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T
he F

B
I, w

hich us‘d electronic skul-
duggery in an effort to discredit M

ar-
tin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr., tried

 to
 em

p
lo

y
 

sim
ilar illegal tactics to catch his m

ur-
d
erer. 
L

ong-burled F
B

I docum
ents reveal 

th
at th

en
-d

irecto
r J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er 

personally approved a break-in and il-
legal electronic bugging aim

ed at inno-
cent relatives of Jam

es E
arl R

ay, w
ho 

w
as later convicted of killing K

ing. 
F

or years H
oover had conducted a 

vicious sm
ear cam

paign against K
ing. 

T
he F

B
I had peddled m

alicious anti-
K

ing stories to the press and had sent 
doctored tapes concerning K

ing's per-
sonal life to his w

ife. W
hen K

ing w
as 

slain in 1968, w
hispers about possible 

F
B

I in
v
o
lv

em
en

t p
u
t H

o
o
v
er u

n
d
er 

great pressure to find the assassin. 
W

hile F
B

I agents. w
ere hot on R

ay's 
trail, a M

ay 10, 1968, m
em

o, prepared 
for top H

oover aide J.P
. M

ohr, outlined 
elab

o
rate illeg

al p
lan

s to
 C

atch
 th

e 
m

u
rd

erer. 
A

s part of the overall investigation, 
code-nam

ed M
U

R
K

IN
 —

 an acronym
 

for m
urder and K

ing —
 a m

em
o w

as 
w

ritten w
hich declared: "C

onsidera-
tion is given to.. m

icrophone installa 
tio

n
s o

n
 certain

 p
ro

p
erties o

f A
lb

ert 
and C

arol P
epper," the brother-in-law

 
and sister of Jam

es E
arl R

ay. 
"T

h
e
 p

ro
p
o
sa

l," c
a
u
tio

n
e
d
 th

e
 

m
em

o, "raises a question concerning 
the legality of any action taken against 
the subject of this case on the basis of 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

b
tain

ed
 fro

m
 th

e m
i-

crophones." If R
ay called the P

eppers 
an

d
 th

e b
u
g
g
ed

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ere 
used to arrest him

, the m
em

o said, R
ay 

"then could claim
 that the surveillance 

v
io

lated
 h

is rig
h
t o

f p
riv

acy
." T

h
is  

could prejudice the court case against 
him

. 
B

u
t if certain

 p
recau

tio
n
s w

ere 
taken, the m

em
o continued, "the w

orst 
th

at co
u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

" is th
at th

e arrest 
w

ould be declared illegal U
sing for 

i  
tured logic, the docum

ent insisted that 
R

ay could still be convicted despite the - 
F

B
I law

breaking. 
T

h
e F

B
I p

lo
tters b

lu
n
tly

 ad
m

itted
 

that the w
hole schem

e w
as unconstitu-

tio
n
al an

d
 a "tech

n
ical v

io
latio

n
" o

f 
th

e
 la

w
. "B

e
 a

w
a
re

," th
e
 m

e
m

o
 

w
arned, "that since this search and sei-

zure is unconstitutional as to the P
ep-

p
ers, th

ey
 h

av
e at least a th

eo
retical 

cau
se o

f actio
n
 fo

r d
am

ag
es ag

ain
st 

those w
ho installed the [bugging] devi-

ces by trespass." 
If th

e P
ep

p
ers su

ed
 th

e F
B

I an
d
 

w
on, the m

em
o insisted, the taxpayers 

w
ould "pick up the tab for any judg-

m
ent." H

oover and six other F
B

I offi-
cials also initialed their approval on 
the m

em
o. 

W
e have been unable to determ

ine 
w

h
eth

er th
e F

B
I actu

ally
 b

u
g
g
ed

-  or 
burglarized the P

epper hom
e. Indeed, 

assassinations expert H
arold W

eisberg 
has developed evidence indicating the 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t v
eto

ed
 th

ep
lan

. 
B

ut inside sources insist the F
B

I did 
use dubious and possibly illegal m

eans 
to capture R

ay. 
F

o
o
tn

o
te T

h
e • F

B
I h

as ack
n
o
w

l-
edged that abuses occurred in the past. 
S

ince 1973, how
ever, m

ost have been 
halted. W

e w
ere unable to reach the 

P
eppers. 
P

ublic 	
A

 ccou n tin g—
C

onsuiting 
firm

s w
ith close ties to the oil industry 

have been form
ulating energy policy 

for the governm
ent. 

B
15  -

 

T
h
e D

ep
artm

en
t o

f E
n
erg

y
 h

as 
asked P

rice W
aterhouse and C

o. to de-
velop a contingency plan for gasoline 
rationing. T

he firm
 is the accountant 

for a num
ber of m

ajor oil com
panies. 

N
o other com

pany w
as allow

ed to com
-

pete for the $572,000 contract. 
N

ot surprisingly, the firm
 is study-

ing an em
ergency gas rationing plan 

that w
ould rely on oil com

pany credit 
cards. T

his has angered the indepen-
d
en

t g
as d

ealers w
h
o
 h

av
e n

o
 cred

it 
cards and fear they w

ill be squeezed 
out. 

A
nother consulting firm

, R
. S

chriver 
and A

ssociates, w
as aw

arded a $70,000 
contract, also w

ithout com
petitive bid-

ding. T
he firm

 is supposed to devise a 
system

 to force oil com
panies to dis-

clo
se th

e p
ro

fits o
f th

eir in
d
iv

id
u
al 

operations, such as exploration, refin-
ing and m

arketing. 
T

he firm
 w

as founded by R
ichard 

S
chriver, a form

er E
xxon official, and 

it has also done w
ork for som

e oil com
-

p
an

ies. A
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 in

sisted
, h

o
w

-
ever, that the firm

 has not w
orked for 

the oil industry in recent years. 
A

n E
nergy D

epartm
ent spokesm

an, 
m

eanw
hile, told us there w

as no bid-
ding for the contracts because the pro-
jects w

ere behind schedule. "A
nyone 

w
h
o
 k

n
o
w

s an
y
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e o
il 

business is going to have done w
ork 

for the m
ajor oil com

panies," he insist-
ed. T

he S
enate Judiciary A

ntitrust S
ub-

com
m

ittee, chaired by S
en. E

dw
ard M

. 
K

ennedy (13-M
ass.), how

ever, is investi-
g
atin

g
 w

h
eth

er in
d
u
stry

 co
n
su

ltan
ts 

are producing a biased energy policy. 
F

ootnote: P
rice W

aterhouse did not 
return our calls. 

C
ourt M

ay R
ead 

Secret C
IA

 D
ata 

O
n JE

K
. K

illin (
7
 

12: 	
b
le

r 7
7
 

U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e Jo

h
n
 S

. 
S

irica in
d
icated

 y
esterd

ay
 h

e m
ay

 ap
- • 

p
o
in

t a co
u
rt o

fficial to
 read

 C
en

tral . 
Intelligence A

gency docum
ents on the 

assassination of John F
. K

ennedy that 
the agency is trying to keep secret. 

T
he judge .m

ade the suggestion of- • 
ter law

yer B
ernard F

. F
ensterw

ald ar-
g
u
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 d
en

ied
 m

u
ch

 o
f I 

th
e m

aterial o
n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 th

at • 
h
e h

ad
 req

u
ested

 u
n
d
er th

e F
reed

o
m

 
of Inform

ation A
ct. 

F
en

sterw
ald

 h
as su

ed
 th

e C
IA

 fo
r 

all its in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

n
 

five persons. in-
eluding L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. the m

an 
th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 said

 sh
o
t *

, 
K

en
n
ed

y
. Jack

 R
u
b
y
, w

h
o
 in

 tu
rn

 
killed O

sw
ald, also is one of the five. 

F
en

sterw
ald

 h
as ask

ed
 fo

r p
ap

ers 
o
n
 th

e C
IA

's in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f D
av

id
 'v  

F
errie, an

 airp
lan

e p
ilo

t w
h
o
 w

as a 
ch

ief su
sp

ect in
 an

 in
v
estig

atio
n
 of 

th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 d

eath
 co

n
d
u
cted

 In
 N

ew
 :- 

O
rleans. F

errie is dead. 
H

e also asked for the C
IA

's files on 
S

y
lv

ia D
u
ran

, a M
ex

ican
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

3y, 
and the only person to testify that O

s-
w

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 in

 M
ex

ico
 ju

st b
efo

re 
the N

ov. 22, 1963 assassination. 
S

y
lv

ia O
d
io

, a C
u
b
an

 w
o
m

an
 w

h
o
 

r 
said that tw

o C
ubans and O

sw
ald m

et 
w

ith
 h

e
r in

 D
a
lla

s ju
st b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

m
u
rd

er, is th
e fifth

 fig
u
re in

 F
en

ster-
w

eld's request. 
F

en
sterw

ald
 co

m
p
lain

ed
 th

at. sin
ce 

h
e m

ad
e h

is req
u
est fo

r th
e filei o

n
 

A
pril 3, 1976,-he has received about 25 

per cent of the records and another 25 
p
er cen

t h
av

e n
o
 b

een
 su

p
p
lied

. H
e 

to
ld

 S
irica th

e rem
ain

in
g
 5

0
 p

er cen
t 

are "so badly distorted by deletions to 
be w

orthless." 
H

e ask
ed

 th
e ju

d
g
e to

 lo
o
k
 at th

e 
p
ap

ers h
im

self in
 p

riv
ate to

 d
eter-

m
ine 

 
 th

e
 v

a
lid

ity
 o

f th
e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
's 

claim
 th

at n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 p

rev
en

ts 
disclosure. 

S
in

k
s in

d
icated

 h
e m

ig
h
t ap

p
o
in

t a 
sp

ecial m
aster to

 rev
iew

 th
e d

o
cu

-
m

en
ts. A

 sp
ecial m

aster is u
su

ally
 a 

p
riv

a
te

 a
tto

rn
e
y
 a

p
p
o
in

te
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

co
u
rt to

 carry
 o

u
t a sp

ecific assig
n
-

m
ent. 

T
H

E
 W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 PO
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Jack A
nderson and L

es W
hitten  

F
B

I T
argeted B

reak-In at R
ay K

in 


