reply personally to the hundreds of thousands 

of letters of sym
pathy from

 all over the w
orld, a m

em
ber of 

C
ongress dem

anded to know
 w

ho w
as going to pay for this 

flam
e . . . B

ack already to the double-dealings of politics! 
F

ortunately, the bereaved fam
ily does not have td w

orry 
about such questions of expense. T

he W
ill revealed that the 

w
idow

 and orphans inherit m
ore than $5o,000,000. 

I D
O

 not know
 w

hat the final w
ording of the epitaph on 

K
ennedy's tom

b w
ill be. T

he m
ost obvious choice w

ould be 
the concluding phrases of his speech that day in D

allas, of 
w

h
ich

 th
e tex

t h
ad

 b
een

 issu
ed

 in
 ad

v
an

ce, an
d

 w
h

ich
 

m
ay be sum

m
arised thus: 
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"O
u
r g

en
eratio

n
, b

y
 d

estin
y
 rath

er th
an

 b
y
 ch

o
ice, is 

the sentinel at the w
all of L

iberty. L
et us be w

orthy of our 
pow

er and of our responsibility. L
et us use our strength 

w
ith w

isdom
 and prudence. W

e m
ust realise, in our ow

n 
tim

e and for all tim
e, the ideal of ancient w

isdom
: peace on 

earth and goodw
ill to all m

en." 

O
N

 T
H

E
 night of the funeral, Jacqueline K

ennedy w
ent to 

A
rlington C

em
etery a second tim

e, to pray, and to lay on 
the grave the tw

o bloodstained red roses. T
hen she w

ent 
back to the desert of her W

hite H
ouse apartm

ents. A
nd 

there, for the first tim
e,, she w

ept. S
he w

ept for a very long 
tim

e . . . 
A

nd John-John, just three years old that day, but now
 

the m
an of the fam

ily, w
andered about am

ong the furniture 
as if he did not believe this story of a "bad m

an w
ho has 

hurt D
addy so m

uch . .." 
"B

ut if D
addy has gone on this long journey," he said 

sadly, "I shan't have anybody to play w
ith any m

ore ..." 
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T
he D

evil's A
dvocate 

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

E
R

 JA
C

K
S

O
N

 W
A

S
 in the m

iddle of changing 

his film
 w

hen K
ennedy w

as assassinated. B
ut he w

as less 

unlucky w
hen in the basem

ent .of the D
aH

a's police head-

q
u
arters Jack

 R
u
b
y
 sh

o
t p

o
in

t-b
lan

k
 at O

sw
ald

, cry
in

g
, 

"T
ak

e th
at —

 " Jack
so

n
 g

o
t a startlin

g
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 o

f 

that and w
as to receive the P

ulitzer P
rize for it. 

T
h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 n

o
 real w

itn
ess to

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 

m
urder, but thanks to the m

arvel of the relay satellite the 

w
hole w

orld w
as to see that second D

allas tragedy in m
inute 

vivid detail on their television screens. A
t the W

hite H
ouse, 

ev
en

, M
rs K

en
n
ed

y
, h

er b
ro

th
er-in

-law
 B

o
b
, P

resid
en

t 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 an

d
 th

o
se w

ith
 th

em
 w

ere all w
itn

esses o
f th

at 

am
azing scene —

 since at the tim
e the netw

orks w
ere sup-

posed to be going to televise the cerem
onies at the C

apitol 

but m
ade a last-m

inute change. 

IT
 W

A
S

 1
1
.2

0
 on S

unday m
orning, N

ovem
ber 24th, T

exas 

tim
e, a little less than 47 hours after K

ennedy's assassina-

tion. B
ut in A

m
erica one seem

ed to be still living through 

that fateful F
riday, as if all the clocks had stopped then. 

"I d
id

 n
o
t w

an
t M

rs K
en

n
ed

y
 to

 h
av

e to
 g

o
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a 

trial," Jack R
uby w

as to say in explanation of w
hat he had 

done. L
ater, clever law

yers w
ould stage a fascinating trial, 

pleading insanity and m
aking the situation m

ore involved 

than ever. 
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A
ll A

m
erica w

atched the dram
atic lynching, the first in 

the history of television, w
ith horror. A

ll A
m

erica realised 

th
at th

is th
ird

 m
u
rd

er m
u
st m

o
d
ify

 co
m

p
letely

 all p
re-

conceived ideas on the m
atter. 

F
r is co

rrect th
at Jacq

u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
, an

d
 P

resid
en

t 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 to

o
, w

o
u
ld

 in
 th

eo
ry

 h
av

e h
ad

 to
 ap

p
ear at 

O
sw

ald's eventual trial; though it is difficult to im
agine 

D
efence C

ounsel asking for their attendance, w
hich w

ould 

au
to

m
atically

 h
av

e m
ean

t h
is clien

t's co
n
v
ictio

n
. B

u
t 

im
m

ediately after his arrest, R
uby gave a num

ber of other, 

co
n
trad

icto
ry

, ex
p
lan

atio
n
s o

f h
is actio

n
 —

 q
u
ite ap

art 

from
 those, suggested by his experienced law

yers, to be put 

forw
ard at his trial. 

H
e w

anted to punish a C
om

m
unist; he w

anted to un-

m
ask the extrem

ist right-w
ing organisations w

hose appeals 

to hatred had incited O
sw

ald; he sim
ply w

anted to fight 

the w
ave of anti-sem

itism
 (sw

astikas had been draw
n on the 

w
indow

s of his nightclub) by proving that a Jew
 is not to 

be put upon; to get publicity for him
self as an avenging 

angel; to avenge him
self for the fact that after the m

urder he 

had had to close up for a w
hile; or even just that he had 

d
o
n
e it b

ecau
se "h

e felt an
 u

n
co

n
tro

llab
le h

o
rro

r o
f th

e 

P
resident's killer." 
T

his last m
otive is plausible, and all D

allas —
 all the 

S
outh —

 w
ill alw

ays believe it, since during those days al-

m
o
st an

y
o
n
e in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n
e th

e 

sam
e. B

ut it is difficult to understand w
hy Jack R

uby did 

not do it that very evening of the m
urder, w

hen in fact he 

w
as close to O

sw
ald —

 w
ho w

as being show
n to the press on 

the ground floor of police headquarters. T
he tim

e and the 

opportunity w
ere there. 

W
hy did he w

ait tw
o days? E

specially since he belonged 

to the tow
n, and had had tim

e to think things over. 

1
9
2
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O
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 S

unday m
orning, R

uby w
ent to buy a sandw

ich, 
then sent off a $25 m

oney order 'by telegram
 to enable his' 

girl-friend, K
aren L

ynn B
ennett; a stripper at his club, to 

visit her sick m
other. T

hen R
uby took his dog for a w

alk, ,• 
w

ent off to kill O
sw

ald under the eyes of his, churns, the 
police. H

e just happened to have a revolver on him
 .. . 

E
ven for D

allas, it seem
s a bit odd. 

A
n
d
 w

h
at h

as b
eco

m
e o

f th
at fam

o
u
s rep

o
rt in

 th
e ' 

dossier . of M
artin D

ies, ex-:president of the w
ell-docum

ented 
and very pow

erful C
ongressional C

om
m

ission on A
nti-

A
m

erican A
ctivities, stating that a certain Jack R

uby w
as a' 

"killer" in the service of the A
m

erican C
om

m
unist P

arty -
a report ten years old? H

ow
ever, it m

ust be adm
itted that 

R
uby is not only a com

m
on nam

e but that Jack R
uby's real 

nam
e is R

ubenstein. 
T

he invisible scriptw
riter of the D

allas dram
a so arranged 

things that the dying O
sw

ald w
as taken at 11.32 T

exas tim
e 

to that sam
e P

arkland H
ospital w

here vain attem
pts w

ere 
m

ade to resuscitate K
ennedy, w

here T
ippitt died, w

here 
O

sw
ald him

self w
as cared for at the age of seven, and w

here 
his daughter R

achel had just been born. 
O

sw
ald

 w
as tak

en
 to

 T
rau

m
a R

o
o

m
 
2
, an

d
 th

en
 (at 

11.42, the doctors m
aking superhum

an efforts to save him
) 

to the large operating theatre. 
D

o
cto

rs M
alco

lm
 P

erry
, M

cC
lellan

d
, Jo

n
es, Jen

k
in

s, 
A

kin, and P
ollock w

ere present; together w
ith D

r B
ashour, 

the L
ebanese, w

ith 'his cardiac apparatus. In additioh, D
r 

S
hires, the chief surgeon, w

as in charge of the team
. (H

e had 
b

o
o

 aw
ait d

u
rin

g
 th

k
i trv

attn
o

t4
 o

t X
§

n
tiP

tir, b
u

t h
ad

 
driven m

ore than six hundred m
iles at top speed in order 

to operate upon G
overnor C

onnally.) 
R

uby's bullet had penetrated the low
er left side of the 

abdom
en, perforating the stom

ach, and had em
erged near 

the right kidney. W
hen O

sw
ald w

as brought in, there w
as 

very little bleeding, and his pulse w
as .i3o. B

ut w
hen the 
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w
o
u
n
d
 w

as o
p
en

ed
 in

 o
rd

er to
 ex

am
in

e th
e p

ath
 o

f th
e 

bullet, an internal haem
orrhage w

as discovered S
everal 

pints of blood w
ere pum

ped out, and tw
o transfusions given. 

T
he m

edical report by the eighteen doctors concerned is 
very long and detailed. It suffices to say that O

sw
ald never 

regained consciousness, that the pulse-rate fell rapidly to 40, 
2
0
, and then to nil. T

he doctors m
ade every effort. T

hey 
tried all possible m

ethods, including injections and electric 
shock. Indeed, they did• even m

ore for O
sw

ald than they 
had been able to do for P

resident K
ennedy. 

In vain. A
t 12.55 D

r B
ashour's oscillograph cam

e to a 
standstill. A

t 1.07 O
sw

ald w
as pronounced dead —

 48 hours 
6 m

inutes after K
ennedy. 

H
is w

ife and his m
other w

ere w
aiting outside. 

In the operating theatre, tw
o F

.B
.I. agents w

ere standing 
by, in hope of catching a last w

ord ... perhaps a confession. 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 W
A

S
 buried, in the presence of his fam

ily and of an 
im

posing force of police —
 one hour after the funeral cere-

m
ony at the A

rlington C
em

etery in W
ashington —

 in the 
R

ose H
ill public burial-ground at F

ort W
orth; and at the 

ex
p
en

se o
f th

e S
tate o

f T
ex

as. A
t th

e last m
o
m

en
t, th

e 
R

everend L
ouis S

anders, a P
rotestant, agreed to preside at 

this som
bre service —

 other m
inisters had declined. 

M
arguerite O

sw
ald, his m

other, had refused to have him
 

.crem
ated, and refused even m

ore strongly to bury him
 in a 

cem
etery further aw

ay. 
"M

y son is an A
m

erican. H
e died innocent, as guaranteed 

by the C
onstitution, and he w

ill be buried here." 
T

he grave w
as just a,sloping piece of ground w

ith a sm
all 

w
o
o
d
en

 cro
ss an

d
 a slip

 o
f p

ap
er b

earin
g
 th

e u
n
h
ap

p
y
 

young m
an's nam

e. T
here are alw

ays flow
ers on it, brought 

by M
arina —

 red roses. 
T

hreats of desecration have not been carried out. B
ut 

there is alw
ays a policem

an on duty near the grave. 
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T
his officer, H

ow
ard T

enty, put this odd question to m
e: 

"T
ell m

e, sir, is w
h

at I'm
' d

o
in

g
 h

ere h
o

n
o

u
rab

le? 
S

h
o
u
ld

 I b
e p

ro
u
d
 o

f it, o
r is it a . sh

am
efu

l task
, to

 b
e 

guarding the rem
ains of a w

retch?' 
T

hat m
ay w

ell everm
ore be the epitaph of L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald. 

P
O

L
IC

E
M

A
N

 J. D
. T

IP
P

IT
T

 w
as buried at alm

ost the sam
e 

tim
e; but his funeral cerem

ony w
as a glorious one. F

or him
 

tht:re w
ere flags, a hand and a m

ilitary salute, in the L
aurel 

L
and P

ark near to his hom
e, south of D

allas: It w
as televised. 

T
he fnture of his w

idow
 and children has been provided 

for. T
hey have received m

ore than $600,000 in aid, and 
m

oney is still com
ing in. 

. O
ne w

onders w
hy so m

uch m
oney should have been sent 

for this unknow
n policem

an, the exact reason for w
hose 

death rem
ains a m

ystery. T
he policem

en w
ho died defend-

ing T
rum

an w
ere never the objects of so m

uch solicitude. 
D

oes A
m

erica w
ant to soothe her conscience w

ith dollars? 
M

ore than $40,000 has also been sent to O
sw

ald's w
idow

. 
M

rs T
ippitt behaved very w

ell through it all. W
ith great 

dignity she has tried to avoid publicity and insisted upon 
rem

aining obscure; so far she has not touched a cent of all 
that m

oney. 
T

his is m
ore than can be said for the other people con-

co
rn

ed
. P

eo
p
le alleg

ed
ly

 rep
resen

tin
g
 R

u
b
y
, :  M

arin
a 

O
sw

ald and O
sw

ald's m
other, offer their "m

em
oirs" for 

sale at unheard-of prices: $50,000, $too,000, .$200,000; 
nod feud thornsgivo to on m

otto of publitity trokootuvros its 
order to push the price higher still. O

nly in A
m

erica could 
killers or the relations of killers autom

atically becom
e best-

selling authors. 

IM
M

E
D

IA
T

E
L

Y
 A

F
T

E
R

 the m
urder, M

arina O
sw

ald .pro, 
claim

ed that she had been a great adm
irer of K

ennedy, that 

TH
E D

EV
IL'S A

D
V

O
C

A
TE 	
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she had never suspected even for a m
om

ent that her hus-
band could be the m

urderer, and that he had never spoken 
to

 h
er o

f an
y

 su
ch

 p
lan

. In
 a b

rief so
le in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 a 
foreign journalist, she declared O

sw
ald's innocence. 

L
ater, how

ever, she began to m
ake statem

ents contradict-
ing this, and even told how

 som
e m

onths before O
sw

ald had 
tried to shoot G

eneral W
alker. 

It is d
ifficu

lt to
 assess M

arin
a O

sw
ald

: a fo
reig

n
er; 

brought up in a totalitarian country considered an enem
y 

by the U
nited S

tates; w
ife of a• m

an accused• of an odious 
crim

e and tragically dead and practically a prisoner of the 
governm

ental' police. S
he seem

s,' on the other hand, to 
have developed a taste for the luxury life offered her by the 
sam

e police and show
s every intention of staying in a city 

w
h
ere sh

e is su
rro

u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 h

atred
, in

 a co
u
n
try

 w
h
o
se 

language she does not know
, and of w

anting to bring up her-
children there, although in A

m
erica their very nam

e w
ill 

alw
ays rem

ain accursed. 
W

hy has the F
ederal police m

aintained a "w
all" around 

M
arina? W

hy should anyone be afraid that she m
ight speak 

freely? W
hy could not her ow

n m
other-in-law

 go to see her? 
O

r M
rs P

aine, w
ho foi' so long gave her a roof and a place at 

her ow
n table? 

T
he m

other, M
arguerite O

sw
ald, w

ho lives in a sm
all 

b
u

n
g

alo
w

 o
n

 th
e o

u
tsk

irts o
f F

o
rt W

o
rth

, ad
am

an
tly

 
d

efen
d

s h
er so

n
. "T

h
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
 say

s th
at a m

an
 is 

innocent until proved guilty," she insists. "M
y son alw

ays 
had to suffer because 'he w

as poor. T
hat's w

hy he w
ent to 

R
ussia. If at the tim

e of his arrest in D
allas he had had the 

m
eans to pay a good law

yer, he w
ould be alive today. L

ook 
at R

uby —
 he's rich. H

e has a defence counsel and his trial 
is a m

asquerade. 
"I w

ant m
y son's interests defended during the enquiry 

at W
ashington by E

arl W
arren's C

om
m

ission. T
he police 

m
ust not be both prosecution and judge." 
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M
rs O

sw
ald is right. D

oubt of O
sw

ald's guilt persists in 
the A

m
erican subconscious. If it is tw

it dissipated, it w
ill go 

far to poison the life of the N
ation, creating divisions, being 

exploited by factions, underm
ining m

orale. T
his doubt has 

seriously dam
aged U

nited S
tates prestige abroad, and had 

the effect of a grave diplom
atic defeat. 

A
n
 attem

p
t m

u
st b

e m
ad

e to
 fin

d
 o

u
t th

e tru
th

; an
d
 if 

th
at tru

th
 co

in
cid

es w
ith

 th
e o

fficial v
ersio

n
, to

 g
iv

e ir- 
refutable proof. 	

. 
T

h
e fate o

f M
arin

a O
sw

ald
, o

f h
is m

o
th

er, o
r o

f 
R

u
b
y
, th

e v
an

ity
 o

f p
o
licem

en
, th

e im
ag

e o
f D

allas, 
do not really count. W

hat m
atters is D

em
ocracy itself, and 

there can he no real D
em

ocracy w
ithout real Justice. 

IT
 Is therefore necessary to present a posthum

ous defence of 
O

sw
ald. A

 "D
evil's A

dvocate" should have been present 
alongside Jam

es L
ee R

ankin, the liberal law
yer w

ho con-
ducted the final enquiry in the nam

e of the W
arren C

om
-

m
ission. 
B

ut w
ho w

ould dare defend O
sw

ald? 
T

here is no shortage of law
yers,! and even som

e indepen-
dent A

m
erican journals have dared to press the them

e of 
doubt. 

"O
sw

ald
's d

efen
ce is a d

u
ty

 fo
r all ju

rists," affirm
ed

 
P

ro
fesso

r P
au

l F
reu

n
d
, d

o
y
en

 o
f th

e F
acu

lty
 o

f L
aw

 at 
H

arvard U
niversity. "If K

ennedy w
ere still alive, he w

ould 
be the one to insist upon such a defence. A

ll violation of the 
spirit of 'fair play' is in fact an insult to K

ennedy's m
em

-
o

ry
." 

. S
ociety cannot blot out a m

an's life w
ithout regard for 

its ow
n rules, and w

ithout guaranteeing that his rights w
ill 

b
e p

ro
tected

. R
u

b
y

's actio
n

 w
as a crim

e; b
u

t eq
u

ally
 

crim
inal has been the attitude of the police, the A

m
erican 

press and the authorities. 
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A
D

V
O

C
A

T
E

 P
E

R
C

Y
 W

orm
an, president of the A

ssociation 
of D

efence L
aw

yers in T
exas, w

ho w
as to defend R

uby for 
tw

o short days, declared: 
"L

ike everyone else,1I believe O
sw

ald guilty. B
ut Justice 

cannot be based on opinions, instincts, press new
s, or on 

deduction. Justice m
ust be based upon facts, on facts as 

presented in a C
ourt of L

aw
. H

ad I been able to defend 
O

sw
ald

, h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e escap
ed

 th
e d

eath
 p

en
alty

. It 
w

ould have been decided that he w
as not fully responsible. 

B
ut in D

allas there w
as no trial, since the trial w

as held by 
the press and television. O

ne could never have found in 
D

allas tw
elve im

partial jurors —
 short of discovering som

e 
sick persons w

ho had been cut off for a couple of m
onths 

from
 the rest of the w

orld." 
C

ertainly, law
yer W

orm
an recognised that the press and 

television w
ere only doing their job. A

fter all, presidents 
aren't assassinated every day of the w

eek, and a lack of 
new

s m
ight w

ell have given rise to a state of panic through-
out the country. 

A
m

erican jurists recognise that the gravity of a crim
e 

does not justify extraordinary m
easures by the police, or 

v
io

latio
n
 o

f th
e rig

h
ts o

f th
e in

d
iv

id
u
al. O

th
erw

ise, 
o

n
e is b

ack
 w

ith
 d

ictato
rsh

ip
 an

d
 "sp

ecial trib
u

n
als". 

H
itler d

o
o

m
ed

 h
is o

p
p

o
n

en
ts "leg

ally
", arg

u
in

g
 th

at 
th

e
 p

lo
t a

g
a
in

st h
is p

e
rso

n
 w

a
s so

 se
rio

u
s a

s to
 

ju
stify

 th
e u

se o
f ex

cep
tio

n
al p

ro
ced

u
res. S

talin
, to

o
, 

during the "purges", and the condem
nation of the Jew

ish 
doctors. 

"In the conflict betw
een the rights of the m

ass and those 
of the individual, the rights of the individual should alw

ays 
trium

ph," says P
rofessor F

reund. "T
he S

uprem
e C

ourt of 
th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates alw
ay

s m
ain

tain
s th

is fu
n

d
am

en
tal 

principle. It w
ould certainly have quashed any sentence 

by a T
exas tribunal w

hich clashed w
ith these principles of 

the A
m

erican C
onstitution." 
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Y
es; b

u
t th

ere w
ere n

early a h
u

n
d

red
 oth

er em
p

loyees 
in

 it th
at d

ay. 
(2) P

rosecu
tion

 E
vid

en
ce: O

sw
ald

 w
as d

rin
k

in
g on

 th
e 

second floor. 
'B

u
t th

at sh
ow

s th
at n

o on
e su

sp
ected

 h
im

, b
ecau

se th
e 

p
olicem

an
 took

 n
o n

otice of h
im

; an
d

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
ot try to 

get aw
ay. H

ow
 could he in a few

 seconds have put dow
n his 

rifle an
d

 ru
n

 (w
ith

ou
t b

ein
g seen

) d
ow

n
 to th

e secon
d

 floor 
—

 the lifts rem
aining above? 

(3) P
rosecution E

vidence: O
sw

ald left the building. 
T

h
at w

as n
ot forb

id
d

en
. A

 m
an

 w
ith

 O
sw

ald
's p

ast w
as 

b
ou

n
d

 to feel u
n

easy in
 a b

u
ild

in
g tak

en
 over b

y p
olice. 

N
o on

e told
 h

im
 to stay. 

(4) P
rosecu

tion
 evid

en
ce: O

sw
ald

 took
 a b

u
s. 

A
n

d
 w

h
y n

ot? D
id

n
't h

e tak
e th

e b
u

s to go h
om

e from
 

w
ork ? 
(5) P

rosecu
tion

 E
vid

en
ce: H

e left th
e b

u
s to tak

e a taxi. 
O

thers did, too. T
he bus being held up, it w

as sensible to 
take a taxi. 

(6) P
rosecu

tion
 E

vid
en

ce: H
e w

as seen
 b

y th
e h

ou
se-

keeper of the room
ing-house at one o'clock. 

W
hat m

ore natural than for a m
an to go hom

e? B
ut if the 

w
itn

esses are tellin
g th

e tru
th

, b
oth

 b
u

s an
d

 taxi w
en

t very 
slow

ly; an
d

 if O
sw

ald
 w

en
t p

art of th
e w

ay on
 foot, h

ow
 

cou
ld

 h
e in

 ten
 m

in
u

tes h
ave m

ad
e a jou

rn
ey w

h
ich

 n
or-

m
ally took

 tw
en

ty? T
h

e h
ou

sek
eep

er cou
ld

 n
ot h

ave seen
 

h
im

 
com

e back 
a
t o

n
e o

'clo
ck

. H
er sta

tem
en

t w
o
u

ld
 

certainly have been throw
n out by a good law

yer. 
(7) P

rosecu
tion

 E
vid

en
ce: O

sw
ald

 k
illed

 T
ip

p
itt. 

It h
asn

't b
een

 con
clu

sively p
roved

 th
at an

yon
e saw

 h
im

 
sh

o
o
t T

ip
p

itt, o
r sp

ea
k

 to
 h

im
. F

iv
e m

o
n

th
s a

fter th
e 

crim
e, alth

ou
gh

 p
rod

u
cin

g m
an

y oth
er item

s of evid
en

ce, 
th

e p
olice h

ave n
ever yet sh

ow
n

 th
e revolver u

sed
 to k

ill 
T

ippitt, show
n the finger-prints, or proved that the revolver 

belonged to O
sw

ald —
 or even that O

sw
ald had a revolver? 

2
0
0
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 perhaps detail here som
e aspects of A

m
erican 

law
. . 

In the first place, the im
portance of the victim

 has no 
• bearing at all. W

hether O
sw

ald m
urdered a P

resident of 
the U

nited S
tates or a tram

p should m
ake no difference. In 

practice, the charge against O
sw

ald' of killing policem
an 

T
ip

p
itt w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e o

n
e to

 b
e p

ressed
, sin

ce 
K

ennedy's m
urder w

ould have been m
ore difficult to prove. 

F
urther, m

uch of the evidence against O
sw

ald could not 
have been presented in court. T

he S
uprem

e C
ourt (a kind 

o
f C

o
u
rt o

f A
p
p
eal) is v

ery
 m

eticu
lo

u
s o

n
 th

is p
o
in

t: a 
piece of evidence m

ust have been obtained legally. If the 
police have entered a house w

ithout a search w
arrant, they 

cannot m
ake use of docum

ents seized there. N
o statem

ent 
by the accused can be put in unless he w

as first form
ally 

charged. N
o arrest can be m

ade at random
: there m

ust in 
the first place be som

e grounds for suspicion, based upon 
evidence. 

T
he S

uprem
e C

ourt has set free guilty persons, w
ho had 

confessed to their crim
e, because there had been a flaw

 in 
th

eir arrest. T
h
e C

o
u
rt's stan

d
p
o
in

t is clear: b
etter o

n
e 

guilty person at liberty than tolerate the least violation of 
the rights of the individual. 

O
sw

ald
 resisted

 h
is arrest in

 th
e cin

em
a b

u
t a g

o
o
d
 

law
yer m

ight have been able to have show
n this w

as under-
standable self-defence. It w

ould also have been show
n that 

as a sick m
an O

sw
ald w

as not fully responsible for his actions. 
D

r L
ew

is R
o
b
b
in

s, d
irecto

r o
f a clin

ic in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, 
ex

am
in

ed
 O

sw
ald

 an
d
 d

iag
n
o
sed

 h
im

 as an
 ad

v
an

ced
 

paranoiac —
 "a psychopath w

ho deliberately leaves tracks 
because he w

ants to be punished, perhaps for a crim
e he did 

n
o
t co

m
m

it." L
et P

ercy
 W

o
rm

an
 b

e o
u
r "D

ev
il's A

d
v
o
-

cate". H
ere is his defence of O

sw
ald: 

(I) P
rosecution E

vidence: O
sw

ald w
orked in the build-

ing from
 w

hich the shots w
ere fired. 
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(8) P
ro

secu
tio

n
 E

v
id

en
ce: H

elen
 M

ark
h
am

 saw
 T

ip
-

pitt's m
urder. 

B
u
t fro

m
 a d

istan
ce, an

d
 sh

e h
as n

ev
er id

en
tified

 

O
sw

ald
. A

n
y
w

ay
, T

ip
p
itt's m

u
rd

er d
o
es n

o
t p

ro
v
e th

e 

m
u
rd

er o
f K

en
n
ed

y
. O

sw
ald

 m
ig

h
t h

av
e h

ad
 a d

o
zen

 

reasons for killing T
ippitt: a quarrel, to get his ow

n back, 

an act of m
adness, over som

e w
om

an . . T
here had been 

seventy m
urders in D

allas during the previous ten m
onths. 

(9) P
rosecution E

vidence: A
t the m

om
ent of his arrest, 

O
sw

ald said: "It's all over." 
T

h
is is n

o
t certain

. N
o
r d

o
es it p

ro
v
e th

at h
e w

as 

referring to K
ennedy, or to a crim

e. 
t o) P

rosecution E
vidence: O

sw
ald's finger-prints w

ere 

found on the w
indow

-sill at the T
exas B

ook D
epository, and 

on som
e boxes. 

W
hy not? H

e w
orked on that floor, all the tim

e touching 

the boxes and opening and shutting the w
indow

s. T
here 

w
ere also hundreds of other prints there. 
(it) P

ro
secu

tio
n
 E

v
id

en
ce: T

h
e p

o
lice fo

u
n
d
 p

alm
-

prints on the rifle. 
A

ny good law
yer w

ould show
 that such prints are not 

legal evidence because there is not a sufficiently large stock 

of palm
-prints to prove that no tw

o are alike. 

(52) P
rosecution E

vidence: P
araffin tests show

ed that 

there w
ere traces of pow

der on O
sw

ald's fingers, proving 

that he had discharged a gun. 
A

dvocate W
orm

an says that nine tim
es out of ten 'such 

tests arc inconclusive. P
araffin reveals the firing•of a gun as 

m
uch as six w

eeks beforehand. 
(13) P

rosecution E
vidence: M

arina O
sw

ald stated that 

her husband ow
ned a rifle, w

hich could not be found in its 

usual hiding-place. 
F

irst o
f all, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 A
m

erican
 law

 a w
ife can

n
o
t 

bear w
itness against her husband, even if she so w

ishes. 

T
h
is statem

en
t co

u
ld

 th
erefo

re. n
ev

er b
e p

resen
ted

 in
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court. F
urther, M

arina O
sw

ald is not an arm
s expert, and 

to
 m

o
st w

o
m

en
 all g

u
n
s lo

o
k
 alik

e. H
o
w

 co
u
ld

 sh
e b

e 

certain it w
as her husband's? P

erhaps O
sw

ald had changed 

its hiding-place. A
nd since the w

ord "hiding-place" m
eans 

w
hat it does, he could deliberately not have told his w

ife 

w
here it w

as. P
erhaps his rifle is still hidden there. 

(54) P
rosecution E

vidence: M
rs O

sw
ald has not defen-

ded her husband's innocence. 
M

rs O
sw

ald's first reaction w
hen inform

ed of the arrest 

o
f h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 w

as th
at h

e w
as in

n
o
cen

t, b
u
t later sh

e 

m
ade conflicting statem

ents. S
he m

ay very w
ell have hated 

h
er h

u
sb

an
d
. A

n
y
w

ay
, w

h
at w

eig
h
t can

 b
e g

iv
en

 to
 th

e 

reactions of a w
om

an brought up in a totalitarian country, 

w
hose hom

e is brutally invaded by the police w
ho seques-

trate her for m
onths? 

(is) P
ro

secu
tio

n
 E

v
id

en
ce: O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
o
u
g
h
t a 

C
arcano rifle. 
Y

es, but in T
exas everyone buys rifles. O

therw
ise they 

w
ouldn't be sold w

holesale, they w
ouldn't be advertised in 

the new
spapers. A

nyw
ay, w

hy didn't the police m
ention 

a C
arcano rifle u

n
til th

ree d
ay

s later, after th
e F

.B
.I. h

ad
 

discovered an invoice for the despatch to D
allas of such a 

rifle? 
(16) P

rosecution E
vidence: O

sw
ald had ordered a rifle 

by post. 
B

ut under a false nam
e. N

o one saw
 him

 take delivery 

of this rifle, no one saw
 him

 w
ith it. T

he handw
riting of the 

letter w
as d

isg
u
ised

. S
ev

eral h
an

d
w

ritin
g
 ex

p
erts h

av
e 

stated that it w
as in O

sw
ald's handw

riting but others have 

said that it w
as not. A

nyw
ay, w

hen the rifle w
as ordered he 

could not have been m
editating killing K

ennedy w
ith it 

because the P
resident's tour in the S

outh had not yet been 

decided upon. W
hy then use a false nam

e? O
sw

ald could 

have ordered the w
eapon for a friend, for an accom

plice, 

to re-sell it, to export it to M
exico —

 and so on. 



2
0
4
 	

R
E

D
 R

O
S

E
S

 F
R

O
M

 T
E

X
A

S
 

(17) P
rosecution E

vidence: T
here are w

itnesses w
ho say 

they saw
 him

 at the w
indow

. . 
Im

possible to recognise any.one at that distance. 
(18) P

rosecution E
vidence: D

ocum
ents and letters w

ere 
seized from

 his hom
e. 

S
uch a seizure w

as illegal, being w
ithout a search w

ar-
rant, and the docum

ents could not have been adm
itted by 

the court. 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 W
A

S
 not inform

ed of his constitutional rights,' he 
w

as not.  allow
ed to telephone a law

yer, or his fam
ily; no 

leg
al rep

resen
tativ

e w
as assig

n
ed

 h
im

. A
ll th

is w
o
u
ld

 
certainly have led to a quashing-of the trial by the S

uprem
e 

C
ourt. 
T

hen there is the episode of the F
.B

.I. agent w
ho in 1961 

had suggested to O
sw

ald that he should join the pro-C
astro 

organisations and inform
 on them

 to him
 —

 Joseph H
esty -

and through him
 to the F

.B
.I. 

W
hy did the F

.B
.I., w

hich had O
sw

ald listed as "dan-
gerous", not inform

 the police and the S
ecret S

ervice? F
or 

there are 250,000 schizophrenics on that list . . . therefore 
250,000 persons just as M

uch suspect as O
sw

ald. 

H
o
w

 C
O

U
L

D
 

O
sw

ald
 sin

g
le-h

an
d
ed

 h
av

e m
an

ag
ed

 to
 

w
ound the P

resident from
 the back in the nape of the neck,. 

and from
 the front in the throat? 

T
he doctors of P

arkland H
ospital are certain that there 

w
ere tw

o w
ounds, from

 opposite directions. - 
"W

e have tw
o hundred cases a day; w

e know
 w

hen a 
b
u
llet en

ters fto
m

 in
 fro

n
t an

d
 an

o
th

er fro
m

 b
eh

in
d
." 

T
heir report w

as published in the Texas M
edical Journal. 

T
ailor Z

apruder's film
 show

s that K
ennedy did not turn 

round; he could not in any case have turned round in such 
a w

ay
 th

at a b
u
llet fired

 fro
m

 b
eh

in
d
 co

u
ld

 en
ter th

e 
th

ro
at. 
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T
he autopsy petform

ed at the B
ethesda-M

ilitary H
ospi-

tal in W
ashington refers only to tw

o bullets (apart from
 

G
overnor C

onnaly's one) and to tw
o w

ounds at the. back. 
B

ut after all the D
allas surgeons had had to do, the P

resi-
dent's body w

as surely in such a condition that no autopsy 
co

u
ld

 g
iv

e an
y
 clear p

ictu
re o

f th
e p

o
in

ts o
f en

try
 an

d
 

egress of the bullets. 
W

hy is the existence of a fourth rifle bullet denied? 
D

etectiv
e B

ill W
alth

ers d
eclares th

at h
e fo

u
n
d
 it. H

e 
d
escrib

ed
 to

 m
e h

im
self h

o
w

 h
e fo

u
n
d
 th

e b
u
llet an

d
 a 

picture taken im
m

ediately after the shooting by a D
allas 

Tim
es 

p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
er sh

o
w

s th
is d

etectiv
e an

d
 a S

ecret 
S

ervice m
an in the act of retrieving a bullet from

 the turf 
at the roadside. 

A
 journalist of the St Louis P

ost D
ispatch states that the 

w
in

d
screen

 o
f th

e p
resid

en
tial car w

as sp
lin

tered
 b

y
 a 

bullet. 
W

hy has the m
edical report from

 the P
arkland H

ospital 
never been taken into consideration? 

F
IN

A
L

L
Y

, w
as an

y
o
n
e fro

m
 th

e C
h
icag

o
 o

r N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
u
n
d
erw

o
rld

s th
at d

ay
 in

 D
allas? T

h
o
se q

u
arters h

ad
 

recently not been on the best of term
s w

ith the K
cnnedys: 

B
ob, the brother, had started a crusade against the M

afia 
and other gangsters, giving rise to the spectacular revela-
tions of V

alachi. 
O

sw
ald's m

other, w
ho is absolutely determ

ined to m
ain-

tain her son's innocence, has m
ade m

any contradictory and 
often ill-advised statem

ents. B
ut her recollections and the 

volum
inous papers she has put at m

y disposal, suggest a 
theory w

hich m
ay be defended w

ith som
e success: 

"M
y son is the victim

 of a plot. A
 few

 m
inutes after his 

arrest, th
e p

o
lice g

av
e th

e p
ress a m

ass o
f b

io
g
rap

h
ical 

detail in w
hich everything detrim

ental w
as carefully under-

lin
ed

 ... H
o
w

 d
id

 it h
ap

p
en

 th
at th

e p
o
lice h

ad
 all th

is 
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inform
ation about m

y son ready to hand, w
hen they say 

they didn't know
 he existed a few

 hours before? 
"W

e arc a patriotic fam
ily. A

ll m
y three children volun-

teered for service in the arm
ed forces. L

ee w
anted to enlist 

in ffic M
arines at sixteen years old —

 he w
as rejected as 

b
ein

g
 to

o
 y

o
u

n
g

. B
u

t h
e w

as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e C

ad
et 

A
viation C

orps, and they w
anted to m

ake him
 a pilot —

 the 
A

m
erican A

ir F
orce doesn't norm

ally recruit young people 
w

hose patriotism
 is in do.ubt. A

n officer often cam
e to' the 

h
o
u
se to

 talk
 to

 L
ee. T

h
at's h

o
w

 h
e cam

e to
 read

 h
a

s 
K

apital; but at the sam
e tim

e he learned by heart the big• 
w

ordy m
anual, 

T
he P

erfect M
arine. A

t sev
en

teen
, h

e en
-

listed, and his letters said he w
as happy. H

e w
as decorated. 

H
e did not receive a m

edal for being a sharp-shooter; it w
as 

his battalion w
hich received that -d

istin
ctio

n
 . . . b

u
t th

e 
police and the press lied, m

aking the w
orld believe that m

y 
son w

as a cham
pion rifle-shot. 

"I am
 su

re th
at th

e M
arin

es train
ed

 L
ee to

 b
e a secret 

agent. T
rue, he did not tell m

e so, nor does anyone say so 
today. B

ut since w
hen cilia secret agents tell their m

others 
w

hat they w
ere doing? O

r the secret services acknow
ledge 

their m
em

bers? 
"L

ee w
as never in contact w

ith C
om

m
unists. If he be-

cam
e a M

arx
ist, it w

as b
ecau

se th
e M

arin
es m

ad
e a 

M
arxist of him

 .. . 
"L

ee d
ecid

ed
 all in

 a m
in

u
te to

 g
o

 to
 R

u
ssia . . . as if 

h
e'd

 receiv
ed

 an
 o

rd
er. H

e, alw
ay

s so
 tru

th
fu

l w
ith

 m
e, 

to
ld

 m
e th

at h
e w

as g
o

in
g

 to
 g

et o
n

 a carg
o

-b
o

at fo
r 

E
urope. H

ow
 could he, in the tw

o days he stayed w
ith m

e 
after leaving the m

ilitary base, have arranged so quickly to 
get a passport, a S

oviet visa and a passage to R
ussia? 

"W
h
y
 (lid

 th
e R

u
ssian

s n
ev

er b
eliev

e in
 h

is sto
ry

 o
f 

d
efectio

n
? W

h
y
 h

av
en

't th
e S

o
v
iet d

o
ssiers o

n
 m

y
 so

n
, 

p
assed

 b
y

 M
o

sco
w

 to
 th

e A
m

erican
 G

o
v

ern
m

en
t, b

een
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m
ade public? W

hy w
as L

ee, after renouncing his nation-
ality, so very m

uch interested in keeping his status in the ' 
M

arines; to such, a point that he w
rote a letter from

 M
oscow

 
to G

overnor C
onnally, asking him

 to annul his discharge 
from

 the M
arines? A

 C
om

m
unist ought not to have cared 

about defending his m
ilitary prestige in one of the U

.S
. 

fo
rces ... 
"A

fter he cam
e back, L

ee kept aw
ay from

 m
e for a long 

tim
e. H

e didn't w
ant to com

prom
ise m

e. H
e w

as on secret 
w

ork. I believe that L
ee, as an agent, w

as trying to infiltrate 
reactio

n
ary

 circles in
 T

ex
as, p

erh
ap

s to
 u

n
co

v
er a p

lo
t 

ag
ain

st K
en

n
ed

y
. H

e w
as, th

en
, th

e v
ictim

 an
d

 n
o

t th
e 

instigator of the tragedy. H
e w

as used as a scapegoat. B
y 

w
hom

? T
hose w

ho had discovered his role? 
"W

ith
 th

e h
elp

 o
f frien

d
s, I h

av
e m

ad
e m

y
 o

w
n
 en

-
quiries. I have discovered that the policem

an, T
ippitt, w

as 
seen in R

uby's night-club som
e days before the assassina-

tion. A
 w

itness of T
ippitt's m

urder says that the killer w
as 

square-set, short, fat .. . that description does not fit m
y 

son. A
nother w

itness saw
 an unidentified m

an leave the 
B

ook D
epository B

uilding just after the assassination and go 
off in a car belonging to an extrem

e right-w
ing organisation. 

"A
s a m

other, I know
 that L

ee did not com
m

it m
urder. I 

know
 too that if he had done so, he w

ould have boasted of 
it. L

ee w
as alw

ays proud of his actions, and never denied his 
m

istakes .. . H
e w

ould have told m
e . . . H

is last w
ords, 

w
hen he said good-bye to his w

ife and m
e som

e hours before 
his cruel death, w

ere, 'D
on't forget to buy June som

e shoes 
. . Is th

at an
 assassin

's g
o

o
d

-b
y

e?" 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald a secret agent? 

W
hy not? C

ouldn't lie have been acting on behalf of the 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency? It isn't im

possible that he. 
w

as o
n
 th

e trail o
f th

e in
ten

d
in

g
 assassin

s. A
fter all, 

Johnson's entourage, and the new
 P

resident him
self, did not 

exclude the possibility of a conspiracy in D
allas. 
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T
h
ere arc m

an
y
 u

n
an

sw
ered

 q
u
estio

n
s. W

h
y
, fo

r 
exam

ple, w
as the head of the C

.I.A
. closeted w

ith R
obert 

K
en

n
ed

y
, th

e A
tto

rn
ey

-G
en

eral, in
stead

 o
f ru

n
n
in

g
 

straight to the P
entagon, as w

as his duty? W
hy did he go to 

see B
o
b
 K

en
n
ed

y
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 secret 

service m
atters? W

ouldn't the logical answ
er be: "B

ecause 
one of his agents had been m

istakenly arrested in D
allas, 

and he w
as asking B

ob K
ennedy, head of the F

.B
.I., to get 

him
 out of the clutches of the D

allas police . .." ? 
A

nd w
hy did E

arl W
arren, after studying secret docu-

m
en

ts, d
eclare p

u
b
licly

: "P
ro

b
ab

ly
 certain

 facts in
 th

is 
affair w

ill never be m
ade-public in our generation." T

his 
w

as the C
hief Justice of the S

uprem
e C

ourt, the first m
agis-

trate, chairm
an of the nation's ad hoc C

om
m

ission —
 and the 

m
an entrusted by P

resident Johnson w
ith th

e task
 o

f in
-

vestigating the assassination. 

O
N

L
Y

 T
IIE

 future, then, w
ill lift the veil from

 w
hat really 

happened in D
allas on that unbelievable and unforgettable 

N
ovem

ber 22nd, 1963. 
It m

ay
 co

n
firm

 th
e co

n
v
en

ien
t o

fficial v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e 

facts —
 just as m

uch possible as a hundred others. O
r it m

ay, 
b
y
 rev

ealin
g
 in

n
u
m

erab
le fu

rth
er co

n
trad

ictio
n
s, m

ak
e 

even m
ore m

ysterious w
hat seem

s like the m
ost far-fetched 

and thrilling "w
hodunit" of post-w

ar years. 
• 

l• 
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m
artial law

 in
 D

allas, o
r at least d

em
an

d
 an

 esco
rt o

f 
fighter jets to protect A

ir F
orce I. on its w

ay back to W
ashing-

ton w
ith the new

 president and all his suite? 
A

 m
an w

ho believes him
self threatened by conspiracy or 

rebellion, coup d' clot o
r in

v
asio

n
, starts rig

h
t aw

ay
 in

 h
is 

h
o

sp
ital ro

o
m

 to
 g

iv
e o

rd
ers, co

n
tact th

e P
en

tag
o

n
, th

e 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency and his m

inisters. H
e does not 

w
aste precious hours doing nothing, or risk being out of 

touch for another tw
o hours on the flight betw

een D
allas 

and W
ashington. H

e w
ould think that plotters m

ight have 
hidden a bom

b in his plane, or prepared an aerial attack —
 , 

since, after all, one is m
uch m

ore vulnerable in a plane than 
o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
. H

e w
o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 tw

ice ab
o
u
t g

o
in

g
 to

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 at all, sin

ce it m
ig

h
t b

e in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f th
e 

"reb
els" o

r "in
v

ad
ers". A

n
d

 o
n

ce in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t g

o
 to

 h
is o

w
n
 h

o
m

e, as Jo
h
n
so

n
 d

id
, b

u
t to

 a 
m

ilitary- strongpoint —
 or at least som

ew
here easily guarded. 

T
h

e p
lan

e w
ith

 Jo
h
n

so
n
 ab

o
ard

 to
o
k
 o

ff fro
m

 L
o
v
e 

F
ield

, D
allas, at 2

.4
7
 p

.m
. T

ex
as tim

e. B
u
t b

y
 th

en
, 

O
sw

ald had been arrested, the D
allas police had declared 

them
selves satisfied of his guilt, had rejected the conspiracy 

th
eo

ry
 an

d
 h

ad
 p

ractically
 ceased

 fu
rth

er in
v

estig
atio

n
. 

T
here w

as not a single road-block on the roads betw
een 

hospital and airport. L
ove F

ield itself looked just the sam
e 

as on any other day. D
epartures, even departures abroad, 

had not been interrupted. 
Y

et th
ere is n

o
t th

e slig
h
test allu

sio
n
 to

 th
is in

 th
e ac-

counts of the m
atter inspired by the W

hite H
ouse. 

Johnson w
as inform

ed of O
sw

ald's capture. W
hat w

as his 
reaction ? 

H
ere is a m

an w
ho learns that his predecessor's assassin -

w
ho m

ay perhaps have w
anted to kill him

 too —
 has been 

caught. W
hy did he not give orders for a full investigation? 

W
hy did he not him

self take charge of it? 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 telep

h
o
n
ed

 R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 fo

r h
is ad

v
ice. 
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W
hy did he not say to B

ob: "T
he brother you loved so m

uch 
h

as b
een

 w
ick

ed
ly

 m
u

rd
ered

. C
o

m
e at o

n
ce to

 D
allas, 

you're the A
ttorney G

eneral, w
ith all pow

er to punish his 
killer." O

r: "B
ob, order J. E

dgar H
oover, your subordinate, 

the boss of the F
.B

.I., to com
e to D

allas at once. T
ell him

 
to bring his best investigators, squads, apparatus, forensic 
equipm

ent —
 all that kind of thing —

 and let in som
e light on 

this m
atter." 

M
aybe these questions now

 serve no purpose, but m
any 

p
eo

p
le in

 A
m

erica are ask
in

g
 th

em
, in

 th
e b

ars an
d

 th
e 

subw
ay, in their hom

es by the fireside —
 and in E

m
bassy 

boudoirs. 

T
H

E
 G

R
E

A
T

 A
m

erican m
agazines have given us the official 

version in m
inutest detail: 

A
t 12.38, w

hen all hope for K
ennedy seem

ed at an end, 
a little m

an one vaguely rem
em

bered having seen around 
the W

hite H
ouse corridors w

as sitting in front of the door of 
the room

 in w
hich Johnson w

as w
aiting. O

n his knees w
as 

the "football" —
 the W

ashington slang term
 for the briefcase 

w
hich holds all the codes in w

hich the presidential orders 
m

u
st b

e g
iv

en
 to

 th
e ato

m
ic p

atro
ls an

d
 strik

e-fo
rce 

centres. 
R

oberts, head of the W
hite H

ouse detail in D
allas (he 

had served tw
enty years in the corps), telephoned C

olonel 
Jam

es S
w

indal, pilot of the presidential plane, and told him
 

to get ready to take off w
ithout delay. T

he pilot at once 
ordered com

plete re-fuelling, the plane's tanks being alm
ost 

em
pty —

 not m
uch fuel w

ould have been needed to get to 
A

ustin, w
hich should have been the next stop. 

Johnson asked for assistance. F
our C

ongressm
en from

 
th

e T
ex

as d
eleg

atio
n
 th

erefo
re w

en
t in

to
 th

e ro
o
m

 an
d
 

stood round him
 as if to protect him

. 
A

t 1
.1

3
 p

.m
. th

e m
an

 g
u
ard

in
g
 th

e d
o
o
r o

f T
rau

m
a 

R
oom

 I reported that K
ennedy w

as dead. 

!I 
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M
alcolm

 K
ilduff then asked Johnson if he could confirm

 
the sad new

s to the journalists. 
"N

o
, M

ac," Jo
h
n
so

n
 rep

lied
. "B

etter to
 w

ait a b
it.•  I 

m
ust get out of here first and get on the 'plane. F

or all w
e 

know
n there could be a w

orld plot, and they m
ight m

ean 
to kill m

e as they have K
ennedy ... W

e don't know
." A

nd 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

en
t o

n
 to

 recall th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t 

L
incoln. 

IN
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

, at that m
om

ent, a S
enate C

om
m

ittee of 
E

n
q
u
iry

 w
as in

 p
ro

cess o
f th

ro
w

in
g
 so

m
e lig

h
t o

n
 th

e 
R

obert B
aker scandal. B

aker, S
enate m

ajority S
ecretary to 

the S
enate, had enjoyed the friendship of the vice-president 

and the w
itness R

eynolds w
as at that tim

e m
aking revela-

tions extrem
ely em

barrassing to Johnson. W
hen the C

hair-
m

an of the C
om

m
ittee learned that K

ennedy w
as dead, and 

that the m
an indirectly involved by the w

itness w
as now

 
P

resident of the U
nited S

tates, he abruptly adjourned the 
sitting. 

JO
H

N
S

O
N

 L
E

F
T

 the hospital shortly before I.3o p.m
., and 

got dow
n on the floor of the car in such a position that his 

h
ead

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e seen
 fro

m
 o

u
tsid

e. In
 th

is cro
u
ch

ed
 

position he arrived at L
ove F

ield. . 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

, Jo
h

n
so

n
 w

as n
o

t y
et 

president; he m
ust first take the O

ath. Johnson w
anted to 

do that in W
ashington, because he w

as in a hurry to leave -
but w

hat w
ould happen if the plane should be held up by 

bad w
eather? A

m
erica could not w

ait. 
S

o Johnson telephoned B
ob K

ennedy, w
ho w

as at the 
tim

e w
ith John M

cC
one, head of the A

m
erican Intelligence 

Service —
 the C

.I.A
. 

"Y
ou m

ust take the O
ath im

m
ediately," said B

ob. "W
e 

w
ill telep

h
o
n
e th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e w
h
o
le tex

t. A
n
y
 ju

d
g
e can

 
adm

inister it." 
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Johnson knew
 S

arah T
. H

ughes, a w
om

an of sixty-seven, 
w

hom
 he had had appointed to the F

ederal C
ourt. 

"Y
es, I'll b

e th
ere in

 ten
 m

in
u
tes." S

h
e arriv

ed
 at th

e 
w

heel of her little red F
iat sports car, w

ith a B
ible in her 

lap. W
e m

ust w
ait for M

rs K
ennedy," said L

yndon Johnson. 
"S

he is bringing her husband's coffin." 
S

om
eone com

m
ented that M

rs K
ennedy's presence at the 

cerem
ony w

ould in a w
ay confirm

 the continuity of the 
regim

e; she w
ould, so to speak, "legitim

ise" the new
 presi-

dent. 
A

t 2
.1

8
 p

.m
 Jacq

u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
 arriv

ed
. T

h
ree 

S
ecret S

ervice m
en, and som

e soldiers, carried the coffin 
to the back of the plane —

 but still in the passenger cabin. 
Jacqueline sat dow

n beside it. 
W

h
en

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 to

o
k
 th

e O
ath

, A
rm

y
 C

ap
tain

 C
ecil 

S
to

u
g

h
to

n
, o

fficial p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
er at th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se, 

recorded the scene on a special 5o m
m

. cam
era. H

e took 
n

in
e p

h
o

to
s. T

h
ree jo

u
rn

alists b
o

ard
ed

 ' th
e p

lan
e, as 

representing the w
orld press. 

Jacqueline w
as on Johnson's left, as the latter repeated 

the C
onstitutional form

ula after Judge H
ughes. T

he w
om

an 
ju

d
g
e w

as trem
b
lin

g
; sh

e d
id

 n
o
t u

se th
e B

ib
le sh

e h
ad

 
brought w

ith her, but a sm
all C

atholic M
issal, found in the 

plane near K
ennedy's bed. 

Johnson gently kissed Jacqueline on the cheek, then his 
w

ife. T
hen he said firm

ly: "N
ow

 let's take the plane back 
to W

ashington . . ." 
A

ir F
orce I w

as airborne from
 L

ove F
ield at exactly 2.47 -

w
ith

in
 a few

 m
in

u
tes, ju

st th
ree h

o
u
rs after its lan

d
in

g
 

there. 
T

he first act of 'the D
allas dram

a had thus lasted three 
hours. T

hree hours in w
hich life in the U

nited S
tates had 

been turned upside dow
n. 

T
he flight took tw

o hours thirteen m
inutes. 

• 



N
e
rin

 
E

. G
un 

Ted 
it

-5e/c 

co
n
tin

u
e
d
 fro

m
 fro

n
t fla

p
) 

re
vo

lve
r w

h
ich

 kille
d

 p
o

lice
m

a
n

 T
ip

p
itt b

e
e

n
 

produced and w
hat are the inferences to be 

draw
n from

 the fact that it has never been 
proved that O

sw
ald possessed such a 

fire-arm
 ? 

R
ed R

oses F
rom

 T
exas is a

 tim
e
ly d

o
cu

m
e
n
t 

that sets the scene for the tragic events of 
that N

ovem
ber afternoon and enables us to 

view
 the great A

m
erican tragedy in broader 

p
e

rsp
e
ctive

. 
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c
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v
e

r th
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 W
o

rld
 

A
vailab

le fro
m

 all B
o

o
ksellers 

F
u

ll list fro
m

 F
R

E
D

E
R

IC
K

 M
U

L
L

E
R

 

110 F
leet S

treet L
o

n
d

o
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 E
C

4 

Ja
cke

t d
e
sig

n
 b

y A
rn

o
ld

 S
ch

w
artzm

an
  

A
n

 O
u

tsta
n

d
in

g
 P

o
litica

l B
io

g
ra

p
h

y: 

A
D

E
P

tIA
U

E
R

- 
D

E
M

O
C

R
A

T
IC

 D
IC

T
A

T
O

R
 

, 	
b

y
 C

h
a

rle
s
 W

ig
h

to
n

 

K
o
n
ra

d
 A

d
e
n
a
u
e
r is o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st co

n
tro

ve
rsia

l fig
u
re

s in
 E

u
ro

p
e
a
n
 

p
o

st-w
a

r h
isto

ry. In
 h

is ye
a

rs a
s F

e
d

e
ra

l G
e

rm
a

n
 C

h
a

n
ce

llo
r h

e
 h

a
s d

o
n

e
 

m
u

c
h

 fo
r h

is
 fe

llo
w

-c
o

u
n

try
m

e
n

. B
u

t to
 m

a
n

y
 p

e
o

p
le

 o
f lib

e
ra

l v
ie

w
s
, 

b
o

th
 in

 G
e

rm
a

n
y a

n
d

 b
e

yo
n

d
, th

e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f A
d

e
n

a
u

e
r sta

n
d

s fo
r a

 m
an 

w
h

o
, u

n
d

e
r th

e
 c

lo
a

k
 o

f p
a

rlia
m

e
n

ta
ry

 d
e

m
o

c
ra

c
y
, h

a
s
 s

u
c
c
e

e
d

e
d

 in
 

e
sta

b
lish

in
g

 a
n

 a
u

th
o

rita
ria

n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t o
n

 a
lm

o
st cla

ssic G
e

rm
a

n
 lin

e
s. 

T
h
is is th

e
 criticism

 m
a
d
e
 b

y C
h
a
rle

s W
ig

h
to

n
, a

lre
a
d
y w

e
ll kn

o
w

n
 fo

r h
is 

stu
d
ie

s o
f p

e
rso

n
a
litie

s o
f th

e
 N

a
zi p

e
rio

d
, in

 a
 h

a
rd

-h
ittin

g
 w

o
rk b

a
se

d
 o

n
 

first-h
a

n
d

 o
b

se
rva

tio
n

 m
a

d
e

 d
u

rin
g

 m
a

n
y ye

a
rs in

 p
o

st-w
a

r G
e

rm
a

n
y. A

t 
th

e
 sa

m
e

 tim
e

 h
e

 d
e

b
u

n
ks th

e
 "A

d
e

n
a

u
e

r m
yth

" p
ro

p
a

g
a

te
d

 b
y th

e
 la

te
 

J
O

h
n

 F
o

s
te

r D
u

lle
s
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
rs

 in
 th

e
 in

te
re

s
ts

 o
f A

m
e
ric

a
n
 p

o
s
t-w

a
r 

A
tta

ckin
g
 th

e
 "d

e
m

o
cra

tic d
icta

to
rsh

ip
" w

h
ich

 A
d
e
n
a
u
e
r h

a
s cre

a
te

d
, 

M
r. W

ig
h
to

n
 s

u
g
g
e
s
ts

 th
a
t b

y
 a

 b
rillia

n
t e

x
p
lo

ita
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 tra

d
itio

n
a
l 

G
e
rm

a
n
 o

b
e
isa

n
ce

 to
 se

cu
la

r a
u
th

o
rity, co

u
p
le

d
 w

ith
 in

h
e
re

n
t w

e
a
k-

n
e

sse
s in

 th
e

 B
o

n
n

 co
n

stitu
tio

n
, A

d
e

n
a

u
e

r h
a

s su
cce

e
d

e
d

 in
 se

ttin
g

 u
p

 
virtu

a
lly a

 "o
n
e
-m

a
n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t" w

h
ich

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

a
st ye

a
rs h

a
s ta

ke
n
 

m
a
jo

r p
o
licy d

e
cisio

n
s w

ith
o
u
t re

fe
re

n
ce

 to
 h

is C
a
b
in

e
t, h

is p
a
rty o

r to
 th

e
 

G
e
rm

a
n
 p

a
rlia

m
e
n
t. 

T
h

e
 F

e
d

e
ra

l C
h

a
n

c
e

llo
r's

 p
a

rt in
 a

b
e

ttin
g

 d
e

 G
a

u
lle

 in
 th

e
 E

u
ro

p
e

a
n

 
m

a
rke

t d
e
b
a
cle

 a
n
d
 h

is p
e
rso

n
a
l a

llia
n
ce

 w
ith

 th
e
 F

re
n
ch

 P
re

sid
e
n
t, sig

n
e
d
 

a
 fe

w
 d

a
ys la

te
r, a

re
, sa

ys th
e

 a
u

th
o

r, th
e

 lo
g

ica
l o

u
tco

m
e

 o
f p

o
licie

s 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y
 A

d
e

n
a

u
e

r fo
r n

e
a

rly
 h

a
lf a

 c
e

n
tu

ry
 a

n
d

 a
c
tiv

a
te

d
 la

rg
e

ly
 

b
e

ca
u

se
 o

f B
rita

in
's o

ccu
p

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 R
h

in
e

la
n

d
 in

 th
e

 e
a

rly tw
e

n
tie

s. 

"B
rillia

n
t p

ictu
re

 o
f o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
st co

n
tro

ve
rsia

l fig
u

re
s in

 
E

u
ro

p
e
a
n
 p

o
litics to

d
a
y." 

—
M

a
n

c
h

e
s
te

r E
v
e
n

in
g

 N
e
w

s
 

"M
r. W

ig
h

to
n

's
 re

c
o

rd
 o

f 
K

o
n

ra
d

 A
d

e
n

a
u

e
r's

 life
 is

 a
 

conscientious one." 
—

T
h

e
 L

is
te

n
e
r 

"... an
 im

p
o

rtan
t an

d
 far-reach

in
g

 stu
d

y..." 
—

B
o

o
k

s
 o

f th
e

 M
o

n
th
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