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June 7, 1972, Hawaiian Motel, Knoxville, Maryland

INTERVIEWER: Before you start talking, your firse

nane.
MR.-HARRIS: Bill Harris.
I: What? Bill--
H: Bil) Hérrié.__
73 =-Harris. Bill Harris is talking.

H:  [Inaudible]
w

x;% All right, hold on just a minute, Bill. Bi1l,
would you shut up a minute. -
‘ H:j Right.
I:i This 18 BI11 Herels nave at. the--

H: Hawaiian~---

--Hawaiian Motel. He is sitting here across

from me--

H: [Inaudibie]

I: --and we are doing a bit of talking, and he
is chuckling in the process. But he has some things to say.
He is a very, Qery intelligent person.

H: [Inaudible)

I: Woulgd you shut up a minute.. I read you out,

honey, already.

H: I read vou out too; you're good. You're

more better than T am.
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o mememee. - I3 Would you hush a minunte.

H: VYes. |

i: lere is an individval who has lived a areat
deal. I could see this in his hand--,

H: [Tnaudible)

I: WVould you shut up a minute,

' I have seen his hand. I have watched his

body, 1 havé listened to him. I've watched him. .He's a
fine person.i I think in some ways because of the extent
of his intel%igence he's a bit frustrated 5ecauseu—1 think
he's deeply ﬁsychic—-because I've watched him_and listened

-

to him. Many times, people with the lower levels of
psychic abil%ty have tﬁié feeling. I think Bill is one of
them. He has not studied, I dan't'think, to the extent
you and i ha?e, Dav%d. And I fhipk maybe we can introduce
him to some ;reas of study that will mean a great deal to
"him, and I will try to do so. But T an goiné to leave this
tape on because he has had some very significant
eéxperiences in his life that are interesting to listen to
and to_aéseas‘ And so, Bill, come on: in an organized way
say how it is‘with vou. |

H: IY've been tied up with organized labor far
the last 11 years. |

I: A1l right, organized labor in what form?

H: In form of organizing.

—— - ——— e e e b e e — i
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I: UWhat level? o Ifﬁ
Ii: In organizing labor form and the form of

deciding where we strike and when we strike.

I: What union?
H: Public employees. I was with Martin
- Luther King when he struck in Memphis, Tennessee. I was
with Jim Pierce when we decided vwhether we were going to
“mes.:.mJ e I ) I
strike in Merphis. And I was the predoninant figure

to [one word inaudible) that this was the place where we

ovght to decide the South. The only dissenting vote

there was in a black organization when we were going againsg

Loeb, a Jewish fellow, who wag elected by orgénized labor
in Memphis. And then the Eresident of'the AFSCME Corpora-
tion, was Jerry Wurf, decided we would win in AFSCME ahd
we would win in Memphis, regardless .of whether we-had to
sacrifice who it wés and what it was.

I firmly believe that Martin Luther King was
a sacrifice for the labor movement. He was killed by the
iabof movement. They can accuse who they want to. Put I.
firmly belieﬁe that Mr. Ray, or whoever it was, was

cormitted to kill Martin Luther King was killed by

assassins, assassins unknown, was killed by the labor

movement.
X: Now--

H: And XI'll tell you why. Because Jerry Wurf
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at that time was committed. When I was at‘ﬁhe-last
neeting with Martin Luther Xing in Memphis, Tennessee--and
I was présent when thg president of the union was theré-ﬁ
I was their nap}qggl organizg:,mgheir_;ggional director.
T : ue vher Sntens .

H: American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Empoyees. And wvhen Martin Luther King was
assassinated, I was thé director, eastern regional
director, southern director, for the American Federation _
of Staﬁe. County, and Municipal Imployees. Aﬁd Mr. Wurf
walked in and took over the operation. And he to;d ne,
period, I was no 1onger.in cﬂarge of operatign and he was
in charge of the operéﬁion. From then on and from that da;
forward until the 27th day of Martin Luther King's
assassination, he was in.chafée, period,

I: Wha£ was his name.again?

H: Jerry Wurf. He was the president of our
international. Until that day, Martin Luther King went to
Atlanta. Two days prior to that, he went to Atlanta to go
'tb hié fathex's church. He asked th&t he not be brought
back until the violence had subsided. He did not want to
participate in any organization with non-violence. My |

international president assured him that there would be

non-violence. I was the principal organizer of the drive.

and was--

i BT A et
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believe that,

§ £

H:

What drive? . s _¥a
2 . e e e - ——iiiy Py " e o mmeme e e e B
It was in Memphis, Tennessee. You don't

do you?

Holad the-mic up.

"You don't believe that, do you?

Yes, I do.
All right, I asked him and Jinm Pierce-- _

Who?

Jim Pierce was my regional director. I-

asked Jerry Wurf whether or not he could assure me there

would be no violence, no other thing, and we would ask

Martin Luther King to return fo Memphis. He told me in his

own words--he guaranteed me--there would be no violence on

any part. The preachers in the church in Menmphis, in the

Alabara church, in the Albania'chur¢h, in all the'Lutheran-

church, told me that there would be no violence. And I

told my president, and Jerry Vurf concluded there would be

no violence if Martin--we paid Martin Luther King to be

flown to Memphis, Tennessee. And there was a conspiracy

4

to assassinate him among the unions before he got there,

I:
H:
T
H:

¥

What unions?
Teamsters,

Other ones?

They paid for it.

Were there other unions involved beside the
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. Teansters? iPause] Well, answer me.

I:  Tha Auto Viorkers, t¢he Teamsters, and AFL-
CIO conspired %o pay thg man that killed Martin iuthe?
King. |

T ﬁow do you know this? Tell me.

ﬁ: I know this because T was there. The monéy
was paid to the ‘man, and fhey got him, in alten thousandl
doliar bili céllect; he's already admitted +o that.
[Inauéible]

I: Well, pavid, you've heard Biil—-what is
your last name? ‘

-

H: It's p Passing parade, honey.

H: And_you've got privileged knowledge._

I: That's right, of course, hohey. Listen; I
have had so many thiﬁgs said to me whefe I could never say
anything.

H: [Inaudible)

T ﬁhat is your last name?

H: ﬁill Harris is [inaudible].

I: How do you spéll your last.namé?

H: [Inaudible]

I: How do you spell your last name?

H: H-ahr;r—i-s.

I: HNarris.
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H: [Inaudible] W

I: Don't worry about it. Now, vou tell me {hat

you think you are an alcoholic. I don't think so. You've
gone through an awful lo:. Sure, youlhave'memories.

H: - [Inaudible]

I: All right, you say this on tape.

H: [Inaudible] any state in the union

Iinaudible].

' I: Just-a moment. Wait just a moment. Would

. vou wait a moment. Let me talk a minute. -

H: T gave you some [inaudible] you can't p;int.
You can't say nothing now.
| I: I would never ever presumé to print'anyihing
that I ever had on this tape.

H: [Inaudiﬁle] you canft win if you do it.

I: No,TI would neve¥ do it. But I'll tell you
one thing righ£ now.

H: {[Inaudible]

I

Bill, you've lived a life time in a short
fime. There are others, you know, who have lived a life-
time in a short timé.

E: [Inaudible] as an argani;er'Iﬂ—

I: You've learned something.

H: [Inaudible] My name is Bill Harris.

I: What is it you--let me ask you a question.

T
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Would You let me as)- you
H: My name is
I: Let me ask
UPp a minute,
Hsz s [Inaudible]
I: woulg you g
a question.

H:  [Tnaudibie]

T: Out of all the 1ife eXpPerience that you've

had--ang sone of it, r know, h

Mean, j¢ couldn't have been more S0-in thig life,

H: I Oorganized

I: Shushhh.-,JuSt & Moment, Gather your

thoughts togéther because

- H: I never hurt nobody,

a question,

¥

Bilil Harrig, [Inm:(‘.ihie}

You a question, Would you shut

hut up a minute, 7t want to ask yau

Go ahead,

as bheen very, very rough. 1

¥pPerience yoy Passeqd through. I

2 T ———
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stage -in your life.  -r-—-n : :
It has been rough, I know. But see if vou
can say. All right? ﬁere‘s the mié.
H: Before this all happened, I wés a beautiful
individual. At the point where I was told that we had
to have a martyr, we had .to have somebody to win the
thing--I was objective, fi;st of all, to killing Martin

:

Luther King.: I objected vioclently to it.,
- I:, And where were you born?
H: October 27, l927.

I: Where?

H: In a little southern town in North Carolina.

I:i Where in North Carolina?

"H: I was born in North Carolina in 1927 in a

little town palled white Lake, North Carolina. I was

! :
violently opposed to the assassination when I started out

with it. I was told--first, let me tell vou something.
I've left the labor movement since then. I've nét been

associated with the labor movement since then. I was

violently opposed to assassination when I was told it had

to be. And Ray has no connection wifh the assassination
whatsoever. It was perpetrated by the laﬁbr movementf

It was sponsored by the Teamsters Union. He was shot and
killed by the Teamsters Union. And the figure you have

there today was only a figure. Ray is only a damn figure

B e e P
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10
of the imagination, a quy that was perpetrated——?ut t?ﬁqk
gave the ronoy to be there and nérforatcd for it. The
inter;atlonal orgnn17aL1on paid Politically ta assassinate !
Martin Luther King. They had to win in Memphis. They hagd
to beat the §overnor there--the mayor there--because he
was Jewish. He was elected by the labor movement,

I: -%ho wés Jéwish?

H£ ¥Who in the hell it was, what in the hell it
was. This Jew there was a guy that ownéd [inaudible],_a
damn hamburger stand. He was Jewish to start off with,

His name was Jewish. Now, I was brought in there not as
a particzpant but I was broug%t in there as a damn
organizer. I was told what to do. Martin Luther King
was assassinated by the labor movement, by the Teamster
Union, and Ray had nothing to do with it, nct one iota.
No part of i¢. No‘part'of it. He ccﬁldn't-even fire the
first shot because nchody knew where he was staying at
but Jerry Wurf, myself, and three other people knew where
Martin Luther King ,was staying at,

T .My Garling--

H: [Inaudible] |

I: --you éort of bared your soul.

H: I didn't bare ny soul, ’

I: Well, up to a point, Yes. It's good for you--

I: [Inaudible)

! :
po |
i
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- I: Would you hush a minute.-
. H:  [Inaudibie] drop dead. [Inaudible]

I: The FBI has worked on this too.

H: [fnaudible]

I: Well--

H: I was there.

I: Would you hush a minute.

H: [Inéudible]

I: Don't forget, T am a journalist,

H: [Inaudiblel

I: Huéh just for a moment. You said a lot.
There is much that youlhave not said. Any good journalist
knoﬁs ﬁhat. Eut.you éaid as much as you feel you can say.

- And that's all right.

The knowiedéa and the insight.that czme to
you ffcm what happened to you as a part of that particular
terrible thing, an international thing--

H: [Inaudible]

i £ —-ﬁhich happened has mgde a terrible impact
ﬁpon you. Row, you can overcome this in many wayvs, and
you will in time. Now, I am telling you this because X
know--

II: [Inaudible]

T: ~—ané don't ask me how I Enow because I do

know.

e e PO RS LT
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12 |
H: [Inaudible] oo

I: Well, the memory of what haonened ana the
knowledge that You had bhefore that terrible thing--

H: T didn't kill a human being [inaudible].

I: Shushhh. Wonuld you let me finish--will, if
you so choose,-disappear, and you will use the lessons
that come—-

I {Inéuﬁiblei-goddam Iinaudible] traitor.

I: Would vou hush a minute--the lessons that
came from that knowledge at that time in your 13 ra—-well
they will dlsapnear. Now, I can tell you a few things
that would help you .if you so choose to llvten. There
are some ve}y SpEClalﬁbOOkS, for one thinq, that'are
sonmewhat diéficult to come by. But if you go ‘to your
bookstoré w#erever you live{_they will be able to find
them. I cag give you the autﬁor and the place to write
to find these books. How, David and Y own the whole set
of them, and we read them wherever we go every night.
David has studied these assiduously for many years They
are the best to be found in this whole field. They will
help you.

T [Inaudible]
I: Yes. And I will show them to vou. we brough#

one with us. Well, we brought more than one. But I want

you to become acquainted with this and do what you can to-~-
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1 aqdmthey are out in paperhack no?. We have all the ha:g-

3 cover ones, ang they are very expensive in hard cover.

3 But they are now out in paperback. And I want you, Bill,

4 to start reading. You're ready. Sone People are not.

g They'ré deep and significant. - They are written by a

G|l Tibétan monk--

7 H: {Inanﬁible]

8 IE The.Baiieylbooks. Vell, T am going to

s} intreduce you very cursivély to the Bailey books. You
10 will overco;e all that you passed throﬁgh. f§w, I don't
11 know whethe; you believe.in~-do vou believe ip re%ncarna—
12 tion? i

13- H: Yes [inaudible].

14 - I£ Well, you have much work to do yet. You

15 || have toé_fi%e a m?nd to let—-\

16 Hé [Inéudihle] let tﬁe systemldestroy people
17 [inaudible].

18 I: No, listen. Would you listen.

19 H: [Inépdible] You want ma to be a part of
20 that. |

21 |l -I: No.

22 H; [Inauéible] You're talking about being a
' 23]l part of this damn system.

24 ) I: Listen--

25 H: Look, I've seen the most human man destroyed.
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I: Evgry nan has-- | Fis

H:  [Inaudible]

I: --but every woman has too.

H: [Inaudible] a whole black nation Qestroved

by a goddam ideology, a bunch of goddam fanatics.

I: How, just a_momeﬁt.

H: I participated in it, yes. Unwillingly.
I: BAnd fou feelxéuilt about that, don't you?

‘H: You're goddam right I do. But I didnft kill

I: One, do vou still eat meat?
H: Yes. ’
I: Well--
H: Look, I can't express myself like you can.
Ldok, I can't--I can'ﬁ—-I can't divorce nyself from the
reality [inaudible]. ‘

I: All right, this is what I'm saying. You

start reading some of these books, and you will find you

'

will read them over and over, and you can through meditation

. divorce yourself from a certain type of reality but still

remain very much in this level. A human being lives at

many, many levels. And you have a fine mind, and you know

that, and it's a frustration to you because you don't
really realize the levels that you're living.

H: That's beautiful, but you're talking about

o e ey
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.a.frustration--you destroved--that doesn't mean nothing

to nothing.
I:

.H?

I:

Iz

Chrisi.

manner—-

face.

H:
I'm not going

i

-
3

s
¥

All right, you did what you had to do.
[Iraudible] 20 million people.
Sweetheart, would you just plain listen.’

Okay.

" You did what You were told and had to do.

Ckay, but 40 million people.
All right.
I feel like the guy that just crucified

-

If you don't eliminate that quilt in some

[Inaudiblel]

--frqm'your syém—no, you have noﬁ.

I didn't say I'm not going to do it.
But you did it.

Yeah [inaudible].

That’g right. That's why the lines in your

ALl right.

And you're still a young man.
ALl right, T'm dying from it, okay. But still
. ,

Well, darling, you don't need to die from it.

L S
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H: -Why not? — -

' i

“ I: That's wvhy I want You to do some reading.
3 H: Why [inaudible] the issue? 1 qia it.
4 I: A1 right,now, we are going to shut this
5 tape off. But 1 want to show you some books.-
6 ; ;

H: [Inaudible}
7 I: No, no, I am not going to--
8 . .

H: Yes, You are,
9 Iﬂ Oh, hell. You can have your own guilt if
10 '

- you want ton Good heavens, I have no guilt about anything.

11 H: You never destroyed a man. You never killed

-

12 a man,’ !
13 I:1 No, I could never kit anythinq.
1& ' A

I What if you've got to =it back and let

1511 somebody kill somebedy?

16 I:] All fight, $o .this is"a.difference,:of course,
17 But-- | |

18 H: [Inaudible}

19 | T Just. a moment.

20 a H: [Inaudible)

21 I: If you believe in reincarnation--I knog that

22 || in lives pPast T was a man once ang not a woman.
23 | H: But why should 1 have allowed somebody to

24 |l kill some human being? why should 12 [Tnaudible]

u _
25 I: You've got to overcome this, honey, ang you
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H:  You're beautiful when You say something. :
;

You're beautiful when you talk. When you spoke those words|

:
I listened to you, and you sound like something that was
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out of Shakespecare, something out of--you've got beautiful

talent [inaudible].

I: Listen, anything that T give to vou is given
willingly. 5 | |

%: [Inaudible]

I; I know.

i

H: T[Inaudible)

Ik Well-— )

H:
|

[Inaudible] Don't turn me -away. Don't try

to analyze people.

J
T

Hell--
Hé fInéudible]
T ;—when you are deeply psychie, you know, you
know. |

" H: '[Inepdible]

I: That's right.

H: [Inaudible}

I: I listened to all of you.

H: [Inaudible] beautiful mind. rLet me tell vou

something. Yook, I'm a brilliant man.

I-

I know that.
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H: I'm not dumb. ' Sy

I: I know that. Don'g vou think I knew that
between the walls even, not even listening to vour

conversation? I felt your vibrations.

H: [Inaudible] you have a great mind, You're

- wasted. I've listened to your poetry. [Inaudible] 1Let

me tell you something. 'Ygu don't have to prove to me
[inavdible] .

I: That's right. I don't have to prove
anything to#anyone.

1 : ;
H: No, because I'1ll tell vou one thing, the

only thing you've got to proée to is yourself. - That's

|
where [inaudible].
]

I: NYo, not anymore.
H% You're beautiful.
I! Thank you.

H: You're beautiful in my soul, in my heart.

I: Thank you.

H: Because you proved yourself to me

,{inaudible];

I: Thank you. 'ﬁell, I am éoing_to cut this tape

off right now, and I want to introduce you briefly to these

books. We have one with us.
H: [Inaudible]

I: And you know I am very deeply in love with
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ny huvaband.

H:  [Inaudible] 1 know that.
- I: I wvant you to look at them though.
H: [Tnaudible]
I;v_hbsolutely.
H: All right [inavdible].
I: That's right. .Totally.

H: That's all‘%ou'll get out of me,

I: Oh, my goodness, I wouidn't‘want any more.

H: fThat's all you're goiné to get,
I: I want you to go home and make maﬁ-
passionate love to your wife, hy dafling.
| .H: No, uh-uh, 'Hevgr..
I: Oh, don't say naver,
H: T haven't met a woman more beautiful
you are, more brains than you are, Qore smart.

-I: You don't know what my IQ is.

&

'[Inaudible]
I: Most men do--
H: [Inaudible]

I: --find their Achilles heel,

H: [Inaudible] wonderful experience. I respect

you as a woman.

I: Do you know what my IQ is?

than

H: I don't give a damn because [inavdible].
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- I:. It Coesn't matter. .

H: You just--vou've done prove to rie what
your IQ is. It's about 190 or better,

I: That's right.

. But you don't have to prove nothing to me.

T: I don't have to prove anything to anyﬁody..

H: Well, to me-you have proved nothing.
Because I fhought you was beautiful when I first met vou.

I: Thank you.

H: [Inaudible)

I: You've got to uée thatlwﬁnderfpl mind of
yours.,

H: [Inaudible]

- I: And stop reliving the past.

H: [Inaudible] I respect you for your ability,
not because of your sex.

I: Well, I am a woman too but just to‘my
husband, honey.

H: [Inaudible] We-could havé an affair, but
that wouldn't mean nothing.

I: TWo.

H: [Inaudible]

I: I am going to shut this off for now.

H: Shut it off and let's talk.

I: David, we're home now.




