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March 21, 1969 - 
GENERAL INVESTIGATE DIVISION 
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther Ming, Jr. 
The attached sets forth statements made by one of the local officers — 	7----.F--7-■'-'regarding the conversation that took 4- 	• •• 4: • ;PAL. 	 place between James Earl Ray and the 2'44-41..rA'ac - officerS who accompanied Ray during -4 >, somi -6imm ,„,,,„,„,,„,transfer from Memphis to Tennessee State Prison, Nashville. Ray stated that about 90% of the information appearing in "Look" magazine (written by William Bradford Buie) were lies. Ray compared the British jails with the ,-Shelby County jails and stated a 

•',-""Federal man" had the Shelby County jail windows boarded. 
___ 	 The reference to the "Federal man" apparently pertains to U. S. Bureau of Prison personnel who consulted with local authorities relative to Ray's 

incarceration at Memphis. 
Attached statement being -7-3.! .A....,...::-...,:t.0 the Department. 	
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There :ire enelw4ed 	copie:3 or vep(irt. or ,:apinin .t1CliAJZ.1) IlMil;:j0N. UM' Or OW (1 VI !VC i'f4 Who accompan 	 clnrinz h is t rail:AFC r. run; tnei totly of the Sher fl, 	Dcpa Went 	Month is , to the 	 State Prison, Nashville. 
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of RICHARD 	 -z• 
, station at Jachsoa, 	 ta, 

OCCice at 11:40 A.. on Taal:day, Mara:. 
Questioned by John L. Carlisle. Ty7ed by 	.e.crazt:, 

* 

Relative to the JAMES EARL RAY case. 

Q. Capaain Dawspn; on the morning of March 11, 1969, did yoa, —•. 
atacr officers of the Tennessee Highway 'Patrol, accom7a_y 
Earl Ray to the State P,cnitentiary at Nashville? 

A. Yos sir, I did. 

Q. Would you name the officers that accompaniel you and 	.a:a 
any discussion as you can recall batween'%ay aac. any of zhe 
officers. 

A. Yes sir. We assumed custody of Ray at'approximazely 5:20 A.M. 
in the Highway Patrol Station on Summar.Avenae, :.:emphia. He 
was placed in the rear scat of the automobile. : aaa on his 
left. Commissioner O'Rcar was on his ritht. •fnaector `.!ickey, 
McGuire•drove. Deputy Commissioner BUd'iiopzon sat in tha 
on the right. 'I recall soma...for the ,first 15-20 n.i.autes, 
there was very little conversaaion. As we contiaae,:. 
made: some remarks concerning the landscape and scenery. : 
remember asking Ray that yesterday was his birthday and ha 
looked like he had celebrated it with a bang. He said,.aell, 
yesterday wasn't my birthday. I've lied to them so mach they • don't know when I was born,..or words to that effect. : 
remember Inspector McGuire asking Ray then if the articles in . .1% 
Look Magazine- pertaining to his case were in faca 7:71.17.:1. Ray 
rasponded...holl no, about 90t of it is lies and :iuie'aow ktows 
about. the time that I was in a mental institution and.; under- — 
stand that his next article is going to say that I'm crazy. 
also remember McGuire asking Ray if he had been in Nashville. 
before. Ray said that is where the Grand, Ole Opry is, isn't 
I don't remember if he said he had or had no: been in Nashville.. 
but he said he had not been to the Grand Ole Opry. I .remamber 
Ray .asking me. if I was with the. prisoa. 'I told him no and 
asked why. He said I was wondering if legal services are avail.. 
ble in the State Pen. Commissioner O'Rear told him he 	- 
to take that up with the warden of the institution.  
Ray saying they had not treated him badly in the Sheny 
Jail - other than the damn Federal man had had - the windows hoare 
t.:7 and he could: not see out or get any fresh air with the excep-
tion.of what was blown in and it made him feel like he had a 
cold all the time. I remember asking Ray how the ci1 here 
compared to the confinement facilite in,England. Ee said in 
E-agland they had two types of jails, one before trial and ena 
after tz-ial and that the one before trial was no: ;)a.3.,nut He / 

:4 	understood the other one was rough as hell. I remember him 	__ a 
saying that he was trying to gat to Africa, but the 
rIo:s wereFoiiion in France and he had fr.nno ro 

unable to get a boat to Africa; but heard he caul:. gez 
an: in Brussels so he returned to England intendin to get za. 
-:;russels. .11e said he had run out of money, 	 had 
intended to go to Brussels and got, a boat. ;o 2.17rica. 	: 
:;one conversation and I don't know who asked the 	 zon-#' 1 
c(;rning getting.  the passports in Canada and also the mention 
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Stnte.leat of RiCNAftD M DAWSON Pnre 2:  

that one of them, we understood, wns;:n the 	." efficer and he lauer.e.: 1..enrt!:7% 	he mnde no reference to the crl;:e itielf 
 if he wou:d-he placed in a ce:1 or he alln 

n.1-1 he was to:d that he sho-,;14 tnke t%is 
a: the instittion. Re incl.:e -zd ihnt he .%; 

hir. in a coll. I recnI1 thnt he snid =.2SSCC! tn-1 and if it was to do over, he wou:d aot gt:iity to :he offense. We arrived at zhe 	 az 6:06 and Ray was released to tha prfzon 

7hat's all, thank you. 
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