5/6/70
Méry, Gary; Dick, Howsrd only-Fasul knows:

We have so little good news, in tne trief time before s plione call
is due, following wuich bed, I snare some wita you. I got the news Just as we
were leaving for & rere awsy-from-iome dinner.

To recall the comment of a Secretary of Ctate L held in less high
esteem tien most, "We were eyebsll to eyeball, and tuey blinked".

N We have won the first suit under the Freedom of Informetion Act
because the government did not dere face me in court, with whet I have. They
phoned Bud lete this sfternoon to tell him they ere delivering what they denied
existed, wnet I ssked for snd they ssid if they hed would be immune. I think,
witu luck and cers, we msy meks sometaing of it, therefore, in order to control
the possibilities, I ssk thet none of you spread this if it reaches you before
there is reference in the press.

We have Bud to thank for this, for he not cnly undertook it but he
8lso followed it well and vigorously.

) Tne society in wnich we live hes become 3o corrupt that, besed on
what Mary end + lesrned in school, we'd essume this is of grest signififence
but now it is impossible to predict.

If grenpaw may offer an opinion, the secret ias push, push, vush;
do not ommpromise needlessly-snd get @ steel girdle, for the guts do gmake
from time to time.

I cannot be heppy thet the book by mesns of which this wes accomplishal
is unaveileble. I can be happy thet we have set st least one precedent, probably
more, and thst the informetion I am to get, if proverly used, cen be & msjor
and » legasl sensetion, and, es you know, ibhe concomittant project on which I

worked for a year materislized in time for us to be the courtro~m users. If
that comes to pess, one of you can torow me s party with e taree-layer ceke.

As is clear, I feel good ebout tiidis. I hope it will be followed by
more like it. However, one of tie old concerns of our existence has Just
become an immediate and pressing problem, snd L may have t» slow down on some.
However, panel next.

If thers sre tuose of you who-have doubted my motive or widdom in
asking tuat 1 be allowed to meintain control over those things that are mine,
originete witia me or are tie fruit of my lebor, I hope this amy help you
believe my purposes sre as stated snd not for personal gain.

- I do not expect either Justice or Steste to issue s release saying
Goliath has capituleted because he sees David. But, maybe there will be a
Word before possible other court use. I heve discussed this briefly with Bud
8nd we agree on certain things, beginning with the cell I awsit.

Let us look forward to mors.

Best ,yegards,



