from Tennessee, USA

- THROUGH huge, electronically looked ltaei prison

doors, and at last | am face to face with James Earl
Ray, ‘America’s most notorious and scontroversial

killer.

Although he has all the time In the world (like & 99-year sen-
sence), he has none to spare.

There are greetings, and then he is straight into action,

“ 1 appeal to you to help me get out 6f prison. Everyone around
these parts iz afraid of the truth. You, . an Engulh news-
paperman, can tell it the way it 1s.”

Which way {s it then?

“T was framed by the FBI for the mnrdn of Dr. Martin

Luther King, They wanted him out of the WaY.
_I am atill being denied a proper trial”

S0 began my strange
involvement with Ray,
wife Anns,

securl
'éogutharbg state of
Tennessee

He hnd' written to me
in London sa he had
lemauonnl fres

e g facny

on stag

gontemporary history,
T e it

- §O0 AWA AU

- tcial

fear, B
that legal moves are well
advanced,
on trial & later
{m yee.r with new

He mbends, he told me.
to subpoena FBI agents
who, he says, took. part
in the
King murder, It Is only
recently that his re-
search has obtained the
names, he claims,

He also claimed to me
that he is waiting for
the American Freedom of
Information Act tb
duce records which
neme the man who
pulled the trigger. He
doesn't expect It will
be his own name,

Well, we will see. But
a full trial, dominated by
Ray's celebrated lawyer,
Mark Lane, an explosive
Perry Masonesque figurs,
will rattle America's

conscience,
Anna, who married

I was set up.

ANNA RAY: ‘Ugly people.’

A

Ray In prison eighteen
months ago, is a charm-
ing blonde with dazzling
blue eyes, Bhe met me
at Knoxvllle, the nearest
airport, and we started
our drive out to Brushy
untain

Mo .

This is Tobacco Road
territory: the land of
moonshine and country
musle; at the heart of
the Bible Belt. .

We drove through Hiil-
bllly villages, some half-
empty since the coal
mines got worked out;
in places a desolate
nmle of crumbling

The  hideous
fluted wings of blg tinny
American cars rusted in
the damp alr &s they lay
sbandoned.

The American Dream
moved quickly on In this
part of Tennessee,

“Some llve In dirt-

. floor pover
a successful painter who
has a hi reputation,
“And I'm’ telling you,

some of the people you're

gonna deal with right
now are sure gut-ugly.”
B8he pulled the

' round & bend, and there

the rison was. and

ere inside the
rormidable buildings was
her James with whom
she has never lived as
man and wife, Brushy
Mountains 'i1s the next

lies & dank halo of mist.
Set right at the bottom
of one of the mount.alm
is the Penitentiary
it looks llke a cnrdhoard
castle.
Ray was sent there for
slaying on a Memphis

| hotel balcony twelve years

nfg last month
tin Luther Ei.n thu
black Civil Rights Fea
and Nobel Prize winner,
That killing brought
America to the verge of
civil war. Ironically, the
death of the propher. of
non-violence started.
erica's warst outbreak

Am
of racial violence,

Parts of Washington

, were set ablaze, and 168

cities rioted under the
black pall of arson, The
crack of the sniper's rifle
brought the death roll to
twenty with 21,000 in-
jured. Lootlng thugs
demanded an all-out
war to avenge the death

" gays Anna, .

B

Kinz. whom the
called " De Lawd.” ¥
All I.riggereﬂ off by

the soft slug Ray was
supposed to have fired
from the Remington
30-06 pump gun which
severed King's spinal
cord. Death was In

© minutes,

“ Everything could be
resolved this year,” Ray
told me In his Southern

He is_locked up in
-solitary. confinement

except for.one
huur each day:-

drawl. He Is locked up in
solitary confinement
except for one hour each
day ‘which ht’.-i uses to :j'lm
round .t.hs prison yar
This keeps him ﬂ trim,
and he knows that unless
there is a remarkable

 reversal in his fortunes,

he can't expect to get
parple before he is 80,

Priends of his told me
the twelve years in jail
had improved his mind.
Once he had heen a
petty crook acting out
an Alan Ladd cha-
racter with snap-brim
fedora along the main



Luther
King’s
‘killer’
points
his

finger
at the




-

streets of a hundred
faceless Amerlcan towns
with their blaze of neon
ndvertlsi.ng, loan shops
and hamburger parlours.
A sad figure, post-war
garbage, When we met
he retainedq some of the
dated Hollywood man-
nerlsms, and he reveal-
ingly sald: “I knew 1
had been set-up. The des-
{ttlon of the man did
fit me. I had a Dick
Tracey iype nose, and he
didn't.”

He sald: *1_admit I
art of a connpirn.cy.

Unv« mngly But
there Memphls md
what I wa.'l doing was not
lawful. I had been con-
tact.ed by & man ulled

acrosa r.hecu&n e

border to America.

“1 bought a ‘white
Mustang, and then he

alled me to Memphis .
k guns -
for shi;gment to Mexico.

1 had been buying

Raoul told me to buy &
certain type of gun, .
“But I purchased _t.ha
wrong one, and he sent
me back to get the right
one.-'This was the gun to
be used in the killing.
Astonishing If 1 was to
do the killing that 1
should go to the shop

twice, and leave my
nngerprlnh all over the
weapon."
According to Ray, he
was told to book into a
four - dollar - a-day flop-
house whereB the land-
iady, Bessle Brewer, gave
him room 5B—a lﬁ
cell with a bw-ridden
mattress, The lﬂ
bsthroom down the
had a view of the
Lorraine Hote]l in Mul-
berry Street,
Especlally of the bal-
oony of Room 306—the
roomg to be accupied by

. Dr, King and nis party,

Dr, had been
booke at.a.% at the
iday Inn ut this
hotel was white-run and
oocupled, and he was

" pressured at the last

minute to go to the Lor-
ralne whose owners and
cllents were all
Rar clalms at no 5tﬂ.ge
King's name men-
uoned to him, and he
didn't even know King
was going to be in Mem-
phis. As for the chnnge
of hotels, how could hi
E»uihly know about thm;
advance and be able
to book into the flop-
house ? Only King's own
y and the FBI
know.
As the time for King's

' departure

from this
Earth neared, Ray says
he wag sent another
art of town In his Mlu-
ATIE.
en he retumed to
the area., he found com-
motion in the wake of
the assassination. As he
was an escaped convict
on the run (he was serv-
ing & mrenr lent.ence
for robb & B
ket), he made elt
ga.rce by driving out of

WL
It was only on the car
radio that he learnt King
bad been shot, he says.
There were 8 -
enings in the wake
5 departure_Another
white Mustang ‘appeared
on the vement outside
use where the
most, mning evidence
of 1a.ll was discovered he
claims.
Rolled up In & bed-
spread from 6B were the
following items: murder
weapon, binocuiars, pair

‘of pants, ahavmg klt,

two cans of Schlitz beer
hair brush, radlo, pller
the local ip:nper — and
some cartr

All helonging to James
Wikt i Angeerine

REIpr

“It was the clusical
frameup. 1 been
spolted moqt.ha ’befoxe

wuk.on by
with® the” Mattt_on" day
night

He - claims was
tricked into plendlnz

" Ray: was: told:
you'don't plead

gty you'll
%~be harbecued':s*:

gxmy because he was
1d t.hn.t & deal] had
been made with the Dis-
trict Attorney for a lizht

tepce if he did
Ray had & pre'\lous

crlminll and prison

‘ dB was worn
down y llttle lleeg
“m;l’ he na.lly
he says,
w en rea.t.—
aned

IIH u
barggc sd "
Thp.t was slang for exs-

oution in the electric

chalr.
“My ‘light sentence’
was ninety-nine years I.n
ail | ¥ snorts Ray. "1

ﬁ been tlken for & _
down the

R‘ae n o
me year o & Con-
easionnl Select Commit-
on , Assassinations
heard evidence on the
Martln Luther King kill-

ey wncluded that
Ray had been the trig-
er man, and his two
robheu- John and-

men, - The
findings were not greeted
with universal approval.
For one thing, y had
not been able to cross-
examine witnesses, No
chargeahweraﬁtor h:l ;;
been, brou ag
John and f

The invest!aatlons for
the Commlittee had been
carried out by the FBI




MARTIN -
LUTHER KING

on the phone as a form
of harassment, .
“For on the day he
died he gave me instruc-
tlons that he would not
be with us much longer
-that

-no d
employed who was
violent. "
The Rev James Law-
e o e g o
() ng's, did one
thing which shows he
does not think that Ray
murdered his leader,
Lawson married Ray
and Anna in a ceremony
&t  Brushy Mountain

prison.

"I don't think Ray
kllled-him, He was set
up for it. He didn't know
what was going on.

“King was kllled
because  Hoover had
called him the ‘most
dangerous man in
Amerlca.'

“There Is the infamous
FBI Memo 27 which
savs that King is to be

JAMES EARL RAY: ‘I'm innocent,' "VWiMed, and if he



' -—nha very agency which
Fthe tlwaya claimed

Moat dutur of nll.
two businessm
m Bt, Louls were lons
since dead so they coul
gll no tales at the hear-

iut on earth
should t.he BI want to
rub out Klng the
Messl of the il.ck
'eople
, J. Hoover was
boss of 't ePBI (hedied

in 1973), and

for mearly fifty ears Ka
was renred for ruth-
less tactics, an e&merally

rega.r ded to be effectively
more powerful than the
President himself—

certainly, In_ domestic
affairs,
Hoover hated King,
This memo to FB
bureaux ?elt it out:

o

“Sulre Counter in-
telligence progamme.
Goals: event the
coalition " * oF militant

black nationalist groups;
two, prevent the rise o
u mesmzh who coul

#’ and electrify the
mil ant black nationalist
movement. King could be
a very real contender for
this position.”

The Vietnam War was
at its most bloody, with
Protests against US

'Klng' was stom

"mathy

bruta]ltﬂ lncom‘:etenca
and lack of morallt,
Now Martin Lubher
mping the
ry dema g equal
rlghts for the blacks. To
the John Wayne gung-ho
brigade it was too much.
And Into it steps this
minor character called
James ofarl ul}%ln n'g'r'fﬁ'
never got anything’
Did he pull the trigger
on the promise of a few
thousand hucks‘? Is he

%Bbr blame
possible way
Ee"ll get nuf, from behind

Possibly. But here In
Tennessee I have been
talking riant
people who would not
agree he was the killer,

The Rev, Ralph Aber-
took over the
leadership of the Clvil
Rights Movement after
King had died his
arms on the hotel bal-

cony.

He safd to m

" Ray has been made a
scapegoatl, I think the
FBI were .Involved on
the orders of Hoover,

“All our phones were
tm:fed. I think the FBI

communicated with
Martin to sa% he would
be killed, ey were
cruel encugh to tell him

cause that's -

can't be nul!iﬁed he 1s
t.o be destroyed.”

Mrs, Coretta King,
widow of the black
leader, has been voted
the Number One -Most

Effective Wﬂman Leader. .

he sald: Whether
Ray pulled the trigger 1.-.
open to doubt. The FB
wﬂlbnutn Ie}:1 us kgow
what rea y appene:

g death

is like the deaths gf
President Kennedy an'd
Bo by Kennedy.

" When the re: ers
and those behind them
get awWay, we must

wonder : ,who runs the -

oounl;ry?
‘The FBI even had a

sinister

. It 'was Zorro (he
was & legen masked
figure in the Old Spanish
West, popularised In & TV
series twenty years ago).

Lawyer Mark Lane puts
it slmply " James rl
Ray was the rabbit who

had to run
Hag the real Jackal
who stalked his prey
through the Dee If South
t-ot.he Lorraina otel yet
to be identifi

NEXT SUNDAY:

I witness the
harassment of
Anna Ray

code-name ~ for -

o dmy'?érwa?/ﬂ 04“‘07
0%~1/~5- moyyrup, hvdNOS

|




