| March 21, 1969 - . | )
‘ GENERAL INVESTIGATT DIVISION

This is the case involving the
" murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
The attached sets forth Statements
made by one of the local officers

—c—~ - —— - — T-regarding the conversation that took
%g;%f.f?.-j-;‘:g*z a;Place between James Earl Ray and the
%‘ﬁ{;’ﬁﬁm ay during

Pl 6 .4o0fficerswho accompanied R
) > transfer from Memphis to Tennessee
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...... - "State Prison, Nashville, Ray stated : ) P
| that about 90% of the information = :
: appearing in "Look"™ magazine (written 5
f by William Bradford Huie) were lies. o, 2
i __Ray compared the British Jails with the\h.‘d 1‘{ﬂ31‘%i3"* iy
T Ry e v, c.Shelby County jails and Stated a | , & I
I o Ay ;¥ "Federal man" had the Shelby County &
: -1jail windows boarded,
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The reference to the "Federal man"
i apparently pertains to U. S. Bureau of
E Prison personnel who consulted with

| local authorities relative to Ray's
i
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incarceration at Memphis,

Attached statement being furnished
ATERE A A T .:to the Department,
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_ The aye I‘III‘|'(‘L'.-§L,‘|I lwo copies of Fapart "ol Daplain SICHARD M. ok
DAWSON, one of ihe oiTicers who accompaniod RAY du ‘

rinr his

Franstor. Trom custody of Memphis,

Lo Lhe
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the Sherirf's Doepaciment,
Tennessee Stalte Prison y Nashvilloe,
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ategions of RICHARD M. DAXNSQN, Comsain o7 =l Tadi. s 1 R o (o
JdotTas, sxation gt Jackson, Tu“‘bﬂubb. Dbt R, T esdnitid
veaesas's Qfvice at 11: 10-&. enday, . e Al .
Quaestioned by John L. Carlisic. by Ty
v # * X * “ (5
Aclative to the JAMES EARL RAY case.
W R * * & FZ P
Q. Japtain Dawson, on thc morning of Ha*ch 11 1069, did e, e
sther officers of the Tennessce lighway Pat: 201, ATCCONTL.] il
Eaxrl ﬂny to the btatc Penitentiary at Nashville?
N NS S1r, T dld.
Q. Would you name the officers that accoppanied you and relaots
cay discussion as you can recall between! nay ans any of ac
officers
A. Yes sir., We assumed custody of Ray at’ apnroxlﬁa.c;v 3:20 A.M.
in tha liighway Patrol Station on SUWMhr Avcuuu, i <
was placed in the rear scat of the automobile.
iofk, Co“nlssloncr O'Rear was on his rlo“;. b
“cGuire drove. Deputy Commissioner Bud [iontos 5
on the right., 'I recall some...for the £ivst 1§-20 tisussw,
there was very little conversation. As we contizued Gt ey
made some remarks concerning the landscane. and scenevy.
Temember asking Ray that yesterday was his ‘birthday aad he
looked like he had celebrated it with a bang.” e sa'q,'hcll,
ves uerdav wasn't my birthday. I've lied to ;%c“ S0 mugh Loy’
don't know when I was born,..or words toithat effecsdly I :
rcrewbcr Inspector McGuire as\lng Ray: then. if ::c aysxCles iz
Loox Magazine perualﬁln" to his case wexé 'in factiEiughi i Xav
cspaﬁdcd...holl no, about 90% of it is lies and lHuigimow knows
about the time that I was in a mental instiszu uriow @RdiTiundérs
stend that his next article is p01ng TQ -5aY That- Thfiesasie 7
2lso remenber McGuire asking Ray if he.had heen inlNgshviils
vefore. Ray' said that is where the Grand Olc Opry is, isa's iz
I don?t vemember if he said he had or hzad no: bheen dn.Nashvilie
sut: “-eaid he had not been to the Grand Ole Opry. I somenbor
Ray ask _np me, if I was with thc priscn. 'I' told Aim Roiand. f
zske d why. He :said I was WO1duTl“ﬂ 1f 1e;al serviges.are avail.
Ble in the State Pen. Commissioncr O'Rear o*q “*m would o
to take that up with the warden of th institut . Foronhay
Ray saying :Hey had not treated him ba 61y in Syt
Jail other than the damn Federal man had had Bggda
up and he could not see out or gct any rrgsh & eXSap
ion of what was blown in and it mads him foo & a
co‘d all the ‘time. I remember asking Ray how eMy -
cempared to the confinement facilities in_Erq ZEd in
Znnland they had two types of jails, one befor Z el
after trial and that the one befo: ¢ trial was : UE ng /
undcerstood the other one was rough ‘as hell, CCTD e o
saying that he. was trylnn to get to Africa, but s L /
riots were poing on in France and he Nad gond T T MR T
wis' unable toget a boat to Africa; but heard he could ae:
oG in uTUhSOlS 50 he returned o Lnrl“nc intendiny g o T
serussels, .Heisaid he had run.outr of mofity, and that he had
intended to go to Brussels and get a boaw o Africa " pocall :
S0MC conve*s«tian and I don't know who asked bnu quasrion, Sous 18
cerning getulng the passports 1n Canada and also tholponcion autgif
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