3/14/70

Mp. Hugh Sidey

LITE msgazine

1120 Connecticut Ave,, n w
B’aahington, D,.0.

Desr Xr., 31idey,
)

Although 1t 1s e fack, I do not write you owr my dissppointment that
no one from LIFE covered the prese conference ¢ f which I phoned you Wednesdey, 1
write because of the deep eoncern reflected in your tws most rscent editorisl
articles. I sak you to econsider the meening of the following in their gontext,
that of the Bheed review, and the spscial one provided by the adminiatration's
native dester from my State.

I filed suit under the Freedom of Infomstion Agt %0 get what the
adninistration hes denled me, the publie record of s publie trial of en Americen
sitigzen, secused in one of tue most repreheneible and gsoertainly the most costly
erimes in history., A1l offiefs) copies of this trisl record have disappearsd,

The fset 1z they heve been eonfiscated by tiie Dopartment of Justice and lied about
by it and State. _

Unususl ss 1¢ is, slmost 1006 of the evidencs in this extradietion
hearing was by affidevit. Obviously, en affidevit esrnot be oross exsmined. This
seems tn Dsve disturbed court«sppointed “defense™ counsel not a bit. ThA Judge; in
his decision, said 1t wes bBased on ths affidavit evidence (what slse, there being
nothing else?}. The totel ias ebout 200 pages. .

I ssked the Mgmphis prosscutor for scesss to the evidencs snd he
replied no one would ¢ver see it. * have the lstier. The clark of the British
court writes thet all sopies were given to the “ome Cffice fer forvarding to the
State Jspartment. The Stete Depertment writes it did, indeed, obtein the British
sourt records (the originels, not copies-no officisl copies remeim in Britein!)
Btats, on requesy, gsve this set %o Juatice,

After ignoring nq‘nquuto for a court recard for six months snd stalling
efter my lewyer wrots them, Xléindienst finsliy wrote they 4o not heve any occpies

of this meterial end even {f they d4id 1t would ' fmwune as pert of an “investigative®

file (which 1% 1an’t and never wes). But the fact 1s, se the Stete letter proves,

these sffidavits originete at Justice, were certifted by £t axd State, snd thare can

be no doubt doth Pepertmsnts heve snd hed their own sopdes. The British court's

Gopy was obteined, entirely improperly, only to remeve all copies to wiieh the press

might obtsin access. And the Deputy Attorney %enersl is either s very big lier or
more incredibly, this has all been destroyed or hidaen,



Whether Ray is good or btad, innocent or guilty, is immeterisl.

That this 414 hapren in our country, perpetrated by the administration
that 1s bersting the press for its claimed deficiencies, 1s aigniﬁcent. And that
the press sl-ost completely suppressed the filing of the suit ‘one of the First
under a new law) is, I think, a remsrkable self-indiectment, -

Tha prees sonference was wsll announced, on the UPI wire and by my
phone calls 303 personal backgroundings. Three men sppeared, YPI's filed a sort
plece whose focus was other then i hers glve you. The Weshington Post cerrisd not
& single werd. .

So, I ask you, as a responsible member, influentisl in your own right
and more so becsuse of your publication, to ponder the state of the press, rarti-
sularly becauae it = under ettack, when this cen heppen, euch & auit snd such
entirely unguestionable fact, can be almost completely suppressed,

What 1¢ the state of fresdom?

To whom can the people turn for information, how cen they lesrn the
fect of how their govermment is operating, violating tts own laws, when the press
will not mport 1t? And I do suggzest that with the background of this unperallaled
adnintistration cempalign sgsinst the press, my sult end what csuses it are Prtineny
83 few things can te,

You know of the Stsnten snd %codmen "responses® (Goodmsn's just the night
before I filed my suit). CBS and NBC were both informed, both backgrounded. Both
- stayed away. Neither found eny "mews" or anything worthy of "commentary”. Neither
wented copies of the pspers filed in court,

I mourn e sick land, There is rocm for you on the bench,

Sincerely,

Harold veisberg



