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Ifarchisk14, 1969 ....:. GENARAL INVeSTICRATIIM DIVISION 
The Director instructed that he be 

advised of the results of the interview with James 
Earl Ray. The 

attached sets 
forth :.: to go back to  

interview 
see Ray todaY. 

Jensents 	

with Ray. Jensen plans •-• 
The Director stated that he did not want 

4 
the results of the Interview furnished to the Department until he 

had a 
chance to Bee it. 

. 4 
If apravved, 

the attached Inf be prepared 
in proper forra 

fer
ormation will 

transmittal 

to AAG 
Leonard who has 

stated that be Is 
keeping 

in ciose touch with  
pressures 'wh 	

the Attorney General in this matte r in view of the outside 
ich have developed. 
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743D0111. BUREAU "' INVESTIGATION 
e. 3. DEPARTME OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICKI ')N SECTI • 
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. Callahaa_ 
ro,CLonrsd_ 

Mr. 111.1 "Y114- 	Mr. (3 

• MAR 1 3 1969 

31511ETYR 

• 
, 

f.$ , 	; 
. : 

0.4 
: 

.ei 

••'.-.?..) 
:4.3•. • 

IY.14,• .,5.);. 

:4.i -- • .t-, ., 

41-:-..:MURKIN 	/ 6  IsSSIOPT-OON 

:i 
•ii VOL  ..,,  

...„4  . 	? 	
-.- •it. irits.,,::. ...g;perf, ., "AT APPROXIMATELY TWO FORTYFIVE PM INTERVIEW WAS BEGUN WITH 7 .V.,•'"!'''':f • .,. 

k ot‘ JAMES EARL RAY DY. SAC, MEMPHIS AT .TENNESSEE STATE PRISON.. 'INTERVIEW :':.` Fr 	. ti- i. - 	- '• .CONCLUDED ArAPPRoxIMATELY THREE THIRTYFIVE PM. RAY ON ENTERING? *...:,:, 1 /4 41%.?,v,f,.., roal,;Y's.41,1' SAJD.. i  ., YOU .  RE  -NE GUY WHO TESTIFIED. ' I DON "I WANT TO TALK AtlP.42:-;•Ii'.• 

ak ,... 	. 

til3  1 .1,. Aff ;i . ; : ( .. ' ., . 	. 	
, 	

• 	• . q .1:zo -  — 

, 

:zy .-4 ... 

TO' .YOU OR .ANYBODY FROM THE FBI." RAY WAS ASKED TO SIT DOWN AND :.:;•eg:rf, 
..... 	

. 	- .,••••;5Y.' 1.;;., WAS.  ,TOLD IT WAS POSSIBLE WE HAD THINGS WE COULD TALK ABOUT.....:RAY.I.,-  t"•;.4. 
i,.. 	. . 	. 

..- 
• • --..." 	et,1:),•-.. 

-.SAID.,,71..M NOT GOING TO TALK ABOUT" CASE AS IVE BEEN MISQUOTED ,;f‘1=1.+1•• 

,,... 

	4,:91.14(4:,..... 
,',  "ENOUGH. ' .HE,yAS UNABLE TO POINT OUT ANY SPECIFICS WHERE .FBI.:HAD:0.1 r'',•''.  

ss. 
'Ni  • 	is . 	l't . ;;*-;:.;'!.;:.. . 	. 
AA i  . ;AVER MISQUOTED 11IM. HE WAS ALSO TOLD FBI HAD NOT INTERVIEWED -;; - 1 • ,..,:ty,• A • 

. . " 

, q 	

, "HIM SO IT 'WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US TO MISQUOTE HIM. RAY INDICATED :-- 4',.! 'Ir.!' 	' . 	• 	. 
. HE: BETTER .60..SACK TO CELL AS SAC WAS ONLY TRTING TO TRICK HIM '-' -• 

:vt r 
'INTO TALKIRfriDOUT CASE. -HE WAS THEN REMINDED/OF HIS GUI? 	P EA 

I,- 

,,,*--: - ' 	...._ . 	• 	- • t:  . 	 ' stEc 4_..  it / 1/ - 	,..v: .5-. 	A; .'.4.  N OPEi'UOVIT/AND WAS'ASXED IF HE • INTENDED TO CHA1161•4 Pr  - 
t SA M° O.. . 
;* 	k, ‘••14,,,` • 	1: ,!, . 1+ t,,;! 

• .1 

IM.',41,• •4  c 	..r • 	
' 

I".  • 	i 	 / is MAR 17 15!69,.. , ..Rit.:'440.,... ,  ,* 

i.l.' • :; - 

• 4,,"ii. ' • • ). '!e ,  -- .-L.F --: AY "•THklif CRITICIZED HIS,t1ATTORNET ART HANES,44v 'RE '..-..,e,ty, 	.. 1 	!. jh 
1.   .ii. •ANES WAS. ROT GOOD ATTORNEY AS HE REFUSED TO INVESTIGATE CASE ' 	'3-: 	.  % • oy ',. . 
4.:..,t' niC .- INTERJECTED THAT HIS ATTORNEY HAD HIRED INVESTIGAVpm l'0,:p ." - 	0•1-. 	• . 	

. ,I:r . ,,..L:',`, • - ..., :4i  
1 X- - 	. 

3-13-'69 DNDs . 	 , 
OR. (44-38560.. ATTN:..MR..:  AL ROSEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  GENE L INVESTIGATIVE' DIVISION • 

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

• 
• .1. 

1:4  ■ 

OF Mimi-T(14 1._■31- v) 

- • 

14.1114G; SR' 	4:"!;:`'• 
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Mr.'4u11Iraa__ 
Mr«;Taval____ 
Mr.1,Trotter 

Miss Ho 
Misa G 
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'r, .AGE 
•,, 

•'WHIt.  RAY REPLIED. "HE'S NO GOOD EITHER AND HE ONLY BEGAN TO!; ..' 
INYES IGATE A FEW DAYS BEFORE, THE TRIAL. 7  RAY STATED HANES REALLY ,• 91*, - ' 	-..? ••• 	. 	 . 	?7. .. 	 . 	, 	: , ... s 	!k,!, -'WASH 7T HIS ATTORNEY AS WILLIAH::BRADFORD MUTE HAD HIRED .HANEI Te''' '' ....I- 

' • ' 	- 	.: . ,:Alr, r 44C) ' 	 . 	 , . • ., 	. 	, 'N7•GO TO, LONDON TO ACT AS ATTORNEY .FOR' .RAY,, .IN RETURN FOR STORY ' •-... -..f.1';.', =:,-.• 

HAD TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 	CONTRACTS OUT. RAY SAID HE''.'. 
..• 

	

' ' ' l'.' 't:':-.• 	. It  'ALSO SAID PART OF .HIS CONTRACT WITH FOREMAN WAS THAT RAY' WOULD,;:. :::..!'., :i'' , - 	. 	
., 	 , 	• 	.- .. - . 

.•,,t4407 'EMBARRASS FOREMAN IN COURT. . WHEN ASKED IF THAT IS WHY HE '.,;■-., !,. . 	: 	• .1-.... 	.11 %:.. 
...kj  

• .• 	•• 	,. 	. 	• IP  SAID NO MORE IN COURT WHEN HE ROSE' TO MAKE COMMENT, RAY SAID- HE :V.Z .1... !,.... 4,,.   
..e..' -, 

HE THEN BECAME CRITICAL OF FOREMAN, SAYING HE WOULDN'T ' •.. 
I 

INVESTI1ATE HIS CASE EITHER. ',SAID 'THAT FOREMAN,-CAME TO HIM 
'WITH A NEGATIVE ATTITUDE, SAYING -YOUR BEST DEFENSE IS TO PLEAD 

,m ,GUILTY OR YOU'LL GET THE DEATH SENTENCE. 	RAY INDICATED DIS 
.!:.SATISFACTION WIT HIS PAST ATTORNEYS. HE SAID HE WAS TRYING TO.'  

- I. 

• • 

CONTRACTS.' • RAY WOULD NOT. AMPLIFY ON CONTRACTS BUT DID STATE 

'HADN 'T RECEIVED ANY MONEY ON ANY OF THESE CONTRACTS YET. HE ALSO o*4‘i 
HE HAD CONTRACTED WITH PERCY FOREMAN REGARDING POSSIBLE SIORY.,;:fd4.■ :̀•.c ..  • . 

WOULDN'T TALK ACOUT IT ANY MORE. * 

END.:PAGE 'TWO 

f." 	• 

GET AN ATTORNEY IN GEORGIA NOW. HE REFUSED TO INDENTIFY THIS 
ATTORNEY.. (SAC MAD PREVIOUS DISCUSSION WITH WARDENLAKE 
RUSSELL AT PRISON AND WARDEN HAD ADVISED RAY HAD TOLD HIM HE . 	, 	• 	. • ,1/4; 	; 	• 

.;■,17/101113"/ 	it;' ;,R, • 
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.  WAS ' ?yu NG EFFORTS TO GET''J . ' B.. STONER ,.; MU ATTORNEY IN GEORGIA ,•,. ov.i.  t•1  .•:. 

.) Nol 1- 	r .* 	• 	. 	+• 	. ' 	' • 	• 
I a REPRESENT 4.PIM.I'J; B.YSTONER WELL1NOWN,FIGURE IN VARIOUS, WHITE '!.....-.: 

.,..t 	- 	• 

	

ATE GROUPS' IN GEORGIA .) 

1 	
B.' 'STONER 	

: .• 

i~

. • 	r • 	" , . . 	• 	!, 	_ 	. 	,....,.. .i.,%1!4.; ....ti.,iiiii 
• • 	• 	.• 	.. 	• 
• , . 	. , ,.,.. 

 . 	. 

• • 	' 
• i .1, ,or.- 	. • •,... "._., rt.,•• . 

• , 	. 	■ 	•• 

7 li r' . 	• 

CASE. HE ALSO SAID HE HAD LETTER PREPARED TO SEND TO SENATOR 
EASTLAND AND THEN IN ABOUT TWO OR THREE MONTHS HIS CASE WOULD 13E.*:,,,:44 

v- cLPRED UP 	HE INDICATED HE MIGHT THEN BE WILLING TO SIT DOWN :ii,!,1114:4i,' • , 	 •••";:, AND DISCUSS THE CASE FULLY . 	 • 	• . 	. ':•.+:1! ,”:. • 
ADDITIONAL SMALL TALK OCCURRED AND RAY BROUGHT Uf FBI TV',' 

iERIES. HE WONDERED WHY Fin ALWAYS HAD TO LET THE CRIMINALS 
DRAW FIRST BEFORE. THEY. WERE SHOT. HE WAS TOLD THIS IS ONLY 
CONSISTENT WITH THE FACTS 	OUR %WEAPONS ARE USED ONLY IN SELF ., 
DEFENSE. :HE ..EXPR ESSED SOME SKEPTICISM. HE THEN ASKED IF FPI: 
■04. 	• 	• 
THOUGHT HE WAS STUPID E HOUGH TO LEAVE HIS FINGERPRINTS IN THE r. • 

t 	• AREA WHERE A• PUDLIC FIGURE WAS KILLED. HE WAS ASKED IF HE WAS 
;MING'. TO. TELL SAC THAT SOMEONE PLANTED HIS PRINTS, AND IF SO 
PHIS 	 - .STORK WAS GETTING -THIN AND SAC WOULD LEAVE. HE THEN RA ISEV-.. 

NOT EVERHAVING BEEN. IDENTIFIED IN A 

: 	• 1f . • • 
• 

Z.- 

:11A1( ALSO. SAID HE DIDN'T WANT TO .TALK ANY MORE ABOUT 	
" 	 4  0 
 • 

• 	• , 	 • 	
, 	• - .• 

- 4 . 0: P::t • 
• A NY THING,. AS HE FELT HIS ATTORNEY WOULD BE ABLE TO REOPEN HIS, 3. 

.:•4 
•• 4141?", 

• ,„At itC,  

• t 

44.  
SOME.eUESTIONS'ABOUT 

,"q„).---  END PAGE ROME • 
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:PAGE: OUR f 	 . 
••,!.:4-..14..ttt. • • -' ••••• 	 Y.v..4 	• 	7 	f••.,1;  ,..• 	 f% 	. 

'LINEUP rAND •  WAS .  NOT SURE THAT ANYONE: COULD IDENTIFY HIM.•,..HE.THEN4••?...:1•f.,, 
\INDICATED—HE HAD READ IN A CANADIAN PAPER .THAT ONE CHARLIE 

• • ; t STEPHENS COULD PROCAI3LY . 	 IDENTIFY HIM AS HE THOUGHT 1,.•  • 	
.77 4.A.k... 1)? 

CHARLIE 'STEPHENS HAD A 'GOOD LOOK Al HIM IN ROOMING 	 DID:1;,;r1'^. • • • , • 	
• 	•:., 	 , •:t- • 	•.'+ ••••7 	 4!;•3 tNOT:, WANT TO DISCUSS THIS FURTHER 	 7 	

;• ": 
1.1 	 '•' ' ••" •*. 4. 

.,..-11.• elt;  HE THEN FURTHER CLAIMED THAT. NO ONE HAD IDENTIFIED HIM 	4' 
. 'f • • • 	 • WITH A PHOTOGRAPH UNTIL.XE MADE SOME PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE ON 	. 7 	* 

;THE. WEST COAST .• THE ABSURDITY • OF THIS STATEMENT WAS POINTED OUT 

	

••• 	 .1 	• " 
,TO HIM .AS HE KNEW THE STATE HAD SEVERAL WITNESSES WHO COULD 

IDENTIFY HIM. 	
„. 

• 
.• 	.• 

;;'• 1 HE WAS ASKED IF HE DIDN 'T WANT TO TALK ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE, '.  

fr''SUCH 	HIS'  TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS. HE SAID NO, • 
tr 

kiiTHAT HE HAD MADE A MISTAKE GETTING MIXED UP WITH STEIN. HE SAID, 

STEIN ' WAS ONLY A HIPPIE. 	HE WOULD NOT JALK FURTHER ABOUT 

	

1,t 	 OTHER CISCELLANEOUS MATTERS COVE:7ED WITH RAY INDICATED • HE 	• 
},SAID HE NEVER RECEIVED A PROPERTY .  RECEIPT FROM BUTLER OF SCOTLAND .; • '• 

4' .YARD „ WHEN ARRESTED .THERE. HE SAID THIS RECEIPT MIGHT BE OF 
l • 	• 

VALUE AT SOME FUTURE DATE. HE REFUSED TO CLARIFY THIS. 

' RAY 'WOULD . NOT AT ANY TIME DISCUSS CONSPIRACY OR ANY ASPECTS ,/ 
- 

oF„:1 . HE' CONTINUOUSLY CLAIMED THIS WOULD 3E MATTER FOR HIS • • 	• 

END`' GE FOUR 
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2,E MADE TO SEEK SECOND INTERVIEW IN 
- • . t 

• 

f 

44' , ji: .,". 	7 
' 	. 	. 	• 

r-' 	 • 

P-■•• . 	•!. 	• • 

. 	

: 
..0,-.140E:FIVE c, 	 0  . . 7.A. ' 
.• IATTORNEY TO HANDLE AND POSSIDLY SENATOR EASTLAND'S COMMITTEE.' . . 	AjA0Qhle(1  aer4tRAL 	 if --.• 

,, 
„; . 	.. 	• 

NHE ALSO LIPRESSED,DISLIXE FOR FORMERYerCLARK BECAUSE OF'HIS .14,4i . 1., 
),c 	• 	

, 	• . 	. 
/FAO ENTS BUT WOULD NOT CLARIFY WHAT STATEMENTS. HE DID, HOWEVER..;A: SAY,A OUTXLARK,THAT IF HE WAS SOFT ON CRIME AS THE NEWSPAPERS '' 	,,,7:- ' 

,-• • 
't!pl. c• 

'.t$OMETIME REPORTED THIS WAS OKAY. 	 , • - j.-• , 	''''.4 

. , 
t 4.- 	4' 	 .. 	• 	—. 	 . 	_ 	

• 	•• f It .•• .•, t• 	- 	
r.it....;) ' 

• ' 	• ". ''''sf:•.,V4 1/4 • 

: 	- .... 	.4 	. • . • • 	• ! . 
..13AY:'.'SAID :HE.  DID NOT WANT ' TO .TALK 'TO..FBI BECAUSE , ALL THEY,: WANTED".10•':. i:w:::!•; 

. ' ' 	'1••••• ';=111r;'1;I:- 

• ' - -'• Ct•_„ :..... 

... .,..1;10.:WAS. TRICK HIM. :RAY AT CONCLUSION OF INTERVIEW SAID HE ;DID•-.'1A4;•.04+, ;.!.  11102... WANT TO TALK TO ANY OTHER AGENTS AT THIS TIME. HE WAS :FOLD 4'.!ill". T. ■ • • 	... 'fil ‘-, 61.4.-•...  ..... 	• 	. 	...... 
THERE WERE 'TWO OTHER AGENTS WITH SAC .• HE DID MEET THESE TWO' AGENTS .',1:,:•' . 
VN , ..,• • 	.• 

	

usrmlioa TO-BEING RETURNED TO HIS' CELL. HIS PARTING COMMEN%:..• 	'  
 ,, • • --.. 

VHEN GOING THROUGH CELL DOORWAS, ':TAKE A GOOD LOOK AS YOU .' MAY SE ....:;. 
.ti.d...'.. • 	. J 	-.. • . .. 	

.... 	- 
i:i *".... 	. 	- • 	, 	. 	 .-. 
LOOKING FOR ME AGAIN: 	 ....::. %:-: e% 
. tr:::.2 . SAC TOLD RAY THAT HE WOULD RECONTACT HIM AGAIN TOMORROW •.4.•,6 '...• 

•1 	.. 
MORNING AND 'PERHAPS • WE COULD AGAIN ENGAGE IN SMALL TALK. RAY. • 't 
tel.-. 	. 	

' • 	'.. .., 	7:- 
;SAIE ;MAYBE: I:WILL NOT TALK WITH YOU AGAIN.' . 

	 . :i- •• 
ARRANGEMENTS WILL 

• .111.. WITH RAY. ▪ . •  
Na. PAGE FIVE 

• , : .,••1 :  

"4: ' • k:',A4 -Z;;,4„.. 

AT THIS TIME SAC ASKED:RAY IF HE WOULD ROT LIKE TO MEET . 	• 	• :PAIR, OF,' ASSOCIATES OF SAC., AGENTS JOE• C.• HESTER . AN.D - 	• 
. 	

. 

.'•.• 

1.• 	: , A 	',, • 
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IV :: 	' 
,I N ADDITION    . "

.' I11 DISCUSS / ONS WI TH: WARDEN 'riuSSELL , ' SAC .REQUETED:IV i'' . 
q.::-`,. .. 	,   

a, 

,,,,fiN'■ '-' 
iXHATi VISIT OF FBI TO-TENNESSEE STATE PE NI TERTIARY .SHOULDi'BE .4 HELB7P1 .:-.;; 

 
. 	, . . 	. i• 	•.,,, . !,,,.11. ao: 	s....,„ 

it V 	E NTI AL a,. WARDEN INDICATED:HE WOULD DO SO BUT.. OF COURSE ..;:;AV, :• 44'0. r f  ) 
..it,..:v. 6 ..• 1.14 

qTORY-WOULD STILL GET AROUND IN THE PRISON YARD.: 	P.;.:' ' .:';' . -: .:+eil. 

•̀ ..... 	.',. 
'f ;'  I. 
	•  
I:4: 

, f • ' 	ki..g.-  o.,;  i 	 4 	 - • ..'i • 	'-'/: 	'' 

..!. 

w
i 104 t.' r ..,1. /A 	• 	. • 	.,. 	 .. 

'3" ;•? BERT: ' 
1"..4...• . , . 	 ...., 	 . 	..".....1.:74:;, 7 • 

. 	 • • 	'‘•• ' - v •:. • • 

ik'FB/ . WASH 	- . , „ DC  

- •• - 	.• ' 
-(,:....-

▪ 

	
• • 	. 
• .,... 	 ' 	 ., ' 1 ' ,;:•. -  

• •• 	,a!•''... : "2,1  `" 4.' ' I ..' • '1' 

	

 •,' 	. 	.... 	• 	 -. . 	 ' 	••:, •••"1". 	•••,.."-•, ' : . 
4...- °' 	', ' ' Is 	4 • I , 	.. 	-; • 

. 	•r --.. 	,• 

	

•• , ' ' 	 . . .4:1 	..; 	 1; 	' 
• .-1 	 • • • V .4  

t ■ N',. r-47. 	'.

.. 
	' 	„ 	' .- 	 ' 	• 	4  . 	

- 	•••• , 	;, it • ,.'•::  
41. -• 	i 	••• 	• i 	; ,e.., . , • . 	' 	.' • •• 	

1 , ..., . ..■ 1 . 4,110,1! • 	
ii*. ":-. 

i.: 	I 	o: 6" 	, ' 	• 	,e.i.  .*: ? 	 % • • 4A ....rc Iv .
• 	: . f e.r!r•ft T" 	 ita-.- 

. 	„.., 
4 	• 	' 't • • • . • • 	.•-c.  4: ,'''',:tk ..1 '!,...:•.-  . ... 

	

AGE SIX 	. -5,-'.-:-z. .Y. , ., -.... :re.... I ..ola ;;,./_.,,I 4,-.t. ,,•... 4.4. . : ...! .4.•Jr 	•••• 	
''' .• 

'• 

-" 7  -RAY "S COMMENT ABOUT TAKING A ',GOOD LOOK , WAS SPECIFICALLY, .:',.,;;3;':.!..*: 

• . 	,. 1 	%. 4,,;..  .. 	. . 

c. OINTED 'OUT TO THE OFFICERS " ON .:DUTT'''Itil THE MAXIMUM SECURITT,I'''....,...,  0.4:.,.!;'..; 
. ':f.. 	-')•.,4 ....!..-,. ,•.,. 

... 	••• ' 	. 	e   	. 	. 	' I: 	'..• 	'' ' ''. 	- : 	. 	' • 	- 	. 	,„:-,;! 	' .1 :..;,..;:. SECTION AND. 
 .IT . WAS .SUBSEQUENTLr•POINTED . OUT :TO . WARDEN :RUSSELL o'i'Sj

ig .*'41.:1'-' 

' 	• " •••• 	 ." 

, 	a , • 	-•• 

• .,•0•4  1... ••/ 
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• • . 
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