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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SUBJECT: 
MURKIN 

Submitted herewith for the Bureau's information are two copies of an Order issued by Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE, Memphis, Tenn., relative to seating accommodations in the courtroom in anticipation of forthcoming trial. 

Facias," 
Also submitted are two copies of an "Order on Scire issued by Judge BATTLE. 

there are 
In addition to the above Orders issued by Judge BATTLE, enclosed two copies each of the following: 

Letter prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY to his brother JERRY, dated October 14, 1968. 

Letter dated October 9, 1968, addressed to subject by his brother, JERRY RAY, St. Louis, Mo. 

- letter dated October 14, 1968 from subject to Attorney ARTHUR HANES. 
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STATE OY TENNE=E, 

5 
V S . 	

NOS: 16345 Laid 16819 
5 JAML:S EARL RAY, Alias ERIC . 	5 

STT:'.RVc (ALT, Alias J 	W ILLARD, § 
Alias :14RVEY 	§ 

canER ON SCIKE  

This cause came on to be heard on a verified pe:;_tion for 

ciration for eotempt of Arthur J. Haneu, Sr., Renfro T. iLz.ys, Roy 

hamiltt:a and CL.Irles Edmundson, heretofore filed by ce Court-.  

appointed amid curiae; personllservice of sc.id petion upail LLI 

four named respondents; scare iacias issued by this Co.ur (.:derin3 

said respondents .to show cause why they :!..oalc, not tie holt. in ccn- 

tempt of previous orders of this Court; the s%:0;:tt 	u: L.10 

rcapondcw: Renfro T. Hays; the hearin3 in opcn court. kda thy. 

day of Septeml)er, 1968 and on 1.14 30Lh city 02 Sc)t 	1)68, 

ra.:ch time swor,1 testimony was i.dduced by 	 , ad th:t 

respondents; tLe argua.ent of counsel for all parties Lhe 

in t1'.e cause, aad upon the entire record in this Celt:.: _ , 	all of 
Er 

which it appears- to the Court: 

Mat the re:.pondents 	 lianes,.SF.,,Renf:o I. ..E s, 

Roy 14;mliton and Charles Edmondson, each, arc guilty oZ 

as found by this Court in its oldnion which'ha.been 	 Chia 

cause, and wnic:1 the Court. incorporates by Tett:ranee la this ordo: 

th, samo t.s if copied herein ve..-betim; and 

The Court beinf:, uttdcided at this time as to whn leLion 

rF 

I 	r• 



1 

ILLAR 	§ Alias KARVEY 	
5 

CIDER ON SCI, 'I'.S  
This cause came on to be heard on a verified pe:;.tion or  citation for contempt of Arthuv J. Hine, Sr., Rohl:1:o T. 	ys, R Hamiltun and Charles Edmundson, heretofore flied by t.-.e Conrt appointed amici curiae; personll service of s:.id petltion upon four nained respondents; scire facias issued by this Cr c.:1.10r4 said rospondents to show cause why thcy shoal6 not be hal.. in cen tempt of previous orders of th;s Court; the 	

u: the reLpond,n'.: Renfro T. Rays; the hearin2, in opcn court ua th, 27t!, day of S,:ptem!)er, nC8 and on t%e 30th d:y c: 

r 
which t;„,e. sworn testimony was ..dduced by the petiti,ler.; ad tha respondents; t!.. ar6ull.ent of counsel for all r,artlet.: the in the cause, and upon the entire record in thit. Cralb 	fru.. 	9: which it appears to the court: 

htt the ret.pondents 	J. Nanes, Sr., Rif;o T. .t$, Roy II 	ion and Charles Edmond,on, each, are 	of cc;:-e* as found by this Court in its ...pinion which ha been 	n il:ed i' 43'  

• 

cause, and which the Court.incorporz.tcs by reZcren4.:e la this ordP: th, szlnle 	if copied herein verbatim; and 
Th Court beinz.. unk!..cided at this time as to whai Ccr:rL' shou:d take by way of puuishmonL' on accoual. of - 	 boi.. desirous of zivinG the matt: furthr 
IT IS HZREBY CaDERED, ADJUDGED 	 .;1.at: 	r:.:11..erbe., enr1 the same is hereby, reserved by this Cour.: for furtacr 	cI 

vhis Court. 
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IT IS FUZiVER CnDEZED, ADJUDCM J.Z0 ,.;f!K=, that t:.,1 mot:ions 

of the respondelv.:s Roy Hamilton and Charles Edmundson, made by and 

through their attonleys, the Honorable Armistead Clay and the 

Konorable Ezra Z. Bryan, at the conclusion of, the Court's opinion, 

to reconsider the Court's action and, in the alcernqtive, to fix 

punishment, are hereby denied. 

To all of which the respondents respectfully exce2t. 

/ 11ka-ft 4717777-  
JUDGE 

te /J6.41. 
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STATE 02 Cr—r!.3SZE 

VS. 
ti 1,7)645 Kurdyr First Decree 

9 
NO. 16819 .Carrying. Dangerous Weapon 

JAX;IS EARL RAY 	 ) 

Alias E.-le Starvo GaIt, 
Alias John Willard, 

 

Alf.as 	rvey Low:r.eyr, 	i 

Alfas 1.:arvy :4oWmver.  4 

0 R D a  

Az„tendance in the Courtroom will be limited to'the 

seatin:, accoodations or the Courtryoa, except insofar 	the 

Court snail order. 

Tne nortn porLion of the Courtro= behind the rail.; 

consisting o seats numbered  t 	tLrouzh  4(.2 	
be ro4erveA. 

s., 

for accredited ropresentatives of trne news media who.will te. 

aomit'yed to the Courtroom only upon presentation of Credential" 

issued by 	Court. The south portion 
of the bacl,:, of the 

Co.:rtroom b.:hind the rails consittin of a9etc, nuz4bred 
	 

tnrou„:.. .11 	 will be available to mmbero of the public for 

each seao-on of the Court in order of their appearance except 
for 

seats for family and/or friends of the de:andant, and 

	

seatJ.:or fami 	and/or friends of 
'the .leceased. 

Seat: assignments for representatives of news Media 

shall 5e 	follows: 

Scat No. 	Associate' rvo.o; Representative 

U. P. I. Repre:o.lata'.1v. 

3. 
:.ssosited Ne;:. Pr,st Representative 

National N. B. Z: C.V. 	
Radlo Reprosent...tivy 

N:.-.:Acr..1.1 C. B. S. 
C.V. and ;dad' e aepresenta;ive 

6. 
N..ktIonal A. B. C. C.V. and Radio Representative 

7. CoLT.ercial Appc,
11 Representative 

• C. press-Seimitar Representative 

9. Tri-State Defener ReprOISCIAtativ0 



12. 74emphinWRECT.V. Representative 

13. %emphisWEBQT.V. F:epresentative 

14.Xemp!,is 	 Representai.ive 

Z5. Memphis W.D.I.A. -Representative 

1G. The New York Times and News Service Representative 

17. Los Angelec Times a;.d News Service Representative 

AV. Ciacago Daily News Wire !:e.'vicc Aepresentative 

19. St. Louis Post Dispatch R,,prcnt seative , i   

23. The Nashville Banner Representative 

21. The Nashville Tennesseean Representative 

22. Washington Daily News-Scrippz Eoward News Represntative 

23. Wall Street Journal (National Observer) Reprerentativa 

24. The Birmingham News Representative 

25. Atlant.a Constitution Representative 

2G. This seat to be shared by followin7, naLea four (4) 
London newspapers on a revolving basis to be 
worked out among t::emselves,and plan to be 
approved by the Court: 
(a) The London Daily Mirror Representative 
(S) The Daily Tel 	and ?orning Post RepresentAti 
(e) The Daily Mail Representative 
(d) The London Daily Exprosa Representative 

27. rluutors Representative 

23. Deutsche Press-Acentur Representative 

Zp. Toronto Telegram Ropr,sentative 

30. .F1.ench News Asency Representatve 

31. This scAt 0-," be shared by Life-Time-Fortune mai-azines 

on a 	ing Sart:, to be workad out &mong 
the-s:Ncs, and pisn to bar c.,proved by the Court. 

Newswee;: Reprvntativ 

3a. Alarpers Representative 

34. Saturday Evening Post Representative 

35. Gerold Frank, Doubled::;' c.nd Co..-apc.ny 

7:;6. George Melillan, Little brown sod Gomp4ny 

37. W.S.G.:!., Bilmincham 

38. Clay D. BlLir, bantam books 

39. Revolving Seats 

It n _ 
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Date: 

41. 	:levolvi[; 

..Judzo. DIvIsion III 	' • ! 

Crtmlnia Court, Shei.Caunty, Tonna 
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