JAMES H. LESAR
ATTORMNEY AT LAW
910 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. SUITE 600
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

TELEPHONE (202) 223-3587

August 21, 1978

Mr. Fred Fiske

WAMU=FM Public Radio
via American University
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Mr. Fiske:

Enclosed are some FBI records on members of James Earl Ray's
family which Harold Weisberg asked me to send you. ’

Sincerely yours,

James Hi Lesar
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FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI : o
MURKIN
FULL COVERAGE IS TO BE ATFORDED TIIE RELATIVES OF SUBJECT
RLSIDING IN YOUR RESPLCTIVE TERRITORIES, THIS WILL INCLUDE g
b
A BPOT SURVEILLANCE OF THESE PERSONS AS WELL AB A DRTERMINATION s
OF THEIR ASSOCIATES AND INDIVIDUALS MAKING FOEQUENT CONTACT '

WITII TIIEM,

W YOU SHOULD MAKE THIS A CONTINUING PROJECT g
UNTIL OTHERWISE ADVISED BY THE BUREAU, DR R R s -

/IT WILL NE FULLY INCUMLENT UPON EACH OFFICE TO BE COMPLETELY

AWARE OF P\NY SITUATION IN VUICH THE SURJECT CONTACTS RELATIVES
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TELLTYPE TO BAC, CIICAGO

KANSAS CITY
BT. LOUIS

SPRINGFIELD
RE: MURKIN

OF TUE BUBJECT, YOU BIIOULD INSURE THAT EACH RELATIVR 1S
ADEQUATELY COVLRED TQ POSSIBLY ABBIST IN TIE SUBJECT'S
IOCATION AND APPREUENSION,

ARMED AND DANGEROUB,

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPIIS, L
NOTE: 1In view of the fact subject could possibly contact
his relatives, the officescovering residence of relatives

requested to provide full coverage to provide any information
whatsoever that could lead to the subject's apprehension.
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. TELETYPE
-l"‘[QFN U'T2ENT 4-25-67 JLS

\
n Eﬁh"PU, MIMPPTE, CHICACO AXD SRCIFAFIELD )

s g

R e
FROM "TALCUIS (44-775) fen o) |
) \ f - ;11—::: ; |r i T IF
CBUBFTHLS - SUVMARY ) Mo —
JOHN LAPRY PAY, BROTHER OF SURJECT, REINTERVIEWED, MORE T

e

CONPERATIVE. ADMITTED VISITNG SUBJECT TW0 OR THREE TIAES NSF.‘
WAS IPPRISONSD IN TLLINCIS RERIND OF YEARS PRIOR TQ SUBJECTS J;{fj]
FIMETEEM FIFTY MIME ARMED ROBSERY AND DENIED KMOWLEDZE CF SUBJECTS :
ACTIVITIES DURING SANE. AGAIN DENMIED COMTACT WITH SURJECT SIFCE

ESCAPE CP WMOWLEDGE CF HIS WHEREARQUTS.

P . EFFORTS DIRECTED
TCVAFD DEVELOPING LIGUOR PERMIT VIGLATION TO SERVE AS LEVER TO IR
FOPCS COOPERATICN, SUPPLIERS OF GRAPEVINE TAVERN STATE DELIVER- §
. . _ ; B
IES ASE COD AND PAID IN CASH BY WHO EVER IS ON DUTY. PUSLIC R =
UTILITIES STATE SILLS PAID RY CASH OR MONEY ORDERS, MNAME GF RE- :

MITTERS FOT YET KDOWH.
g b3 ey v 1
Mt THPLOYMENT OME CAY MAY TWENTY FIGHT FIFTY E1WT, 2.0 !
- REC- 110 iyl S 3
GLEE TCHA CNUMTRY CLU2 VERIFIED. \en encTAL SECURITY fUrPER. ]
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CME NIME ONE THREE HICKCRY. ~ PMOT RECALLED SY EMPLAYEES. ‘
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FL 24-773 | T
OMMERICAL 2AXERIES U;?\ﬁf TC LOCATE PAY EMPLOYYERT TO DATE,
MIPPIE MFIGHANPHAGDS NEGATIVE, g <ok

: . - _
MORIPLY MO STATE TPAIMING SCHQOL FNR MEN INMATE OISRy

CHEERE<TATED “HFL HE.WAS AT MSP RAY INDICATED INTEREST IM LETTERS
»

RECEIVED FROM MEXICO AND CUESTIQMED REGARDING MEXICAN

ECC¥TMY AMD APRMY STRUCTURE.

SUPJECT ARMED DD DANGEROUS,
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Exwmrrir 7

May 2, 1968
PLAINTEXT
TELETYDY urGENT |
L~ Mr, L?’m:jl
u'ro: SAC, ST. LoUIS - MG

™ rrou: DIRECTOR, FpI

¥

[_l “MURKIN :

AE ST. 1OUIS WILL PROVILE wyLL COVERAGE AT 'iill GRAPEVINE |
=

{ TAVERN UG DETERMINE I¢ i1 OWNLR OR OPERATOR OV THE TAVERN

IS rossinny ENGAGED IN AnY ILLEGAT, ACTIVITILS: E’[IATSOEVEII.
ALONC THIRZ LINES, YOU S3HOULD IITIEDIATELY ARCYECTAIN Ir THE

TAVERN 13 POSSIBLY LICENSED AND IS CONFORMELG Y1111 PRESENT
LAYWS Ann LEGUIATICHS GoviImiING TN, I'T!I'IS '(:'_' SOR THE PURPOSE
OF DEVELOPING INFORMATION wWHICH CAN pL Ul‘IlI" D IN COrtHECTION

WITH IRTL:IVIEWS TO DETERMIN®G WIEREAROUTS OF DUNMJECT,  HANSAS CITY
Al

HAS ADVISTD TIIAT SURJECT nAy UTILIZLD Tux J'f"'“q ’!',‘[)Dj;"{
pis 4/ 2 G5 9'_.}
STATIONLER Y LO:lPJ\NY SEVEN oun 7950 A Slll'llﬂ?l"r‘t‘i’b THLLT 5T, Nu1s,
HISSOURI, AS A MEANS OF GEISING MONEY oup i i - VG0N, ALLEGEDLY
. 16 MAY 3 1968
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TELETYRE TO SAC, ST, LOUIG j
" ] !
RE: MURKIN :
i
‘_l [‘-

IN SESSTI0N 10 SUNPOEMNA nECORDS, YOU BHOULD THLURE Tl”\_'f‘ REVI

QT RECORDS CAN BEC ACCOBU‘L.T:}'I[ED VIITH FULL SECLRITY QND THE

DUREAU'S INTEREST WILL DE FYLLY PROTECTED. '
 ARMED AND DANGEROUS, ‘

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMDPHIS.

NOTE:  Kansas City has advise
AThért Pepper Bt
o

d that Ray has utilized the
ationery Company of StL. Toanis, Missonri,
Ll meant of pretling money oul a5

of Lthe prigon
g ’ 4

fouls also being instructed to fully cover the
as owned and operatcd by subject's relatives and
if illepul activities involved and to estalLlis
operating in compliance with regulations,

St Tavern

to asuerﬁn

i the Tavern .
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TELETYPE
FEI ST Lours ' )
I126PM URGENT 5-14-6g 4y g oo {ﬂ
// ' 1)
TO DIBECTOR AND MEMPwIS «C{;fi
= AA 1y ‘Bj;?’ aurs A -
_*NURKIN) = SUMMARY.
\! o ."-R-E A
"1 Laoma OWENS "ENT

ER JEFFERSON-

CHECK "IN DEPTK -

ALL BANK RECORDS, BOXES, wILL BE MADE ToOig

INCLDUING SAFETY pEPosyT

RE EX CONS ¢

- TOoDAY ADUISED HE AND au P VISITED A
<SERSER LAST NIGHT. ALLEGED sssmsemam1 o) p OF FBI INTERVIEW,
R AN D Gy

BOTH
GAINED DEFINITE IMPRESSION =SNG 1 AD HARBORED
RAY AFTER ESCAPE, THo
RE <Srimiemppas .

S 1D NoT ADMIT TQ SucH 1

N SO MANY WoRDS,
3R RRINTERVIEVED EXHAUSTIVELy,
RE DEEP

o

AGA
SOUTH BANK® ALLEGEDLY RoBRED
JUNE Jury SIXTQSEUEN, ON GROUND wap
: MORE DAYS TO DETERMINE If SomEoNE FisE AVARE OF sane,

) BE FINGERED AS SOURCE, INSISTED SAW A

0* - . - .
DECLINED 1O FURNISH SPECIFIC INFO

BY UN-NAMED MAN AND RAY, TED FEW

SO0 HE WILL wnoT

CCOUNT OF ROBBERY IN OHICAGO
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~ RESIDENCE HE STATED IF HE Was,

)

PAGE Two

SL 44-775

TRIBUNE, BUT Now PLACES TIME as MUCH AS MONTH FOLLOWING HIS RELEASE -

JUNE TWENTY THIRD. NOTE cg CHECK oF TRIBUNE WAS To END JULY SIxTY-

SEVEN. | PLACES VISIT OF yn-
ARTICLE,

NAMED MAN FEw DAYS OR WEEKS AFTER TRIBUNE

NOW CLAINM® MAN ToLD Hn ON FIRST VISIT

RAY Was ACCOMPLICE, L
PLACES SECOND vis

IT UITHIN THREE OR FouR WEEXS OF FIRST, INSTEAD oF

SIX WEEKS AGO, AS ORIGINALLY STATED.  now says MAN JUST CAME FoR

CUP OF COFFEE, SECOND VISIT, AND THAT RaY oR Two HUNDRED FIFTY

DOLLAR Loawn MADE ON PREVIOUS VISIT NOT MENTIONED, WHEN CONFRONTED

“ITH DISCREPANCIES STATED “AS 1°vE ToLp YOU, mY BRAIN .DON'T woRk

RIGHT™. STATED man musT HAVE.OBT&INEDQQQQQES ADDRESS FRoM RAY AND
RAY ¢nsiigiine =

2 Lk NOW SAYS STATE LINE RIvER WAS
SISSIPPI AND CITY WHERE BANK ROBBED ON EAST SIDF of RIVER,

TOLD OF VISIT Ay SN 4o 4 KNOUS AS el

ANOTHER MAN LAST NIGHT.  salD &

MIs

S8:8 ASKED FOR FOOD MONEY,
S8 GAVE HIM THREE OR FOUR DOLLARS,  THEY TALKED OF RAY BEING

RED HOT NOW AND BOTH MEN LEFT. ¢

G

89 EMPHATICALLY DENIED HARBORING RAY,
SINCE ESCAPE.  WHEN ADVISED of REPORT RECEIVED
. .

-

OR XNOWING WHEREABOUTS
RAY SEEN NEAR WIS

HE NEVER CAME INSIDE OR CONTACTED
HIM IN ANY WAY. '
rJ

@@ CLOSED As ¢

HARBORER.

PP UNRELIABLE.,  pEIng CONSIDERER “POSSIBLE
[ ] o .
.

»

END PAGE Two =




PAGE THREE

SL 44-77s

V4

RE CAROL PEPPER sysTEp,
CAROL PEPPER pp>
0

INTERVIEWED Topay,
| .- BY OR kngyw

SPECIFICALLY pEnIED CONTACT
LEDGE oF RAY WHEREABOUT SINCE ES

CAPE, OTHER THAN wHaT READ
IN PAPERS AFTER START OF THIS Cask,

SAYS -BROTHER JERRY 1s ONLY

CE ESCAPE, amD 15 g
WHOSE PRESENT mnxLING.AonﬂzssﬂﬁowN TO Ray.
2 -

 BARELY MAKING ESPENSES AND May n

MEMBER oOF FAMILY’WHO HAS NOT MOVED SIN NLY ONE .

SAYS GRAfEV{yE TAVERN

OT_CONTINUE.

RE JOHN LARRY RAY," BROTHER,

&

JOHN Ray ONLY PERSON OPERATING GR

APEVINE TAVERN TODAY AND
COULD NOT BRE In

TERUIENED'BECAUSE OF CUSTOMERS,
RE JERRY RAYNES, FATHER, -

LS
END v ) | ) | %
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FPT WASH DC

FPT ST Louls

632PM URGPNT 6-1-57 JLS

T0.DIR
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RE JFERRY_RAYNFS,

TOR AND MFMPHIS

,fl SUMMARY

e ; o ]
E__J’/#/,s’/;- // o i __'!
|

CARCK“PEPPER, JNHN LARRY_PAY.

SOURCFS AND ?PﬂT CHECKS DISCLNSFED NO SIGMIFICANT ACTIVITY.,

NO PERTINMNENMT DEVELOQPMENTS OTHER PHASFS OF INVESTIGATION TnbDAY.

SURJFCT ARMFD AMD PANAFROUS.
END
GFH
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PLAINTIXT
1 - :
TELE TYDE URGENT Mr. McDonough
. <
[y - . i
TO: sAC, $TIULOUIS (44_775) ‘ -
FROM: DIRECTOR, ram"&4—aaasl) wrs A RG] : “
MURKIN ° : ¢ .
® ' . - = = |} ‘k
REURLET APRIL TAIRTY. LAGT,” :
YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO OBTAINE
® INDICATED
ANMED AND DANGEROUS, AIR MAIL TO MENPIIIS, : -
fEDERAL PUREAU NF P fon ! i
X0 1ol b el Sl i P uli ] s
L LOMN CTHO N
. e LlPJlL’S'“’OW_I.Lir:lalcnlmism 1 i & u 3 =
s i 1}10@ -w/-/z" T2, ] --‘:I A /i
h EJN:cs A i 5 Y
RO IS TELETYPZ) - poo 4 e dd -
. NOTE: fn'counoction with investigaﬁlon boing conducted bv

Ef St. Louis, that office requests outhority to obtain
T/ information on <RSI RemesessmN R

il

n 2 ; s st 22 T e ey, POI" tal:evll]_{}
'had b(en dfhaiibvd na cloau ﬂqsogxatc of subject Ray and allege dly
hid Ray out ag§ time he escnped from Mibsoupx State Penitentialy
;1n Aprii 19G7.
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Memorandum — —— Bi=

- | —
3 . .- Gulee
Mr, DcLoaénD _ batr. May 9, 1968 J 2 o e

Sullowan — o

Tovel o
A, RU(b/‘/ ! - Mr. DeLoach e,
/%ﬁ_‘ . 1 - Mr, Rosen iy
S 1- Mr, Malley . .
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan ’J’"‘?{/,] -
- b 5 1 - Mr. Iaollg L-’I

' " 1 - Mr. Conrad 1 - Mr, Gale
PURPOSE: To recommend the installation of a technical surveillance
(TESURY on the telephones of Albert and Carol Pepper, St. Louis, : rD ;\{
Missouri, and the telephone listed to the Grapevine Tavern in St, Louis, ~* ' h
Missouri, owned by Carol Pepper, subjeet's sister, 5
John Larry Ray, subject's brother, and the installation of a microphone ~ {f}J
surveillance al (1@ residences.of Carol Pepper, and John Larry Ray, _l,/

and operated by

and at the Graf)cvine Tavern. These installations could assist in the
early apprehension of the Subject, which could POssibly be instrumenta]

in reducing the stresses and tension placed on our national security
subsequent to the death of'Martin Luther King, Jr,

BACKGROUND: We are presently conducting exhaustive and extensive
Investigation to determine the present whereabouts of the subject James

Earl Ray, who is one of the TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES. Although

many hundreds of interviews have been conducted and leads Lun out, we

have not been Able to locate the Subject nor have we located any person e
who can- furnish us any information as to the subject's present whereabouts. o
It has been determined that Carol Pepper, the sister of the subject, and
JQ.MLR@, the brother of the Subject;are the closest relatives to

him, Carol is murried to AlDart Pepper and they reside at 2025 Belleview,

St. Louis, Missouri, telephone number 645-2948, John Larry Ray resides

at 1900 A Chefokee, St. Louis, Missouri, no telephone listed, Carol

presently owns the Grapevine STfavern, 1982 Arsenal, St. Louis, Missouri,
telephone number PR 6-9417. This tavern is Operated by John Larry Ray,

John Larry Ray has txpregsed a cooperative attitude; however,

it is fe ¢ is not giving us complete and ‘ccurate information. Carol .
epper refuses to submit to interview and 15 1ot cooperative. It is felt that

if the subject telephones or personally contacts any of the relatives, it will

most likely be Carol Pepper or brother John Larry Ray, & /)é)[’

Enclosure e 7~ &= ‘/3 <& REG | ‘ S
REL:L‘l‘gemf}, Q‘L CONTINUED - QVER

- o
11 MAY 22 1968 (\R&S‘v‘
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Mcmur-:m‘t!un'. to Mr. DcLoach
RE: MURKIN

RECOMMENDATION: That a2 technieal surveillanee be vastalled on the
telephones of Albert and Carol Pepper and the Grapevin  lavern and a
microphone surveillance be Installed at the residences Albert and
Carol Pepper and John Larry Ray and at the Grapevin. iavern,

LY
Attached for approval is a memorandum to the Attorney General ..
requesting authority for this coverage, A Ak i
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R UNITED STATES L;(‘.;\'ERNMENT E xwp r 2/ ,r:"
\ Memorab.dum

TO H Mro MO}ZLZ‘ DATE: May 10, 1968

FROM J. J. Ca.spe y /v E:'—
e i
SUBJECT - MURKIN
/

As shown in attached memorandum of May 9, 1368, from Mr.
Rosen to Mr. Deloach, consideration is given to microphone installations on o
certain properties of Albert and Catol Pepper. The broposal raises a Question < -
concerning the legality of any action taken against the subject of this case on the
basis of information obtained from the microphones. . :

q

" We believe these microphones can be installed and used withoyt
’ Prejudicing the case gainst the subject. In a Very recent decision of the United
States District Court for the Southern District of New York, a listening device

5 to him, Granello. It was not contended that any lnformatiqn obtained from the

premises, the monitor was not illegal as to him and he could not obtain a new

decision in the Supreme Couxt. ReC 1T %%_EJ‘C/FJ/T?? (7—5

Ein_c ur
% - }It%r. geLoaé:h oL " 31 MAY 22 W88
- Mr. Conra S 2,
- Mr. alﬁen . __::‘,:..X(SL, Cr— e
- Mr. Malle s _ ,
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Memorandum J. J, Casper to Mr. Mohr
RE: MARKIN

The worst that could happen .in either of the above circumstances,
however, - assuming that we follow the precautionary measures listed below -
is that we illegally learn where the subject is located and thus are able to arrest
him on that knowledge. The rule that comes into play here, established in the
last century by the Supreme Court in Ker v, Nlinois, 30 U.S. 347 (1886), is that
a0 illegal arrest is no bar to prosecubion. Wong Sun v. U,S., 371 U.S. 471 (1963);
U.S. v. Hoffman, 385 F2d 501 (1967); Keegan v. U.S., 385 F2d 260 (1967). A g
person may be arrested unlawfully and actually Kidnapped into the court having )
jurisdiction of the criminal case, yet the court still retains jurisdiction to try :
the person for the offense. The court would not allow the prosecution to use
as evidence any information obtained through the illegal surveillance but the
illegal surveillance would not taint the use of any other evidence obtained either
before or after and which was gotten in a legal manner. Nor, to repeat, would
the illegality of the arrest alone, resulting from whereabouts disclosed by unlawful
surveillance, prevent the court from trying the subject for the offense.

If the action being considered is taken, we strongly suggest three
precautionary measures, as follows: '

v (1) That all recordings be preserved intact. It may be necessary

‘to disclose some of them to the court or even to the defense.

(2) That no use be made of any information obtained against
anyone whatsoever or in any way whatsoever except for the single purpose of
locating the subject in this case. As we well know by this time, evidence of
the offense obtained in thi's manner is not admissible. It would oot be admissible
against the subject and it would not be admissible against the Peppers on a charge
of harboring.

. / (3) Be aware that since this search and seizure is unconstitutional
as to the Peppers, they have at least a theoretical cause of action for damages
against those who installed the devices by trespass. Here again, however, if
nothing learned by this surveillance is used against the Peppers in any way, their
cause of action is diminished to the lowest possible degree, becoming that for a
technical violation only rather than one of substantial harm to them. Moreover,
in any such case the government of the United States should surely be willing to

pick up the tab for any judgment had against thoge who installed the microphones.

RECOMMENDATION W v,
_ For information. @
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The Attorney General JUNE May 13, 1958

) . . 1 - Mr. DeLoach
Direc.tor, FII . . 1 - Mr. Rusen

: ’ 1 - Mr, McGawan

ASSASSINATION OF IIARTIN LUTHLR KING, JR. 1-Mr. Long .
James Ear] Ray has been identifieqd as the subject in the . A
case involving the mmurder of nartin Luther iling, Jr.

Extensive fnvestiyation has heen conducted, and no

‘ nformation
has been develoned indieatin r his vresent whereabouts, In order to

Possibly assist in locating and aporchendings the subject, it would pe
of extreme valu? to know If the subject has ninde any contact, either
personal or hy telephone, with hig sister, Cacol Pepper; as weli as N 3
, his brother, John Larry Ray, - _ . p‘oz}’tﬁ"{
-6 8 o
i X the e In view of the abo
[$aiy 2ag 202
PR

ve, it is requested that ¥cu authorize

installation of 3 tecknical surveillance at tue residence of Corol

Pepper and at the Grapevine Tavaern, owned Ly Carol Pepper and

opgrated by John Larry Ruay, 5 i, also Frquestea that you suthorize

- Installarion of miicrophone suvrvelllanceso, the residencesot Caro)
Pepper A¢hn farry Ray, as well ag the Grapcvine Tavern,

[ .
These installations could assiat iy ¢

a¢ early apprehencion A
of the subject, which couvld possibly be insteaceental in reuucing the :

. stresses and tension placed on our naticput security subsecuont to < /\‘A\
. the death of Martin Luther King, Jr,
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