Attprney General Janet Reno Harold Weisberg
The Department of Justice 7!'?!2!7:1 Or!dkﬁmi\g:[, &fﬁ
Washington, DC 20530 4 ;9?9'8 _

Dear General Rend,

Yesterday I wes 85 and tpday I feol much older than that. I hope you and those
who st_:_re\x){; your mail can understand that when I have accumulated a.lltha'sa‘ybarsl
I can write you without expectation of any personal advantage, aud I ‘Beek-none.

te

I am a writer but I have no books in the stires and none ready for any ﬁuﬁ_lfial;'ay..
1 havex also been an investigafor, for the ‘nited States Senate ani for James'
Earl Ray. What igpels me to write you =x is based on what * learned in nadi@f
many dozens, if not hundreds, of résponses to letters to attorneys general written
by those who had no personal knowledge and wrote in accord with a policy that had
been fixed for them. | . i

(Please excuse my typ‘.;né. 1t cannot be any better.) SR

It will be a relatively siple natter for the FBI %o ptovide you or some of
Yyour lawyers with disproof of some of the recent allegations mdde on hh@alf of
Ray, including Ahose given you by M¥s. Coretta king, And it will be aimthar
great national tragedy if tids happens, It will also cause more d:l.si:!.iuaionment
with government. Within my not inconsiderable experience popular dissatisfaction
with the official explanatipgns of our political assassinations has been and Temains
a grfat cause of disillusionment and dissatisfaction, £ T S,

Those seeking a trial for Ray, who never had one, face & special situation
that makes special demands on them and eliminates much that under other circumstan-
ces they could use, You know the law and I do not, but it is my underdtanding they
cznnot use what has been used, Tﬁe cou.rg@ will not accept that, not as the basis
of granting Ray a trial, Howeverd, this does not mean that those with an interest
in justice, in learning the trith, need ignore what has been forgotten and has not
been presented to you by the widow King and those who were with her.

I conducted the. investigation for the successful habeas corpus petition after
that which had been done by Ray's kawyers had failed, I then cbnducted the inveggti-
gation for the two we of evidentiary hearing in federal distriet court in Memphis,
I located and prepa:jze witnesses and, as the transcripts of those hearings leave
without any real question, they stacked. They all, every (ine of them, survived
cross-examination some of which was vigorous and some of which indicates that
my motel room was buggeds If the Department does not have those transecripts, I do.

a result of the case we Put on, and I a.m sure you are avware that when we
hopg},:':r a tri?al we could not put on all of which we knew, when the judge wrote
the preordained decigion, the only one he could write and hope to survive in that




cuﬁ-tﬁt” nature of the case we Put’\on, the facts we established, forced him to
say what was literally true, that gui#lt or innocence were not before him! What
was before him was the voluntariness of the plea und the effectiveness of counsel.
dside from the unrefuted evidence we produced, on both eountta Ray should have
Prevailed.

The question that really needs to be faced in the interest of justice and
in what I would hope thére is, in the interest®f making some effort to restore
faith in the government, is not by any means limited to whether or not there
was a conspiracy in the sssassination if Martin Luther ffing, Jr. The real
question that will remain ,if there ia any inquiry with such a liﬁtaﬁm im-
posed on it is going to be, perhaps forever, who did kill the victim?

There is, s a mafter of sworn and unrefuted testimony, no possibility that

lay was the assassin, .

The record exists. It also is not going to be ignored forever. I havfalready
arranged for a historian to take these transcripts and other of my work and use
then as the basis of a book. But I thulk it vould be much better for the country
if this cleansing were by government which had failed and which had earned the
disgust and disillusionment with it tlat was justified.

Inthis I ask nothing persond, nothing for myself. I write instead to offer
to be of help, as I am certain I can be of help, if you and/or the administration
Wantd to clean this up once and for all,

That is possible - givén the willingess.

I have not driven out of Frederick for more thah 20 years because that is
unséfe for me. I leave frederick only when I am driven to medical appointments.

I do not offer to go to Washington but I do offer to be questioned, interviewed,
and * strongly suggest being taped, and I am willing for this to be with any of
the agerisets the FBI may want to be present or any of the lawyers of those
parts of the Department that failed. I ask only that 1 be questioned by one in
whom you have confidence and that the questioning and-'lzhe environment be fair,

You should understand that several Yepartment divisions end the FBI have a
strong interest in preserving the official position on the assassination and
that this can be of influence if you ccept my offer. I am willing toiface that,
but yku should be aware of it,

One of my many FOIA lawsuits was for the gbvernme¥t's records in this assassi-
nation, There was strong resistence to that effort and the Department stondwalled
it for many years and by many means. One that you may have trouble believing is
clear and without questiont the uapa:t;!nﬂt)lactuan,y demanded that the jhdge




appoint me as its consultant - in mj_r__d‘ué_‘t.: a_g_'e_d.n___at t_llg_‘Depsrtmntl Not only $hat,
the Department defrauded me of the payment it was to have made and said it would.

A11 of this and more is recorded and is without aNy question, unreal as it
may seem to you. We, mf l.wyer and I, have the tmnscriptf and they exist at the
court.

My lawyer in these FOIA actions and assistant counsel then in the Ray
defense was then a ywun.:; lwyer ;fho had not yet taken his District of Cokumbia
bar examinations, He and I had two impeded days for discovery. He also presented
most of the evidence to the court in that evidentiary hearing. So, if you accﬁt
my oﬁ‘Uar, I hope ypu will include James H, Lesar (393-1921) in part becapse he
may remember what I do not ahdd in part because we did some of the things that I
think should be of interest to you together.

Honesty and fairness impfel me to add more. I hope you will take it as I
mean it qnd I do not mean it as any boasting. s

I wrote the first book on the Warren Commission and the JFK assassination.

1t is critical of many who were in official position and to this day I have
not had a call or a letter from any one of them ocmplé,Qung that I was unfair or
inaccurate. This is also true of the books & wrote after t"hﬁ'}h. That first book
is still used as a college text and aud s anothei truth‘q;v may find hard to
believe ’but ‘s’ t(nﬁe and can be provided, when % put myself under oath rather
thanr{-le:n%' on immune Jawyer's pleading 20 yaars ago to attest that the FBI
Wwas providing perjury to that court, Ehe FBI and the.mapntnent, whether or no?
@ither believed it, told that court by way of what turned out to be a succeesaful
defense of the sworn allegation of perjury, that I could make such allegations
ad infinitim because ] lnew more about the JFkhssassination and it investi-
gation than anyeone worldng for the FBI. et veay FOI0 e iy ¥ !

And, contrary to what your IG said recently, I attributed _theCt perjury to
the Lab and am prepared to do that in the Ray case, w/th myself under oath,

I wrote the first book on the King asssssination and it# continues to be
basi¢. I have had no complaint from anyonef’ about whom I wrote in it,

Because publisher and major-media attitude toward the political assasping-
'@.ons makes publication of other than what the government said close to ime
puwaaﬁ%e, “hen it was bo longer Physioally possible for me to publish the books
1 wekdel corfinued this work on a different basis, as a criticial examination of
what was done by both sides, There are innumerable book—length manuseripts of this
completed in rough draft, when posatl.ble for me ret;ped and & |tl:l: distributed among
a nunber of professors. I also do that w:l.th ¥k much of my corres’?ondence and I will




be doing that with this, I do, to the degree possible for me, seek to keep
others informed by making all my work and all those hundreds of thousands of
pgges 1 obtained by FOIA freely available to all. (411 for the most par

those with whom ; db not agree.) I believe that FOIA makes thoe of us who use
it surrogate for all the people and have live }n’ a.n(Ypracﬁ.aed that belief,

This request by Hrs., Hing, with the modification I suggest above, does pro-
vide the government with an epportunity for it dt, please excuse and understand me,
come clean and to do that with minimum difficuh:y for the government.

I thu? governmet does not do as asked and do it oPen.'Ier and with complete
honesty, hkstory will not be kind to it and to those involved or not involved
in 1%,

If you want to do some checking, you can get an gbundance of lies from the
FBI from iEs chara.cte;- assassinations of me but you will not get from it a
gingle illustration of my not having been ttuthful and did I ever provide it
with affidavits in so many lawwsuitd! This alsmoes for the govemmen‘ss
labyers in those lawsuits. : ‘

Among thog/ in academe who are familiar with myw .work and have used it and
can give you an opinion oﬁ ite dependability and of mine are Dr, CGerald ;ﬁlcr
Knight, head of history abd politieal seéience df local Food. College (to wkich
I have de's 11 my work and my property); Dr. David Wrone, professor of history
Jjust re'f%é.ed from the qniversity of Wisconsin (715/344-8148), and two sociologists,
Dr. Dennis Macdonald, of St Anselus's College in Manchester, New Hampshire and
Dr. Geril@inoccibio, of Tﬁi—'ﬂ Wofford College, Sg]pr'tanburg, SC.

You may not want to ask any reporter but of the dozens who have used me as
a source, without ever a single ldckback, one who does not agree with me is at
hand for you, George Lardner, of the WashingtofPost. I am confident that he will
tell you that T never misinfirmed him and that nothing I even told him kicked
back on him - for the past 30 years.

ly days are numbered. I am quite feeble. I do not take this time for any
personal reason and f $o20n She: huge-Siink: Seayiite: Kl oials: Hily dies paash you
and you do give it serious thoughtf. Please feel free to challenge me on any afi
what L say. Pjesse believe also that I write in your interest and in that of the
government and without any possibility of any personal gain. -I t is obvious that
if you do as I w?ffer I will be giving up Ell the rights I have to my own work,
and at 6§ and $n seriously impaired health, there is no bright and shining
future for which I can hope.

I'm sorry that reading and perhaps condensing this is beyond me now and that
m@ typing cannot be any better. On doctors brders iy le{‘s are both elevated as




I write this, with thy 1e§f’1eg, rather foot, as high as the hearts I tell you
this for n/t/han an explanation of my poor typing. It 1941:0 give you to under=
atund that there has been stme discomfort in taldng this time for which % do,
sincerely, hope you will take the time and ask any and all yhuestions that
occur t3 you or to your staff.

Please believe me, it is in your interest, it is in the gmrnmené in-
terest, and it is in the na.tio@ 8 interest because it provides a means of
putting histiry that was made crooked by the government straight akain.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg

411 of this may sbund etrange to you but f nonethelsss add, as credentials,
what may seen stranger: that two members of the Warren Commission agreed with mel
One gas the Repuhlican, Senator Cooper, the other the Democrat, Senator Russell,
I do not take your time for the expkanation I can provide and document but I do
assure you and can provide copies of the records M-laft for archival purposes.
Vith Ruasell it wes in corrrspondence and Cooper added an eloghent oral history
for the Russell archive.Russell had a high opinion of my work and emcouraged it
until his dying df, and this also is documented with his letters.

If Donald E, Wilkes is still on the Un:l.v. Georgia law fachlty at Athens
I'm sure he will confirm the above. He wrote about it for local papers.




