
N
ew

 b
o

o
k: R

ay hopes authorities w
ill grant him

 a trial 
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C
onvicted assassin 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay claim

s 
he w

as innocent dupe 
of m

urder conspiracy 
B

y C
h

risto
p

h
er S

u
llivan

 
T

he A
ssociated P

ress 

N
A

S
H

V
IL

L
E

, T
enn. —

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay w

ill 
aw

aken on the U
.S

. M
artin L

uther K
ing holiday 

M
onday in his cell, a concrete cube w

ith no bars 
and a 10-centim

etre-w
ide glass slit for a w

indow
. 

T
h
en

, h
ell g

o
 to

 w
o
rk

 
T

he m
an serving 99 years at R

iverbend M
ax-

im
um

 S
ecurity Institution as K

ing's assassin w
ill 

resum
e his quest to prove he is innocent, a claim

 
he repeats in a new

 autobiography and in a pris-
on interview

. 
R

ay now
 com

bs the prison law
 library for a 

legal w
ay out H

e's filed a string of law
suits seek-

ing investigative docum
ents to build his case 

an
d

 is sh
o

p
p

in
g

 fo
r a ju

d
g

e w
h

o
 w

ill o
rd

er a 
trial. 

O
nce in court, he vow

s to prove he w
as a dupe 

of a m
ysterious m

iddlem
an nam

ed "R
aoul" in 

one or the m
ost spectacular m

urder conspiracies 
of the century. 

R
ay

's n
ew

 b
o

o
k

, W
h

o
 K

illed M
artin L

uther 
K

ing?, m
akes a case that his original guilty plea 

w
as co

erced
 an

d
 th

at h
e w

as n
ev

er an
y

th
in

g
 

m
ore than "a tw

o-bit career crim
inal." 

"W
h
y
," h

e w
rites, "if o

fficial A
m

erica is so
 

firm
ly convinced that I pulled the trigger of the 

rifle that killed M
artin L

uther [O
ng, is there so 

m
uch reluctance to allow

 m
e to have a trial and 

!Idly air the evidence?" 
R

ev. M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr.'s untiring travels 

to the flashpoints of the U
.S

. civil rights m
ove-

m
ent w

on him
 the N

obel P
eace P

rize in 1964 -
and in early A

pril 1968 took him
 to M

em
phis, 

w
here sanitation w

orkers, m
ost .of them

 black. 
w

ere striking for better pay and an end to dis-
crim

ination. 
H

e stirred a crow
d w

ith a speech that's m
em

-
o

rized
 b

y
 A

m
erican

 ch
ild

ren
 n

o
w

, d
eclarin

g
, 

"I've been to the m
ountaintop... I'm

 not fearing 
any m

an." A
fter spending m

uch of A
pril 4 plan- 

ning yet another dem
onstration he prepared for 

d
in

n
er, th

en
 step

p
ed

 o
n

 to
 h

is b
alco

n
y

 at th
e 

L
orraine M

otel. 
A

s K
ing stood alone there at 6:01 p.m

., a single 
rifle shot struck him

 in the head. 
In

v
estig

ato
rs tracin

g
 aliases an

d
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 
leads across continents arrested Jam

es E
arl R

ay 
in L

ondon in June. W
ithin a year of the assas-

sination , on M
arch 10, 1969, R

ay pleaded guilty 
to K

ing's killing. 
In his new

 book. R
ay now

 calls the court pro-
ceeding a sham

, but th
is sentim

ent is not new
. 

T
hen-U

.S
. A

ttorney G
eneral R

am
sey C

lark had 
said im

m
ediately after the shooting that a lone 

assassin killed K
ing there w

as no evidence of a 
conspiracy. B

ut. even as he pleaded guilty, R
av 

told the judge: "T
he only thing that I have to say 

is that I can't agree w
ith M

r. C
lark" 

T
here w

as a conspiracy, concluded the H
ouse 

of R
epresentatives select com

m
ittee on assassi-

nations nine years later. In
 1978, its report based  

on a tw
o-year investigation said R

ay shot K
ing, 

but that a S
t L

ouis-based conspiracy of racial 
bigots w

as behind the killing. 
R

ay com
plains.  that the com

m
ittee cut short 

his testim
ony and m

isrepresented w
hat he said. 

U
.S

. R
ep. L

ouis S
tokes, w

ho chaired the com
-

m
ittee, denies that, saying R

ay's book fails "to 
clear up all the inconsistencies that I developed 
during m

y cross-exam
ination of him

." 
S

tokes defends the investigation as thorough 
and exhaustive, despite challenges to its central 
conclusion. 

"H
ighly speculative," says P

hilip M
elanson, an 

arch
iv

ist an
d

 research
er w

h
o

 h
as stu

d
ied

 th
e 

K
ing case for years. 
T

he com
m

ittee also concluded that no federal, 
state or local agency w

as involved in K
ing's kill-

ing —
 notably exonerating the F

B
I, w

hose cam
-

paign of spying on, threatening and attem
pting to 

discredit K
ing w

as w
ell-docum

ented. 



"I have alw
ays believed that the .governm

ent 
w

as part of a conspiracy, either directly or 
reedy, to assassinate him

," says R
ev. Jesse Jack- 

son. 	
• 

. T
he com

m
ent' by Jackson, w

hd w
as am

ong 
those w

ith K
ing w

hen he died, com
es in a fore-• 

w
ord to R

ay's book, w
ritten at the publisher's re- 

quest 	
• 

. 
R

ay, Jackson says, t, :'m
aY

 or inay :  notihaV
e been 

part of the conspiracy... W
here I:do agree w

ith
.  

Jam
es E

arl, R
ay is that he deserves a full and 

fair,,trial, and 	
A

m
erican. people ,deserve to 

k
n

ow
:th

e tru
th

44 	
' • • 

Jacksork,also endorses R
ay's.  call for4federa.1 

special. prosecutor and the iinsp.aling.of!C
om

m
it-

tee investigative records M
int ,now

 are. closed to 
..the 	

the, year 2029.1,:".jr1:,  
T

he book's 05 pages'O
nly 'hint St-inkirers to 

the question of w
ho killed. K

ing', M
eyeri' ,L

ansky, 
and others in organized crim

e? Shadow
li,individ-

uals a$ the other end ,of L
ouisiana, phone ; ow

n-
bers he w

as.giveii.by .ltao
td,

',1,1t:*,ittfIllto 
M

any w
ho .have interview

edkR
aY

 	
_ 

 
those- 0vhO

! be I levet  hit4claini . tof ;inn:nonce 
sense:.thatthe's hiclitig;stim

e4t.W
hat4he',know

s. 
M

elansatr 
	astiiw

ailielP
ed;,biSeverat 

people before and.iafterithe-`assassinatiO
n; but 

thinks 'heves kept'at arm
's length by the plit# 

cipal conspiratots.1.4 	
• 	

I 
"H

e coU
ld'havebeeti-recrulted by people.ivho 

w
ere on the fringe,1 said M

elansixol don't know
 

that he w
as entrusted w

ith.enough inform
ation ... 

that he could yroV
ide.specifIcalhat,w

ould solve 
the ease!' 	

, ,;
 

A
t the pritioil,70..w

as'co'fin his responses tO
 

som
e 'questions • about' thel sources of aliases 

that turned out to belong te.real people he didn't 
know

, for exam
ple„ or about new

 evidence he 
m

ight present at. trial..;.i 	
N

ttl 	
• 

H
e w

as asked if he w
as revealing only enough 

to tantalize the public and get back into court 
but not enough to endanger him

self by giving 
aw

ay conspirators' identities. 
	

" 
"N

o, I don't think there's anythini.tb
.  that," 

said R
ay. 'T

his case is 23 years old. `T
'.he only 

problem
s I've had w

e
re at B

ru
sh

y M
ou

n
tain

 p
ris-

on," w
here he w

as stabbed by hunaterin ,1961,. 
A

m
ong the _things he does discuss,behieguilty 

plea. H
e entered he says, only after being sub-

jected to solitary confinem
ent ,for, m

onths. in a 
cell,)_vith ;constant surveillance. l l or 


