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J
a
m

es E
a
rl R

a
y
's '6
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 M

u
st 

retu
rn

s to
 scen

e o
f th

e crim
e 

B
y
 C

la
y
 B

a
iley

 
S

taff R
eporter 

F
or the first tim

e in alm
oS

t 20 
y

ears, Jam
es E

arl R
ay

's 1
9

6
6

 
w

h
ite M

u
stan

g
 sh

o
w

ed
 u

p
 in

 
front of 4221/2 South M

ain yester-
day. 

A
u
c
tio

n
e
e
r D

o
n
 B

. S
m

ith
 

brought the car to the neighbor-
- hood for som

e publicity photo-
g
rap

h
s. T

h
e last tim

e th
e F

o
rd

 
autom

obile w
as in the area, R

ay 
w

as 
p
u
llin

g
 a

w
a
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 

b
o
ard

in
g
 h

o
u
se w

h
ere h

e fired
 

th
e sh

o
t th

at k
illed

. D
r. M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr. 

S
o
m

e
tim

e
 th

is a
fte

rn
o
o
n
, 

S
m

ith w
ill bring dow

n his gavel 
at T

he P
eabody, and the highest 

b
id

d
er w

ill be th
e first o

n
e to

 
tak

e title o
f th

e car sin
ce E

ric 
S

tarvo G
alt paid a B

irm
ingham

 
m

an
 $

1
,9

9
5
 fo

r th
e car eig

h
t 

m
onths before D

r. K
ing's death. 

: A
u
th

o
rities d

eterm
in

ed
 later 

that E
ric S

tarvo G
alt w

as Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay, w
ho now

 is serving a 
99-year sentence after pleading 

g
u
ilty

 to
 k

illin
g
 th

e civ
il rig

h
ts 

leader. 
S

m
ith

 d
istrib

u
ted

 2
,0

0
0

 co
lo

r 
b
ro

ch
u
res o

n
 th

e au
to

m
o
b
ile to

 
antique and classical car dealers 
across the country. S

m
ith said a 

1
9
6
6
 M

u
stan

g
 w

ith
 red

 in
terio

r 
"in

 m
in

t co
n
d
itio

n
" n

b
rm

ally
 

w
ould bring $10,000 to $12,000, 

b
u
t d

o
esn

't k
n
o
w

 w
h
at th

e h
is-

torical significance of the w
hite 

car w
ith

 a d
en

ted
 rear fen

d
er, a .  

c
rin

k
le

d
 fro

n
t b

u
m

p
e
r a

n
d
 

39,600 m
iles w

ill do to the price. 
P

ro
fits fro

m
 th

e au
ctio

n
 w

ill 
be split betw

een R
enfro H

ays, a 
private investigator w

ho said he 
w

as n
ev

er p
aid

 fo
r w

o
rk

 d
o
n
e 

for one of R
ay's law

yers, and an 
u
n
n
am

ed
 p

erso
n
 w

h
o
 b

o
u
g
h
t 

R
ay's 40 percent share. 
T

h
e au

to
m

o
b

ile, reco
v

ered
 in

 
A

tlan
ta th

e d
ay

 after D
r. K

in
g
's 

slaying, w
as kept in a shed at the 

S
helby C

ounty C
orrection C

en-
ter u

n
til last M

ay
. E

x
cep

t fo
r 

d
rain

in
g

 th
e o

il, ch
an

g
in

g
 th

e 
g

as lin
es an

d
 g

as filter an
d

 fill-
in

g
 th

e b
ack

 tires w
ith

 sir, n
o
 

o
th

er w
o
rk

 w
as n

eed
ed

 to
 g

et 

th
e 

m
o
st fam

o
u
s M

u
stan

g
 in

 
M

em
phis history running again, 

S
m

ith said. 
S

m
ith

 said
 h

e w
ill start th

e 
au

ctio
n

 at n
o

o
n

. N
o

th
in

g
 else 

w
ill be sold. 	

. 
"It m

ay last 20 m
inutes, it m

ay 
last 2

5
 m

in
u
tes, it m

ay
 last 1

5
 

m
inutes," S

m
ith said. "It m

ay be 
th

e
 sh

o
rte

st a
u
c
tio

n
 in

 h
is-

to
ry

. . B
u

t w
h

en
 th

e h
am

m
er 

falls, it's g
o
in

g
 to

 h
av

e a n
ew

 
o
w

n
er." 

T
he M

ustang drew
 little atten- 

tion yesterday until T
V

 crew
s ar-

rived. 
C

h
a
rle

s K
in

g
 o

f Ja
c
k
so

n
, 

M
iss., stopped to take som

e pic-
tures of the M

ustang. 
"It's a real atten

tio
n
-g

etter," 
K

in
g
 said

 as h
e sn

ap
p
ed

 a p
ic-

tu
re. "I'm

 su
re so

m
eo

n
e sellin

g
 

it w
ill m

ake good m
oney off of it 

b
ecau

se it relates to
 a trag

ed
y
 

th
at w

ill n
ev

er b
e fo

rg
o
tten

." 
A

sk
e
d

 w
h

a
t h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
f 

so
m

eo
n
e m

ak
in

g
 m

o
n
ey

 fro
m

 
su

ch
 a trag

ed
y
, K

in
g
 rep

lied
: "I 

th
in

k
 th

a
t's ju

st p
a
rt o

f b
u
si- 

ness." 	
. 


