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: : Thdm is the investigation into the assassination of fﬂ_/\"'*
Martin Luther King, J2,_ . . ... -

AL e g -

. ; T R T T T v e ol
I g R ETIAD TR IR I R g e, B gl e e m’«:ﬁ
/2&. - - Desed wpou atops placed Ly Ne and Yardas a result of =
v.  information furnished by the FBI, James Far was arrested at the
Loadon Mternationai Alrport, London, England, today, 6/8/68, at !
11:35 & =, Tondom time (8:15{:. m, Washingtom, D, C,, time),
spf p : _
e Ray was travpling under 2 Canadian passport Issued in the /4'
mame of Ramon Ceorge Sneyd. At the time of his arrest he had two
: e - Camadina passports under thls name. One had been issued at Ottawa om
; 4/24/@8 and the other had been lssued by the Canadian Embassy at
e Lishor, Portugal, oa 5/18/88, Ray obtiined a second passport by
- elaiming that his original passport had been destroyed, - e

- . Ray 2t the time of the arrest was carrying w his hip pocket )
2 fully loaded revolver. He is being detained by English authorities for ~ -
carrying a concealed weapon and for entering the country with illegal )
e documentation (the passport), Ray is to be arraigned In court in London
5 on Mondey, €/10/98, at 13:30 2. m. London time, Ray cannot be

; Interviewed by FBI personnel before his arralignment. Subsequent to
; the arraignment he can be interviewed only ¥ he consents to submitting
? ' to such an interview, ;

-

The Legal Attache in London has advised that Ray’s identity has
been confirmed through ¢! serprint GNP | O 17 1/
Wk i m““ 2 _..\-ILL -qul-/*')/-p "'
i x The White Hou.;e, the Departoient of State, Secret Service 4nd . .
officials of the Department of Justice were approprial@y-AWEAL6S the

apprehension of Ray, Also, Public Salety Director, Frank Holloman,
of Memphis, Tennessee, was personally informed tha 1ay had bEen*

r ?’\s\jiﬂu 3 )

| ‘.' ;‘- _- ] ":

& Enclosurey pERS WL ]
i B - e Walhl st i

;9.u 'CLm#en'!'u) CONTINUED - OVER




'q;#“'i':""“ v ’z”ﬁncﬂmnecomﬁvhm issu«fnmtiomiprm release _"*’

1
'\'w -t

- Rebagry | Nnglo i, ﬂm wn.,,Mﬂer Cmnd'.lmwmed Pblico‘

i Lintdag Ofiicey Panirs vrrd adviseds & wid golbted ot to the Departine
8 ®ate and offictals of L Deparfment that extradition proceedings.

“I woul fave %0 Be tnftla"s@ B I8 o undersfanding that the Unlawful = ‘”“’“f'"
. Piightt fo Avoid Confinemert cRarge as weil as the Clivil Rights -

) charge nre not extraditalile offensed. 7% murder charge which is “&
outstanding agn.nst Ray based on the {ndictment in Tennessee is an

avenue for amndltlon. . . _ calld
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om fiie cars st 11:3 2, o, , after R had been cleared with both the Deputy = =™
Attorney General and with ClHY Sessions, the Department of Justice : )
Information Officer, Prior to that the release had been read to and ' .”
approved by the Legat in London and the SACs at Atlanta, Memphis and
Birmmngham, The latter SACs were advised it could be releued to the
local press at 11:55 a, m. Extremely wide press coverage has been gives
to the preas release, both on radlo, television and in newspapers. Al.‘tached
inamwotthaprmrelemaawel!mthtstoquitappearedmm .
6/9/68 issue of the Washington “"Evening Star,* o
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- .3 You will be kept advised of pertinent developments in this Sl

matter,
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. 6 v 5 the greatest news ba had ever heard. Ba next west into a ln-(‘”:"m-‘é-“_
i —— soag and dance on the absolute necessity of securily and (e avoidance o=
\..:D evasion of civil rights of the subject, James Earl Ray. The Attorney A mman
Gemeral asked me questions concerning Me quality of cur Agent personnel ~*':x
Wv- "Bz adoa and T lold Mm we Rad abeclu’r 7aith and confidencs th Dhese N2y
.. olberwise we would not have assigned them there. e siated he thought we _ . :-
should send additional men to London to assist in this case. I told ki =
I thought this was both foolish and unnecessary. He asked me about i e
Legal Attache Minnich’s background and I provided this information for R
hime, He asked me if the FBI had 2 representative in the same cell block o
with the subject. I told Mm we did not 3nd that furthermore, inasmuchas !
this man was under British custody, we could not even talk to the prisoner [
unless he, the prisoner, agreed to Interrogatiom. The Attorney General R
ashed if we had a man next to the cell block, Itold him we did not and tha8 . !
he must rea’ize that this man was under British custody and, therefore,
not the responsibility of American authorities. The Attorney General
stated he would feel better if he knew the exact provisions under which
security the priscner was being maintained. I made r> comment, S

The Attorney Gemeral asked me if I thought it was necessary to 5
sond a Departmental representative to London. I told him I thought this - -
was completely unnecessary if the representative would be going for the e
L3 purpose of attempting to look into FBI activitles. The Attorney General

' stated this representative would be going for the purpuse of expediting

" legal acffivities im connection with the extradition of the subject. He added

that the Departmental representative would also check with the Britiah

p—_ authorities to make certain there was ample security. Furthermore, to
aj make certain that the prisoner’s civil rights were belng protected. _—

) .~ The Attorney General asked me whomr I thought should be responsible
for bringing the prisoner back to the United States. I told him I previously

vk ) discussed this with the Director and that the Director was agreeable to the

FBI escorting the prisoner back to the United States. He asked how many

men would do this, Itold Mim we would utilize three very capable men. He

stated he thought we needed more. Itola him I disagreed and that three men-

. : -3- CONT. VED - OVER
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o st down with me within the next several days and completely go over
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_ The Attorney General next turned %o the Deputy Attorney General g
aad saked Mm !f he thought a Departmental representative should be seat Sox
to England. The Deputy Attorney General replied, "Without cestiom, ™ e
The Attorney General next acired the entire group whom they thought should”

or Pollack. Therr was no comment, The Attorney General then stated —
that Vineon should go and should leave tonight, June 8, 1968, He acked = = 3%
thad Vimeom be ; "aced in touch with cur Legal Aftache. I told the R adree
Alttorney General that sending Vinson was his own business, however, I -
would Hke to make absolutely certain that , insom did nothing to upset the =

thet-Vinson under no circumstances should attempt to push Scotland Yard - x

several Bureau of Prisons officlals g0 to Memphis early Monday,

June 10, 1968, for the purpose of taking a look at the county Jail in Memphis
80 that proper 8ecurity could de afforded the prisoner once he was turned
over to the state authorities, (This, of course, 1s none of the Attorney
General’s business inasmuch as once the prisoner is turned over to the
state be is strictly the state's responsibility, )

Upon leaving, the Attorney Gener:! told me that he would like
this case. 1 told him that we had already provided him with reports ln the
matter and that these repor.s, plue the preas release of today, covered all

necessary detalls. He made no comment other than to commend the FB
once again and to say that hard work paid off, .
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4"'.‘."""._ M!nnq Gmral Rzmsey cmrk todu announced that "
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J’anu Eart Ray, an omapad emvfct Bein;:’:MﬂEIl connection with "’“""."‘f :

2 Lwﬁég,fﬂooﬂxof% Rmmng Martfa Luther King, Jv., t»

At AR
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= Hh!ipa:lx,'rmauo,ouhprn mmunbnuamm
” FBE Director Joha Edgar Hoover said that Ray, who
Mmmnmcﬁtmmammm:ﬂhs, was detained
hm-uw«wruauul.u.m.,mum,mu ¢
lnornh‘. Rlymtrnvelm(underthtnmcostaamﬂ(}eorgn&eyd
lﬂﬁdmcmmspomhuntmmamhupoaum One
".I“__mtmmumedatouanon‘&prﬂu 1968 zndt.hcother
'-mbn-ummu 16, 1968, at Lisbon, Portugal, hythoCmdia.n
‘mmﬂmuty. Mr, Hoovuadﬂsadthntnaymlocazedbaud
oa ln.fnrmation furnished by the FBI to New Scotland Ya. & At the time

almdltmﬁan, Ray was passing through Br'tish immigration offices
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ﬁaund !n hta h:ln mcmt R; v;_a wearmg gluqeg mL...-’-
_ i~ auweoxmc}éﬁum N sports mmwm, truuu
- mmm . Déwactor Kocm.x adv"..md b mx'- anest was tt direct _

ire #'w*:’q ;A\...u *-,..t f r‘ f* - *.... LT ~r~th—u

-mﬂh o ﬁg yor yurl‘ued’ San ficey mm-@_ =
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s unnum Cnnuk, Mexico, Porb;n? ﬁlglandmdother countries. '___; .---
q:m H ﬂ‘l't!r.:ula.r H’P Howu slgna]e(! out the cutstanding cooperatiou g ?'
r;li ‘; Md h’um the Rnnl Lamd!m Mounted Police and from England’'s 5;
ik Hi'koﬂmd Yard | | o g -

" ity ¥Ed Dtrector Hoover pointed out that Ray was detaine; = i *"
_ England based on his use of fraudulent documentation--2 passport--and ..
also oa the fac* e was carrying a concealed weapon. A 1st degree murder - ‘?‘.‘ :
" Indiétrent was returned by the Shelby County Grand Jury tn Memphis, - ”{5
Temmesses, oo May 7, 1948, charging Ray and necessary extradition - )

procnd:nn will be initiated shortly.
) | According to Me. IToover, Ray was addod to the FDIs 1ist
¢+ * & "Tem Most Wanted Fugitives™ om Apri1 20, 1968 - o ... . ...
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'; -1:#";,-;;“ M. I Aprl, 1967, homrcggrtedmudngﬁ-om;m,m.pqr_ o iabe
i m’r“‘“m”ﬂ. 1967, dased on Intbrmtiou !ncncatingnxynz““t‘ﬁ"i
57" fled from Missourt, an FBI complaint was flled at Jeffersom City - = ~ -

o mmmmﬂmmmmmwmmmrm«mbm.
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s - OnApril 17, 1968, the FBI fNed 3 complatnt at

oo S
'; . Birmincham Alabama, charging him, mmmcamm "
L =« "‘-. 5 ol
1 o = Gak,vlthaompiringtoﬂohtcthochﬂrlmsotbr mnghviahﬂol e
{j- L, et THe 13, Sectlon 241, of the United Rates Cods., )
F] T !
T «r L . ThisFBIcomplaJnt charges thats . :

B o, M e s "Oa or about, March 29, 1963, ammxngnm, o rormonareat
& L.

ii e et Ahbum, Er!cShmGaItmdmindiﬂdmlvhon :
| he alleged to be his brother, entered into a conspiracy” o

: . :

’,f which continued until om or about April 5, 1968, tg |

" s el iajurl, oppress, t_t-nrutan, or intimidate Martin _

; . - . Luther King, Jr.,...inthctéao exercise or enjoy- _ 0.

L L ] . ;3 : 2
s ; m e R - 'meat of a right secured to him by the Constitution or _
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. ‘" " Dr. Ning was staying, Mr. Hoover said FEI Agents determined that ,' 'ﬂ.'_";“'

the rifle bad been purchased on March 30, 1968, from a gun dealer ¥ ;‘7;5

: ' & hmmmmmmmmmﬂuw.m&om
I . Lo e CEL A 'o'.mnu-, 1968, Mr. Hoover amcunced thata = < .
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I: - : located in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1968, As Eric Gait™g ‘S
IE . had purchased the Mustang from a privats citizen m'mamgm"‘_T "--'"'-"'f"':l‘.
| on August 30, 1967, From that date until it was abandoned {n early * ity e

R . April, 1968, the car was driven more than 19,000 miles, .
IEEE T Mr. Hoover sald that the fugitive’ s travels in the Mustang * -
g ' included trips to Los Angeles, New Orleans, Birmingham \«Iemphls ' |
| li - - " and Atlanta, 2s well a5 to Mexico. He visited Mexico in October
_} Ji and November, 1967. He made a tx-ip to Canada earlier in 19 67 befora ’
, P purchasig the Mustang. . % t
, ’ g7 . According to the FBI Da.rector while {n Montreal, ;’ - '
1 ;. * * Canada, in the Summer of 1967, Ray eiroliedas Eric Galt for a *»
. correspondence coursg in locksmithing of!ered by a schaol in New Jersey.
‘ " He also took a course in bartending in Los Angeles early this year, J
1K ", " graduating on March %, 1962, In addition, he also'took dance lessons _
_; ?..-‘._ ; in Lan¢ Beach California, from December 1967, to February, 1968, =
@ o ) Mr. Hoover said that z summary of the FBI's investi-
P - gation fn this case, together with the findings of the FBI Labomtory
‘ % . ' | and the results of Imgerprint examinations by the Idantiﬁcation Division, L e
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Suspect Is Captured
In Slaying of King

Cestinged From Page Al He had comiio Ty
I rights warvasts culmtanding]its of lving i sme o 2
R ecenrs houses and Irequenting bars dur-
eecordingiloi

%, Ray refused lo|a%ents learned. The p Suit of

gf=

mit his

"8 (tang was located In Atlants, Ga.,|

Rl was not entil the white Mus-

parted pear the slale capital
building, em April 11, that the
name of Gak entered the investl-
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trom the day in Aprul|,

2.8 -hearts letter.

mn(w.hwm
Ma!ﬂelcuhum
tered 28 the Rebel Mote] im
Memphis the night befors King's
murder but had oot been abls to
connect him with the crims,

Registratioa of the car In Ala-
bama gave lavestigators the
name of Gall but a week went
by belore the FBI determined
that this, los, was a (alsq identi-

ly.

The FBI m 2 maa
using lha pame Galt had Lraw-
eled la Canada, Mexico, the Los
Angeles area and New Orleans
Seplember, 1987 ontil early
April, 1988, FBI agents located
pbolographs of “Calt” af a bar-
tending school is Los Angeles, ia
possession of a Mexican prosti-
s .» Puerte Vallarta, and at
the home of a Los Angeles girl
te whom the suspect had wrillea

But B was not umtil Apeil 19
that the FBI determined that the
fugilive's real name wes James
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