4/11/70

Mr. Bernard Fensterwald
927 15%th 3%., nw
Washington, D.C.

Desr B\ld’

¥hen you phoned me yesterday to tell ne James Barl Rey found things in
Fart I1 of COUP D'ETAT he thinks may be of help to him end asked &f he might hsve my
permission to use them, I agreed with a few conditione beosuse, 28 you know and he
sRould Jmow through Jerry, $his hass been my intention from the first, to help him
80 that W may better establish the truth €f wost Baopened, snd effect justize.
This Res slso besn my intention in those sidngs that have coms to pass.

48 I teld you to tell him, Mr. Rey inows I leck cenfidence im the lawyers
he o s had, for the book meles this ¢lesr. And I told him, tbrough you, that one
condition would be your bdelng pert of this proceeding sc thst youxeoculd look sut
for my interest in thls Book, it being my proparty,

These are still my conditions. However, in thinking it over, becsuss 1
have Bo large sn investment in this bo-k, %o enormous sm smount of time, I want %o
843 to this what I think willy present no rroblem %o Mr, Ray, wiat I tbink he will
“readlly agree to. Le ia aware of one of the problems of writers through his une
plasgent relations with Hule. Cnece my msterial {s u=ed in court, tust wich is used
ean be used by other writers. Further, 1¢s use ¢an lead them to other of my meterials.
I am 2ot s Suile, heving naither his weelth nor comneections willing to print dishonest
writings, so it im nc simple matter for we %o zeb s book such es this printed, Thaet
is still my bove snd intemtison. It will be ¢ reality when I cen reise the funds.

Fhus I will want %o mow in advanee Wuaat he may desire to umeé end %o
be setisfied it is what will et the time of use be of reasl value to him. And, 17
there is sny chences that et tho hearing be may want to uas msterisl other thm
agresd to in sdvence, I will went to De there %o sgree to 4%t or not $o. Aside from
protecting my right to my own pwwperty, my reason for this iz to setisfy myrelf that
the use »i1l help Mr. Rey at that point in his legel problems, for premeture use may
heve the op osite effsot. I en sure you heve told ¥r, Rey of the legel mation I have
taken and my opinion (I kvow you shere 1t at lesat in pert) of how this ean benefit
Rhim, I think I bove already established & besis for reverssl snd 1 slso went mothing
o jJeopardise thet. 3o, I want nothing done that can undo what U heve slready
sccomplished e d nothing done thes can interfors with what I expest to succeed in,

Mr. Rsy should have known from the begimning, frem the time I firad
approached Jerry, that I Rave wanted the work I wes doing to be aveilsble %o bin.
If Jerry 414 not tell bim, as + suprose he &1d, I invited Jerry to come hers as
soon ea I finished the writing s thet he sould scnvey the contenss teo Mr., Rey.
He slesq imowa thet 1 have made 50 cheap or self-gerving use of my msterial so
that 1% could be wsed when 1t ®uld be uswd %o best effsct,



When you returned from giving this book o Mr. Egy, he told me be had
egresd to writs comments on it for me. I 1ook forward to receiving tiem. There is
an essurence 1 tiink Mr. Hay 1s entitled to 1 4id not then think of but have
since, snd I now give 1t %o bim. If be desires that A mgke no use of snything
he send me by Way of such comment, all he need do is specify it. I egree to it
in édvence, Unlese he specifies reservations, I will prezume I can use there
COMMENTs to advesnee our knowladge end understanding snd to dwvelop more informs~
tion thet might be ussful.

Trom our first contset, Jerry hes indicated his belief his brother
would ‘went to ses me, If this i» Dhis desire, it is slso mine., By uow he knows
what pert, in fact moat of my work seys, wiat I pelieve. As you know, this is
not all of it. And there ars aome things I have not shown you, not in the book.
Mr. Ray now knows how my mind works, how I put tbings together, bow, I think, I
ges and snalyze as otbers do not. Ee will heve his own opimion of i%.

He knows my opinion of his legal problems end bow I understand them.
He alac, 1 hope, understands that I understend he slso has a very serious sur-
vival problem., I would do notbing to jecpardize that end I ¢nink 1t is poesihle
I wey be sble to do what mey improve this. Jerry mey have told him thst I have
alvays emphesized this mad to be the first consideration.

I nave returned to other writing end 3ther neveds, as you know, But it
Mr. Rey would like to tali to ms, 1f there is snything he might like me %o try
and. do anything abtout orxr earry further, I will sbandon this other work, go 868
him, snd undertake that, This will have to te his decision, and I will not try
and influence 1% in any way. Howaver, as you know, there sres certain sreas in
-which I heve established my o¥n independent connections and ny own reputation
whare 1t is just possible taese also might be useful.

It is my expsctation %aat you will gtve this letter to Mr. Ray, Woen
you do, plesse give aim my best wishes and, a3 I neve expressed it to you in the
past, my belisf that his position is mot at ell bopeless ss 1 see it and s I
believe things cesn be done. :

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



4/11/70
Mary, Psul, @ary only and in strictest confidence,

Attached is a letter 1 havs written Bud for hand delivery to Jesmes
Earl Rey. A brief asccount of how this hae come %o pess follows. If it seems
imposeible thet I have errsnged for Bud to be of Rey's counsel, then among the
reasons for my insistence on astrict silence about tils is ths fact + plen other
{mpoasibilities snd think they also can become possibdle.

When I considered the time wss propitious and heving slresdy figured out
how test to 4o 1t, I was able to errange for Jerry Fay ito get in touch with me.
This I di4 $hrough media people I had reesson to believe he trusted {there is a para=-
nohd of scrts in both of them) snd who 1 knew res.ected me beceuse they slways
auditioned my sppesrances in Chacego but always feered heving me on their own TV
shows, I then had a friend in Chicago who scted as my emiassary.

- Gary hes ¥nown some of this end when Hdal wes here I $0ld bim to tell
Jsul.

There asnsued an extensive correscondsnce bYetween Jerry end me eand there
were lengthy and expensive (reversed) phone calls from him,

First I wes able to arrsnge for Bud to represent Jerry, in the event
he faced emergeccy legsl needs. Thenm, through Jerry when he wen again able to
gee Yemes, 1 arrsnged for Bud to join Jome Earl's defense stadf., The conditiona
with Bud, that I would always sccompany him, have not been met. Perheps unfairly,

1 have the notion he is not snxious for this to happen.

u.;.'
S

However, I also have Bud's amsent for the other things I Hope to
sccomplish, g

Through Jerry I wes able to lesrn bow bsst Bud should conduet himmself
with Jsmes Eerl, and it was consistent with my own estimete. Bud did tuis snd 1t
led %o the existing reletionship. Bud says he agrees with my estimate, that thie
must be taken slowly snd carefully end will require such time, wihich we have to
bope we have,

Bud hes gotten a letter from Jsesm Earl sayins he thinks there is much
in COUP II that een help him in the coming hebeas corpus hesring. My letter 1s in
emplificetion of what I told Bud to tell bim, to which Bud yesterdsy agreed. This
tegins with Bud's being s perticivent in this hearing, for I sm completely without
confidence in Ray's lswyers despite Byd's earlier sssursnce he thinke Ryen is @
competént criminel lawyer. Besides, the competent praciise of lsw is not restricted
4o Blackstone or Wigmore, I have my own ideas and concepts and 1 submit to this
point 1 have been right. I think I have already establisbed the bssis for reversel
of the denial and, in fact, for ihe reversal of every decision to date. It could, if
earried forward with by extreme competence and extreme good luck, be like nothing in
legal history. But, I do believe toat we should bs able %o get to tae poiat where
thewe is 8 resl triel and at that point, at the very least, I do expect we cen
agtablish thers wes s conepiracy in waich Eay was not the shooter, We kight do more
and I do beve candidetes. Another reason for strictest secrecy.

Tnis is necessarily brief, but it gives you the btaslc understsnding of
what I have been able to do, bow I heve done i%, end I deliberately avoid sasying
what I atill plen, for ressons that 2re obvious and becsure there is not the most
complete internsl cocoperetion yet. Perhaps you will agree that if this is not what
8 yesr snd a half ago you weuld have considered imposeidle, 1% is as improbsble and
as improbadle sn allisnce as there csn be. So, we hdpe end we plug away. Best,



