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: Jam

es 'E
arl 

R
ay's getaw

ay car w
ill be auctioned N

ov. 12 in M
em

phis. 
R

ay, serving 99 years for killing M
arlin L

uther K
ing Jr., 

sold his 60 percent share in the 1966 Ford M
ustang to an un-

identified buyer; private investigator R
enfro H

ays gets the 
other 40 percent T

he car w
as im

pounded A
pril 11, 1968. 

C
om

piled by T
racey W

ong B
riggs 
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g

 

K
in

g k
iller 

w
o
rk

in
g
 

in
 la

u
n

d
 

N
A

S
H

V
IL

L
E

 (A
P

) —
 Jam

e 
E

arl R
ay

, th
e co

n
v
icted

 assas- 
sin

 o
f D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 

Jr., h
as b

een
 tran

sferred
 to

 a 
d
ifferen

t p
riso

n
 an

d
 g

iv
en

 a 
n
e
w

 se
c
u
rity

 sta
tu

s th
a
t a

l-
lo

w
s h

im
 to

 w
o
rk

, o
ffic

ia
ls 

say
. 

S
tate C

o
rrectio

n
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
er S

tev
e N

o
rris said

 F
ri- 

d
ay

 th
at R

ay
 w

a
s tran

sferred
 

last w
eek

 fro
m

 th
e S

o
u
th

east- 
ern

 T
en

n
essee R

eg
io

n
al C

o
r- 

rectio
n
al F

acility
 in

 B
led

so
e 

C
o
u
n
ty

 to
 B

ru
sh

y
 M

o
u
n
tain

 
S

tate P
en

iten
tiary

 in
 P

etro
s. 

H
is statu

s h
as b

een
 ch

an
g
ed

 
fro

m
 m

a
x
im

u
m

 se
c
u
rity

 to
 

clo
se secu

rity
 an

d
 h

e is b
ein

g
 

allo
w

ed
 to

 w
o
rk

 in
 th

e p
riso

n
 

lau
n
d
ry

, N
o
rris said

. 
C

lo
se secu

rity
 is a d

esig
n
a-

tio
n
 th

at falls b
etw

een
 m

in
i- 

m
u
m

 an
d
 m

ax
im

u
m

 secu
rity

. 
"T

h
e m

o
v
e is a resu

lt o
f an

 
j 

im
p
ro

v
e
m

e
n
t in

 h
is b

e
h
a
v
-

io
r," N

o
rris said

. 
R

ay
 is serv

in
g
 9

9
 years for 

the 1968 slaying of D
r. K

ing in 
M

em
p
h
is. H

e h
as tried

 to
 es- 

c
a
p
e
 se

v
e
ra

l tim
e
s a

n
d
 g

o
t 

o
u
tsid

e th
e w

alls o
f B

ru
sh

y
 

1M
ountain for tw

o days in 1977 
b
e
fo

re
 b

e
in

g
 re

c
a
p
tu

re
d
 in

 
th

e ru
g
g
ed

 terrain
 n

earb
y
. 

' H
e
 w

a
s tra

n
sfe

rre
d
 fro

m
 

B
ru

sh
y
 to

 th
e T

en
n
essee S

tate 
" P

riso
n
 in

 N
a
sh

v
ille

 in
 1

9
8
1
 

a
fte

r b
e
in

g
 sta

b
b
e
d
 b

y
 a

 
g
ro

u
p
 o

f in
m

ates. 
H

e w
a
s m

o
v
ed

 earlier th
is 

y
ear fro

m
 th

e T
en

n
essee S

tate 
P

riso
n
 to

 th
e
 S

o
u
th

e
a
ste

rn
 

T
en

n
essee R

eg
io

n
al C

o
rrec-

tio
n
al F

acility
. 

K
in

g
 k

ille
r 

w
a
n

ts
 o

ff 
d

e
a
th

 ro
w

 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay
 say

s life o
n
 

death row
 is bad for his health -

and he w
ants out 

"M
y blood pressure has gone up 

3
5
 p

o
in

ts sin
ce th

ey
'v

e h
ad

 m
e 

here," said R
ay, serving a 99 years 

for killing the R
ev. M

artin L
uther 

K
ing Jr., on A

pril 4, 1968. 
"I don't think they'll keep m

e 
segregated all m

y life. T
his is un-

healthy," R
ay told the 

N
ashville 

T
ennessean. 
R

ay w
as m

oved into solitary at; 
N

ash
v
ille S

tate P
en

iten
tiary

, 
w

h
ere D

eath
 R

o
w

 in
m

ates are 
housed, in June 1981 w

hen he w
as 

transferred from
 B

rushy M
oun-

tain
 S

tate P
en

iten
tiary

 after in
-

m
ates stabbed him

. 
T

w
o days after pleading guilty, 

R
ay, 57, said he w

as not guilty, 
m

aintained he never had anything 
to

 d
o
 w

ith
 K

in
g
s m

u
rd

er an
d
 

asked for a jury trial. 
A

fter alm
ost 18 years, he's still 

try
in

g
 to

 p
ro

v
e h

is in
n
o
cen

ce -
but w

ithout luck. 
"I doubt they w

ould give m
e a 

trial If Jesus C
hrist asked them

," 
he said recently. "1 don't really 
h
av

e m
u
ch

 h
o
p
e. I file an

d
 say

 
w

hatever I think. 
• "L

aw
yers say, 'L

et's don't get 
the judge m

ad,' but I bring It all 
out I w

on't get out sitting here fil-
ing w

rits; judges w
ill have to de-

cide I need a trial." 
R

ay says he know
s little about 

the slain civil rights leader, and he 
is am

bivalent about the Jan. 20 
holiday celebrating K

ing's birth. 
"I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 th

ere's an
o
th

er 
'llad

t h
o
lid

ay
. T

h
e . .;ovem

m
ent 

passed a law
 m

aking the holiday; 
its a political thing," he said. "It 
don't m

ake any difference to m
e." 

R
ay's w

ife, A
nna S

aaclu R
ay, a 

form
er K

noxville artist, now
 lives 

near N
ashville. T

hey w
ere m

ar-
ried

 In
 1

9
7
8
 w

h
ile R

ay
 w

as In 
B

rushy M
ountain. 


