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6 October 1980

Board of Paroles . James E. Ray #65477
309 State office bldg, : Brushy Mountsin Prison
Nashville, Tennesses.37219 Petros, Tennessee,37845,

’

Application for pardmi 3
Dry Martin Luther King jr., homlcide case,

Dear 8irg

Please consider this paper an application for a pardonj in addition, I

would also request that the application be considered for any other type
consideration the Board of Pardon & Paroles mey have jurisdiction in under
T.C.A. 40-3613, and guidelines set forth by the Governor of the State of
Tennesses, Hon. Lemar Alexander, The reason for this type request in the
application is that under the criterion I am relieing on for a pardon requires
that I present “substantial evidence of innocence™ in the offense I am
incarcerated for in order to quelify for a pardon. In thias respect, because

of the prosecutorlal agencles policy of classifying & mequestering material
which 1s not supportive of the prosecution cass in the, Martin Luther King jr.,
(MLK), matter, the Board may consider the "proof" offered by me in this
application as not substantial enought to recommend a pardon, but may consider
the same substantial enought to recommend something lsss than s pardon,

A_brief histroy of the case reflscts;

I entered a gullty plea therein on March 10, 1969, The following day I

posted a letter to the trial Judge alleging the plea was obtained by coersion;
that there was a conflict of interest between the Attorney representing me

and a publishing Company (Delacorte Press NY), through a $165,000 contract
the Attorney had for publishing the results of the state's case, and ask the
Judge to set aside the plea and grant a trial. The trial Judge (Hon. Preston
Battle), died before he could act on my request. The successor Judge de-
clined to grant a trial. During the intervening years the courts have refused
numerous petitlons to grant a trial in the case, The last petition for a trial
in the case was denled by the Tennessee Supreme court in an order dated
September 2, 1980, '

This refusal by the courts to grant a trial in the case apparently has
nothing to de with gullf or_lunecence) rather the courts jurisdiction are
1limited to determining whether Frocedural errow of constitutlonal dimension
resulted during the plea Proceedings,

In respects to the State's case:

It was with one exception circumstantial., The one exception, a state witneas,
Charles Q. Stephens, In a statement certified in the U.3. District court for

the W.D. of Tennessee dated June 13, 1968, Mr, Stephens stated in effect that

he saw someone with a profils simular to mine leaving the scens of the area
wherein MIK allegedly was assaulted from, Subsequently however, a cab driver,
James McGraw, testified in 1974 in the aforementioned District Court that when
he came to pick up Mr, Stephens as a fare shartly before MLK was mssaulted he
found Mr, Stephens intoxicated to the Polnt that he could not walk, Ses, attached
APPENDAGE #1,

In the nesrest proceedings to a trial in the MLK case (and now apparently the
government's official findings), the United States House of Representatives in
1977 formed a "Select Committee™ to investigate the matter. Subsequently in,
1979, the Committee found that I was "probably guilty™ in the assault on

liLK. This finding was predicated on the Committee further finding that 1) I

and a brother, Jerry W. Ray, in September 1967 robbed the “Bank of Alton" (ILL.),
for $27.000, and that I had used the proceeds tharefrom to finance the MLK
ass=ult, or, in the alternatlys 2) I had anticipated collecting a $50,000 offer
by two individuals, John H. Sutherl-nd & John R. Kauffmann--both are now deceased
but llved in the 5%, Louls, Mis ouri, area in 1967, Mr, Sutherland was apparent-
ly a respected member of +he Missouri bar & a member of the "Southern Stntes
Industrial Council" with headquarters in the Stahlman Bullding Nashville, Tann-
esseej while Mr, Ksuf'mann was a business man with a minor criminal record.
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In regard to the "Bank of Alton" robbery, after the Committes made the
public charge that by btrother, Jerry Ray, was involved in the robbery he
turned himself ‘in to the Alton, Illinois, police department and offered to
walve the statute-of-limitations and stand trial., The Alton police informed
Jerry that he had pgyar been a suapect in the robbery, APPENDAGE #2,

The Committee then inferred another brother, John Ray, and I had robbed the
"Bank of Alton", Subpequently I posted a Freedom of Information requesat to
the United States Department of Justice cGncerning the robbery, The Justice
Department in turn posted me a Document (APPENDAGE #3), evidencing I ¥as_not
involved in the robbery,

In regard to Messrs, Sutherland & Kauffmann, Until I heard of the allegations
assoclating them with me and read of the "association” in the New York "Times"--
which was working with the Conmmittee~~I had never heard of either individual) nor
to the best of my knowledge have I ever had any essoclation with either, directly
or indirectly, In addition, the Committes never ask me 1f I knew either of these
individuals, and refused to recall me for public testimony wherein the Committes
could have interrogated me about, Sutherland & Ka « APPENDAGE #4 & Le-i,

I have written to the U,3., House of Representatives asking for access to
transcripta of investigative material the "Select Committee" did not publish,
but rather classified in the MLK investigation, In reply, the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by lettar dated March 6, 1980, stated 'unpublished
Committee material in the investigation would remain sequestered for a period
of fifty (50) years., APFENDAGE #5,

In regard to persons I was associated with in connection with the MLK assaulty

Beginning shortly after my incarceration in the case in 1968 until recently

I have viewed something like 250+ photographs of varlous individuals that I

may have come in contact with during the 1967-68 period for possible invol-
ment of the "individuals" in the MLK homicide, Thess plotures were Provided

me by various sources including Attarnay:rupraunting me, verious investigators,
and staff members of the aforementionad "Select Committee™ of the U.S. Houss of
Representatives,

Because 1t was/is my belief, based cn assoclations during the 1967-68 period,
and other information, that elements associated with the 1llegal traffic in
narcotics financed the MIK assault, I have over the rast three years viewed
numerous photographs of individuals linked directly or indirectly with narcotic
trafficking, This has aseisted me in identifying;

1. Carlos Migusl Hernapdez. I observed Mr, Hernandez twiced apparently
surveilling me in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968, near the area where
MLK was assaulted, Mr. Hernandez was at one time an agent for the federal 'Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA); later in 1971 he was convictsd in Mobile,
Alabama, for a narcotic offense, APPENDAGE #6,

2, David Gralver, I observed Mr, Graiver, minus a beard, in Neuvo
Laredo, Mexico, In October 1967, in the company of a second individual; the
second person whom I knew under the alias of "Roual" and was then associated
with in trying to obtain a passpert, APFENDAGE #7,

An investigation of Mr. Graiver indic~ted he was/is a fugitive

(1976), having been indicted for embezzlement of funds from the American Bank
and Trust Co, of New York city) that he and his "banking" associates including
the present secretary of commerce, Mr, Phillip Klutznik, had unethically
solicited funds for political figures campaigne in New York city (N.Y. "Times"
Sept. 14, 1976, p.53§: and that he was an associate of organized crime leader,
Meyer Lansky,

3. Bandolph Erwi 0_Rosenson. In November, 1967, prior to entering
the United States from Mexico in & search of the automoblle I was driving I
found a business card with a name Wrltten on the back which later was de-
termined to be, Mr, Hosenson's, Subsequently an Attorney representing mes, Mr,

Richard J, Ryan, of the Memphis bar made a trip to New Orleans, Louisinna, in
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1975, and obtained from the U.S. 5th circuit court of appeals a trial
transcript evidencing Mr. Hosenson had been convicted in New Urleans
for 1llegally smuggling narcotics from Mexico into the United States,

Subsequently I provided Mr, Rosenson's name to the aforementioned "Select
Committee” as a possible source in the MIK homicide, The Committee later--in
June 1977--sequestered Mr. Rosenson in the Andrew Johnson Hotel in Knoxville,
Tennessee, Wnile Mr, Rosenson was sequestered in the Hotel a Hotel employee,
Mr, David Allen Boman, tape recorded several conversations between Committee
Staff members (unknown to them), and Mr, Rosenson, and other conversations.
Thereafter Mr, Boman gave the tapes to, Mr, Gene A. Stanley, a member of the
Knoxville bar; after I learned of this transaction I wrote Mr, Stanley a letter
requesting duplicate copies of the tapes; Mr, Stanley did not answer the
letter; however, in a subsequent taped telephonic conversation with, Mr.
Bdward M. Ellis, also of the Knoxville bar, Mr, Stanley upon being quired

by Mr. Ellis as to the disposition of the tapes replied " I did what Richard
Nixon_should have done, burned them, I didn'% burn ibem I_recorded over
them", APPENDAGE # 8 & related tape enclosed

Numerous individuals and organizations have publicly supported a trial in
the MLK case for mej and while advocating a trial is not synonymous with
advocating a pardon or clemency, it does indicate they believe the matter
should be resolved in an equitable manner I think, they =re:

i. The "Priest Council Diocese of Tennessee" APPENDAGE # 9.
2. The Rev, Ralph Abernathy. APPENDAGE # 10.

3, The Rev. Jesse Jackson, Director of "Operation Push"
located in Chicago, Illinois. APFENDAGE # 11.

4, Rev, James M, Lawson jr., a Minister in Memphis, Tennessee,
in 1968, and presently Pastor of the 'Holman United Methodist
Church of Los Angeles, California, APPENDAGE # 12,

In addition to the above, former United States Attorney General,
Griffin Bell, has expressed dissatisfaction with certain conclusions in
the MLK case arrived at by the Department of Justice, APPENDACE # 13.

As noted in the letter I posted to the Board dated September 9, 1980, the
U.S. Department of Justlice has classified investigations into the MLK case
and related matter as followsi

1, The Memphis, Tennessee, police department's investigation
of the MLX homicide,

2. The Memphls, Tennessee, police department's "Intelligence
saction” investigation of MIK & related matter prior to
sald homicide,

3. The Atlanta, Georgla, police department's 1950's & 60's
investigation of individuals who made threats against MLK
& other related investigative information.

4, TIn 1972 the Department of Justice had the President of the
United States classify material in the MIK case in order
to avold compromising some type "n-tional security“; the
material was classified under executive order no. 11652, 3
C.F.R. 678 (1972).
All of the aforementioned classified moterial, except para.
2, is_evidenced n;-3:%:.:_h_ﬁiuﬂd_éiziﬂa.nema.ef.luﬁnsg.
455 F. supp. 921 (1978),
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In addition to the above classified material, there are 58 cublo
fest of records including 83 tape recordings of F.B.I. investigstlve
materlal relating to MIK & other persons that have been sequestersd by
Court Order for fifty éfo) years in the National Archives & Records - -
Service. See, Les v, Kelley, no. 76-1185, U.S. Dist, Ct. for the District
of Columbla. :

In respect to the contents of this sequestered/classified material,
newspaper Columnist, Paul Scott, has quoated F.B.I. officials as seying
this material “should be reyiewsd for possible leads" in the MIK assault,
APPENDAGE #1k4.

In conclusion, Mr. Robert Blakey, the Chief Counsel of the aforemsntioned
wgelect Ccumittee" in referring to one issue in the MIK case has commented
"i1i ia always possible tomorTow new evidence will develope”. APPENDAGE #Z.
This ressoning may also hold true for other mspects of the casej however,

I have now been imprisoned--except for a 14 month fugltlvity peried in 1967-
68--for twentyone ?;1) years, since 1959, In excess of twelve of these years
have been in the Tennesses prison system whersein I have served approximately
six (6) years in solitary confinement, including three (3) yesrs in solitary
(August 1972 until August 1975), spparently because of efforts by me then

to gain a trial in the MLK case--for this reason alone I am sure anyone could
discern that I am not looking forward to continued existence in prison for
possibly further years walting for, to paraphrase Mr, Blakey, "new evidence
that may posslbly develops tomorrow" s

1 would also respectfully suggest that gg;;gg_;g_!ggm; the influential
publishing Houses, such as the New York "Times", are not interested in
promoting a e¢limate conducive to a factual resolution in the MLK case,
especially, if the forces represented by the above, David Gralver, financed
the MK homlcide, There apparently would be no political or other benefits
to ths large publishing Houses and thoes they represent, and influence, for
a factual resolution to the case,

Sincerely submitteds
James E, Ray #65477
Brushy Mountaln Prison
Petros, TN. 37845.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this_&day of October, tQQ ) B
My commission expires O c,/ (7], fqt? — .
Notary public B Laway ‘:( == jL C—’/V .
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mwﬁ Assassin Witness’ Leaves: Mental 5%__&

Bolivar (AP) — Awoman who says she saw Martin Luther King'

Jr.’s assassin moments after the killing has been released from
Western Mental Health Institute,

Dr. Morris Cohen, hospital superintendent; said Thursday that
Grace Walden wasreleased Tuesday to a sheltered boa ome
in Memphis and will receive care from the University of
Tennessee Mental Health Center, .

‘Mrs. Walden, who lived in the Main Street hotel from which

King's assassin fired his {atal shot in 1968, claims to have seen a

. man running down the hotel hallway after King was shot to death
on the balcony of the nearby Lorraine Motel.

She has been confined to the Bolivar hospital since July 1, 1968.
onw_n..._u.ham have said that her mental problems stemmed from al-
coholism. !

On the 10th anniversary of King’s death earlier this month, a

. group pf ministers issued a statement demanding Mrs. Walden's
release. The ministers claim she has been held in the hospital
because she refuses to identify James Earl Ray as the man she
saw fleeing from the hotel.

Ray, who is serving a 89-year prison term as a result of his 1969 -

hasbeen seeking af

trial on the King murder charge
y after his incarceration.

ilty pl
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By MICHAEL LOLLAR ~

A Memphis taxi driver testified yes-
terday that the state's key witness in
the James Earl Ray murder case was
lying drunk on a rooming house bed
only 15 minutes before Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was killed,

James McGraw, a Yellow Cab
driver, said he had gone to the rooming
house at 4224 South Main to pick up
Charfes Quitman Stephens. It was 5:45

p.m. on April 4, 1968,

"I found him drunk,” McGraw said,

april 1978
- _5.. Walden,Charles Stephens commén-law wife, -

““He was lying on the bed and couldn’t
get up,” McGraw sald Stephens, one of
| his regular customers, was In po condi-
| tion to wallk.
| Stephens Jater told police he heard a

punshot about 6 p.m. and looked out to .
- see James Earl Ray racing down the |

haliway with-a package in his arms.

; .u-.w .|< 4..‘:..,.. iy BURS ... ...m = ..‘.,._. D ST TS e e 1 - iy (......1.u.nm.u\ 4
B s R e T e s l,ml.v.._..\
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Ray’s Lawyers Attack
- Pretrial Investigations, '
- State

's Major Witness

begai to ‘contradicy- statements_sup- | he and his stalf sesimed. their Khvesti-

pled by hv.% TS ,\upms until March 7, when he learned

Soan, “by accident™ that Ray had agreed to
plead guilty. «*,.: . . ¢

said, he Wegan tg-douby*‘the
truth and Aeraciy™, of all/of Hais' el-
forts, befause,~'He a i
fuct pid make it apper to fit intoshe  former Sheritt Willidm N. Morris Jr.
wie, when, in fact, It didn't 8t about ancther matter and wa's

The attorney said.he'had teléphoned
“Stanton testilied he and  his staff’” ,2mezed: surprised and astoinded
had interviewed only 31 of the
state's 360 potential witnesses by the
time Ray's originally scheduled trial
date — March 3, 1868 — arrived. The
“trial was continued, and Stanton sald

Tennessee Courts denied Mr. Stephens application
for $100.000 in reward money offered for inform=tion
leading to a conviction in the MLK assault.

plead guilty. C
Stanton sald Foreman had not told
him of the planned confession, but had

¥ An..u:_...&dnm‘..s.no -d s

when Morris told him Ray planned to

APPENDAGE # 1.
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APPENDAGE # 2,

_ween THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION, Thur.. Nov, 16,1978 7-4 -

House Probe Can’t Prove

SR 3

Sources Of Ray's Money

| WASHINGTON (UPY) " House Assassi.

“7 STL0UIS POST-DISPATCH Fri., August 18, 1978 94, |

Jen):f R_c'-ly. Visits Alton Bank 4

To Deny He Robbed It In ’67 °

By ROBERT J. WEHLING
0f the Post-Dispateh

Staff statute of limitations and - fo..be -
- if police wanted, - St
A brother of James Earl Ray .

At h J
popped into the Bank of Alen, IlL, A dmmﬁﬁ'm‘""m
. today and told startled bank offi- pos: Chief John Light, Lt
iyt F T < P e ol .

naét.lerqhy“:;dmmemm wuuldtxkealiedetemrmt&t?q
Police t repeated Nram
s hanitionr. 1) < [l ot

Bothvlliu!mmﬂ{mmmad_ Lt. Conrad and was told be is not,
from the appearance of James Earl and was not then, 8 suspect lo’the
myigﬂmummmh. holdup,” Sowders said A
:’m Wllhhlg!:;.'!‘hammmim Two masked men rifled two cash

Ivestigating the assassination of drawers in the 197 haldup af the

to the police station {o waive any °

J
:
!
i

lnducapedwithunhrmin‘-imu
tioning Rap. Floyd ' one. [t was the first bank robbery in
Fithian, D-Ind., strongly implied = Allon's history, and remaings un.
e solved,
that James Earl Ray and brother ' ! . iy

;
i
]
i

Ji could have robbed the Bank

of Alon on Jaly 12, 187 and weed - 19 S0afon 1 the chime, mod ke

the money to stalk King before the did not do,” Sowders said, *

g b e 75kt S £
told him we'd call him if we.feied

camera and a newspaper reporter, him.” g
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Jacliutent Rttorney General HEC1i0d.
Crininal blvision . : ‘.ﬂLﬁ s ol
I1€red L. Hantman, Chiof SRR e mn senida

Gencral Crimes Scction
Criminal Divigion -

Sclect Comalttes on Assassinations - Unitcd States Bousg ef .
Representatives ULy S ey '

This is in yesponse t0 your request for our yiaws ap £o
whether John Ray should be prosecuted for perjury, 18 U.6.C,
1621, »s @ yesult of Mr, Ray's slleged folse testimony to the
louse Select Committos on Asssssinations. We have concluded
that prosecutlion should be declined because (1) the allogedly
falee testimony wag pot materinl end (2) =l)l purrounding cig-
cumstances show that prosecutorial discretion is best exorcised
by declining prosecution. z ' e

By letier to the Attorney General dated June 15, 1978
(Tab &), the Comnittes specifically xcferred John Ray's Moy 9,

LI 4 NARIE e E S
; >y YA a0 o s

3 i} 1, ¥ ‘- r-;r
By, Fon (8t s e e

Frioxr to forwally referring thile matter to the Depertment
ol Justice, Mr. Blpkey mot with Unlted Btates Attorney Enrl
Bllbert and a ruprescntative of the Criminal Divigion on Moy 24,
1978 concerning thim allegedly felse tustimony. At that time
Kr. Blakey adviscd that the primacy roason that he wanted Joha
Ray charged with perjury was to convince Jomes Earl Kay to
tustify before the Committee concomming his knowledge of the

nation of Dr. Martin Luther King. L i

“Moap

i L

On May 9, 1978, Jubn Rey sppeared before the Comnlttce in
Exocutive Luasloa ptter having been grante

to 16 U.5.Cc. 6005. AT Ry Ay

- General Crimes

Cubbage (2) .~ __ .
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Our recommendation to decling prosecutlon ip thils ccse ig
baued on the following repgonss

(1) If John Rpy were indicted for perjury, the charges
+ould be of & "bootstyap™ verlety: 1i.e., the charge arises
from sworn tcstimony recently elicited about events which
cccurred eight or more years ago. §Since we can no longer prose-
cute John Ray for the bank robberies thcmselves because of the
five ycar statute of limitations (see 16 U.5.C. 3202), we would
be bootstraping ourgelves by going after John Ray for perjury
concerning those same bank yobberies. 1/ Rlthough logic indi-
catos that s prosecution for perjury sbout crimes that occurred
becyond the statute of limitations will lie, there is little iaw
dircctly on the issus. Judge Wyzznski stated in dicta in
United Stztes v, Worcester, 190 F. Supp. 548, 569 (D, Mass.
1961), that a federal perjury proseccution may be based upon a
willfully faulse statcment gbout a matter not punishable by the
federal criminal law. In Worcester, the defendants argusd
unsuccessfully that it was "fundawentally unfalr to put them
under oath as witnesses to testify to matters occurring many
years agao, many of which [were! barred by the statute of
linitations.* Cf. United States y, Rayor, 204 F. Supp. 4B6,
492 (s.D. Cal. 1962), aff'd, 323 r.2d 519 (9th cir, 1963), cert,
dep,, 375 U.S. 993 (1964).

1/ See wttached copy of former DAG Tyler's memorandum to former
Director Kelley in which the bootstrap principle was used to
grcline prosccution of an FBI sgent for obstrection of justice
in connection with perjurious statements given during ezn FBDI
inturnal investigation into the dcstruction of » note from

Lzc Kervey Cswuld thot Mr. Oswald had lcft at the Dallcs ficld
oiflce opproximately a weck before the Kennedy gssassincticn
(T E) .
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(2) Cnly onc of the benk rcbberies, the robbery of the' = °°
Lonk of Alton, Illinois, on July 13, 1967, was comuiti.d during. =
the period of Jomes Earl Ray's fuglitivity — from aApril 23, —
1967 through June 8, 1968, Thore is no existing or sntlclipdted
tigtimony or cther evidcnce to link John Ray or Jomes EFarl iay -

to thet robbery, It appears that the real issue concurning the
remzining bank robberies is thet of cstcblicbing the materizlity

¢t tho testimony, a nuceesary element for m perjury pLusucuLLDu-
The traditional test of materliallty ot a false stotemcnt is
whether tho testimony hes a naturzl effect or kcndency to
influence, impede or dissuade the investigating body. United
i'tctes v. Parker, 244 F.2d 943 (7th Cix.), cert. dcn, 355 U. 6. "
836 (1957).
brocad (sea

A A de) FHiah Tl ALy Tho bank
robberica that occu::nd arter Jameu Earl Koy wal arrested on
June B, 1968 could not havae been g source of funds for James
tarl Ray while ho was a fugltiye. Therefore, it could be argued -
that the broad authority of the Comumittee had been lipnited by
the Committec's own statement in connection with the questiones
concerning the bank robberies. ¥ven Lf it could be srgucd that
the gquestions msked gbout the bank robberies that occurred after
the Alton bank robbery went to credibility and were therefore
materisl, it would seem that a relationship or similarity in
the bank robberics would be necessary.

The Committee has taken the position that becuuse of the

Lwpvax, wy review © 1w Lacls psurrcunding the bank
robberies as cet forth in 8 chart supplied by the Committes

¥
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(2) Fetuwning an Indlcbment ayelonst John Ray In ocvder Lo
prvouure hlg brother Jameg Eerl Mey iluto ‘cooperating cuuid ond
chould be vicvwed o an pbupe ¢f prucees. IL le one thin, to uee
the criminel laws to prescure tn ipdilvidual into cooperating
with the governmcnt, It 1§ another thing to use the cricinal
laws agslnet vomcons to privsure pmother individual into
coeperating ~1th the government. Thie is particularly true
when the individuals involyed pre closo family relatiycs such
&9 brothura. :

%

The facts of this case have beon discuesed with Unlted
“tates attorney Earl Silbert who concurs in our recommcnlatlen,
Yor your information, om two occeslons, Junc 2], 1978 eni
rugust 24, 1978, rcoprescntatives of the Criminsl Division mct
with Jamca Luwsar, John Ray's attormey, in an unsuccessiul cffort
ta c¢htedn Key's truthful cooperation with the Comalttec, This
cpproach of pttemoting to oid the Committco has been a p:romsunt

fuini Iie Ii Iiiiil!i ntire matter.
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TRl R A y s rther,
“r. keuch's June 13, 1978 letter to Parole Commissioner Robert
Vincent was instrumental in having John Ray's parole retarded
for approximalely one month. (Tab J) A subsegquent hearing
resulted in several months delay in Ray's parole (Ray is
scheduled to be paroled on September 18, 1978). The Committee
has been advised that we stand ready to assist them in all
matters of importance to the Committee wherever appropriate.

Attachments




| GANETT VESTOESTER (5), NOVBKEER,0,1978 |
King murder plot | -
" remains in doubt | .

. WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Assassinations :| ' .
Committee says it can’t prove whether James Earl Ray | | -
asusllmmd Dr. Martin Luther Klnf{r. for a St. Louis . |+
lawyer’s alleged §50,000 hmmtg‘.mn M
The accused assassin’s er,
called for questioning today on the alk conspiracy. -
Committee investigators said W y they hnd-; :
exhaustively probed four ble links between Rayand' | '’
the alleged $50,000 but could not prove any.of the them., * .| | -
. Golng even further, St. Louis Criminal Courts Judge |
Murray Randall testified he thinks the entire story of the & |." -+

~ $50,000 assassination offer is a fake, '

3 . Randall said he believes Russell George Byers, a cli- 1

*( :::ofmdaﬂ‘u before he became a J fabricated - | -
story. : 3

" Byers, however, testified that he rejected a $50,000 |
' offer from the now-dead lawyer, John Sutherland, to ‘el *. | -~
;. ther arrange or kill Martin Luther King.” . s
e Byers said Sutherland, wearing a confederate-style
| Mt.mndznt:aunerlnlhomdmnﬁwithmpledeﬁ—
T aand tok sueiok soniirs gl 3 &
| “He told me | g a t southern g
zation that could raise the money,” Byer - R £
Byers said John Kl{{l!hna‘nn. a St.,lg.ull businessman | .,
who also is now dead, put him In touch with Sutherland. |
" - He said the offer was made In late 1966 or early 1967, |
more than a year before King was assassinated in Mem- ' |
phis April 4, 1968, y i
Randall called Byers “one of the most dangerous
.+ criminals In the city” and said he thinks Byers planted -
the story with his “‘criminal partner,” Richard O'Hara,
to find out’if O'Hara was an FBI informant. TP 1
But committee investigator Edward M. Evans told - [* "~
the panel he does not believe Byers would have planted &
| false story that would have drawn the FBI's attention. . '
* “Mr, Byers was quite active in certain kinds of activ- \
ity he would rather not have the FBI and local police

looking at,” Evanssaid, _ .. _. y ST,
11/30/78--WORLD/NATION NENSPAPER.
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LOUE BTONFE. OHID, CHAIRMAM

RUTHAAUSON FRETEN, HC. BAMULL L. DEVINE. OMIO

WALTER L. FALNTHIT, DE. ETEWAMT B, MO KINNEY, CONN.

TVOINE BRATHWAITE WUNKE, CALIF. CHARLEA THOME, MLBA.

SHMISTORMLN J. BOLD, Gk, HARGLE 8, BAWTER, MICH.

PLEYD 1. FITHiAN, IND, Select Committee on ﬂm‘iﬂﬂaﬂonﬂ

RQUERT W. EDGARN, PA.
(202) 225-4824 U, Fouse of Bepresentatives
3369 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX &
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20818

November 10, 1578

Mark Lane, Esguire
1177 Central Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104

Dear Mark:

In connection with the investigation of the
House Select Committee on Assassinations into the
death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as I informed
you in my letter of October 17, 1978, the Committee
scheduled a meeting on November 9, 1978 to consider
whether to recall Mr. Ray to continue his testimony.
At yesterday's meeting, the Committee carefully reviewed
and analyzed the opening statement Mr. Ray presented to
the Committee and his three days of public testimony.
After analyzing Mr. Ray's testimony, the Committee decided
that no useful purpose would be served in continuing to
question Mr. Ray., Accordingly, Mr. Ray will not be called
to appear before the Committee for any further testimony.

The Committee desires, of course, in accordance
with Committee Rule 3.6 to offer you and Mr. Ray the
opportunity to explain or amplify the testimony given
by Mr. Ray. The Committee, accordingly, will include
in the record any statement submitted in writing by
yourself or'Mr. Ray which explains or amplifies the
previous testimony of Mr. Ray.

Further, the Committee will consider for inclusion
in its record any statement on any subject that it
receives from Mr. Ray or yourself that is pertinent to
the Committee's inguiry.

Sincerely,

e "2
A (3al,,
G. Robert Blakey

GRB:jwec Chief Counsel and Director
ce:  Mr. James Earl Ray
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MF&MS& 8. Rugnash Gslley

®ffice of the Qleck

IS8, House of Representatines
Hmshingto, B 20515

March 6, 1980

Mr. James E. Ray-65477
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary
Petros, Tennessee 37845

Dear Mr. Ray:

This responds to your recent request for access to "yarious
transcripts" of the former House Select Committee on Assassinations.

While your request lacks information concerning the specific
transcripts to which you refer, this office, for purposes of respond-
ing only, will regard your request as encompassing all transcripts
made of committee proceedings or hearings conducted during the course
of the Select Committee's investigation,

Under applicable rules and precedents of the House, the Clerk
is charged with maintaining the custody and preservation of non-
current House records. Rule XXXVI and XXXVII, Rules of the House
of Representatives §§932 and 933, reprinted in Constitution,
Jetferson's Manual, and Rules of the House of Representatives,
i R, Doc. No. 95-403, 95th Cong. 2d Sess. 627-628 (1979). It is
incumbent upon the Clerk to maintain the records in accordance
with applicable regulations and precedents of the House and he
may not permit "any of them to be removed from the files without
its [the House's] expressed consent.” 3 Hinds' Precedents of the House
of Representatives S%GB3 at 1113 (1907)(emphasis added). n this
connection, the Clerk is authorized to permit access only to records
of the House (1) which have been in existence for at least 50 years
if the use of such records is not detrimental to the public interest;
or (2) which have already been made public. See, for example, H.R.
Res. 288, 83d Cong., lst Sess. (1953).

In any event, since the records which you reguest have neither
been made public as part of the report of the Select Committee's
work nor by the House subsequent to filing of that report, the Clerk
regards the materials you request as non-public and therefore, un-
available to any person or entity outside the legislative branch.

APPENDAGE# 5
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" Bhouod L. Henaljass, Jr.
Wlexk

Mr. Ray
Page Two

Insofar as you rely on either Schwartz v. United States Depart-

ment of Justice, 435 F.Supp. 1203 (D.D.C, 1977) aff 'd. F. 88

D.C, Cir, ) or Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83 (1963), that re-
liance is totally misplaced. Ecﬁwartz merely stands for the proposi-
tion that "Congress is subject to the common law rule which guarantees
the public a right to inspect and copy public records®, 435 F.Supp, . °
at 1204, (emphasis added), a proposition {rrelevant to your request
for non-public records., In the context ¢f a subpoena directed to
the Subcommittee on Intelligence of the House Armed Seryices Com-
mittee by a criminal defendant for prior testimony before that
subcommittee of witnesses, it was specifically held that Brady does
not apply to Subcommittee, since it was deemed to be "neithér an
investigative or prosecutorial arm of the Executive nor an agency
Of the Government in any way involved in the offense or related trans-
actions.” United States v. Ehrlichman, 389 F.Supp. 95, 97 (D.D.C.
1974), aff'd, on other grounds sub. nom., United States v. Liddy 542
F.2d 76, 83 (pn.CT, Cir, ??73!. EIearIy, then, if under the oregoing
caselaw, a request premised on Brady was denied even in the context
of a request by a defendant for his forthcoming criminal trial, Brad
can not be asserted to support a generalized request for congressional
material. ) .

Based on the foregoing, we are unable to grant your request,

EDMUND L.\HENSHAW, JR., Clerk
U.5. House of Representatives

By: 2. <:3L42¢Qg_
W. Raymo, olley, puty e;érk

Loy
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#23,000 BOND FORFEIT PAID

The largest bond ever Iorfeitsd In Mabile
i paid today by an I';\rllmlo.l

Clreult Court was
Fla., surety conipany with a
In the ca

trunkload of about
marijuana bricks.
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Herngndez
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afprehended g
County Distriey
elrned Friday.

check for ﬂhmt

3¢ of mchlad marijuana hagr Carlns *
‘W!rhllamu ‘ho first made Moblle hsTary
X whER e was arrested Jhne 16, 1008, wilh s
500 pounds of tightly packed
Was convicleq

1971, and sentencad 0 IS years in .
prison by Judge Hubert Raberison. He was free
on a $25,000 appeal bond when hip :Ppul was

I In. The |

money will be pald Lo the county [reasurer.

bond jumper .

ief Assistant District Altorney

Don Valeskg sald the

Partment Infurmeq
S‘fanuh authoritleg
rnandez on he
warrant.

o{AS it i e

¥

U.S. Stat
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elurn
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B%!uruanqez made history |n |
124960 when he wig Cca l!.l’l' wtu:‘:bh::
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have arresieq
Mobile affice’y
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in mlu Mobllg
Y can't hi .
ek g 74 o
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I
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fram Miun, 11a.,

|| repeated ajlacky
1| He fell unconscioys

Mubile Clrevitl Judge Hubert

ltobertson declured § nigie
M o{(.‘nrlu
guel Hernandez, P7~w Cy-

arged with pos-
seszion and Iransporting newr-
ly 500 pounds of high-grade
marijusna, and (he defendant
was carrled out on a stretcher,
o Henendez, now of Miuinl,
Fla., was curried unconselous
f{| 1o & smull roum near the
+| courtrvom In  mild-altesroon,
.| and County Jail nurse Irene
Fail said his pulse wos wesk
and irregular und efforts 1o
| bring him to more partia! con-
. sclousness were unsuccessful, ,
;  Hernandez then was taken
tu Mobile General Huspilal
where he was re-sdmitled
The huwy had been selocted
st Wednesday. bl when
Hernamlez apycared il he was
tuken to  Mohile Infirmary.

Phyulclnbn_l _testified the next

ol g

o = E I -

HERNANDIEZ CARRIED QUT--Carlos Mi-
| guel Heroagiez, 2-year-old Cuban exile
Is carried from Mobile
Clreuit Court Manday on a siretcher aftor
ol vomiting and nausea,
In the hallway ending
his wlal for possession of close to 500

| :EMistrial Declared In lz,g{; g;riai
'Of Cuban Refugee Hernandez

his_home Salurday pight be-

day that tests had failed to dis-
close anything wrong excep: a
high white biood count, possl-
bly indicative of [ufection or
snne problem resulting from
abduntingl surgery which Her-
nundez underwent fn Miami
last August,

e wus releused from Mo
bile Infirmary Solurday, but
his stlorney charged In court
that Lhe Inflrmary hud
"'thrown him out” beeause he
lacked money. Stale's atjor.
neys said, however, that phiy-
slcians had said they were un.
ible to delermine what should
bu done in the case and that
Hernandez should continue (o
receive Lrealment from his
Miami physiciun,

The defensn altorney told
e conrt Hernamdez eame lo

Huﬁndl of marljusna. Judge Hubert

obertson dec
Mobile Police
one of the witnesses in the cane, slap
by the door ss aitendants carry Hernapd
from the room.
Yrank Chandler)

lared « wmistrial {n the ce

Detective Harry Sjinma

(Mabile Register Phplo |

cause he wus ill mod that |
had  contacted pr, Jepu
Cabb, who sent Hernandez
Mobile Generla Hospital,

lernandes remained In o
hospital wntit Monday, wiu
the court vrdered him' 1o a,
pedr for trial. Siate's alp
beys said Dr. Cobb told the;
ho ditt not consider Horna:
de2" illness of ap emargenc
nalure,

Hernandez was sick o f)
courtroum  hullway and (+
trial was lnterrupted thre
times while the state's fir.
witnesz. Douglas Nabh, wa
Lestil ng, due to further i
ness on Lha part of Hernande;

llernandez remained af Lt
erly uncer §15000 bond, ap
Judge Roserison indicaled
new trial date woyld bg get |
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OHILD, O'CONNOR, ELLIS AND PETTY

.y . LAW QFFICES O
posr OrricE Box 1004 R

SEORGE B CHILD. BR. {1890-1908) V57 FLoon BANK OF KNORYILLE BLOS. Tosarvomy BRE-71Y. i, ¥
m_;" ::c%’:::& . .. Kepxyiis, TEnwssess 37001 el ’1'.!“;‘ .
E WICHAZL ELLIN . O ) VAR,
BILL W. FETTY . % ixd

, GHARLES H CHILD June 13, 1920 LR )
T i 4

PAVIR & PAxE

Mr. Mark Lane .
1177 Central Avenue
Memphig, Tennessee 38104

Dear Mr. Lane: . >

Y
I am in receipt of your lefter of May 12 and ‘Jungide o o
I am not sure that you have peen told of theg choumgtghpqu L
of my haying a tape, but the tape helengs to a gligntiplis bor
ming. I was given initial permission to tell MrR. Ray QF. ;. v
the exigtenge Of the tape, ~6he algn heard the tapgy "'l

In order for me to release a copy of the zau;innntik,
part of the tape, I mugt obtain express permission fEem Wy L
client. Upon receipt of youy letter in May, I mada a request -
of my client to permit me ta make you a copy of the language. -’
that might proye helpful tq you and youw client. . ERN™

As of this date, my ¢lients have not made a final de-
cision, There are some gonsiderationa that are givipg my '~
clients difficulty that have nothing to do with your cage Qr
your cliept. It is my feeling that their decligiop will be
to not permit me to make a copy of the tape, but they will
permit Mrs. Ray to come to my office and make her own tape
from the original. That may seem like a very unusual dis- '
tinction, but I assure you that there are valid reasons for
the distinction. I might suggest that you ask Mra. Ray to
call me near the end of this week, and I feal that T will
have the authorization at that tipe.

Sincerely yours, . .

CHILD, O'CONNOR, ELLIS & PETTY
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Y govemortouselhe ‘moral -

‘:;:-&:.ﬁf-:::a::::a."' 20

o
e

4 'l‘he Pnests‘ Cmm:l of especinlly in the Clty of , as wellu 1nu.urlng )ustice

,::;a@ﬁg&:sﬁ:umﬁﬁbm AR -

‘the ' Diocese last Wweek , Memphis ' where he, was t'orall ;h.em
deruandeda jurytrialfor' as.sasamated iy . fered tb meet
James “Earl’ Ray ' to A | trial by jqry.,!.he. lya- .with 1Gov. "

L

“relieve the doubts in the' priests’’ ‘maintained, Bla tuqi‘g‘lu discuss the
minds of many . people” “syould'shed sumalight on mat&&r&mer :
ahout. what, role the con- what  happened’ qnd ‘ onvinced .
vieted killer played in the possibly demonstrate "'wm up this matt
. assassinatjon of ‘the Rev.’ James Earl Ray's gudtun- -beca )¢ are not.-con-
, Dr. Maquu.therl{tnng : mnocence." Sadtiph st vinced 11.!:3; “Justice has |

_Ina mulutu:m passed by . Father Gutbrie told. the been;doge in this matter,"
a 171 wyote with _three governor .-and :/the .Father: ﬁﬂthne ‘gaid. “We
i abstentions, ' the council *legislature w“petitmn the - wanta tfis by jury sothat &
% asked Gov. Blanton and .courts” lo ‘grant-a new ' F resulve the %
¥, the Tennessee legislature _ trial,« maintained «that it
. _togdoall they can toanswer ' “is uu:umbent upqn all of .

Rayls request for a jury _{uau\:qlmr am 1hts.

u-m 3 els of mal
o Raypleadedgmlty in thied
'Afal! of 1968 to the slaying'}=

mare than 10 years ago ofs §
- Dr.King as the black civiis] B

-rights leader stood on th o B

baleony - of . the Lorrainge " ® -.

A Ray ,ury tria

s Want Justice =[S -

':‘ Thu . Rev. . Miltoki )}~ 4 .‘=  Cuntiognt fram Poge 1)

Gulhrle idenl the s w o (Continued
pﬂg; s c;:’:‘::d aa?jstl‘h JThese mum can be answered and the matter can be resolved

-’\xmwivﬂ)ﬂ'ci;‘.ﬁlﬁ_

-'-'-é<-:-:.;-:v:-\:-:-:«:<r.-:¢+:q-w.-:-}:-:-:-.'-:‘\_:ﬂ'-‘

i ‘tsimply  because. we'§  wecanall goonliving our lives."
", priests are interested im § ‘1' Asked why this issue was felt of such importance to the Calhclic
seeing that.justice is dong | - priests of the diocese, Father Guthrie said: ;

"and we don’ lLIunk;Lwaal.p' , --simplymmwearemtaresud in justice."”
lhls case." s Y 70 Priests .- )
For years many lleﬂl:lh | 1na letter to thie more than 70 priests of the diocese, all of whom are

have argued that Ray'was busi Father Guthrie noted that
“1" .eligible to participate in ‘council business, t
ogles of the resolution “had been mailed out twice” for their con-
“bideration prior to the meetmgz which it was introduced for a vole.
t

Nobel Peace prize winner He said it also was discussed at two earlier meetings.

";ossibu‘m mmng‘u ﬁ}%s for the meeting at whiich the resolution was .approved.

.

strange; -unusual *and.}
' possibly . conspiratorial
circumstances associated
with .the assassination }d
Dr. King, on April 4, 1968,™
In the resolution, it wp
‘clazmed that under Temsi:r
‘nesgee - law, Ray's:w p.. i

,about 16 or 18 priests show up,” said one member.
| *The council never really gets more than about 18 to 20 rnet.nbers at
a regular meeting,” he said, noting that this was considered ‘‘a fairly

| the nation."

for a new trial before a_ t-— B
jury - should ' have been Ty o Wy

-1 - 'granted automatieally, -,

2 Mpral Pnrsuuhm .
.V - The priesis asked lhe

e 1".‘1?1:_

_ persuasion” of his officeto -
“‘develop a climate where M
the judicial branch might N

" more readily pursue.a -

! positive action to secure a

i trial for James Earl Ray.”

. The resolution, sent to ':.
the governor and mem-,
‘bers of the ‘state

ture and Tenressee ,t

{""ﬁ%ﬁh of the Congress=2
“"'ﬁ'ﬁ;%:'tm Ki

.rel‘Ig'Bﬁ'" “leader - whe.. =
“mxercised pqaihetlcv-
minisiry, o= _cwatryl”

et
el .

. matter was- taken. “P J qmandtnrall," ,gxd."Snwearaamngthatthisbednne,andthen ;

_.and the priests. in ,Ahelpi Despite that, only about 25 per cent of the membership’ lhowed up

““Most coum:ils elect small sanata of about 10 or 15 pﬁeeta and they
" attend the regular meetings and act on behalf of the general mem- -

" ‘#7 : “We have taken mmlmpurtauthusln&sstmﬂthisatnther
] maiﬂr il \ mee“l’i‘:xgs ::}d adver‘:t’;ed the business in advance and still only had ’

good anendance" wheﬂ cumpared with other snmlar groups acruss-

" . plication several yaarsapw.,h hersh]p "hesald 1So, wedon't really do bad in attendance.’ AT i Y S o
o G A
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" Chicago Sun-Times, Thursday, August 3, 1978

-

Raytalk

‘asked by

- Jesse
Ki

By Hugh Hevgh.

ng case

n '
'I n |
- st ik "--;'--.u, -y

——— s ‘
"

" from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when Dr. King was

murder.

which Ray profi

ey

received the 99-year sentence. But since that plea he ofterr™
, has contended that he is innocent and deserving of a trial.
B Mr Jackson, In his wire to Carter, told of Ray's letter and
observed that Ray “wants o have a public trial even if it
means that he may be electrocuted if he Is found guilty, He
* is that confident that his information Is substantial.” .

Mr. Jackson also contended in the telegram that Ray is & |
L]

political prisoner, adding, “His ‘right to trial Is & human .
nght” 7 3 o
mouanmmmmuww.mmwm 2

aplnlnnthumrederalmrmu! Investigation had failed to
disclose all it knows about Dr, King's assassination or,
actual role In it.
., Edgar Hoover's personal animosity
matter of public record. Hoover was -
. King's era as & civil rights leader.
the circumstantial evidence points ,

[

conclusions: The FBI knows more than It has told*

“A i usy It could nlunnthulhllh.anullwulnvol_ved.
d mub;enmuntm what it didn't do to.
) the assassination ' - ‘ LS
Y whymeouldn'tpubudydudnudmlhdthuo-
- -WW-MW.JMM:M 3
1 Mmmumwmbpmmmm
> ulwusuntnpownmmplmr.
.. + "IN HIS LETTER to Mr. Jacksos, Ray sald: =~ .~
,anhl.lmmlwmbgah_hwmmlm
"m&ntmm%M'Mjwhlﬁhmmnmnmo
i mmﬂ! Modiinty WOH. ;.© ':hmuz“&;;h'm&mqmum:m
e T e L acidants, saying, “Thoee trals In Moscow may be
gerving & 99-year sentence for the '““‘-"h':;‘; ?"}'ﬂf:" W“MW”‘“"‘““ endants
Mr, Jackson said & letter .Jmmmnpﬂmtm.unmwu
ly received from a.:y'- ahmnﬁ,' Turn to Page 88
d s | ‘ ’ NG

Dr. King — prompted his declsion to
ask Tennessee Gov. Ray Blanton to
aproved a [ace-to-face meeting.

Ray is en Inmate at the Brushy
Mountaln Penitentiary In Petros,

staged a spectacular break last year.

t-+ RAY'S LETTER to Mr.
dated July 2F, began:' . - M feen,
“I did not kill Dr. Martin Luther

REV, JESSE L
JACKSON

i ; King Jr. j
1 believe the evidence that I can give you about how I
was used, moved around the country, paid substantial sums
of money, directed to buy a rifle and directed to report to
ﬁ?ﬁ[sﬁm I:IP?I: 4, 1968, (the date of the wssassination)
pl establishing . the fact that
conspiracy toymurder Dr. King. ... i~

Mr. Jackson, intervigwed in his office al

of Sowniey R IR DNG, it

& 10 hear s own mouth, beyond the letter, It

he has something to s " T Wit
Martin's death,” Alll' we don't alresdy know sbout

oy ;
MR. JACKSON, national president of PUSH, discl
b osed in
an ABC-TV interview
wheeni A Tuesday night that be was sending a
Ray.
Ray, 50, inltially pl

i

= L SR

— R

AFPENDAGE # 11.

and spoke of a conspiracy to murder -

Tenn., an institution from which he .

*ﬁ'mw"ur-\'}'

?%Sldu.l_l‘ Cu;tar'ln an effort to gain a trial for- t‘

e Sk Sy, by b
eaded guilty to Dr. King's furder and: ¢

an obligation to assume
the way for a trial for

i

Continued  from Page 3 ;
i the rights of Russian dissidents, had
i a “moral posture” that would pave
Ray. .

. I))uring the interview, Mr, Jackson at one point arose from

Iis desk and recreated the assassination scene. s

“l was standing at ground level talking to Martin, who

was standing. maybe 12 feel away on the balcony of that
- Memphis motel. We were about to leave for dinner at the
home of the Rev, Billy Kyles (a Memphis civil rights leader).

Martin made a jokg abput me having no tie on for dinner and

I told him. ‘Doc.a tie isn't 8 requisite for dinner, but an

appetite Is.” Then 1 heard & ‘pop’ of the gunfire gnd he

staggered back on the balcony." w

MR, JACKSON'S digelpsure of his hopes to interview Ray
© followed another.devetopmen: in the my:ﬂlr-o“‘ﬂ!“;m'i;
b SCduet 1ag X, ; Y s
tiop caser gt ek e was il 3, y Apyearold.
1 e T o - * T ]
=% Missourl man’ had told
that Jate in 1966 or ear
offer to arrange the death ef Dr. King. . "
_ That story came from Russell G, Byers of St.’ Louis. He'
" said the offer came from two Tmperial (Mo.) men on behell
of-a group of businessmen. The. two men from Imperial are
..dead, but the House group Is striving to corroborate the .

i story, ] $ e ean
B “The story 15 seen to have possible significance because, at. |
‘Byers' brother-in-law was -

¢ the :time ‘of the ‘alleged 'offer, :
Missourl State Penitentiary -

»

the House' Assassinations Cnmn;itlee 3
ly 1967 he turned down a $50,000

& ‘Mr. Jackson said that, considering the committee’s subs
<pena powers, it was possible It could elicit much of the'same .
Leinformation that would come out at_a‘trial If Ray offers'the

A e LG L
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e
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’ Knoxvi]_l'; WewarSentinel,Nov. 18,1 978

Abernathy Charges Memphis
Police, FBI, in King Death .

By TOM KING
. Maws-Santinel Satt Writer
The president emeritus and chairman
of. the Southern Christian Leadershi

‘spired to cut down
Martin Luther Kin
In" .

Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy was in
m'tcuwilllxl as _km A
speaker at radio I
WIBE's 10-year anni~ Abersathy
.versary banquet at the Ramada Inn on
Kingston Pike. -

Mr, Abernathy said before the ban-
quet that he was greatly d.luplg:lnud in
the work and findings of House
Assassinations Committee Investigating
the slaying of the late civil rights leader.

“This committee is wasting the tax-
payers' money. 1 am convinced that
there was a' conspiracy and that the
Memphis police had to be involved,” Mr,
Abernathy said. “Whoever shot Martin
Luther King was aided in his escape from

Memphis by the police.” ‘

Mr. Abarnathy, who has apurr;'qd a !

iving eve invitation from Presi-

dent Carter, said if the House committee

does not “get to the truth of the matter,”

! he will form a citizens’ committee “that

{ will dig for the truth. I'm not saying

James Eari Ray (convicted of killing Dr.

King) Is innocent. But if he was involved

: 1don't think he acted alone. There were

: people in high places of our Government

involved, and I know of affidavits signed

* and sworn that J. Edgar Hoover ordered
. Dr. King's assassination."

" Mr. Abernathy called former Presi-

dent Richard Nixon and former Vice

| President Spiro Agnew “the two most

notorious criminals in America." He said

both belong in jails,
Mr. Abernathy told the crowd of

..Smifh'éfo Let Others -

' "'f“‘ l“l'l.ﬂ*:nw n;l-l.-;.‘k.m — iy — S
/" Knoxville, Sentinel=-Mar

about 300 that the powet structure of
America is geared to keeping the black
man at certain levels.

“Don't ever believe that the white
man intends to do the black man right,”
the civil rights leader said. “The power
structure is against you and I tell you to
try and become a part of the power
structute of Knoxville." ‘

Mr. Abernathy said all is not well
with Knoxville, adding, “You made a
mistake in inviting me to Knoxville. I
will not be bought. I will not sell myself
out. I've been jailed 42 times and I've

.been called everything but a child of

The civil rights leader urged' Presi-
dent Carter to keep two promises — tax .
reform “to force the wealthy corpora-
tions of America like ITT, Lockheed and
General Motors to shoulder their load,”
and to imprave the quality of education
for all people, regardiess of race.

"Mr.  Abernathy said he would  put
nathing past the FBL “I think the FBI
would stoop to any level it needed to to
‘destroy a man like Martin Luther King.”

“The civil rights leader said thé more
he talked with Ray at Brushy Mountain
State Prison in October, the more he was
‘convinced he was not the trigger man,

“I think he might have been involved,
but I really don’t think he knew what
was’ really happening,” he sald. “When
we were on the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel when Dr. King was murdered, it
was me, Andrew Young, Dr. King and,
‘fter he was shot, a fourth man appeared.
1 was told. he could have been with the
Community Relations Service out of
Washington. I fear he was an infiltrator
from the FBL™ ! i
 Mr. Abernathy was presented a small
‘key “to Knoxville by Mayor Randy
Tyree. The visitor remarked, “Knoxville
‘has made history. 1 realize that times are
hard and things are tough. | have gotten
300 or 400 keys from cities in the U.S,
and abroad, but I have never received a
key so tiny before. The mayor made it
clear that I might wear it around my
neck or on my wrist, but where the devil /
is the chain?" '

——
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‘for James Earl Ray. . 2]
Lawyer Mark Lane,

the convicted assassin, said

the coalition hopes to meet wi

see Atty.

of King's death in Memphis.
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 Continuing The King Inquiry
o ,ByP‘aulSeon;_f' e . e bt (nrrion conoursng, the s

that Stanley

National Committee charged with controlling King." He also.
*“*ha Bureau came up with a second supposed Commu-
nist around King. This was one of his executive assistants, a

young black named Hunter Pitts (Jack) O'Dell whom Hoover
- declared to be member of the national committee. In Octo- .
 FBI leaked incrimina

.. KING SECRETLY WARNED—While fndicating that the

Involved In the suppression are Kennedys were skeptical of Hoover's reports, Schiesinger .

the
FBI l:pa and several highly seasitive. 'l ;
files of King and his contacts with Jeading ' . ; - :
communists including Stanley Levison, 1 New York attorney -~ 424 Saveral of his friends about Levisan. At ooe point, the

mmmnnymuvhnnrﬁmwpnqt!w‘{m IJS.‘_ . civil rights leader In turn warned

. demonstrations), Levison was no longer just a King

Jr,, close friend and adviser to both Robert and his brother Foblesa Kenned
mgnjguxmy.m?ihmmu-amt P r;¢ The i e
mem national committee” and . |
" \ out that “Kennedy Marshall
a key figure in Soviet Spparatus in the US.™ . (wen a Justice Department official) to find out “what hard

The confidentisl memorandums, which confirm earlier vidence against reported:
reports of the FBI findings published in this column, were P {46 FRI had

< tapping of King and show the pressure that the late FBI . baleful than a secret member of the CPUSA. The Bureau

Direcior 1. Edgar Hoover put on the Attorey General ta do ~ aec, i n (o6 et formal and emphatic manner and for
50, In making this point, he wrote: : . /Soviet intelligence apparatus in the U.S. Marshall was further
“The Kennedys autherized the taps om King lor defen- advised that disclosure of that information to King would
F .In ng.ﬁo_pmlactl.hadvﬂ endanger an FBI agent in place inside the KGB.” .
rights bill, to protect themselves. . .Installing the taps shifted ’ Levison, who took the Fifth Amendment when asked 'in -

responsibility ;
wnﬁdentmtlﬂngwdnu;ndtmfhiupi.wouldyhld Hhawulm?ynrludnuiudfundsmm&vm

nothing of interest® - ., . - . ooy " Union, surfaced in 1976 to deny the charges in carefully ar-
Apparently they were wrong about the latter. Officials of ranged interviews. : ' "

ms?mmamwmipcw(m;m . § i | )

civil rights organization and power thought the A ‘NEED

gt aon 1 e O e e FURTHER INVESTIGATION ‘NEEDED—In fight of

revelations and the House Committee’s new
In February of 1977 shortly shter President Carter took ~ 11Jing 0f & possible canspiracy in King's death, former FBI

- files say they should be reviewed for : Vo2
. the tapes and a number of other files involving King's con- : :
tacts and personal life sealed for 50 years. . Ji Vﬂ’ “’1 ”"ﬂ“’mﬁ?mﬁvmwwﬂ?

HOOVER'S MEMORANDUMS—The behind the scenes *'a starting point if the Justice Department decides to reopen ..
battle over the King surveillancs cléarly indicates the impor- _ mm_- ; :

tance of the tapes. T ‘ - .
According to ““FBI Director Hoover sif’ ;o Pesimaster; Sead sddress changes (0: . |
bom Robert Kennedy with baleful memorandum sbout = - -~ ;& ., @]]8 mmﬂlt gml e
King’s association with Levison and other suspected Commu- | | ’.»};.5.- 4 by v 84
nists for several months before Kennedy agreed to the wires - Sy G et G Uy Ry T
19:2'. King.” | The following H;om memorandum “ &% 210 West Church Avenue -K.'!“‘.'“*‘-TN_ i
April, ‘was described as typical of those sent Kennedy: | 7 Y ! Y WAy
/ﬁ;"rhu h.u&:nhnrwmtlv received additional informa i w 5 (PRI s
showing the influence of Stanley David Lavison, a secret iy 3= ; !
ber of the C ist party, upon Martin Luther King | | | 3 Charles H. Smith 1l . g‘..ﬂ'.ﬁ&%?p':‘um
3r. You,will recall that | have furnished you during the past | -~ President and Publisher “ 0 d
e diagtine 513 S P T Mependenlb{(_)wned'/‘ﬂd p_el‘ﬂ!ﬂ,l
7% - Member of the Associated Press - ¢
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