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Dear Harold,
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/| Enclosed are some papers which I copied
f; James Earl Ray's suit against the FBI
W

- ago but never found time to send you.

IN REFERENCE TQx_

TR i e lETTER

A _mmxa—za_

~—goodtohmbu:tm : fmcannowdoaﬂ:v’thiﬁé“ith
1, expects to get any Fyd inﬂmmmthmxfnm1tbahaﬂczob

; east i parts «..He is also &

- and there was the briéf piece in yesterday's Post. He'll

“*““”“&ﬂmmt iﬁllhs:unnnaﬂzd:nithe;;rt\ﬁnralmngmmm‘ﬂm
dnhzt,pul H

SIGNED

-~ INTER-OFFICE []

FIRST CLASS MAl

HOW TO USE THIS

DAY/TIMER
Mv&_ LETTER TO SAVE TIME.

Type or write' your- reply in the space’ below. Then mail
the white copy to-us and keep the pink copy for your files.
You'll save time and effort, and we'll have ‘your answer
much fasterl Thank you.

10/27%~ Vintage Jimmy- great
effort to get tHa“tmmaterial =
ftﬂayﬂzmsafﬁnrreﬂnﬂngim

“have any FOIA interests when

I suggested them. e..There is

the possibility that JER was not

I was down at court one day a few monthi: dtlantathe day his laundry

records show he put it in, but :
nobody seems interested in pursying
'ﬂmt:ﬁhannmn'”'"“"tmapmudhtuxy.
...m new John records are m
“easl don't see how JER .
records. Thhaiaﬁmzthais

B o Fon T
pwﬁdnginzzmum:hztmn

ced the job he says he

i

SIGNED

RE-ORDER FORM No. B2352L @ DAY-TIMERS, Allantown, Pa. 18001
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United- States District Court June 25, 1979 Jznes E. B2 /7
District of Columbia B.M.P. ¢
Weshington, D.C. 20001. Petros,TN.37845.

in re: Ray v. F.B.I. no. 7¢-1279.

FILED
Dear Sir: JUL 2712739

JAMES E. DAVEY, Clerk
In reference to the azbove titled case, initially an F.0.I.
recuest by Plzintiff for Qeftain records psrtaining to the
Dr. Martin Luther King jr. case, since the plaintiff is acting
Lro =se, and in order to expediate the matter assuming the
government is acting in good faith in the matter of providing
plain®iff with the mzterial in centroversy, the pleintiff

respectfully makes the following suggestion:

That the F.B.I. provide the court with 211 of the
censored & withheld meterizl in controversy for an in-chzmber
inspection and determination as to whether the release of withheld
segments of said material would be inapproprizte under the exceptions

in the F.C.I. Act, or for national security.

Further, in order that thers be no nisunderstanding as
to the materizsl in controversy: What plaintiff has reguested from
the F.E.I. are burezu investigative reports delineatinz vhere
rlaintiff was located during the period comnencing March 30th 1968
and terminating Apfil 2nd 19268, e.g., nﬁne of Motels, if any,
plaintiff lodged in on said dates.

It would meke no difference whether the F.3.I. gathered
“Fis informetion in 1978, when plzintifs's representatives
comzenced invectigating the =mztter & the F.B.I. intruded thersirn or,
the original F.B.I. 1268 investipstion into sazid locations. Plointiff

cpceifiezlly refors to the FUB.T. 1969 investigotion heczuse i1 the

e
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F.2.I. in the inctant suit is merely reguired to divulge
their 1978 investigation it could in effect provide the bureau
with deniability if in the future the true locztion of plaintiff
2uring the aforemantioned meriod is determined to be other than

vhzt the F.B.I. now contends.

In addition, evidently it is standard procedure fer
the F.B.I. to canvas Motels over a wide area secking suspect(s)
vhsn ever z serious crime is committed that provides the burszu
vith Jurisdiction. ﬁccufdingly there would appesr to be no
question in the F.B.I. investization of the King case but what

the buresu( zfter lesrning Plaintiff was a suspest in April 1948
P 3

Intervier 211 Motel owmers/acnsgers situsied on route 2, ths

e

tein kichway between Birminghenm znd Yemphis,

The importznce of the rattsr ij controversy is thst both
the F.B.I. and 2 "Select Committez of the United Staztes House of
Representatives" investizceting the Martin Luther ¥ing jr. homicide
hzve publicly contsrnded pleintiff vaos in Atlente, 3sorziz, on
April 1, 1268, #nd thsrss=fier followsd D, Ting tc llemphis,
Tennessee, zfter he (King), announcel on /pril 1, 1968, his

cc: 7.S. Atty Gen. Respectfully submitted: 452:

7.S. Atty, D.C,
F.B.I.
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AT. roman X, cole.'k 10 Dctober 1978 C Jrmmes E, Ruy JE54L77

“: Shéwdff, Alcorn County BJLP. .
"“Corihth, Miszis-dpri. 38834, _ Petros, TN.37845. "
N
De:r Sheriff Cole=nn: =,

This letter pertrdns to the Dr. Martin Luther King jr homicide nnd
rclnted motter as follors:

On ipril 1, 1963, I checked into = Motel in Corinth, Missig=ippi, aond
departed the following morning., Until Juct_recently I cs-umed the
‘cuthorities kncw this conseguently I mever asked cnyone to check into

the m-tter. Noz I learn the suthorities belfieve I:wcs else where April 1st

My i-c:son(s) for this letier 4. to enjuire if your of ice has a record,
through perhsps - routine check of cars registered in Motels on the i
~foruoentioned d-te, of th: ~utomobile I was drivins. It was a 1966 Mustong
regictered under ke nore of Eric S. G-1t; Alabmm: t:p mo. B 8993,

Asno, -8 ueing lotels have 40 be licensed by the city or county in
Misdis-ippi, would either of thoes Governmeonts reculre lotels to retrin,
or Jurnish them to rct=in, = 1ist of the Motel Duests 7 poscibly for tox
Furpones. '

Fin-1ly -ny other infora-tion -bout the -bove sudject Ifron your of:-ice
would be very nuck cpprecicted, such as the 1968 Ozner of the Motel I
stryed in ( sec disgr-m ottnched), providing the Di-grro ecn be m-tched
with the Motel.

Sincerely: W
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FEDERAL BUREAU DF IKYESTIGATIOH
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATIOH SHEET

_As__ Pagels) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following stalements, where
indicated, explain this deletioa.

CZ] Deleted under exemption(s) &Y7¥D\' with no segrezable

malerial available for release W you.

[J  Isformatios pertained culy to 8 third party with oo reference to you or the subject of your request.

g

Information pertained only Lo » third party. Yoar name is lisied in the Litle only.

[0 Documentis) originaling with the following povemment agencylies)
Jwas/were fors arded o them for direct response o you.

————— Pagels) refened for consultation o the following govemmenlt agencylies);
as the information originated wilh them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the malerial o the FBL.

._A_ Page{s) withheld for the follovin;- reason(s): - . ‘
TorormaTior) PRevidEd on) p Crofidenride BAss

[0 For your informatioa:

ﬁ The following sumber is Lo be used for reference regarding these papes:

Yy-3%76)- (339

: . g DELETED PAGE(S) i

‘ . NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XX0COX : e ) FOR THIS PAGE X
XAXXXX . . e O0OMKXXXXANNNRNNNNX
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Mr. James Earl Ray - .- ©ea i

265477 ' CooeomT a0 )

Brushy Mountain Prison - L paos M -5 -

Petros, Tennessee 37845 o . _Re: BAppeal No. 9-1337

Dear Mr. Ray: LR i - : . '_-.-'_;.:."_.:' T v o s
You appealéd from the action of the Fedaral Burean of .

Investigation on your reguest for access to records taken -*--- -

in 1978 from the Southern Motel aftor receipt of information
from Sheriff Coleman and the file on the Alton, Illinois,
bank robbery. . . UL voig,

= T~ - .

: A, ; o - Sl s

As a result of discussions between Bureau personnel and =
members of my staff, a supplemental relcase of records is
enclosed. After careful consideration of vour appzal, I have
otherwise decided to affira the action in this case.

The bank robbery is the subject of one,Earea: main file
from which you have received or been offered access to all .
information with the exception of the identities of individuals
contacted by or who provided information to the Bureau. -
5 U.S.C. 552(b) (7)(C) and (7) (D). These partain to investi-
gatory records compiled for law enforcement vurpcses, the
release of which would, respectively, constitute an unwarranted
invasion of the personal Privacy of third parties zrd disclose
the identities of confidential sources. This material is not .
appropriate for discretionary release. Y : A% .

) There were no records taken from the SQHtﬁern.Mofel in - ..

1978. - Records reflecting the contact with Sheriff Coleman -t

are enclosed. The identity of the individual from ‘the Alabama ~
Hotel & Motel Association will continue to be withheld pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 552(b) (7) (C). This item canno: be the
subject of a discretionary release. : < P g
o e P gt v o =R . . o
¥our letter of June 12, 1979, expands the scope of your = .
initial request to include documents taken from the motel ’

S -, . .. s . . . [ =
1 23 a y - e - Y-
el - - - . 5 - s =
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1 prior~to I97B; as well as any materiil#.:eflectihg the investi-

———— 156B. . This .new request has been referred to the F.B.I. *With~™ =-

- You of the search costs. | - -t <X

" registered.

- the records you seek are located.

st - - = ° -

gation of your whereabouts on March 30, March 31 and April 1, —:

-respect to this new reguest, three readily retrievable documents-. = - -

concerning the motel records were located and are enclosed. - LT
"Should you desire a hand search of the files for other materials
on the motel records or on the investigation into your where- =

abouts, you need merely so advise the Bureau and it will notify f i,

- L3 Sy

. I wish to advise you with respect to all of your regquests
that field offices have not been searched for records, It . ...
would appear that the most likely location of the motel records
is the Jackson Field Office. It would be likely that a search
of that office would be less costly than a search at Head-
quarters. The F.B.I. also has indicated, with regard to your’
broad request for records concerning your whereabouts, that
virtually all information in the ninety-three volumes of the
King Assassination file would be included in this reguest.
Copies of these documents will be made available to you, if

You wish, upon payment of $2,177.40, the cost of reproducing __ .
21,774 pages. 1If you wish to have either Bureau Headguarters -
.or the Jackson Field Office searched for the motel records,
Please advise those offices of any aliases under which you

]

-

Although.I am aware ﬁhat youtﬁavé airedﬂy instituted suit

" in this matter, I am reguired by law and departmental regula-

“tion to fully advise you of your right to judicial review of
my action. Such review is available.to you in the United’
States District Court for the judicial district in which you
reside, or in the District of Columbia, which -is also where

Sincerely,

Michael J. Egan n° i
-. .Associate Attorney General S

Enclosures ) ' - L e - -
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Mr. Allen R, McCreight 17 Noveaber 1978 James E. Ray #65477
F.0.I.. Eranch B.M.P.

Petros, TH.3784%.
FILEDS

sy e mesTE
JUL e

Federal Bureau of Investigsztionm
Washingtonm, D.C...20535.

Dear Sir:

JAMES F. DAVEY, Ci=rk
This 1e a request under the Freedom of Informrtion Act as amended

( 5U.5.C. g 552).

I write to request all files in the below listed subject matter.
I am unaware of the name the files are indexted under therefore

I will be specific in my requests. I do know they pertain to the
Dr. Martin Luther King jr. homicide.

1) Just recently I wrote to Sheriff Edwin B. Colegszn, Sheriff
of Alcorn County, Missis-ippl ‘providing him a diagrem of a Motel
I stayed over-night in begining on 15t April 1968. The nzme of the
Motel 15 the "Southern% Subsequently Sheriff Coleman informed the
F.E.I. and the burea's Mis-is ipri office confisczte szid Motel files,
logs, registretion cards, ect. & zpperently told the owner of szid
Motel to dsny I wes ever a quest in the estcblishment, 4n Corinth, Miss.
I ber:by rezuest 2 phot-cory of 211 pzpers teken from s=id Motel.

2) Just recently a Select Committee of the United Stotes
Bouse of Representztives has accused pe of robbing a Bamk on July 13,
1667. The E:zrk is/was locszted in Alton, Illinois.
I heredbry rejuest-the informztion es follow in respect to said Bonk
Robbery: .

A. Coples of 21l statements made by Brnk employees who were
vitnes:zes to th: Robbery.

B. Recdds of ony suspects in the Robbery.

€. The tyre of Autooobile, ect., use in s5-id Robdery
if =ny.

D. The type of weapons used in s-id Robbdery.

E. Any other Documents in the F.B,I, files which would
clarify thie matter.

If you determine th-t sozme or ell of the requested inform=tion is
exezpt from release, I would eppreciate your advising me as to which
exe=~tions you believe covers the inform=tion which you are not

relecsing.

P. 1

‘a
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I 2m prepmred to pzy costs specified in your regul-tioms for locating
the requested files snd rerrodoing them; however, eE you know the
Anended Act permits you to reduce or woive fees, if that "is in the
public interest because furnishing the information can be considered

as primarily benefiting the public® T believe this request plaénly
fits that category in that I do not request szid files for any financial
gzin, resnle, ect., but to 2vail them to said Seledt Committee and the .
Free Pres- if the pres: wishes the Documents, Therefore I ask you- -~

to weive any fees.

As provided in the amended Act, T will expect to receive a reply

within ten workinr doys.
Sincerely: 9 Vaas® 2 f&b}

STATE OF T=ESSET )
COUNTY OF MORG:IN ;

Subscribed;nd sworn to before
me th.iszz day of Rovember, 1978.

My Cormiszion exaireajﬂlzdél /Z/QJ’Z .

Notcry publ

cc: Select Co=mittee

cc: United pres Intern-tiomal,




exempted from these documents, as well as from the documents
contained in Volume VIII of the HSCA Hearings pursuant to
the provisions of the FOIA, Title 5, United States Code
Section 552. The documents are listed numerically by the
numbers appearing in the upper right corner of each documentf
after which are listed the serial numbers as each document
appears in FBI files. 1In some instances there is no FBI
-serial number and the document is listed as "not recorded."
This means that the document is present in the file, but
was not assigned a serial number. The description of the
document, number of aqthnl pages and number of pages released,
description of material withheld and exemptions asserted
are also set forth. There then follows a cross-reference
to the appropriate portion(s) of paragaph (10), supra.

(12) Identification of Records Within the

Scope of Plaintiff's Request

(A) With regard to the FBI file system and the
processing of plaintiff's FOIA request, the following description
may be of assistance: Administrative, applicant, personnel,
general and investigative files compiled for law enforcement
purposes are maintained in the FBI Central Records System.

B notice describing.this system was published at 40 Federal
Register 167 (August 27, 1975). The FBI Central Records
System consists of one numerical sequence of files broken
down according to subject matter. The subject matter of

a file may relate to an individual, organization, company,
publication or foreign intelligence activity. Access to

this system is afforded by the FBI's General Indices arranged
in alphabetical order, consisting of approximately 59 million
index cards on various subject matters, including names of

individuals. The index cards fall into two general categories:




"Main" index cards and "See" (short for "see references
or cross—references‘) index cards. A "main" card carries
the name of an individual, organization, activity or the
like, which is the main subject of a file contained in the
system. A "see" reference card bears the name of an individdal,
organization, activity or the like, which is referred to
or indexed in, but is not the main subject of that particular
" file maintained in the system. Generally, "see" references
contain insufficient information by which a positive identification
can be made with a given name. In many instances, receipt
of additional information can assist in making a positive
.identification, or in locating the file in which the requested
information is maintained. Furthermore, it should be noted
that the FBI indexes neither all names of individuals contacted
nor all information received during an investigation. Only
those names and that information which is considered pertinent,
relevant and necessary for future retrieval are indexed.

(B) In response to plaintiff's request, a search
of the General Indices was conducted in order to identify
the records in the Central Records System determined to
be within the scope of plaintiff's request for information
regarding the robbery of the Bank of Alton on July 13, 1967.
As a result of this search, a main file was located regarding
the FBI's investigation into this matter. It was subsequently
ascertained that material contained in this file had been
published in Volume VIII of the HSCA Hearings. To determine
whether the entire file was included in this volume, a page
by page review was executed, comparing the raw file to the
published material. As a result of this comparison, seven
pages were found to have not been published and were subsequently

processed for release to plaintiff.

bty g




With respect to plaintiff's request regarding

the Southern Motel, however, the responsive records were
located in the Congressional Ingquiry Unit (CIU) at FBIHQ.
This was because the letters and attachments provided by
plaintiff to Sheriff Coleman were still being researched

and considered by CIU at the time of plaintiff's request,

and those documents generated between the Jackson and Memphis
-Field Offices and FBIHQ continued to be maintained by the
CIU concerning this matter. Since those particular documents
relative to this aspect of plaintiff's request had not as

of that time been forwarded to the FBI's Central Records
System for filing, the search necessary to eventually locate
these documents had to be accomplished by and within the

CIUu.

(C) Attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit

I are the documents at issue in this suit. Each document

has been assigned a number for identification purposes.
Documents numbered 1 through 6 concern records dealing with
the Southern Motel in Corinth, Mississippi, and Sheriff
Edwin B. Coleman of Alcorn County, Mississippi. Documents
numbered 7 through 9 are thos; pages of documents from the
FBI file on the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Alton, Illinois,
on July 13, 1967, which were not published in Volume VIII

of HSCA testimony. Documents numbered 10 through 25 are
documents dealing with the Alton bank robbery which were
published in the above volume, and in which deletions were
made. Due to the reduced size of the pages as they appear

in Volume VIII, copies have been made from the FBI documents

themselves.

- 10 -
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From my examination of each of the documents so
identified, I have concluded that every document was compiled

and maintained for a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

Hd Bl

on W. Bpekke
Special Hgent
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Subscgibed and sworn to before me this _ /3%¥%— gay

+ 1979,
) ;
Notary Pu c

My Commission expires M

Nty g




