Tear Jim,  Ray, but not of sunshine 2/13/77

Figuring these types is never easy. It is less s0 with the obvious deterioration
in Jimmy®'s though t processes. This is further complicated by the fact that all of them
have obvious emotional problems. Then there is never any way of knowing when Jerry is
being honest and when he is living a part in a self-conceived pley that exists in his
head except when he is in touch with me,

¥hat I em getting at is whether you want to force issues now and get out or whether
you éo not or whether you want %o postpone decision. I think a cozbination of the Tirst
and third slternatives represents Jimxy's best interest now :nd the proper course for
you mless you decide what I think you have every right to, just to get out and say so.

Jimey has just had a good chance to fire you or to ask you to get out and he did
not take it. To me this means thet he does not want it. I have the feeling that he wants
to hold onto us both and still hopes for some benefit from “ane, without any real il-
lusions about Lane now,.

I =ls0 believe that he still has a lingering vision of a straw for grasping with
vhat they call the Sprague committee, I'm certain they expect help froz public attention
only now and this is what Freed and Lane represent to them. Although he talks sbout what
he h s heard Lane sey that™be likes to hear Jerry is clear enough on understending that
he is not the epitome of probity.

One of the problems is how irrational Jimuy is, ¥y now he has Lo be aware that
everything I told him about the comrittee has been proven true. He han to know they
call him the assassin and that they are in shakey cendition. But he has = very serious
and not uncomplicated ege problem. He has come to consider himscif a legal zeniue and a
manipulator of people and events,

Te now says that Lane ceme to see kin on invithtion as Freed's representative. I
rather suspect that Lane has talked him intc this and that Jimmy either did not under-
stand what Lane was up to,knew that the first approach had been by Froed and they had a
prior relationship, of both, But there is no possibility that this was in lane's mind
at the time from his radio blabbing. (I have asked my source to dub 8 scparete tape pf
that entire ghow for you and e separate dudb of that part enly.I have the dikb provided me
conteuporansously.) ¥hatever the explanation, he ducked and Lene went to see him if not
wntirely over this issue then in part bzcause of it. Eis beok should be in type and there
should be bound proofs around by now if not hy 4the last time lane was $o “rushy. I can;t
imagine Prentice-Hall in unorthodoxy. Orthodeoxy requires s time spread for reviewing
and blurbing from the reviews. Ordinarily this is 2-% months, Shorten it and the crucial
time is now or passed. Ve are about 7 weecks fron pub date. This mesns Ly the time bocks
are in the stores, which ruguires soveral weeks. There iz 1ittle doubt a superspeciacular
if plasned for 4/4, and it could include Rey's voice if not hém on filme This is a =mup
separate problem.

¥hile there are all kirds of problems for Jimmy from lane one is different: the
bar and judges will not regard him as they have the Haneses and Fpreman,

None of the Rays humm ever understood - snd I do mean Jimmy tvo - that his being
part of a conspiracy makes him guilty. Jimmy knows the difference but ihat mekes no
difference to him for some reason, thus his sloppy writing to Eastland. While it is pos=
sible that Jimuy had a gliamer, I doc not mean this. I go into this to meke a point of the
kind of hazard there can be from his having seen “anc, “ane's exploitation of it and the
allegation that he met with a coconspirator in Portugal., It will fix in the public mind
and the judicial mind that he was a coconspirator. More with Lane pretending to be his
defender. And this is but one possibility. There are others.
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With what I am putting tpgether the tining of this newest disinformation ig particular-
1y bad, We have to live with this.

It also meens that we cannot tell Jinmy what we have. The danger of that is too great,
There is no telling how it would be blown or misused,

Gping along with this is Jerry's inept civil suit, Haile has already responded
effectively, moving for dismissal or summary judgement, He should get it, Jerry has
read the response to me, As of the 10th be had not received MeMillan or Time responses,
I do not mee & Knoxville Juris dictipn under diversity with Jerry the plaintify, IfI

his House expectations, Figuring a more desparate Jimmy presents hagards but it cen mean
more silliness, It always hag in the past, 4ngd whether he 1ies or is truthful he cannct
serve his own interest in going public now.

So I think that you do want to write hig a firm letter, I do think it hag %o dnclude
his doing wrong after being warned and a nev marning of the possible consequences, it
should include a strong representation ebout the committee ang Lane's association with
it and these representation, which come from Famntroy, Jimmy knows that Famtrcy said on
the Today show what Lane says he told him to say, Lane boasted of it and Jerry was on
the other end of a studic phone when it happened, I think you should ask who he thinks
the source of the comonspirator 3%0ry can be end what he has told Lene or anyone else

you warned him againat Freed, L

On the records themselves there are little bits and pieces that point but do not prove,
that hint but go no farthur, One_of these, as I've told you, gets to what I suspected was
an early lie on which I trapped Jim-y into letting me know that he did lie. He did lmow
Bew Orleans fairly well ang either Rife lied sbout this or it was separate fron his
binge with Rife, I suspect the reason for his lying is not because 4t means he is a con- ‘,
scious comspirstor but because he has put together in his own ming what can connect him J(“W{L
Yo the crime and ho feaps nobody will beliews he ais not know, I've tried one of the very §f 0.0
few 501id types in “ew 'rleans ang €0t no more than an Xmas cerd, I cantt go there and go |V
farthur with another sofrce to whom I will not write, This is one 1'11 call B. He ig in vs
oy notes from earlier visits there, going back to 1968, Tnere is later, warm correspondencs. L-;,-F”“
but this is not to be built upon for political reasons, Hovwever, I dc have g Chalmette ¢)) L&'a
address that connects with soms of the cllipeig in Freme-Up and now Suggests possible sig- !/_J \

Reading the records 1 have been going over is persugsive that “inmy aig not expect
the assassination or bis involvement no matter how insocently or indirectly, An opposite
belief can be argued but he left g trail nobody who had live his life of petty erime op
spent his time in Jail vould have left, Everywhere but especially where he stayed, like
Los Angeles, He is inept but he ig not stppid, However, what I have spotted and what is
Sugeestive means the most Zxefy goreful reading of reocords to come, especially any fur-
ther FBI following up after people like Lomay and Huie, Throughout all of this those
things Bud refused to do or enable me to do assm"simiﬁcanoe.

Best,




