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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	: 	Director, FBI 	(44-38861) 

FRr? • -- i 	SAC, Memphis (44-1982) (p) 

DATE: 10/14/68 

 

 
 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Submitted herewith for the Bureau's information are 
two copies of an Order issued by Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE, 
Memphis, Tenn., relative to seating accommodations in the 
courtroom in anticipation of forthcoming trial. 

Also submitted are two copies of an "Order on Scire 
Facias," issued by Judge BATTLE. 

In addition to the above Orders issued by Judge BATTLE, 
there are enclosed two copies each of the following: 

Letter prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY to his 
brother JERRY, dated October 14, 1968. 

Letter dated October 9, 1968, 
by his brother, JERRY RAY, St 

addressed to subject 
.'Louis, Mo. 

- -Letter dated October 14, 1968 
ARTHUR HANES. 

q, 
C2 - Bureau (Enc.-10 
• 1 - Memphis 	 . 

RGJ:ME 	 REC 53 
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from subject to Attorney 
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Buy ,U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving.,  Plan 

  

  

   

  

   



IN TU. 070.;.11NAL CCURi OF S:42-:;1! 

STATE OF TEN EE, 	 5 

vs. 	 NOS: 16545 and 15S19 
§ 

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias ERIC . 	5 
STARVO CALT, Alias JOh:4 WILLARD, § 
Alias ':I.AIIVE? LOHAEYEa. 

CR= ON SCTi'J "'AS 

This cause came on to be heard on a verified pe:tion for 

citation for .con.tempt of Arthur J. HancJ, Sr., Renfro T. i.ys, Roy 
Eamiltn and Charles Edmundson,heretofore Med by ta2 Court- 

appointed amici:curiae; personll service or .s.c.id peLizion 	on ell 

four named respondents; scire facias issued by this Court ozderin3 

said respondents. to show cause why they ::tiou6 not be holt- in ccn-.. 

tempt of previous orders of this Court; the 	 tfae 

respondcn Renfro T. Bays; the hearin2 in opcn court on th,.. 21e,  

day of.Septemer,..1968 and on the 30th 	 z't 

which time sworn testimony was .dduced by the petiti-.1ers -Ad 

respondents; the argurLent of counsel for all Ilartic;;; the 

in the cause, • and upon the entire record in this cras., fr.:, ell af 

which it appears to the Court: 

That the rel..pondeats 	 ilanes,Sr.,Renf..o T. ..ays, 

Roy Hemliton.and Charles Edmondson, each, are guilty of 
. 

as fond by this Court in its opinion whichhas.'neen fi:ed in this 

cause, and which the Court.incorporetes by refa:rence it this ord.r 

th sa:re .s if copied herein ve..-batim; and 

The Court bin un■!:..cided at this time as to whn ■ 

Rilnu:d take by wav of nunhm,7TI: on r.ctou:::: of 

Ic 



- 	o 	 ilai..4\E  Elias HARVEY Lai:g2XER.. 

OMR ON SME  

. This cause came on to be heard on a verified pion for citation for contempt of Arthur J. HaneJ, Sr., Renfro T. ;.:L.ys, Ri Hamilton and Ch.lrles Edmundson,heretofore f;led by t,..e Court-appointed amici curiae; personll service of sid pet;.tion tpon e: four, naMed respondents; scirc facias issued by this Coert e:derir, said respondents to show cause why they. ::;1.ouie. not be hell in cen tempt of previous orders. of th;.s Court; 'the 	 C.-10 respondLnt Renfro T. ihlys; the hearinz in open court en the 27e1 day of Septcrher, 19G8 and on the 30th. d.ty o: 
which 	sworn testimony was edduced by the pecitii.ecr .nd thn respondents;.  tLe argun.ent of counsel for all r.erties: Lhe e:CcebiLs in the cause, and upon the entire record in this cnus, fre,.. 811 o which it appears .to the Court: 

Thet the re:Tondents 	J. Hanes, Sr., Renf.-o T. ezys, ! Roy Hemileon:and Charles Edmondson, each, are guilty of ce..T.:ix.:2t 
. 	. 	. — 

as found by this Court in its opinion.which'haF,"been fl2ed in this cause, and which the Courtincorporates by reference in this order the se:re us if copied herein ve'ebatim; and 
The Court beinz: uut.l.cided at this time as to what-

C01:rt should take by way of punishment on account of 
	 bein;! desirous of giving the matte: furcherconsorra, 

IT IS HZREBY CaDERED;  ADJUDGED this te:;1.-.:er be, aa.i the same is hereby, reserved by this Courc for further ri'r :11-0  if rhirs 



IT IS TUaTHI .  MDE::ED, LDJUDCED ;.ND ,;;:;'%., 	that t:.a motions 

of the respondent:s Roy Hamilton and Charles Edmundson, made by and 

through their atto..:neys, the Honorable Armistead Clay and the 

Eonorable Ezra Z. Bryan, at the conclusion of the Court's opinion, 

to reconsider the Court's action and, in the ateragtivc, to fix 

punishment, are hereby denied. 

To all cf which the respondents respectfully except. 

JUDGE 

ig(1.7;:,• 	 g„„ 	 G7c:Fr.: 

. • 



STATE 02 TE.:ESS'2.2. 	
i 

::3. 16645 Mur,,:-.-  :First Dec,rae 

V3.  NO. 16819 Carryini; Da: serous Weapon 

JA ,E EARL RAY 
Alias 1;ric Starvo Galt, 	

7 .
r  

A,ias John Willare,  
1 

Alias i:r.:vey Lowmey.:r,  

Alfaz.----------".1.7:4----.• 	
1 

ORDER 

Attendance in the Courtroom will be limitod to the 

se4tin3 accoOdations of the 'our:-roo... eheept inr,ofi..r to the 

Court shall orde:. 

r;he north ?ortion of the Courtrow. 	
d  

consinc of seats numbered _L___ "rou-'-' /.4
1  will be reserved —.....,=._ 

for accredited ropresentat'_ve of tne news modia who will t.- 

admittd to t.:.e Courtroom only upon presentation of credntials 

isolled by thio Court. The south portion of the bae:: of the 

Co,:rtrvom bchinz: the rails consistin,; of seats n:.:nb.z.rcd &;-, 

tnrcu,::. SI_ will be Lvailblc tip 7,
-.11;:ors of ....I.e publi c

--IfoTr--  

each sess-on of the Court in order of their appearance except for 

----- SCZ.'.4 
for family and/or friends of the defendant, and 

a,,.ats,for fami7 and/a+ friends of the aeccased. 
---- 

Seat a3signments fer representative:, of newz. media 

shall be an follows: 

	

Associate' 	.; Representative 

• 	

J. P. I. Re:-1r1.0ta,,iv.: 

• 	

3. :.7.1socIL:..1,:d 	
Pr,s; Re;rce.,enl.ative 

Radio Repreent.,.tive 

. 	z..1;ional 
	T.V. 	

Radio 7:;*resenl.a-..ive 

6. Nationa: A. B. O. T.1
:. and Ra-dio Representative 

7, Cor.::er.71c.1 Appc.,1 Representative 

v. F:ess-Scimitar Representative 

9. 
Tri-State Defender Represe.-,tative 

10. 
Mev.phis World Renrescntative 



—L. 	e.CMP.I.:a 	I. 

:2. MemphinWRZCT.V. Representative 

:3. NemphisWEBQT.V. Representative 

14. Memphis W.M.F.S. Representaive 

15. Memphis W.D.I.A. Representative 

16. The New York Times and News Service Representative 

1/ Los Angeles Times and News Service Representative 

18. Cidcago Daily News Wire Se.'vice Representative 

19. St: Louis Post Dispatch Representative 

23. • The Nashville Banner Representative 

21. The Nashville Tennesseean Representative 

22. Wash:7'4;ton Daily News- Scripps Eoward News Representative 

23. Wall Street Journal (Natio•-•al Observer) Reprerentative 

24. The Birmingham News Representative 

25. Atlanta Constitution Representative 

2G. This seat to be shared by followin7, nat:,cd four (4) 
London newspapers on a revolving basis to be 
worked out anon; temselves,and plan to•be 
approved by the Court: 
(a) The London Daily Mirror Representative . 
(b) The Daily Telegraph and !orning Post Representatl 
(c) The Daily Mail Representative 
(d) The London Daily Express Representative 

'27. Reuters Representative 

23: 'Deutsche Press-Agentur Representative 

29. ,Torohto Telegram Representative 

-French News Avacy Representative .  

31. This sent t- he shared by Life-Time-Fortune mai-tazines 
on a .e%0' :ing bant.3 to be:worked out among. 

. g thcms.aves, and plan to be r..:-•proved by the Court. 

re,prentativ 

Larpers Representative 

Saturday. Evening Font Representntive 

55. - Gerold Frank, Doubleday and Co:7,pany 

5. 'George McMillan, Little BrsWn and Comp:..ny 
37. W.S.O.N., Birmingham 

:;8. Clay D. Blair, Bantam Books 

39. Revolving Seats 

40.  

7 
• 

• 



41. :levolvi;:z; 

42.' 

r.,11Z.er. 

77.77 
Judze DIVLsior, 

CrimInza Court 

  

  

, SheVpy COunty, Tennossc:c 

Dote:  'L41;14,  /561 
rl 
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