* Ray Case Papers _
¢ Released to Press
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THE WASHING,T ON: POST

"By Paul Valenﬂne
. 'uhtlnon Post Staff Wmcr

‘was felled by a single bullet in

‘l‘he Justice mment
‘prodded by 'mt:p and re-
searcher H?ntold Welsberg, has
. Yeversell ' its ~‘position” and
Agreed %0 make available the
recard ¢ James Earl Ray's
1968 . - extradition proceeding
" from - England. in the, murder

“of the Rav Dr Mutin ‘Lyther
~King Jr.

Justice ofﬁcml: releaaed the

- 195-9‘89 Dbacket of affidavits,

photographs and various gov-

, -ernment documents. to report-
..ers yeaterdsy. . -

Weisherg - ﬁled a civll sult

under the Freedom - of Infor-|

‘mation Act last Mareh 11, ask-

. ing for a court order compell-

ing the Justice Department to

- give him access-to-the records.

Up to that time, Justice had

- contemnded -the reeords, as “in-

i vestigative files” were exempt

_partment’s discretion. _ . ..

- from the informatien act and

could De withheld at the De-

However, on May 8, while

. Welsbergs ocourt action was

o

still pending, Attorney Gen-
eral John N, Mitchell agreed
to grant access.

Weisherg and his attorney,
Fensterwald (who is
's most recemtly ac-
quired lawyer) examined the
voluminous records at the Jus-
tice Department last moath.
Justica officials subsequently
prepared additional copies for
inquiring reporters and made
them available yesterday.

Ray, 42, a convicted :holdup
man and prison escapee. was
arrested in London, England,
on June 8, 1968, afier a two-
month international search.
King, the civil rights leader,

turned to Memphls and on

‘enced to 99 years in prison Hel

‘Percy Foreman; coerced him

- numerous .

-1 8ion- 0f the- Warren -Commis-

Merhphis, Tenn., on April 4,{
1968. -His murder ‘triggered |
riots in more than 100 Amen
can cities. .

After an elabonte éxttad1~ )

......

March 10, ‘1969, he ‘pleaded}
guilty to mnrder and was sent-|.

is now seeklng a re-opening of
the case and a full trial, ctaim-|
ing- his previous ‘attorney,!;

into pleading gnﬂty A hearing
is expected this summer.

The ‘extradition record made
‘avaflable yesterday contains
FBI ' aflidavits
claiming to lihk Ray to .the
'King murder- through ﬁnger-

print, handwriting, ballistic|.
and other evidence. = - :
Weisberg, . who wrote

“Whitewash,” a book challeng-|
‘ing “the lone-assassin conclu-

sion in the 1863 murder of
President John F. Kennedy,
has also questioned official
findings in the King case.
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