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3/11/69 

MR. TOLSON: 
6 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Now that Ray has been convicted and is serving Tele.Room 	 
a 99-year sentence, I would like to suggest that the 	Miss Holmes 
Director allow us to choose a friendly, capable author, Miss.  Gandy  
or the Reader's Digest, and proceed with a book based on 	  

// 
!:0 A carefully writta4 factual book would do much to 	 fi6■'.. 

L 

preserve the true history of this case. While it will not 	 il''i: dispel or put down future rumors, it would certainly help to 	 AV 
::-). have a book of this nature on college and high school library 

shelves so that the future would be protected. 
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I would also like to suggest that consideration be 
given to advising a friendly newspaper contact, on a strictly 
confidential basis, that Coretta King and Reverend Abernathy 
are deliberately plotting to keep King's assassination in the 
news by pulling the ruse o1 maintaining that King's murder 
was definitely a conspiracy and not committed by one man. 
This, of course, is obviously a rank trick in order to keep 
the money coming in to Mrs. King, Abernathy, and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. We can do this without any 
attribution to the FBI and without anyone knowing that the 
information came from a wire tap. 

Respectfu 1 

C. D. DeLoach 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
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this case. 
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ADDENDUM OF MR. DE LOACH 	 3/12/69 
If the Director approves, we have in mind considering cooperating in the preparation of a book with either the Poader's _Digest or author Gerotd,,Frank. The Reader's Digest would assign one of their staff writers or contract the preparation of a book out to 	

fye ;. 
an established author. Gerold Frank is a well-known author whose most recent book is "'The Boston Strangler." Frank is already work- 	!f ing on a book on the Ray case and has asked the Bureau's cooperation in the preparation of the book on a number of occasions. We have nothing derogatory on him in our files, and our relationship with him has been excellent. His publisher is Doubleday. 
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, -eral Boo's Planned on Ray Case; First 
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By smitT1N WAI54..Al • to .Be Out Next W eekl S•e,  i: 1.111.7,', 1: v% 7:n.s  

	

.1•N:rIlls. V“I'''''' 12--NeNt 	Dr.-  Kin:;'s inurder 1CaS the re-; 

	

:alter% James Lad Hay is 	sult of a conspiracy, .'ilr. Fiankl 
-ii`h' -i's 	hl :::•'sl 	Inilii,l()%.* 	said that he was trying to get 

	

..' t orermin , of 1.1.4 fall 	more es idence before making 

	

lie ...Hi r t .wited Arthur J. 	a deci5in.  ar Ray-s lawyrr. 
'History of Ineptitude' 

-. Herm'''. who iia'l he 

	

prow:sect I'M fee for de- 	"I hope my hook will be a ,-, 0. HAY •••I 3 	murder 	full hy.i..ry „1 the assassina- 

	

, in due ....• issinolion of 	Don of N1.0 nu Luther Kind mill 

	

L.  Di. N1.11 LIP, Luther King 	what 111.1 	:oil can all lei els. 

	

.1 rie lime also scorned 	And if t.,, ••• was a conspiracy, 

	

he referred to .is the 	1 ii ii' 1.1 know that. I will lay 

	

.. no ; mess" and its curl- 	to t. .II Olv t'Iltue unfolding 	' aliout Rag % 	 story." Mr. l'i.ink said. Books in rreparation 	"From Ray's Iii•itnry of in- eptitude," I. ,,,,Ial. "I 100,.isfil , Inc' 1.11)!..1 fir the 11,ms-sty,utm• that he was helped in 

	

tier's ..e • rn reemed to 	the assireanaiiiin or preceding 

	

alma ItadforiViitlie, the 	al. but that it was nut neces- 
" 	221- 	whoa 	hod 	sat ilv a ri.n.,mrm y." 

	

-Thn i7Tir. to Bay's life 	"lf we knew the true motiya- 

	

and 1...:11, •Ntile., hand- 	lion, it 111i.:ht well explode any 

	

1 rriernor.•ndulle. from 	Ora of consini3ey,-  he roan 

	

the Shellay County jail. 	tinned. "On the other hand. 

	

.w had written two ar- 	you cannot apply the normal 

	

hoot Kay for Look maga- 	rrwasures of logic to a man who has spent maid of his life 

	

work. at least five honks 	behind hat .. If he did this cs Earl Ray and the as-alone, he may hive been turnoil 

	

in of Dr. King were in 	on for ro..e.or; ',1st in the depth hon. 	
of his own peisormitty.” 

	

Mr. Foreman had sue- 	Mathis a Conspiracy 

	

"dr. Danes, of Forming- 	Mr. Frank, who began his 

	

la , not only as RM.'S 	research lost July, said that he 

	

but also as a business 	had not paid any money to any 
• of Mr. lime. 	of the principals or to anyone 

	

,f the books on Boy 	else for ini.ii Illation. .e...issination is ready 	MI„ Me.q111.in  said that his in 	and dish: hon., 	heolt,(j'Pot i rail of an .A-Bassin," 
r  .linen by Clay Rinar, 	•n-milt 	;i7o7c7fiarri!Lnr7t1-'study 

...Ioi or col the S.t irday 	of Ray. It will he published by ' -1.4.t. 	 Little Brown F.: Co. Mr. Mc- •thcr .27aliors 	., 	Mollim coat that he had a "very happy contract" and 
(Links saki that Mr. 	th'''. !.......iron reprint contracts 
,k. 	"ilia ii,ir..mw 	hail airi oda; been Wio.aol :iv 

-77., 1.1.1-Trg;n6.,OId 	
putilc.tiels in eight -•com.r.M.S. 

,Mr qTaires's hook tc. he published by New Amerocan Library, may he the second book out on Hay. Mr. Squires, who has covered the case for his new•ipaper, The Nashville Tennessean. said the writing should he completed in the next two weeks. 	• 
Ile said he bayed the hook would he a "complete account of the murder of Dr. King; the arrest of Ray, the hiring and  firing of Danes and what went on oat !Memphis." 
The hook has not yet been titled. 

• Mr. Done, who bought the publication rights to Ray's life story last July, originally had signed a contract calling for proceed,: from a hook to' he split between himself, Mr. 'lanes and flay. 
Disbelieves Theory 

He paid art advance of 525,- 000 to Ray, who signed the ier... -,-  .err to Mr. Manes .4s part of his legal fee.:  - - 
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on this biography." 
Mr. McMillan said that lie, had hired a psychiatrist to bola him interpret the psychologwal effect on Ray of lie; many 
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I guilty to murder-. 	
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