Cﬂ:}.",‘fﬁed Assassm James Earl Ray Seekmg C lemency

Tenn., Oct. 25 (AP)
— James Earl Ray, the convicted as-
sassin of the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr., is seeking executive clemency as
partofacontmumgaffortmhefreed
from his 99-year prison sentence.

In a letter last month to the state
Board of Pardon and Paroles, Ray
asked for an application to obtain an
executive clemency hearing. The board

‘recommends clemency candldates to,
 the gOVernor.

'“Without going into details at this
tame,lftheboardgrantameaheanng

1 will attempt to present to the board
exculpatory evidence and related mat-
ter, including those résponsible for fi-

-nammgtheMLKhommde, Ravsmdj
-in.his letter. .

‘Ray, 52, is confined at Brushy Moun-

:tmnStateronmPetrm,TannSmce
being sentenced on March 11, 1969,

Rayhaseacapedoneeandmreported
fohavamadeatleastthmeotherat-
tempt;tobreakqut i
';)n 'I*FA\HI‘- falfi g
In'August 1978, Ray testified befom
the House Assassinations: Committee

"1968, murder, but later recanted b

in an attempt to prove he was not at

the murder scene when the civil rights.

leader was gunned down in Memphis. &
Ray pleaded guilty to the April 4,

L
¥
plea,saynngmhadheencoercedﬁ‘omf

hearmg apphcatum. a ;
Alexander said though ;
hls press secretary that he rarelygrants p

executive clemency. _ {
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