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By Richard Gardner 

M
em

p
h

is au
tom

ob
ile d

ealer R
ed

 S
trick

lan
d

 tak
es a look

 In
sid

e th
e 1966 M

u
stan

g b
elon

gin
g to 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay th

at S
trick

lan
d

 b
ou

gh
t at su

ction
 yesterd

ay for 127,000. 

F
rom

 P
age B

1 

C
ar 

ab
ou

t 10 m
in

u
tes. H

e said
 h

e 
lived

 in
 M

em
p

h
is at th

e tim
e of 

th
e slayin

g an
d

 b
ou

gh
t th

e car 
strictly as an

 in
vestm

en
t.  

"
I d

on
't k

n
ow

 h
ow

 to exp
lain

 
it," Strickland said. "I b

ou
gh

t it 
b

ecau
se I'm

 in
 th

e car b
u

sin
ess, 

and I think som
ebody w

ill buy It 
an

d
 p

ay m
e a p

rofit. T
h

at's th
e 

on
ly reason

 I b
ou

gh
t it. It's a 

sh
a

m
e it (th

e a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

), 
happened, you know

." 
W

ith
 a call of "

A
ll rfgb

t now
. 

S
ale tim

e,"
 S

m
ith

 op
en

ed
 th

e 
floor to th

e 60 registered
 b

id
-

ders. P
ew

 participated, how
ever, 

after a $15,000 opening bid. 
A

m
on

g th
e b

id
d

ers w
ere R

ob
-

ert 'P
rin

ce M
an

go' H
od

ges an
d

 
A

ubrey J
. H

ow
ard. H

ow
ard, thd 

on
ly b

lack
 actively b

id
d

in
g on

 
th

e
 c

a
r
, sta

y
e
d

 in
 u

n
til it 

reached about $25,000. 
H

ow
ard

 d
eclin

ed
 to n

am
e th

e 
person he represented but said It 
w

as a local resid
en

t, in
volved

 in
 

civic 
a
ctiv

ities. H
e d

eclin
ed

 
com

m
en

t w
h

en
 ask

ed
 if h

e w
a

s  

representing a group planning a 
civil righ

ts m
u

seu
m

 at th
e L

or- 
ra

in
e M

o
tel w

h
ere K

in
g

 w
a

s 
killed. 	

- 
A

sk
ed

 if h
e w

as u
n

easy ab
ou

t 
b

id
d

in
g on

 th
e car, H

ow
ard

 re- 
p

lied
: ''H

istory is h
istory. Y

ou
 

"
IfistO

ry is h
istory:•:- 

Y
ou

 can
't ch

an
ge 

th
at. W

h
atever th

e 
n

egative is, th
at t`h  

som
eon

e lost tI3eir 
life, th

at's w
h

at 
creates th

e valu
e."

 
—

 A
u

brey J.  
H

ow
ard 

can
't ch

an
ge th

at. W
h

atever th
e 

n
egative .Is, th

at som
eon

e lost 
their life, that's w

hat creates the 
valu

e.O
n

 th
e oth

er h
an

d
, th

at 
loss w

as a m
on

u
m

en
tal a

ctiv
ity

 
th

at affected
 so m

u
ch

-.7 	
, 

O
n

e p
erson

 w
h

o d
id

 n
ot a 

ee 
w

it4
 th

e sa
le 

W
ag 4 giielin

q
 

S
m

ith
. M

s. S
m

ith
, w

h
o said

 sh
e 

w
as representing a group called 

P
o
o
r P

eo
p

le's A
sso

cia
tio

n
 o

f 
S

ou
th

 D
ow

n
tow

n
, said

 th
e au

c-
tio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e a
n

 em
b

a
rra

ss-
m

ent for the city. 
- "

W
e feel th

e car sh
ou

ld
 b

e de-
stroyed

 and buried," M
s. Sm

ith 
Said before the auction. "W

e feel 
it is a w

ay to glorify a killer that 
com

m
itted ahorrible:deedk;,̀=:--i:: 

S
trick

l*t'a IO
L

A
-en

d
er m

en
' 

w
ith

 b
illet. ey

es a
n

d
 d

o
se-

cropped red hair, said he thinks 
h

e got a good
 d

eal sO
n

sid
erin

g 
the car's historical vairue. Strick-
land spent tim

e after tie auction 
talking to D

on B
. Sm

ith H
 about 

the car's authenticity. 
S

trick
lan

d
 p

ossib
ly got a b

et-
ter deal than he realized. W

ithin 
30 m

in
u

tes after th
e sale

, P
ea,  

b
od

y officials b
rou

gh
t S

m
ith

 a 
m

ailgram
 from

 a M
ob

ile, A
la., 

m
an authorizing a hid O

f $29,500. 
T

he m
ailgram

, w
ritten about 

p
.m

. W
ed

n
esd

ay b
y M

ik
e N

ix
, 

w
as d

elivered
 in

 th
e aftern

b
en

 
m

ail an
d

 b
rou

gh
t to S

m
ith

. N
ix 

S
aid

 late yesterd
ay th

at h
e h

as 
"som

e other investors that jadssi-
blr are interested in it,".•  

• 

- 	
_ 
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