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By .—E‘nc:._cxumx

" ALTON, Ill. — Madison County deputy Sgt.
_ Conrad "'Pete” Baetz calls his meeting with

and arrest of bank robbery suspect John
Larry Ray "like part of an old home week."
Baetz, a deputy sheriff since 1970, became

_ well-acquainted with Ray when he served as

a background investigator for the House Se-

Ject Committee on As- o
. sassinations, which -

looked into the assassi- -
nation of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Ray’s brother, James . .
Earl Ray, had been con-
victed of the crime and
the committee con-
cluded he had killed

d ; R Conrad Baetz:
interview Tuesday morning, said he and his
wife were driving on Hlinois 140 near Alton
when they saw a man walking on the east side
of the road: +

T théught T recognized him, and so I drove
around another time,” Baetz said.

Baetz said he identified the man as Ray and - -
° went to & telephone to calkthe sheriff's de-

Deputy: ‘Ray arrest
like old home week’

partment for assistance. e
"“Then I just waited in the general area for'
a backup,"” Baetz said. s on
Baetz said when the backup arrived, he’
parked his car along the highway in front of
Ray. When Ray passed the car, Baetz left his
car, drew his gun and ordered Ray to stop and
put his hands on his head. 2y S
A loaded handgun was found in-a shopping
bag Ray was carrying, but he was arrested
without incident, Baetz said. -* 0 %
“After we made the arrest and I told him
my last name, he (Ray) recognized me and
called me by my first name,” the deputy |
said. “'Iwas amazed —and so was my wife.””
"'We just talked about his brother and the
old days,” he said: o P
Baetz:had been an investigator with- the
hotise committee for about 18 months during
which.time he did extensive background re-
search on the Ray family. - e
He interviewed John Ray several times
when he was in the federal penitentiary in
Marion (1ll.) to serve an 18-year prison sen-
tence for the robbery of a St. Peters; Mo.,:
bank. Ray escaped from federal’ officials
months ago. M fadl T4
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