LIBERTY. i - The search ior
the mivsterious nwn who robbed the
Farnwers Bank of Liberty is in a

wemml' osald Adams County
Shedtff Hohwert Nall Tuesday

The survme] 15 the veseit of 4 mis-
takep sentily

Advms County State's Atlnrney

Rabn + Har <] & man menes
Famries vadoae o Uircero. was ques-
borest Lo fenne and provided an

adeguiate aah

Bt alse wald LaBue had a inous-
Lavhi atid guatee —which witnesses
st the robber did not huve

Null released u ve-touched pieture
of Tt LaHue —Wilinut The mnis.
tache and goatez — o the media
late Monday aftecnpon, but had to
rocalTTHe picTare when (he man wis
cluire!

A eampusiie pieture, drawn from

wilnesses  was released late Tues-
day morming

Wt and Ulinois Division of
Crinunal Investigation official Bill
Collins, still helieve a man named
James LaRue or a man using that-
name 15 the robber

INinms State Police officials say
they are discontinuing  their foot
search for the robbery suspect in the
wuonds anil fields wesl of Liberty and
heginning a more routine
mvesbigation,

The hank was rohbed of about
$15.000 shortly ufter upening May 30
A satchel containing about $11,000
way reegvered June 4 and identlfied
as being stulen from the bank

Persons who see a man resem-
bling the composite piclure — or
Aty suspicious people in the Liberty-
Mlams aten — are asked to call the

doseTipninns rovaded hy rabaery

St. Louis chief Criticizes

sherifl's oltice at 2234300

'Cc:mposlte drawing of suspect

silence on Ray escape "

ET. LOUIS (UPI) — Police
Chief Eugene Camp Tuesday
criticized federal officials for
failing to inform local author-
Illes that John Larry Ray,
brother of assassin James Earl

Ry, had escaped from custody

months agn,

Camp said local authorities
were unaware that John Ray
had escaped from federal ous-
tody in February while en
route to a St. Louis haliway

house until he was named in a
bank robbery warrant issued

Monday in Tllinois.
“There should have been
shime mention made 1o local

authoritles,” Camp said “A
guy with that name, I can't un-
derstand It."

John Ray, 47, was charged
with the $15,000 robbery of the
Farmers' Bank of Liberty, TIL.,
on May 30. Liberty is about 125
miles north of St. Louis, where
the brothers formerly lived.

Ray had been due to arrive
Feb 4 at Dismas House, a St
Louis halfway house for con.
victs, but he failed to show up.
He was scheduled to be paroled
April 10 from an 18-year prison
sentence resulting from a 1970
bank robbery at 1. Peters, Mo,

"Il he was supposed to report
here in February, he's. for all
practical purposes. an es.
capee,” Camp sald. It shows
4 shortecoming in (federal)
procedures,

. A spokesman for the US.
marshal's office in St. Louis,
which had responmbllity for
Ray's transfer to the halfway
house, said he did not know
whether local authoritles were
tuld of Ray's escape,

Ray and his brother James,
who pleaded puilty to the 1968
ll.yin} of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., were considered sus-
pects in a 1967 bank rohbery in
Alton, 1l Investigators said
money taken in that holdup
Mmay have been used to finance
the King assassination

Investigators said John Ray
was believed to be involved In
four other bank robberies, in-
cluding a 199 robhery of the
bank in Liberty, -

Several days after the |atest
Liberty holdup, a palice officer
chased a suspicious car in Lib-
erty but the driver escaped on
fool




