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o Everyone .ln

utes in that stand, I~ ', - __
“thought I was in a real trial,” said the Rev. Billy :
the Memphis-based civil rights leader who was with .,
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35 trial o R R G T ey
*"The unscripted drama, whieh will air April ‘4, th&

real courtroom. Real lawyers’ asked ‘questions ‘of real -
witnesses made to seethe or squirm on the stand before =
a real judge. And a more-or-less real jury was asked to -
render a verdict — the results efwhzch ‘won’t be-an-
nounced until the telecast of - “Gu.llt or, In.nownee 'I’he
Trial of James Earl Ray.” "+~ 4.k A e
“It’s like a trial,” emd W. Hmkman Ewmg, a formen &
U.S. attorney for- 'the Western D:strlct ofTenneesee, ]
whe is serving as prosecutor. Then again, it’s not.
:For the real-life officers of the court partlclpat:mg in &
tl-ns $3-million eﬁ'ort, the trappmgs :

“We all walk mw the courtroom- in the m(;lrmngs,
“everybody’s getting makeup and microp ones,"
Ewing said, adding that he can’t. prechct. how the show
biz aspect will affect the jury. "
themozmngol‘thedaynaywastntestlfy former*

US. DmtmtJudgeMarvinE Frankel,whownspresld-
ing, stood in:his chambers waiting tg enter the eeurt-,h
room after a‘recess; The  chambers were jammed with .
1satelevmpmd on momten ﬁd other televmomagm ment

1 uetion‘personnel. # -7 : £
< What' mannerp:fbeastmthm hlctﬁi"% ;
“*Is"it ‘entértaintment? Is it “an’ ‘extralegal search for-___:
truth;using the rigid mles and trappings of the Ameri-':.
eenmdm system?:Or-is it, as producer Jack Saltman ..
insists, the :-dawning:of & new. form~of" mveshgato:y;:-
' journklism, capable of -probirig lmportant Lseues of t.he‘.‘-’i
3 davmgreaterdepththaneverhe*fere" fr

e

& ’Beeensehe wmved t.he nghtto atrial when he origin-
&ally pleaded guilty @nd has exhausted all legal avenues

*"?*"‘I-Ie lms maintsiried his i innocence ever since he tried % k
ito mthdmw his guilty plea three days after he entered ™
:it in March,1969.:His story, recounted in two boeks %

“and before the U.S!.House Select Committee on’Assas-’
;sinations"in 1978, is; that he was duped into buying a
280,06 high: pcwem&' rifle and bringing it to Memphis at
“the behest’ ofamyaterynmnﬂamedRanul,who never' .

. told him what it would be used for. (The eongresslona] =

*éommittee concluded that Ray ehot King but that he
m:ghthavehedeo—eensplraters) T SRR —“--*‘

- Now serving a 99-year prison sentenoe for the mur- %
der, Ray hopes the HBO special will raise eniough ques- ;;
- tions about his" guilt ‘to spark a call for ‘a new trial, =

. clemency or penhape appomtmen f & apeeml pmseeu' :f._-‘

 televised statement
-to reporters before
‘ the start of the trial:<:
‘I am-aware that -
f.thneicould ‘well be
smy". .". only" opper-e_
:-;.tumty to ' present *
ithe non-govern- -
.ment version of the %
*Martin Luther King #
“Jr ‘hemlcnde 1 a

25th anniversary of King’s death, was being filmedina -

concluded that Ray
tghot" Klng from - a%
.window in a nearby
flophouse,: some
"witnesses’ have
-maintained since:
1968 that they saw
_aman in the bushes
near the Lorraine *
Motel at the’ mo- .
ment King was
shot. Theyeemplma
that this never was -
investigated by the -

FBL In addlhen, “there have been questions nnsed

about why police found the murder near- ;.
weapon lymg

_-_by on the si

Ray was repreeented by Wﬂlmm Pepper, who hae

“been his attorney since 1985 and who treated these

proceedings with a seriousness befitting a Su-"

“preme Court appearance — and for good reason.

“James Earl Ray has gone, in my judgment and mﬂ.

:hls,asfarasheeengemtennsofthemdmalproeess

and the conventional habeas corpus and" appellate
route,” said Pepper, who suggested that he beheves

_there was a government conspiracy that might have -

involved Ray’s first two attorneys to blame the murder. -

on Kay aione anu w siynue (norougn investigation. - s
- It was Pepper who dreamed up the. idea of a televised .
moek trial: He took it to Saltme.n, a British documen- _"
“tary filmmaker who previously had taped a similar pro-*
gram concerning Kurt Waldheim’s alleged war crimes;
- which, like the Ray project; waspreeentedonHBO and
Thames Television in Britain.~ - = s
Bridget Potter, senior vice president of ongmal pro-
grammg for HBO acknowledges that Ray is participat- -~
mgeoielybeeauseoftheprogramspotentml to mold .
 publicopinion+in his favor: But-she insists that the *:
-eable network isn’t bemg usecl to. dxssemmahe propa-'_ ;

S n.' 3

7 The partlc:pat n. ef an ahle pmeecutmg attomey,
fair :and ;respected -judge and an objectwe producer
tees balance; she said. "=~ 7™ “"“'"““‘“”
.1 would never-havelooked at this for aminute lft.he -
‘_:whole Thges ‘[package] had Gome in from James. Earl
‘Ray’s attorney,” Potter smd. “Weve heen in full eqn- o
trol from.ﬂle Btal't.”/ ll i o

The AM)’FMcelumn wdtretum in March.’ e



